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SECTION 1, 


THE PROPHBCY OF. NAHUM AGATNST THE exeNes o 
THE LORD» 


Ti. burden. of Nineveh : the book of the vba gf | 


Nahum the Elkoſhite 

Gop is jealous, and the Loup revengeth: the * 
revengeth, and is furious; the Loxp will take vengeance 
on his adverſaries, and he reſerveth wrath for his enemies. 


The Lonp is flow to anger, and great in power, and 


will not at all acquit the wicked: the Loxp hath his 


way in the whirlwind and in the ſtorm, and the clouds 


are the duſt of his feet. 


He rebuketh the ſea, and maketh it dry, and drieth 
up all the rivers: Baſhan languiſheth, and Carmel, and 
the flower of Lebanon languiſheth. 

The monntains quake at him, and the hills melt, and 
the earth is burned at his preſence, yea, the world, and 


all that dwell therein. 


Who can fland before his indignation; oy who can 
abide in the fierceneſs of his anger ? his fury is poured 


ont like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him. 


The Lonp is good, a ſtrong hold in the day of tronble; 


and he knoweth them that truſt in him. 


But with an over-running flood he will make an utter 
end of the place thereof, and darkneſs ſhall purſue his 
enemies. 

What do ye imagine againſt the Lox? he will maks 
an utter end: affliction ſhall not riſe up the ſecond time. 

For while they be folden together as thorns, and while 
they are drunken as drunkards, they ſhall be deyoured 
as ſtubble fully dry, 
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© There is one come out of thee that imagineth evil 
againſt the Lon o, a wicked counſeller. 

Thus faith the Lord; Though they be quiet, and 
likewiſe many, yet thus ſhall they be cut down, when 
he ſhall paſs through. Though I have afflicted thee, 1 ä 
will afflict thee no more. 

For now will I break his yoke from off thee, and will 
burſt thy bonds in ſunder. 

And the Loxp hath given a commandment concern- 
ing thee, that no more of thy name be ſown : out of the 
houſe of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the 
molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile. 

' Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bring- 
eth good tidings, that publiſheth peace: O Judah, keep 
tby ſolemn feaſts, perform thy vows: for the wicked 

ſnall no more paſs through thee; he is utterly cut off. 
He that daſheth in pieces is come up before thy face: 


keep the munition, watch the way, make thy * 


ſtrong, fortify thy power mightily. | 

For the Lorp hath turned away the excellency of Ja- 
cob, as the excellency of Iſrael: for the emptiers have 
emptied them out, and marred their vine branches, 

The ſhield of his mighty men is made red, the valiant 
men are in ſcarlet: the chariots ſhall be with flaming 
torches in the day of his preparation, and the br trees 
ſhall be terribly ſhaken. 

The chariots ſhall rage in the ſtreets, they ſhall juſtle 
one againſt another in the broad ways: they ſhall ſeem 
like torches, they ſhall run like the lightnings. 

He ſhall recount his worthies : they ſhall ſtumble in 
their walk; they ſhall make haſte to the wall thereof, 
and the defence ſhall be prepared. 

The gates of the rivers ſhall be opened, and the palace 


ſhall be diflolved. 
And 
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And Huzzab ſhall be led away captive, ſhe ſhall be 
brought up, and her maids ſhall lead her as with the 
voice of doves, tabering upon their breaſts. 

But Nineveh is of old like a pool of water: yet they 
ſhall flee away. Stand, ſtand, ſhall they cry; but none 
ſhall look back. 

Take ye the ſpoil of flver, take the ſpoil of gold; for 
there is none end of the ſtore and glory out of all the 
pleaſant furniture. , 

She is empty, and void, and waſte: and the heart melt- 
eth, and the knees ſmite together, and much pain is in 
all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackneſs. 
Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feeding 
place of the young lions, where the hon, even the old 
lion, walked, and the lion's whelp, and none made them 
afraid ? [ 

The lion did tear in pieces N for his helps, 
and ſtrangled for his lioneſſes, and filled his holes with 
prey, and his dens with ravin. 

Behold, I am againſt thee, ſaith the Loxp of hoſts, 
and I will burn her chariots in the ſmoke, and the ſword 
ſhall devour thy young lions : and I will cut off thy prey 
from the earth, and the voice of thy meſſengers thall no 
more be heard. 
Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and rob- 
bery; the prey departeth not. - 

The noiſe of a whip, and the noiſe of the rattling of 
the wheels, and of the prancing horſes, and of the j Jump- 
ing chariots, 

The horſeman lifteth up bath the bright ſword and 
the glittering ſpear : and there is a multitude of ſlain, 
and a great number of carcaſes: and there is none end 
of their corpſes ; and they ſtumble upon their corpſes : 
Behold I am againſt thee, ſaith the Lonp of hoſts, 
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And I will caſt abominable filth upon thee, and make 
:thee vile, and will ſet thee as a.gazing ſtock. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that all they that look upon 
hee ſhall flee from thee, and fay, Nineveh is laid waſte: 
Who will bemoan her? whence fhall I ſeek comforters for 
thee ? 

Art thou better than populous No, that was fituate 
among the rivers, that had the waters round about it, 


whoſe rampart was the ſea, and her wall was from the : 


Jea ? 
Ethiopia and Egypt were her ſtrength, and it was in- 
finite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers. 

Yet was ſhe. carried away, ſhe went into captivity: 
Her young children alſo were daſhed in pieces at the top 
of all the fireets: and they caſt lots for her honourable 
men, and all her great men were bound in chains. 

Thou alſo ſhalt be drunken: thou ſhalt be hid, thou 
alſo ſhalt ſeek ſtrength becauſe of the enemy. | 

All thy ſtrong holds ſhall be like fig-trees with the 
Arſt-ripe figs: if they be ſhaken, they ſhall even fall into 
the mouth of the-cater. 

Behold, thy people in the midſt of CE are women : 
the gates of thy land ſhall be ſet wide open unto thine 
enemies: the fire ſhall devour thy bars. 

\. Draw thee waters for the fiege, fortify thy Jo 
Holds: go into clay, and tread the morter, make ſtrong 
the brick-kiln. 

There ſhall the fire devour (hee; F 418 ſword fhall cut 
thee off, it ſhall eat thee up like the canker worm: make 
thyſelf many as the canker Worm, make thyſelf as many 
as the locuſts. 3 
_ Thou haſt multiplied thy merchants above the ſtars of 
heaven: the canker worm ſpoileth and flecth away. ' BB 

Thy crowned are as the locuſts, and thy captains as 
che great graſhoppers, which camp in the e hedges 3 in the 
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old” day, but when the ſun ariſeth they flee away, and 
their place is not known where they are. 

Thy ſhepherds ſlumber, O-king of Afſyria : thy nobles- 
ſhall dwell in the duſt : thy people is ſcattered upon the 
mountains, and no man gathereth them. 

There is no healing of thy bruiſe; thy wound is- 
grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee ſhall clap the 
hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy w icked» 
ucls paſſed continually. 


ANNOTATIONS anD REFLECTIONS. 


The repentance of Nineveh, at the preaching of Jonah, 
was of ſhort continuance ;. the people ſoon returned to 
their former evil ways. Other kings in ſucceſſion ruled 
over the Aſſyrian empire, of which Nineveh was the ca- 
pital city, and at length Shalmanefar, one of theſe kings, 


carried his arms againſt the king and people of Iſrael, 


over whom he was ſuffered to prevail, as has been al- 
ready related. Some years afterwards Sennacherib, 
the ſon of this monarch, attempted the ſubjection of Ju- 
dah alſo, and was ſo far ſucceſsful as to make that na- 
tion tributary to him ; but that it might not be ſuppoſed 
this preſumptuous king, and his ſubjects who joined with 
him, ſhould eſcape with impunity, br that the Loxp was 


an unconcerned ſpectator of their proceedings, the pro- 


phet Nahum was inſpired to foretell the approaching 
miſerable end of Nineveh.. It is not expreſsly ſaid, that 
Nahum had, like Jonah, a commiſſion to go to this 
proud city; but it is agreeable to the uſual method of 
providence, under this diſpenſation, to ſuppoſe, that the 
threatenings of Divine vengeance were denounced in the 
ears of the heathen nations, before they were put in exe- 
qution; and that they were afterwards recorded, to 
ſerve as laſting teſtimonies of Divine juſtice. 


B 3 Nahum 


1 
Nahum lived in the reign of Hezekiah, about go 
years after Jonah. His prophecy in the original He- 


brew is a fine poem in very ſublime language; it is 


impoſſible to read even the tranſlation of it ann 
emotion. 

From the opening of this prophecy it is evident, that 
the Lorp was merciful as well as jinſt in his dealing with 
the heathen nations. What a picture does the prophet 
give of the Aſſyrians, what comfortable hopes does he 
hold out to the Lonp's faithful people, and in what 
a lively manner does he deſcribe the proceſs of the ſiege, 
the inandation of the river, the capture of the place, the 


captivity, lamentation, and flight, of the inhabitants, the 


ſacking of the wealthy city, and the conſequent deſola- 
tion and terror! How beautiful is the allegory that ſuc- 
ceeds the deſcription | Nineveh is repreſented as a great 
princeſs, led captive, with her maids of honour attend- 
ing her, bewailing her condition, and their own, with 
tears and bitter lamentation. Nahum next denounced 
a woe againſt Nineveh, for her perfidy and violence. He 
draws forth in array before our eyes, the number of her 


' chariots and cavalry, points to her burniſhed arms, and 


to the great and unrelenting ſlaughter which ſhe ſpreads 
around her. He aſcribes to her idolatry one cauſe of 
her ignominious and unpitied fall, which he compares 
to the dreadful deſtruction of No, a famous city of 
Egypt: he then beautifully deſcribes the eaſe with 
which her ſtrong holds ſhould be taken, and her puſil- 


lanimity during the ſiege; pronounces that all her pre- 
parations, her numbers, opulence, and chieftains, would 
be of no avail; and that her tributaries would deſert 


her. The whole concludes with declaring the incura- 


bleneſs of her diſeaſe, and her utter deſtruction, and with 
introducing 
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introducing the nations ſhe had oppreſſed, exulting with 
joy at her fall“. 


SECTION II. 


THE CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OP HEZEKIAH 
KING OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Chron, Chap. xxxii.— 2 Kings, Chap. xx. 


Axp Hezekiah had exceeding much riches and ho- 
nour: and he made himſelf treaſuries for filver, and for 
gold, and for precious ſtones, and for ſpices, and for 
ſhields, and for all manner of pleaſant jewels: Store- 
houſes alſo for the increaſe of corn, and wine, and oil; 
and ſtalls for all manner of beaſts, and cotes for flocks, 

Moreover, he provided him cities, and poſſeſſions of 
flocks and herds in abundance: for Gob had given him 
ſubſtance very much. 

This ſame Hezekiah alſo ſtopped the upper water- 
courſe of Gihon: and brought it ſtraight down to the 


- weſt fide of the city of David. And Hezekiah proſpered 


in all his works. 

But Hezekiah rendered not again according to the be- 
nefit done unto him ; for his heart was lifted up : there- 
fore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah and 
Jeruſalem. 

Notwithſtanding Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the 
pride of his heart, both he and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, ſo that the wrath of the Lonp came not upon 
them in the days of Hezekiah. 

Howbeit in the buſineſs of the ambaſſadors of tlie 


A great part of the foregoing Annotations are copied from a very 
uſeful work lately publiſhed, to which I am glad to direct my readers, as 


it will greatly facilitate the ſtudy of the prophecies. It is entitled A Sum- 


mary View and Explanation of the Writings of the Prophets, &c. by Jo 
Smith, D. D. Printed at Edinburgh, r786. 
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there ſhall be peace and truth in my days. 
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princes of Babylon, who ſent unto him to enquire of the 


wonder that was done in the land, Gop left him to try 
him, that he might know all that was in his heart. 

For at that time Merodach-baladan, the ſon of Baladan 
king of Babylon, ſent letters and a preſent to Hezekiah: 
for he had heard that he had been ſick, and was re- 
covered. | þ 

And Hezekiah was glad of them, and ſhewed them 
the houſe of his precious things, the filver, and the gold, 
and the ſpices, and the precious ointment, and all the 
houſe of his armour, and all that was found in his trea- 
ſures : there was nothing in his houſe, nor in all his do- 
minion, that Hezekiah ſhewed them not. 

Then came Iſaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, 
** ſaid unto him, What ſaid theſe men? and from 
whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah ſaid, 
They are come from a far country unto me, even from 


Babylon. 
Then ſaid he, What have they ſeen in thine houſe? 


And Hezekiah anſwered, All that is in mine houſe have 


they ſeen : there is nothing among my treaſures that T 
have not ſhewed them. : 

Then ſaid Iſaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of the 
Lonp of hoſts, 

Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine houſe, 
and that which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore until 
this day, ſhall be carried to Babylon: nothing ſhall be 
left, ſaith the Lonp. 

And of thy ſons that ſhall iſſue from thee, which thou 
* ſhalt have, ſhall they take away; and they ſhall bs 
faves in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

Then faid Hezekiah to Iſaiah, Good is the word of the 
Lonxp which thou haſt ſpoken : he ſaid moreover, For 


And 


he 


% 
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And Hezekiah ſlept with his fathers, and they buried 


Him in the chiefeſt of the ſepulchres of the ſons of Da- 


vid. - And all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
did him honour at his death. And Manafleh his ſon - 


reigned in his ſtead. | 
ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 

Hezekiah, though in bis general character a very good 
man, was not proof againſt ſuch a tide of proſperity as 
flowed in upon him. He gloried in his wealth and 
greatneſs, as if they had been acquired by his own abili- 
ties, forgetful of the hand of the Lok, which had 
wrought ſo wonderful a deliverance for him and his 
people; and made an oftentatious diſplay of the riches - 
and ſtrength of his kingdom to the Babylonian am- 
bafladors. 

BABYLON is ſuppoſed to have been originally founded 
by Nimrod, and to have been the firſt: kingdom in the 
world; but there is little ſaid about it in Scripture till 
the time of Hezekiah, from which ſome learned authors 
ſuppoſe, that “ if this kingdom roſe to any great 
height after it was firſt founded, it had ſunk again as 
others had done, and therefore was inconfiderable at the 
time of the captivity of the ten tribes of Iſrael, It appears 
very probable, that the Aſſyrian and Babylonian kings 
were two branches of the ſame family, and that Pur, 
the firſt Aſſyrian conqueror, left two ſons, Tiglath- pileſar 
amd Nabonaſſar; to the former of whom he bequeathed 
the kingdom of Aſſyria, and the Babylonian to the latter. - 


Tiglath-pileſar, the elder, reſided at Nineveh, the original 


ſeat of the empire; while Nabonaſſar, who was the 
younger brother, held his reſidence at Babylon. As the 


„ Sir Ifaac Newton's Chronology — Univerſal Hiſtory. 
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two kingdoms were governed by princes of the ſame fa- 
mily, it is likely that there was great harmony between 
them, and that the younger branch at Babylon acknow- 
ledged a kind of ſuperiority in, and ſubjection to, the 
elder in Nineveh; and this affinity accounts for the Aſ- 
ſyrian king's forbearing to moleſt Babylon, whoſe ſitua- 
tion would otherwiſe have attracted his firſt attention, 
when he had formed a deſign of extending his do- 
minions.” | 
Of the kings that ſucceeded Nabonaſſar in Babylon, 
nothing is recorded in Scripture till the reign of Bero- 
dach, or Merodach-baladan, who ſent the embaſly to 
Hezekiah. He is ſuppoſed to have had a double mo- 
tive for ſending ; firſt to inform himſelf concerning the 
prodigy of the ſun's retrogreſſion, and alſo to expreſs his 
friendly diſpoſition towards a king who ſeemed to be fa- 
voured by the idol, to whom the Babylonians paid adora- 
tion; for they worſhipped the ſun, and were very ſkil- 
ful in the ſcience of aſtronomy. 
The conduct of Hezekiah was highly blameable, but 
, the. dreadful meſſage he received by the prophet 
brought him to a ſenſe of his error; and therefore no 
farther puniſhment was inflicted, than informing him, 
that the Babylonians would, in a ſhort time, not only 
ſtrip his kingdom of all that was moſt valuable in it, 
but would even reduce ſome of his family to a ſtate of 
ſlavery: this muſt doubtleſs have been a great mortifica- 
tion to Hezekiah, but it was his duty to acquieſce in the 
diſpenſations of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; and he 
' comforted himſelf with the thoughts, nt peace and 
truth would remain in his days; and doubtleſs depended 
on the promiſes of Gop, repeatedly made by the pro- 
. phets, that He would prote& and ſuſtain all thoſe who 
ſexved Him with a perfect heart and wilting mind, even 
; - if 
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if they were reduced to a ſtate of captivity; and the ſe- 
quel ſhews, that his hopes were well grounded. 

In the days of Hezekiah lived the prophet Micarn, 
« His prophecies concerned both Iſrael and Judah, He 


' reproved them for their fins, with great warmth and 


indignation ; and, for the comfort of the godly, delivered 


many things concerning the Meſſiah *,“ which will be 


noticed in a ſubſequent part of this hiſtory. 
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SECTION III. 


THE REIGN OF MANASSEH KING OP JUDAH, 
From 2 Chron, Chap. xxxiii. 


Maxasszn was twelve years old when he began to 
reign. 

And he did that which was evil in the ſight of the 
Loxp, after the abominations of the heathen whom the 
Lord caſt out before the children of Iſrael. _ 

For he built up again the high places which Heze- 
kiah his father had deſtroyed : and he reared up altars 
for Baal. and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Iſrael ; 
and worſhipped all the hoſt of heaven, and ſerved them, 
And he built altars in the houſe of the LoRD, of which 
the Lon p ſaid, In Jeruſalem will I put my name. And 
he built altars for all the hoſt of heaven, in the two 


courts of the houſe of the Lorp. 


And he made his ſon paſs through the fire, and ob- 
ſerved times, and uſed inchantments, and dealt with fa- 
miliar ſpirits, and wizards: he wrought much wicked- 
neſs in the ſight of the Loxo, to provoke him to anger. 

And he ſet a graven image of the grove that he had. 
_— in the houſe of which the Loxp ſaid to David, | 


® Dr, Smith's Summary View, 


B G * 


„ 
and to Solomon his ſon, In this houſe, and in Jeruſalem, 
which I have choſen out of all the tribes of Iſrael, will 
I put my name for ever. 2466 
Neither will I make the feet of Iſrael move any more 
out of the land which I gave to their fathers: only if 
they will obſerve to do according to all that I have 
commanded them, and according to all the law that my 
ſervant Moſes commanded them. 
But they hearkened not: and Manaſſeh ſeduced 
them to do more evil than did the nations whom the 
Lonp deſtroyed before the children of Iſrael, EY 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


Manaſſeh ſeems to have been naturally of a vicious 
diſpoſition, and moſt likely deſpiſed the admonitions of 
thoſe to whom his father had cominitted the care of his 
education; and thonghtthat, becauſe he was heir to the 
throne, he ſtood in no need of inſtruction. There were, 
Without doubt, perſons in the court ready to flatter his. 
Vices afid follies, with a view to their own advancement, 
and the reſtoration of thoſe idolatries from which Heze- 
kiah had reformed the nation: however it was, Ma- 
naſſeh ſurpaſſed in wickedneſs all the kings of Judas 
who had been before him, particularly by the impious 
at of placing an idol in the houſe of the Loxp. | 

The people were too ready to follow the bad example 
of their ſovereign, and conſpired with him to bari/h, if 
poſſible, their Gop out of the land. Thoſe who con- 
tinued faithful could no longer attend divine worſhip 
in the Temple, as it was now dedicated to idols. If we 
conſider the conditions of the cavenant which Gor had 
xepeatedly made with His people, we muſt perceive the 
"enormity of their offence, — 


SECTION 
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SECTION IV, 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OP MANASSEW. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxi. 2 Chron. Chap, wexiii, 


Axp the Lonp ſpake by his ſervants the prophets, - 
ſaying, Becauſe Manaſſeh king of Judah hath done theſe 
abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the 
Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made 
Judah alſo to fin with his idols: 

Therefore thus ſaith the Loxp Gop of Iſrael, Behold 
I am bringing ſuch evil upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that 
whoſoever heareth of it, both his ears ſhall tingle. 

And I will ftretch over Jeruſalem the line of Samaria, 
and the plummet of the houſe of Ahab: and I will wipe 
Jeruſalem as a man wipeth a diſh, wiping it, and — 
it upſide down, 

And ] will forſake the remnant of mine inheritance, 
and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and 
they ſhall become a prey and a ſpoil to all their. enemies; 

Becauſe they have done that which was evil in my 
fight, and have provoked me to anger fince the day their 
fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day. 
Moreover, Manaſſeh ſhed innocent blood very much, 

till be had filled Jeruſalem from one end to another; be- 
fide his fin, wherewith he made Judah to ſin, in doing 
that which was evil in the ſight of the Lob. 

Wherefore the Lorp brought upon them the captains 
of the hoſt of the king of Afſyria, which took Manaſleh 
among the thorns, and bound him with fetters, and car- 
ried him to Babylon. 

And when Manaſſeh was in aMiQion, he beſought the 
Loxp his Gop, and humbled himſelf greatly before the 
18 of his fathers, 

And 
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And prayed unto him; and he was entreated of him, 
and heard his ſupplication, and brought him again to 
Jeruſalem into his kingdom. Then Manafſeh knew that 
the LoRD he was Gov. \ 

Now after this Manaſſeh built a n without the eity 
of David, and compaſſed about Ophel, and raiſed it up a 
very great height, and put captains of war in all the 
fenced cities of Judah. 

And he took away the ſtrange gods, and the idols out 
of the houſe of the Lox, and all the altars that he had 
built in the mount of the houſe of the Lon, and in Je- 
ruſalem, and caſt them out of the city. 

And he repaired the altar of the Lox, and ſacrificed 
thereon peace-offerings, and thank offerings, and com- 
manded Judah to ſerve the Loxp Gop of Iſrael. 

| Nevertheleſs, the people did ſacrifice tilt in the high 
places, yet unto the LoxD their Gop only. 

And Mauaſſeh reigned fifty and five years, and flept 
with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own - 
houſe, in the garden of Uzza, and Amon his ſon reigned - 
in his ſtead. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The people wonld not have been puniſhed beyond their 
deſerts if they had been taken ſrom the world by a ſud- 
den judgment from heayen; but we find that the Almighty, 
in remembrance of his promiſes to Abraham, Tſaac, and Ja- 
cob, and his faithful ſervant David, ſent prophets repeat- 
edly to teach them their duty, to reprove and to convert 
them ; but they hardened their hearts, and deſpiſed his 
mercy, till at Jaſt he permitted the Afſyrians to prevail 
againſt them. 

[sa1an in particular not only warned the finful Iſrael- 
ites in general of the danger they incurred by offepding 

God, 
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Gop, but delivered many predictions for the comfort of 
the fairhfel concerning their return from captivity, and the 
kingdom of Mess1an. He alſo foretold the judgments 
that would fall upon the Aſſy rians, Babylonians, Moab- 
ites, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Tyrians, and other heathen 
nations with whom the kingdoms of Ifrael and Judah 
were concerned, which were literally fulfilled, as we ſhall 
occaſionally remark. It is ſuppoſed that he was put to 
death by Manaſſeh. | 
How long Manaſſeh continned i in priſon, and by what 
means he regained his liberty, we are not told; but may 
judge of the miſeries he endured from his prayer, Which 

is preſerved among the Apocryphal writings, 


MANASSEH'S PRAYER, 


O Lord, ALmicnuTy Gop of our fathers, Abraham, 
Tſaac, and Jacob, and of their righteous ſeed : who haſt made 
heaven and earth, with all the ornament thereof : who haſt 
bound the fea by the word of Thy commandment : who haſt 

- ſhut up the deep, and ſealed it by Thy terrible and glorious \ 
name : whom all men fear, and tremble before Thy power * 
for the Majeſty of Thy glory cannot be borne, and Nine angry 
threatening towards ſinners, is inſupportable : But Thy mer- 
ciful promiſe is unmeaſurable and unſearchable : for Thou art 
the moſt high Lorp, of great compaſſion, long-ſuffering, very 

' merciful, and repenteſt of the evils of men. Thou, O Lord, ac- 
cording to Thy great goodneſs, haſt promiſed repentance, and 
forgiveneſs to them that have ſinned againſt Thee and of Thine 
infinite mercies haſt appointed repentance unto ſinners, that they 
may be ſaved. Thou therefore, O LorD, that art the Gop of the 
Juſt, haſt not appointed repentance to the juſt, as to Abraham, 
and Iſaac, and Jacob, which have not ſinned againſt Thee, 
but Thou haſt appointed repentance unto me that am a ſinner : 
for I have finned above the number of the ſands of the ſea, 

2h 
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My tranſereſſons, 0 Loxp, are nultiplied, my tranſzrefſions- 
are multiplied * and I am not worthy to behold and ſee the 
hicight of heaven, for the multitude of mine iniquities. I am 
bowed down with many iron bands, that I cannot lift up 
mine head, neither have any releaſe: for I have provoked 
Thy wrath, and done evil before Thee: I did not Thy will, 
neither kept I Thy commandments : I have ſet up abomina- 
tions, and have multiplied offences. Noto therefore, I bow 
the knee of my heart, beſeeching Thee of grace : I have fined, 
O Lord, L have ſinned, and IT acknowledge mine miquities :-. 
wherefore I humbly beſeech Thee, forgive me, O Lox, for- 
give me, and defiroy me not with mine iniquities. Be not 
angry with me for ever, by reſerving evil for me, neither 
coudenm me into the lower parts of the earth. For Thou art 
the Gop, even the GoD of them that repent : and in me Thou: 
wilt ſhew all Thy goodneſs for Thou wilt ſave me that am 
wnworthy, according to Thy great mercy. Therefore I will. 
praiſe Thee for ever all the days of my life: for all the powers: 
of the heavens do praiſe Thee, and Thine ir glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.. 


Manaſſeh's penitence ſeems to have been very ſincere, 
and the Lord accepted it according to the promiſe made 
in his holy name by Moſes, that if As people ⁊uould return 

 mto the Lond their Gon, with all their hearts and with all 
their ſouls, that then he. would turn their capttvity, and. 
have compaſſion upon them, and would brmg ny into tie 


tand which their fathers poſſe effed *. 
Manaſſeh did all in his power to repair the:miſchief x 


he had done to his kingdom by his impiety, and ſeems to 
have been pardoned. for his offence, and to have been 
bleſſed with proſperity in the latter part of his reign... 
We have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the people of Judah did: 

Deut. XXX. 2, and ſequel... 
| * not 
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not heartily concur in his endeavours for their reform- 
ation; and retained an inclination to idolatrons prac- 
tices, one of which they obſtinately adhered to, namely, 
ſacrificing on high places, notwithſtanding the king's ex- 
ainple and command to the contrary. 

The prediction of Iſaiah to Hezekiah was ſoon fulfilled. 
It is faid, that Manaſſeh was carried into BABXLON by 
the Agjrians* + in order to account for this, we muſt 
have recourſe to the hiſtory of the Aﬀyrian empire. 

% Es8AR-HADDON, the ſon of Sennacherib, reigned 
over the Aſſyrian monarchy, which was falling into de- 
cay at his father's death, in conſequence of his defeat at 
Jeruſalem, and the revolt of the Medes: but it is ſuppoſed 
that the Kindred race of the Babylonith kings becoming 
extinct, or ſome other cauſe producing an inter-reign in 
that kingdom, Eſſar-haddon laid hold of the opportunity, 
and united Babylon to the crown of Aſſyria. Grown po- 
tent by this union, he proceeded to eſtabliſh his power 
over the more diſtant parts of his empire, and marched 
into Syria, and againſt the remnant of Iſrael and the 
kingdom of Judah; the two former he removed to diſ- 
tant lands, ſo that they now ceaſed to be nations, and in 
their ſtead introduced a ſupply of foreigners, He at- 
tempted to reduce Judah to the ſtate of dependence it 
was in during the reign of king Ahaa, and ſa far ſuc- 
ceeded as to take Manaſſeh, as we have read *.“ 

Eſſar haddon next refolved to invade Egypt and 
Ethiopia, which he did accordingly, aud carried with 


* Sec 2 Kings xvii. 24, &c. 

This kivg is called; in different parts of Scripture, 4ſar-haddon, Sur- 
chedon, Sargon, and Aſnapper. The famous exploit of Judith, in killing 
22 ifernes, is placed in the days of Manaſſeh ; but as it has no connection 
with the hiſtory of the kings of Judah, and is difficult to explain, it iy 
omitted here: and the hiſtory of Tobit is paſſed over for the ſame reaſons. 


bim 
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him into captivity great numbers of the inhabitants; he 
held theſe kingdoms in ſubjection to him three years. 
Thus did Effar-haddon extend his dominions, and 
ſpread, once more, the terror of the Aſlyrian name far 


and near. After a glorious reign of many years he died * 
in the thirty-firſt year of Manaſſeh, and was ſucceeded 
by Saoſduchinus, called in ſcripture Nebuchadonoſar, 
Eſſar-haddon is ſuppoſed to have been a mild and gra- 
cious prince, and particularly kind to the captive Jews, 
whom his father Sennacherib had treated with great 
cruelty, after his haſty return to Nineych from the liege 


of Jeruſalem,” 


Y SECTION V, 
THE REIGN oP AMON KING OF JUp AH. 


From 2 Chron. Chap. xxxiii. 


Amon was two and twenty years old when he began 
to reign, _ 

But he did that which was evil in the ſight of the 
Loxp, as did Manaſſeh his father: for Amon ſacrificed 
unto all the carved images which Manaſſeh his father 
had made, and ſerved them; and humbled not himſelf 
before the Log p, as Manaſſeh his father had humbled 
himſelf; but Amon treſpaſſed more and more, and he 
reigned two years 

And his ſervants conſpired b him, and flew him 
in his own houſe 

But the people of the land ſlew all them that had con- 
ſpired againſt king Amon; and the people of the land 
made Joſiah his ſon king in his ſtead. 


* Prideaux's Connection. 
ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS ano REFLECTIONS, 


When Manaſſeh was dead, and the people were no 
longer reſtrained by his authority from the worſhip of 
idols, they had recourſe to their former abominations : 

and Amon, their young king, deluded as we may ſup- 
poſe by ſome perſons whoſe opinion he valued, encou- 
raged their impiety, and ftrove to juſtify it by his own 
example. No excuſe can be made for him, as we may S 
conclude that Manaſſeh had inſtructed him in his duty, 

and informed him of the ſad effects of his own bad con- 
duct; therefore he ſhould have rejected the evil counſel 

of thoſe who endeavoured to draw him afide from the 
true Gop: but youth are too apt to lend a willing ear to 
ſuch as flatter them, and encourage their vices and follies. 
How much happier are thoſe, whether kings or ſubjects, 
who contract early habits of piety and virtue, who ſted- 
faſtly reſolve to ſerve their Gor, and promote the wel- 
fare of their fellow-creatures. Had Amon acted thus, he. 
would have enjoyed a proſperous and honourable reign, 

in conſequence of God's covenant with the houſe of 
David, 


SECTION. VI. 
THE REIGN OF JOSIAH KING OP JUDAH, 
From 2 Chronicles, Clap. xxxiv. 


Jos14n was eight years old when he began to reign, 

And he did that which was right in the fight of the 
Lox, and walked in the ways of David his father, and 
declined neither to the right hand nor to the left, 

For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet 
young, he began to ſcek after the Gop of David his fa- 
| ther: and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah 

and 
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( 20 ) 
and Jeruſalem from the high places, and the groves, and 
the carved. images, and the molten images. 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


- - Jofiah was very young when he came to the throne, 
but had an excellent diſpoſition, and in all probability 
good guardians, , His wiſdom and piety diſplayed them- 

ſelves at an early age, for he was no more than twelve 
years old when he aſſumed the government, and began 
the reformation of his kingdom. Iſaiah had been long. 
dead, but it pleaſed the Loxp to raiſe up another great 
prophet, Jeremiah, as a comforter and counſellor to this, 
good prince, and the pious part of his ſubjects; and as a 
monitor to thoſe who neglected their duty. Some ex- 
tracts from the writings of this prophet will help to i» 
luſtrate this period of ſacred hiſtory, 
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SECTION VII. 
PART oP THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 
From Chap. i, So. 


In the thirteenth year of the reign of Joſiah, king of 
Judah, the Warp of the Loxp came unto me Jeremiah, 
the ſon. of Hilkiah, one of the prieſts that were in Ana- 
noth, in the land of Benjamin, ſaying, Before thou wert- 
brought into exiſtence, I knew thee; before thou cameſt. 
into the world, I ſanctified thee; and: ordained thee a. 
prophet unto all nations. | 

Then ſaid I, Ah, Loxp Gon, behold, I cannot ſpeak: 
for I am a child. 

But the Loxp ſaid unto me, Say not, I am a child: lor 
thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever 


command thee thou ſhalt ſgeak. 


* 


N 
Be not afraid of their faces: for Iam with thee, to de- 


Aver thee, ſaith the Loxp. 


Then the Lozp put forth his hand, and touched my 
mouth. And the Lonp faid unto me, Behold, I have 


put my words in thy mouth. | 
See, I have this day ſet thee over the nations, andover 


the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and to de- 


ſtroy, and to throw down; to build, and to plant. 

Moreover, the Worp ot the Loxp came unto me, 
faying, Jeremiah, what ſeeſt thou? And I ſaid, I fee a rod 
of an almond tree. 

Then ſaid the Loxp unto me, Thou haſt well Fl 
For I will haſten my word to perform it. 

And the Wor of the Lonp came unto me the ſecond 
time, ſaying, What ſeeſt thou? And I ſaid, I ſee a ſeeth+ 
ing pot, and the face thereof is toward the north. 

Then the Lorp ſaid unto me, Out of the north an evil 
Hall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land, 

For lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of 
the north, faith the Lono: and they thall come, and 
they ſhall fet every one his throne at the entering of the 
gates of Jeruſalem, and againſt all the walls thereof round 
about, and againſt all the cities of Judah. 

And ] wilt utter my judgments againſt them touching 
all their wickedneſs, who have forſaken me, and have 
burned incenſe unto other gods, and worſhipped the 
works of their own hands. 

Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and ariſe, and ſpeak: . 
unto them all that I command thee: be not diſmayed at 
their faces: leſt I confound thee before them. 

For behold, I have. made thee this day, a defenced 
city, and an iron pillar, and braſen walls againſt the 
whole land, againſt the kings of Judah, againſt the 
princes thereof, againſt the * thereof, * againſt 
the people of the land. 

And 
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And they ſhall fight againſt thee, but they ſhall not 
prevail againſt thee : for] am with thee, ſaith the Lon, 
to deliver thee. 

Moreover, the Worp of the Lorp came to me, ſay- 
Ing, Go, and cry in the ears of Jeruſalem, ſaying, Thus 
faith the Lonp, I remember thee, the kindneſs of thy 
youth, the loye of thine eſpouſals, when thou wenteſt 
after me in the wilderneſs, in a land that was not ſown. 

Iſrael was holineſs unto the Lonp, and the firſt fruits 
of his increaſe: all that devour him ſhall offend; evil 
ſhall come upon them, ſaith the Lomp. 

Hear ys the word of the Lorp, O houſe of Jacob, and 
all the families of the houſe of Iſrael: Thus ſaith the 
Lonkp, What iniquity have your fathers found in me that 
they are gone far from me, and have walked after va- 
nity, and are become vain? 

Neither ſaid they, Where is the Loxp that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, that led us through the 
wilderneſs; through a land of deſerts, and of pits, through 
a land of drought, and of the ſhadow of death; through 
a land that no man paſſed through, and where no man 
dwelt? | | 

And I brought you into a plentiful country, to eat the 
fruit thereof, and the goodneſs thereof: but when ye en- 
tered, ye defiled my land, and made mine heritage an 
abomination. 

The prieſts ſaid not, Where is the Loxn? and they 
that handle the law knew me not : the paſtors alſo tranſ- 
greſſed againſt me, and the prophets propheſied by Baal, 
and walked after things that do not profit. | 

Wherefore I will yet plead with you, ſaith the Lomp, 
and with your children's children will I plead. 
| For pals over the iſles of Chittim, and ſee; and ſend 

unto Kedar, and conlider diligently, and fee if there be 


ſuch a thing, ak 
4 : Hath 
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Hath a nation changed their gods? which are yet no 
gods; but my people have changed their glory for that 
which doth not profit. | 

Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be we 
afraid; be ye very deſolate, faith the Lonp, 

For my people have committed two evils; they have 
forſaketi me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water. 

Is Iſrael a ſervant ? is he a home-born ſlave? why tis 
he ſpoiled? | 

The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and 
they made his land waſte: his cities are burned without 
inhabitant. 

Alſo the children of Noph and Tahapanes have broken 
the crown of thy head. 

Haſt thou not procured this unto thyfelf, in that thou 
haſt forſaken the Lonp thy Gop, when he led thee by 
the way. 

And now what haſt 3 to do in the way of Egypt, 
to drink the waters of Sihor? or what haſt thou to do in 
the way of Affyria, to drink the waters ef the river? | 

Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and thy back- 
ſlidings ſhall reprove thee: know therefore and ſee, that 
it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the 
Loxp thy Gop, and that my fear is not in thee, ſaith the 
Lond Gop of hoſts. 

For of old time I have broken thy 8 and burſt thy 
bands; and thou ſaidſt, I will not tranſgreſs; when upon 
every high hill, and under every green tree thou wan- 
dereſt, 

Yet I had planted thee a noble · vine, wholly a right 
ſeed: how then art thou turned into the degenerate plant 
of a ſtrange vine unto me? 

For * thou waſh thee with nitre, and take thee 

much 


( 24 )) 
much ſope, yet thine i e 7 eee boſe me, faith 
| 4 Losp Goo. 

How canſt thou ſay, I am not, polluted, 1 bare not 
gone after Baalim? See thy way in the valley, know what 
thou haſt done: thou art a ſwift,dromedary traverſing 
her ways; a wild aſs uſed to the wilderneſs, that ſnuffeth 
up the wind at her pleaſure; in her occaſion who can 
turn her away? all they that ſeek her will not weary 
themſelves; in her mouth they ſhall find her. 

Withhold thy foot from being unſhod, and thy throat 
from thirſt But thou ſaidſt, There is no hope. No: 
for I have loved ſtrangers, and aſter them will I go. 

As the thief is ſhamed when he is found: ſo is 
the houſe of. Iſrael aſhamed; they, their kings, their 
princes, and their prieſts, and their prophets, ſaying to a 
ſtock, Thou art my father; and to a ſtone, Thou haſt 
brought me forth. For they have turned their back unto 
me, and not their face: but in the time of their trouble 
they will ſay, Ariſe, and ſave us. 

But where are thy gods that thou haſt ond thee ? let 

them ariſe, if they can fave thee in the time of thy trou- 

ble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy 
gods, O Judah. 

Where fore will ye plead with me? ye all have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt me, faith the Lozp, 

In vain have I fmitten your children; they received no 
correQion: your own ſword hath devoured your prophets, 
Jike a deſtroying lion. 

O generation, ſee ye the word of the Lorp : Have I 
been a wilderneſs unto Iſrael? a land of darkneſs? where- 
fore lay my people, We are lords; we will come no more 
unto thee? 

Why gaddeſt thou about fo, 8 to change thy way ? 
thou alſo ſhalt be aſhamed of Egypt, 1 thou waſt 
aſhamed of Aſlyria. 


Yea, 
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th _,- Yea, chou ſhalt go forth from him, and thine hands 
RN upon thine head: for the Lonp hath rejected thy con- 
ot fdences, and thou ſhalt not proſper in them. 
at Wilt thou not from this time cry unto me, My father, 
18 thou art the guide of my youth? Will he reſerve his an- 
th ger for ever? will he keep it to the end? Behold, thou 
an haſt ſpoken and done evil things as thou couldeſt. 
ry Go, and proclaim theſe words towards the north, and 
ſay, Return thou backſliding Iſrael, ſaith the Loxp, and 
at I will not. cauſe mine anger to fall upon you: for I am 
0: merciful, ſaith the Sy and I will not keep anger fot 
ever. 
is Only acknowledge thine 3 iniquity that thou haſt trand: 
Ir greſſed againſt the Lox D thy Gop, and haſt ſcattered thy 
5 ways to the ſtrangers under every green tree, and ye have 
1ſt not obeyed my voice, ſaith the-Loxp. 
ha Turn, O backſliding children, ſaith the Lord, for 1 
„le am married unto you: and J will take you one of a eity, 
and two of a family, and 1 will bring you to Zion. 
let And I will give you paſtors according to mine heart, 
ſt which ſhall teed you with knowledge and underſtanding. 
hy And it ſhall come to paſs when ye be multiplied and 
increaſed in the land, in thoſe days, faith the Lord, they 
n. ſhall ſay no more, 'The ark of the covenant of the'Lorpz 
neither ſhall it come to mind; neither ſhall they remem- 
Fg ber it; neither ſhall they vifit it; neither ſhall that be 
is, done any more. 
At that time they ſhall call Jeruſalem the n of 
1 the Lonp; and all the nations ſhall be gathered unto it, 
5g to the name of the LoD, to Jeruſalem: neither ſhall they 
= walk any more after the imagination of their evil heart. 
In thoſe days the houſe of Judah ſhall walk with the 
y? houſe of Iſrael, and they ſhall come together out of the 


aſt land of the north, to the land that. 1 have given for an 
inheritance unto your fathers. 


ea, Vor. IV. C But 
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But I ſaid, How fhall I put thee among the children, 
and give thee a pleaſant land, a goodly heritage of the 
hoſts of nations? and 4 ſaid, Thou ſhalt call me, uy fa- 
ther; and ſhalt not turn away from me. 

Surely, as a wife treachereuſly departeth from has huſ- 
band, ſo have ye dealt treacherouſly with me, O houſe of 
Iſrael, faith the Lond. 

A voice was heard upon the high places, weeping wind 
ſupplications of the children of Iſrael: for they have per- 
verted their way, and they have n the Lonxn 
their Gon. 

Return, ye backſliding children, and I will heal your 
hackflidings, Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art 
the Loxb our Gon. | 

Froly in vain is ſalvation hoped for from the hills, and 
from the multitude of mountains : truly i in the Lorp our 
Gon is the ſalvation of Iſrael. 

For ſhame hath devoured the labour of our fathers 
from our youth; their flocks, and their herds, their ſons 
and their daughters. 

We lie down in our ſhame, and our confuſion covereth 
us: for we have ſinned againſt the Lon D our Go, we 
and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, and 
| have not obeyed the voice of the Loxp our Gop. 

If thou wilt return, O Iſrael, faith the Loxp, return 
unto me: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations 
out of my fight, then ſhalt thou not remove. 

| And thou ſhalt ſwear, The Lon p hiveth, in truth, in 
Judgment, and in righteonſneſs : and the nations ſhall 
| en themſelves in bim, and 0 him ſhall they glory. 


| ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS; 
It is a great proof of the fore-knowledge of Gop, that 
he ſhould pre-ordain to the prophetic office, a man-fo 
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proper for it as Jeromiah. When the word of the Logs 
came to this faithful prieſt (nover' having felt the force 
of Divine energy), he doubted his own ſufficiency to 
perform the taſk, which muſt have appeared particu- 
larly arduous at a time when miquity was ſo prevalent 
among the people of Judah; but no ſooner did Jeremiah 
receive aſſurance that he ſhould have Divine ſupport, and 
be qualified for the office, than he readily undertook, 
without further heſitation, to do the will of tlie Lokp, 
in ſpite of all the oppoſition with Which he was threat- 
ened. 

- Ia what beautiful and pathetic lan guage does Jeremiah 
addreſs himſelf to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, remind- 
ing them of the kindneſs of the Lox to their forefathers, 
and of their own tranfgreſſions; ſhewing them that they 
had neglected Gop more than the heathens, whom they 
deſpiſed, had neglected the idols which they worthipped : 
that their fins were great enough to raiſe aſtoniſhment in 
all the inhabitants of the heaven and earth. He affured 
them, that the evils which had been permitted to fall on 
their nation were the juſt puniſhment'of their fins; and 
upbraided them for making alliances with other nations, 
for their inclination to idolatry, and for their ingratitude 
in rebelling againſt the IL. onD Goo. He then encouraged 
them by the moſt gracious promiſes of pardon*, s“. 


111, 


SECTION WII, duh 4 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OP Jost KING or | 
| * Jupan. a 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxii. - Chron. Chap. xxxiv. 


Axy the king commanded Hilkiab the high prieſt, 
and the prieſts of the ſecond order, and: the keepers of 

V See Dr. Smith's Summary View of the Prophecies, 
C2 | the 
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the door, to bring forth out of the temple of the Lon all 
the veſſels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, 
and for all the hoſt of heaven. And he burned them 
without Jeruſalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried 
the aſbes of them unto Beth-el. 

And he put down the idolatrous ** — the 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn incenſe in the high 
places, in the cities of Judah, and in the places round 
about Jeruſalem, them alſo that burned incenſe unto 
Baal, to the ſun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and 
to all the hoſt of heaven. 

And he brought out the grove from the houſe of the 
Lond, without Jeruſalem, unto the brook Kidron, apd 


| burned it at the brook Kidron, and ſtamped it to ſmall 


powder, and caſt the powder thereof upon the graves of 
the children of the people. 

And he brought all the prieſts out of the cities of Ju- 
dab, and defiled the high places where the prieſts had 
burned incenſe, from Geba to Beer-ſheba, and brake 


down the high places of the gates that were in the en- 


tering-in of the gate of Joſhua the governor of the city, 
which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city. 
Nevertheleſs, the prieſts of the high places came not 
up to the altar of the Lonp in Jeruſalem, but they did 
eat of the unleayened bread among their brethren. 

And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the 
children of Hinnom, that no man might make his ſon or 
his daughter to paſs through the fire T5 Molech. 

And he took away the horſes that the kings of Judah 
had given to the ſun, at. the entering in of the houſe of 


the Lonp, by the chamber of Nathan melech the cham- 


berlain, which was in the ſuburbs, and burned the cha- 
riots of the ſan with fire, 


ON EINE Durron Ba top fg upper cham- 
der 


(29) 

| ber of Ahaz, which the kings of Jndak had made, and 

* the altars which Manaſſeh had made in the two courts 

X of the houſe of the Lon, did the king beat down, anl. 

| brake them down from thence, and caſt the duſt of them 

into the brook Kidron. s 

: And the high places that were before Jeruſalem, which 

| were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, 

| which Solomon the king of Iſrael had builded for Aſhy 

| toreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Che- 

moth the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom 
the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king 

defile. 

b And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the 

groves, and filled their places with the bones of men. 

1 'Moreover, the altar that was at Beth-el, and the high 
place which Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael 
to fin, had made, both that altar and the bigh place he 


[ brake down, and ſtamped it ſmall to powder, and * 
: the grove. 
. And as Jofiah turned himſelf, he ſpied the ſopalchres 


R "that were there in the mount, and ſent, and took the 
\ bones oat of the ſepulchres, and burned them npon the 
t altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the Lonn 
| which the man of Gop proclaimed, who proclaimed 
| theſe words againſt the altar in the word of the Lonp, 
: and ſaid, 
7 O altar, altar, thus ſaith the Lib Behold, a child 
ſhall be born unto the houſe of David, Joſiah by name, 


1 and upon thee ſhall he offer the prieſts of the high places 
f that burn incenſe upon thee, and men's bones ſhall _w 
— burnt upon thee. 


Then joſiah ſaid, What title i is that that [ ſee?! 40 
the men of the city told him, It is the ſepulchre of the 
man of Gon that came from Judah, and prqclaimed theſe 

T things at thou haſt done againſt the altar of Beth- el. 
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And he ſaid; Let him alone, let no man move his 
bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of 
the prophet that came out of Samaria. 

And all the houſes alfo of the high places that were 
in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Iſrael had 
made to provoke the Loxp to anger, Joſiah took away, 
and did to them according to all the acts chat he had 


done in Bethel. 


And he flew all the prieſts of the high places that 
were there, upon the altars, and burned men's bones upon 
them, and returned to 9 *. | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 
It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that Joſiah was actuated, 


not merely by his own inclinations, but alſo by Jere- 
miab's predictions, to deſtroy all the monuments of 


idolatry in his kingdom; for we read in a former ſection, 


that this good king began his work of reformation in 
the twelfth year of his reign; and Jeremiah informs us, 
that te was called to the prophetic office in the thir- 
teenth, No ſooner did Joſiah teſtify his zeal, than the 


_ dJorp-encouraged.; him to perſevere. 


Joſſah had an undoubted right to deſtroy the monu- 
ments of idolatry an the land of Iſrael, as well as Judah; 
for after the captivity of the ten tribes, all who efeaped 
put themſelves under the protection, and were united 
with the ſubjects of the king of Judah; who, as tlie de- 
Aeendant of David, was their lawfal ſovereign. Beſides, 


it is imagined that the kings of Aſlyria, who conquered 


the kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, did, at the time of 
nn reſtoration, On * the kings of Jadah, 


* 2 Chronicles, xxxiv.- vill. ſeems to juſtify my placing this event 
tris t to the finding the Law, | 
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who perhaps paid them homage on this boden a ſo- 
vereignty over all the land of Canaan. 

How greatly muſt it have aſtoniſhed Joſiah, to find 
that the very action he was then performing had been 
foretold many years before | This circumſtance was a 
farther confirmation to him that he was doing his duty. 
How wonderful are the ways of Providence 


SECTION IX. 


THE TONTINUATION OF THE REIGN or JOSHAH KING 
OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxii. 2 Chron, Chap. xxxix. 


Nov in the eighteenth year of his reign, when Joſiah 
had purged the land, and the houſe, he ſent Shaphan the 
ſon of Azaliah, and Maaſeiah the governor of the city, 
and Joah the ſon of Joahaz the recorder, to repair the 
houſe of the Lon D his Gop. 

And when they came to Hilkiah the high prieſt, they 
ne, the money that was brought into the houſe of 


God, which the Levites that kept the doors had gather- 


ed of the hand of Manaſſeh and Ephraim, and of all 
the remnant of Ifrael, and of all Judah, and Benjamin, 
and they returned to Jeruſalem. - 
And they put it in the hand of the workmen that had 
the ovetlight of the houſe of the Lon, aud they gave it 
to the workmen that wrought in the houſe of the _ 
to repair and mend the houſe: . 
Even to the artificers aud builders bee they it, to 


buy hewn ſtone, and timber for couplings, and to floor 


the houſes, which the kings of Judah had deftroyed. 
And the men did the work faithfully : and the over- 
fers of them were. Jahath, and Obadiah, the Levites, of 
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the ſons of Merari; al Zechariah, and ** n. of 
the ſons of the Kohathites, to ſet it forward; and other 
of the Levites, all that could ſkill of 2 of 
muſic. | : 

Alſo they were over the bearers of burdens, and were 
overſeers of all that wrought the work in any manner 
of ſervice: and of the Levites there were ſcribes, and 
officers, and porters, 

And when they brought out the money that was 
brought into the houſe of the Lord, Hilkiah the prieſt 
found a book of the law of the Logp, given by Moſes. 

And Hilkiah ſaid to Shaphan the ſcribe, I have found 
the book of the Law in the houſe of the Loxkp. And 
Hilkiah delivered the book to. Shaphan. ; 

And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and 
brought the king word back again, ſaying, All that was 
committed to thy ſervants, they do it. a 

And they have gathered together the money that 1 Was 
found in the houſe of the Lox, and have delivered it 
into-the hand of the overſeers, and Wa of the 
workmen. 

Then Shaphan the ſcribe told the king, ſaying, Hil- 
Kian the prieſt hath given me a book. And — 
read it before the king. 0 

And it came to paſs when the king had heard the 
words of the law, that he rent his clothes, 

And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahikam the 
fon of Shaphan, and Abdon the ſon of Micah, and Sha- 
phan the ſcribe, and Aſaiah a ſervant of the king's, ſay- 
ing, Go, enquire of the Loxp for me, and for. them that 
are left in Iſrael and in Judah, concerning the words of 
the book that is found: for great is the wrath of the. 
Lonp that is poured out upon us, becauſe our fathers 
-have not kept the word of the Lon, to do after all that 


Is written än this book. - : 


* 


Aud 


(93 ) 
And Hilkiab, and they that the king had appointed, 
went to Huldah the propheteſs, the wife of Shallum the 
ſon of Tikvath, the ſon of Haſrath, keeper of the ward- 
robe. Now ſhe dwelt in Jeralalera | in the college. And 
they ſpake to her to that effet, e. 

And ſhe anſwered them, Thus ſaith the Lons Gov of 
Ifrael, Tell ye the man that ſent you to me, | 

Thus faith the Loxp, Behold, I will bring evil upon 

this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all 
the curſes that are written in the book which oy have 
read before the king of Judah: 
'. Becauſe they have forſaken me, ow . burned in- 
cenſe unto other gods, that they might provoke 'me to- 
anger with all the works of their hands: therefore my 
wrath ſhall be poured out upon this place, and ſhall not 
be quenched. 

And as for the king of Judah, who ſent you toenquire 
of the Lorp, fo ſhall ye fay unto him, Thus ſaith the 
Loxp Gop of Iſrael concerning the words which _ 
haſt heard : 
| Becauſe thine heart was tender, and thou dan hunt- 
ble thyſelf before Gop when thou heardeſt his words 
againſt this place, and againſt the inhabitants thereof, 
and humbledſt thyſelf before me, and didit rent thy 
clothes, and weep before me: I have even heard es 
alſo, ſaith the Loxp. 

Behold, I wilt gather thee to thy widens and Gow 
ſhalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither ſhall 
thine eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon this - 
place, and upon the inhabitants of the lame: So * 
brought the king word again. 

Then the king ſent and gathered opting all the elders 

of Judah and Jeruſalem. 

And the king went up into the houſe of nen 

and all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jcruſu- 
C3 lem, 


- 


(a ) 
lem, and the prieſts, and the Levitetz, and all the people 
great and ſmall: and he read in their ears all the words 
of duch xp dus that was ! in the TO 
of the LoRDU. i 101383002) 1: 

And the king ſtood in his 5 4 Frye oovenatrt 
before the Lonp, to walk after the Lonb, and to keep 
his commandments, and his teſtimonies, and his Tatwees, 
with all his heart and with all his foul, to perform the 
words of the covenant which are written in this book. 
And he canſed all that were prefent in Jeruſalem and 
Benjamin to ſtand to it. And the inhabitants of Jeru- 
_ falem did according to the covenant of Gon, the Gob of 
their fathers. 

And Joſiah took away all the 0 out of all 
the (countries that pertained to the children of Iſrael, 
and made all that were preſent in Iſrael to ſerve, even 
to ſerve the T-RD their Gor, And all his days they 
departed not from ee the Lioud, the Gop of their 
fatheßw , 

And the king e all the . coping Keep 
the Paſſover unto the LoxD your m_ as it is written 
in the book of this covenant. 

And in the eighteenth year of king Joſiah this Pail 
over was holden to the Loxp in Jeruſalem. ' 

-- Surely there was not holden ſuch a Paffover, from the 
oy. of the judges that judged Iſrael, nor in all the days 
of the kings of rae], nor of the kings of Judah. 


AN NOTATION 8 anp REFLECTION S. 


* After deſtroying all that belonged to idol worthip, and 
cleanſing and beautifying the Temple, the good Jofiah 
%as deſirous of reſtoring the ſervice of the Lok, accord- 
ing to its original inſtitution, How wonderful it is to 
read, that no ſooner did he ſet about this defign, than 
tbe original law, of which the kingdom had been de- 

prived 


_ 
prived while it was addicted to idolatry, was utlexpeR- 
edly brought to light! 

The * copy found by Hilkiah is thought to have been 
that written by Moſes,” and by bim commanded to be 
depoſited with the Ark, in the Mes HoLy PLAcx; but 
which ſome pious prieſt had thus cauſed to be hidden in 
the reign of Ahaz or Manalleh, to prevent its being de- 
firoped: We can hardly ſuppoſe that all the copies of 
the law, which were very numerous in the days of He- 
zekiah, were deitroyed ; but Jofiah certainly had never, 
as the Lonp + required, tranſcribed it with his own 
hand, becauſe the only authentic copy was not to be 
found. The high prieſt, therefore, had great reaſon to 
rejoice when the original came to light, and Jofiah's at- 
tention was particularly awakened to a more ſerious con- 
Hderation of the andoubtgd original book of Moſes, ſo 
as to obſerve paſſages which might before have eſcaped 
his obſervation. It ſeems to have been by the direction 
of Divine Providence, thatShaphan opened the book at that 
part of it which contained the curſes denounced againſt 
the people of Iſrael, and. the king in particular, for a 
negled of the Law. Joſiah now reſolved to leave no- 
thing undone, that was in his power, to complete the 
reformation of his kingdom; and ſolemnly and pub- 
licty declared his own reſolution to obſerve the condt- 
tions of the Covenant in the ſtricteſt manner, and re- 
quired his fabje&ts to do the fame, 

In order that the people of Iſrael and Judah might 
afterwards have no excuſe for their wiekedneſs, they 
were warned before they had arrived to the higheſt de- 
gree of guilt, by the prophet Jeremiah, who continued 
to declare unto them the dreadful judgments which 
they would provoke the Loxp to ſend upon them. 

* Univerſal Hiftory, + Deut. xvii. 1%. 
| C6 SECTION 


1) 


SECTION X. 


| | PART OF, THE PROPHECY OF lnazuan | Nis; 


From Chap. iv. 


- Tavs faith the Lonn to the men of Judah and Jeru- 
falem, Break up are fallow ground, and ſow FTP 
thorns. 

Correct your hearts, ye men of Tudab, 120 inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem: leſt my fury come forth like fire, and 
burn that none can quench it, becauſe of * 
your doing. 

Declare ye in Judab, and publiſh in Abe and fp, 
Blow ye the trampet in the land: cry, gather together, 
and fay, Aſſemble yourſelves, and let us go into the * 
fenced cities. 

Set up the ſtandard towards Zion: retire, ſtay not, ſor 
Iwill bring evil from the north, and a great deſtruction. 

Tae lion is come up from his thicket, and the de- 
ſtroyer of the Gentiles is on his way; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land deſolate, and thy city 
ſhall be laid waſte, without an inhabitant. 

For this gird you with ſackcloth, lament and bowl: 
for the fierce anger of the Lonp is not turned back 
from us. ” 

And it ſhall come to paſs at that day, ſaith the Lonn, 
that the heart of the king ſhall periſh, and the heart of 
the princes: and the prieſts ſhall be won p irene and the 
prophets ſhall wonder. 
| Then ſaid I, Ah Lomp Gop, ſurely thou haſt greatly 
deceived this people, and Jeruſalem, ſaying, Ye ſhall 
have peace; whereas the ſword reacheth unto the ſoul. 

At that time ſhall i it be 48 to chis people, and to Jeru- 
28 ſalem, 


4 


* 


(87 )) 
alem, A dry wind of the high places in the wilderneſs, 
toward the daughter ay ed people, not to nes nor "t 
cleanſe 
Even a full wind rs thoſs Sides that come unto 
me: now alſo will I give ſentence againſt them. 

Behold, he ſhall come up as clouds, and his chariots 
ſhall be as a whirlwind: his horſes are Cw than 
.cagles: wo. unto us, ſor we are ſpoiled. - - a 

O Jeruſalem, waſh thine heart from wickedneſs, that 
thou mayeſt be ſaved; how long ſhall LIP vain er 
lodge within thee? +» 

For a voice declareth from ak and oubliſheth afflic- 
tion from mount Ephraim. 

Make ye mention to the ai behold, publiſh 
againſt Jerufalem, that watchers come from a far coun- 
try, and give out their voice againſt the cities of Judah. 

As keepers of a field, are they: againſt her round 
about; becauſe ſhe hath been rebellious n me, 
ſaith the Loxp. 

Thy way and thy doings have procured theſe things 
unto thee, this is thy wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter: 
becauſe it reacheth unto thine heart. | 

My bowels, my bowels, I am pained at my very heart, 
my heart maketh a noiſe in me, I cannot hold my peace, 
becauſe thou haſt heard, O my ſoul, the ſound of the 
| Urumpet, the alarm of war. 

Deſtruction upon deſtruction. is mind for the whole 
land is ſpoiled: ſuddenly are my tents ſpoiled, and my 
curtains in a moment. 

How long ſhall I ſee the ſtandard, and hear the ſound * 

of the trumpet ? 7 
For my people are fooliſh, they = not known, me, 
they are ſottiſh children, and they have none ynder- 
ſtanding : they are wiſe to do eyil, but to do good they 
have no knowledge. 


J beheld + 


— — . — — —  — — 
” 


— — — 


(9) 


L Peheld the earth, bnd lo, it Was rn e 
Foil; and; the heavens, and they ad no light, . | 
I beheld the mountains, and lo, they crembled:- al 
all the hills moved lightly. 16nd bun Ums use 
I beheld, and lo, there was ve man, en- 
of the heavens were fled. 0104 
I beheld, and lo, eee eee 
and all the cities. thereof were broken down at the « 
Nnce of che Lon, and by his fierce anger. 
For thus hath the Loxp faid, The whole land nal 
be deſolate : yet will I not make a full end. | | 
For this ſhall the earth monrn, and the heavens above 
be black: becauſe I have ſpoken it, I have purpoſed it, 
and will not repent, neither will I turn back from it. 
The whole city thall flee, for the noiſe of the horſe- 
men and bow-men, they ſhall go into thickets, and climb 
up upon the rocks: every city thall ve forſaken, and 


not 2 man dwell therein. 


And when thou art ſpoiled, what wilt thou do? Thowgh 
thou clotheſt thytelf with crimſon, though thou deckeſt 


ther with ornaments of gold, though thou renteſt thy 


face with painting, in vain ſhalt thou make thyſelf fair, 


thy lovers will deſpiſe thee, they will ſeck thy life. 


Bor I have heard a voice as of a woman in her utmoſt 


pain and anguiſh; the voice of the dangliter of Zion: 


that bewaileth herſelf, that ſpreadeth her hands, ſay- 
ing, Wo is me now, for my ſoul is wearted becauſe of 


ANNOTATIONS, AvD REFLECTIONS. | 


Jeremiah ſaw with his mind's eye, by Divine inſpira- 
tion, the conqueror on his march to execute Divine ven- 
geance on Judah; and the various calamities that would 


enſue. He enn, in the moſt pathetic terms, the ap- 


Proaching 


{Qt WI) 

proaching ruin of his conntry ;. and calls con his co- 
ries moſt affectionately, in the name of the Lony, 

to repent and amend before it became too late. The fad 

entaſtzophe is next repreſented by a beottiful alſemlilage 


of the moſt lively images. 


PART or THE PROPHECY or EHI. 


From Chap. v. 
Rox ye to and fro through the Areets of be, 
and fee now and know, and ſeek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any that exe- 
cuteth judgment, that fecketh the truth, and 1 will 
pardon it. 

And though they ſay, The Lonp liveth, farely they 
ſwear falſely. 

O Loxp, are not thine eyes upon the teath? thou haft 
ſtricken them, but they have not grieved; thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive cor- 
rection: they have made their faces harder n a rock, 
they have refaſed to return. 

Therefore I ſaid, Surely theſe are poor, a are fool- 
mh : for they know not the way of the Lond, nor the 
judgment of their Gon. 

I will get me unto the great men, and will fpeak unto 
them; for they have known the way of the Lon , and 
the judgment of their Gop : but theſe have altogether }. , 
broken the yoke, and burſt the borrds, 

Wherefore a lion out of the foreſt ſhall hay thei, and. 
a wolf of the evenings ſhall ſpoil chem, a leopard ſhall 
watch over their cities : every 'one that goeth out thenee 
ſhall be torn in pieces : becauſe their tranſgreſſions are 
many, and their backſlidings are increaſed. 

| Shall 


{ 40 ) 
ball 1 not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Sethe 
and ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 

Go ye up upon her walls, and deſtroy, but make not 
a full end: take away her battlements, for they are not 
the Lonp's. 

For the houſe of Iſrael, and the deu of Judah, have 
dealt very treacherouſly againſt me, ſaith the Loxp, 

They have belied the Loxp, and ſaid, It is not He, 
neither ſhall evil come upon us, neither ſhall we ſee 
ſword nor famine : 

And the prophets ſhall become wind, and the word is 
not in them: thus ſhall it be done unto them. - 
Wherefore thus ſaith the Loup Gop of hoſts, Becauſe 
ye ſpeak this word, behold, I will make my words in 
thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it ſhall de- 
vour them. 

Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, 0 houſe 
of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord : it is a mighty nation, it is an 
ancient nation, a nation whoſe language thou * 
not, neither underſtandeſt what they ſay. 

Their quiver is as an open erg ; they are all 
mighty men. 

And they ſhall eat up thine barveſt, oh thy bread, 
. which thy ſons and thy daughters ſhould eat: they ſhall 
eat up thy flocks and thine herds; they ſhall eat up thy 
vines and thy fig-trees: they ſhall impoveriſh thy een 
cities wherein thou truſteſt, with the ſword. 

Nevertheleſs in thoſe days, ſaith the 8 J will not 
- make a full end of you. 

And it ſhall come to paſs when ye ſhall ſay, Where- 
fore doth the Loxp our Gop all theſe things unto us? 
then ſhalt thou anſwer them, Like as ye have forſaken 
me and ſerved ſtrange gods in your land; ſo ſliall ye 
. that is not yours. i 


n 


(a) 
Declare this in the houſe of Jacob, and publith it in 
Judah, ſaying, Hear now this, O foolith people, and 


without underſtanding, which have eyes and fee not, 


which have ears and hear not: fear ye not me? ſaith 
the Lonp: will ye not tremble at my preſence, which 
have placed the ſand for the bound of the ſea, by a per- 
petual decree, that it cannot paſs it; and though the 


waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can they not prevail; | 


thoagh they roar, yet can they not pals over it ? 

But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious heart: 
they are revolted and gone, 

Neither ſay they in their heart, Let us now fear the 
Lord our Gop, that giveth rain, both the former and the 
latter in his ſeaſon: he reſerveth unto us the appointed 

weeks of the harveſt. | 

; Your iniquities have turned away theſe things, and 


your fins have withholden good things from you. 


For among my people are found wicked men : they 


lay wait as he that ſetteth ſnares, ey as a np. they 
eatch men. | 


As a cage is full of birds, ſo are their houſes full of de- 
ceit : therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. 

They are waxen fat, they ſhine: yea, tiey overpaſs 
the deeds of the wicked : they judge not the cauſe, tire 


cauſe of the fatherleſs, yet they proſper: and the _ 
of the needy do they not judge. 


Shall I not viſit for theſe things? ſaith the Loxp: ſhall 
not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 


land. 


The bets propheſy falſely, and the prieſts bear 
rule by their means, and my people love to have it fo: 
me what will ye do in the end thereof? ? 


1 whom ſhall I ſpeak and give warning, that they 
way 


11 


A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 


| 


. 68 5) 


may hear? behold, their ear is alienated, and they can- 
not hearken: behold, the word of the Lord is unto 
them a reproach; they have no delight in it. 

Therefore I am full of the fury of the Loxp; I am 
weary with holding in: I will pour it out upon the 
children abroad, and upon the atlembly of young men 
together: for even the huſband with the wife ſhall be 
taken, the aged with him that is full of days. 

And their houſes: ſhall be turned unto others, with 
their fields and wives together: for I will ſtreteh out my 
hand upon the inhabitants of the land, faith the Lov. 

For from the leaſt of them even unto the greateſt of 
them, every one is given to covetouſneſs, and from the 
Prophet even unto the prieſt, every one dealeth falſely. 
They have healed alſo the hurt of the daughter of my 
people Wightly, ug e en when dene i is no 
Peace. 
Were they aſhamed We thay had m——_——— Wo- 
mination? nay, they were not aſhamed, neither could 
they bluſh: therefore they ſhall fall among them that 
fall: at the time that I viſit them, en be caſt 
down, faith the Loxy. © © 
Thus faith the Lon, Stand ye ba the ways, nd] 2 
Js afk for the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls. mm 
they ſaid, We will not walk therein. 
Alfo I Tet watchmen over you, faying, Hearken to 


the ſound of the ga Wh * _ "a We! wal not 


abearken, 

Therefore 3 ye 25 and know 0 congregation, 
ne hem. 

; Hear, O earth: behold, 1 will 11 n en 
ee even the fruit of their choughts, becauſe they 
Rave not hearkened unto my words, mor to my law, but 
9 88 it. 


To 


| BY 237 
To what purpoſe cometh there to me incenſe from 


Sheba? and the ſweet cane from a far country? your. 


burnt-offerings are not acceptable, nor your ſacrifices 
ſweet unto me. 
Iherefore thus ſaith the Lonp, Behold, I will lay 
ſtumbling- blocks before this people, and the fathers and 
the ſons together ſhall fall upon them; the neighbour 
and his friend ſhall periſh. 
Thus faith the Loxp, Behold, a people cometh from 


the north country, and a great nation ſhall be raiſed from 


the ſides of the earth. 

They ſhall lay hold on bow and ſpear : they are cruel, 
and have no mercy : their voice roareth like the ſea, and 
they ride upon horſes, ſet in array as men of war againſt 
thee, O daughter of Zion. 

We have heard the fame, thereof; our hands wax 
feeble: anguiſh hath taken hold of us, and pain as of a 
woman in her heavieſt anguiſh, 

Go not forth into the field, nor walk by the way : for 


the ſword of the enemy and fear is on every fide. 
ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 

Having deſcribed the judgments impendivg on the na- 
tion, the prophet enlarges on the corruptions that would 
prevail among the people, which are affirmed to be the 
caufe of their ruin. More particulatly Gop is intreduced 
as complaining of the corruption of Judah; which He 
foreknew would become ſo great, that if one righteous 
perſon was to ſave Jeruſalem, that one would net be 


found. The prophet then complaius that pp 12 


would not be confined to the lower orders of people, butt 
would include the higher ranks, and then, in the name 
of Gov, calls, by way of anticipation, upon the enemy to 


WP the city of Jeruſalem, that devoted city whoſe 
inhabitants 


(44) Won 
inhabitants added to their other fins the higheſt con- 
tempt of Gop's word and prophets. The prophet ſee- 
ing, in idea, the enemy on their march, bids his people 
ſet up the uſual ſignals of diſtreſs, and ſpread the general 
alarm, to betake themſelves to flight. Gop is then re- 
preſented as directing the beſiegers againſt this guilty 
city, which finned as inceffantly as a fountain flows, 
although warned of the fatal conſequence, He intimates, 
that one invaſion ſhould carry away the remains of ano- 
ther, till their diſobedience, hypocriſy, and other fins, 
ſhould end in their total overthrow; and calls upon the 
whole world to witneſs the equity of Go v's proceedings 


in thus puniſhing them. 
This portion of Scripture is calculated to awaken in 


every breaſt ſerious reflections on the dreadful effects of 
national fin, which ſhould lead every indiv dna to 


ameud his own ways *. 


wy SECTION XII 1 
THE CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF JoSTAH KING OF 
JUDAH. 


From 2 Chron. Chap. xxxv. 


33 all this, when Joſiah had prepared the temple, 
Necho king of Egypt came up to fight againſt Charche- 
miſh by Euphrates : and Joſiah went out againſt him. 

But Necho ſent ambaſſadors to him, ſaying, What 
have I to do with thee, thou king of Judah? I come not 
againſt thee this day, but againſt the houſe wherewith I 
have war: for God commanded me to make haſte : for- 


be 7th, Sch, gth, 1oth, rith, and 12th chapters of Jeremiah may 
be read here, with Dr. Smith's Comment on them: — from which great 


beat 


vg N Annotations · are extractod. 


: (03 
bear thee from ' meddling with Gon, who is with me, 
that he deſtroy thee not. 

Nevertheleſs Joſiah would not turn his face from him, 
but diſguiſed himſelf that he might fight with him, and 
hearkened not unto the words of Necho from the mouth 
of Gop, and came to fight in the valley of Megiddo, Will 

And the archers ſhot at king Joſiah: and the king 
ſaid to his ſervants, Have me away; for I am ſore | 
wounded. 
His ſervants therefore took him out of that chariot, | 
and put him into the ſecond chariot that he had; and Fl 

| 

, 


l 


they brought him to Jeruſalem, and he died, and was bu- 1 | 
ried in one of the ſepulchres of his fathers, and all Judah 
and Jeruſalem mourned for Joſiah. | 

And like uato him was there no king before him, that 1 
turned to the Lonxůp with all his heart, and with all his 
ſoul, and with all his might, according to all the law of 
Moſes; neither after him aroſe there any like him. | 
| Notwithſtanding, the Lonp turned not from the fierce- 1 
neſs of his great wrath, where with his anger was kindled } 
againſt Judah, becauſe of all the provocations that Ma- | 

nafſeh had provoked him withal. 1 

- And the Lonp ſaid, I will remove Judah allo. ont of | 
my fight, as 1 have removed Iſrael, and will caſt off this q 
city Jeruſalem, which I have chofen, and the houſe {| 
of which I ſaid, My name ſhall be there. 

And Jeremiah lamented for Joſiah; and all the fing- 
ing men and finging women ſpake of Joſiah in their la- 
mentations to this day, and made them an ordinance in 
Iſrael : and behold, they are written in the lamentations. 
No the reſt of the acts of Jofiah, and his goodneſs, 
according to that wich was written in the Jaw of the 
Lonp, 


And 
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And his deeds, firſt and laſt, behold, they are written 
in the book of the kings of Iſrael and Judah. © 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Jofiah had reigned thirty-one years in profound peace, 
when he reſolved to oppoſe Pharaoh Necho in his expe- 


dition againſt Aſſyria. From this circumſtance we may 
judge, that an alliance ſubſiſted between the king of 
Judah and the Aſſyrian monarch. 


Wo are told, that h hearkened not unto the words of 


Noecho from the mouth of Gop, It cannot be thought that 
this idolatrous prince had received an exprefs revelation 
from the Lou IHA; we may rather ſuppoſe that he 
had heard ſome prediction reſpecting himſelf, ſpoken by 
one of the Lory's prophets, which he made uſe of to in- 
timidate Joſiah ; and this opinion is confirmed by a paſ- 
ſage in the firſt book of Eſdras, relating to this event, 
which intimates that Jeremiah had uttered a prophecy 
concerning the ſucceſs of Necho againſt the king of Aſ- 
tyria *. In this caſe Jofiah was certainly guilty of a tranſ- 
greflion in going againſt the king of Egypt: beſides, he 
had been warned by Jeremiah himſelf to have no con- 
cerns with Egypt or Hants and he paid dear for his 
inattention. 

Notwithſtanding the reformation which appeared in 
the ak ol it is aid, that the Lonp turned not from the 


Frercenefs of his great wrath, becauſe of all the provecations 


that Manafſth had provoked lum withal, We muſt not ſup- 


Poſe that the people were deftined to deſtruction for the 


fins which Manaſſeh Aimee committed (for he by repent- 
ance and humility obtained the pardon of Gop) ; but for 


. #heir own concurrence in them, and inclination to repeat 
5 The land was defiled by the innocent blood that was 


* 3 Eſdras i. 28. + See ſect ion vii, 
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gat! in the days of Manaſſeh, and by the purodidBion of art 
idol into the SANCTUARY yet the people continued indif- 
ferent to the honour of the Loxp, and were not ſolici- 
tous to regain his favour. They obſerved, indeed, the 
ceremonials of religion, from a fear of the king's autho- 
rity; but neglected to reform their morals, notwithſtand- 
ing the repeated admonitions of the e ſome of 
which we have lately read. : 

It might be faid, that a wort down to his grave in 
peace, as the Lonxp had promiſed by Huldah the prophet- 
eſs, becauſe he was taken away whilft his kingdom was. 
in a proſperous ſtate, before the calamities with which it 
was threatened came upon it, and whilſt he was in peace 
and reconcihation with Gop, who did not fend the king 
of Egypt againſt him. 

The death of this excellent prince was deſervedly la- 
mented by all his people. 


SECTION XIII. 
PAKP OP THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH, | 


From Chap. i, &c. 


How doth the city fit folitary that was full of peoples. 


how is ſhe hecome as a widow! ſhe that was great among 
the nations, and princeſs among the provinces, how is 
ſhe become tributary! She weepeth fore in the nicht, 
and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers 
ſhe hath none to comfort her: all her friends have dealt 
treacheroufly with her, they are become her enemies. 
Judah is gone into captivity, becanſe%of afſliction, and 
becauſe of great ſrrvitude: ſhe dwelleth among the hea- 
then, he fandeth po reſt: e e or hr ics 2-1 
between the ſtraits. ay 
The ways of Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to 
the 
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the ſolemn: feaſts :, all her gates are deſolate: her prieſts 
ſigh, her virgins are afflicted, and ſhe is in bitterneſs. - 

Her adverſaries are the chief, her enemies proſper : for 
the Lonp hath afflicted her for the multitude of her 
tranſgreſſions: her children are gone into ix before: 
the enemy. 

And from the daughter of Zion all her beouty - is de- 


| parted: her princes are become like harts that find no 


paſture, and they are gone without ſtrength before the 
purſuer. 


Jeruſalem remembered in the days of her affliction and 


of her miſeries all her pleaſant things that ſhe had in 


the days of old, when her people fell into the hand of 


the enemy, and none did help her: the adverſaries ſaw her, 
and did mock at her ſabbaths. e 


The adverſary hath ſpread out his hand upon all her 


pleaſant things: for ſhe hath ſeen that the heathen en- 


tered into her ſanQtuary, whom thou didſt command * 
they ſhould not enter into thy congregation. 

All her people figh, they ſeek bread, they have given 
their pleaſant things for meat to relieve the foul : fee, O 
Lox, and conſider; for 1 am become vile. 


Is it nothing to you, all ye that paſs by? behold, and 


fee, if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, which is 
done unto me; wherewith the Loxp hath afflicted me in 


the day of his fierce anger. . 
From above hath he ſent fire into my bones, and it 


prevailed againſt them: he hath.ſpread a net for my feet, 
he hath turned-me back : he hath made me * and 
Fol all the day. 


The yoke of re ae en e is 3 by his bd: 


| they are wreatbed, and come up upon my neck: he hath 
made my ſtrength to fail; the Lon p hath delivered me 
into their hands from whom I am not able to riſe up 
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The Lonp hath trodden under foot all my mighty men 
in the midſt of me: he hath called an aſſembly againſt 
me to cruſh my young men: the Loup hath trodden the 
virgin the danghter of Judah as in a wane preſs. 

For theſe things I weep ; mine eye, mine eye runneth 
down with water, becauſe the comforter that ſhould re- 
lieve my foul is far from me: my children are deſolate 
becauſe the enemy prevailed. — 


Zion ſpreadeth forth her hands, and there is none 910 8 


comfort her; the Lon hath commanded concerning Ja- 
cob, that his adverſaries ſhould be round about him. 

The Loxp is righteous; for I have rebelled againſt his 
- commandment : hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my ſorrow .my virgins and my young men are gone into 
captiv ity. 

I called for my Movers, bat they deceived me: my 
prieſts and mine elders gave up the ghoſt in the city, 
while they ſought their meat to relieve their ſouls, 

Behold, O Lonp; for I am in diſtreſs: my bowels are 
troubled, mine heart is turned within me; for I have 
grievouſly rebelled : abroad the ſword bereaveth, at home 
there is as death, 

They have heard that I figh: there is none to comfort 
me: all mine enemies have heard of my trouble: they are 
glad that thou haſt done it : thou wilt bring the day that 
thou haſt called, and they ſhall be like unto me. 

Let all their wickedneſs come before thee ; and do un- 
to them, as thou haſt done unto me for all my tranſgreſ- 

fions: for my fighs are many, and my heart 1s faint. 


' ANNOTATIONS. AN REFLECTIONS. 
This ſection is extracted from a book of beautiful ele- 
gies; which are preſerved among the prophetic writings, 
under the title of the Lamentations of Feremiah, It is ſup- 

Vol IV. D poſed 
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poſed that they were written on the death of Jofiah; 
and they very pathetically expreſs the ſorrrow which the 
prophet is ſaid to have felt at the loſs of that good king, 
for whoſe ſake the judgment of Gon had been ſuſpended, 
and which were now ready to fall on that devoted nation. 

We muſt now haye recourſe to the hiſtory of the hca- 
then nations. | 


n "I 
SECTION XIV. 


PART or THE HISTORY OF THE HEATHEN NATIONS 
WHICH WERE CONCERNED WITH THE JEWS. | 


IT has been before related, that, after the death of 
Eflar-haddon, Saoſduchinus (called in ſcripture Nebu- 


chadonoſar) ſucceeded to the crown of Aſſyria. He was 


a warlike prince, remarkable for the great advantages he 
had gained over the Medes, who, under the conduct of 
their king, invaded Aſſyria. Nebuchadonoſar raiſed a 


powerful army, and defeated them, and killed their king. 


After this victory, he entered Media, and extending his 
conqueſts to the famous city of Ecbatana, the capital of 
that kingdom, levelled it with the ground. He then re- 
turned to Nineveh, and celebrated his victory by revel- 
ling and feaſting for one hundred and fifty days; then 
reſuming his martial ſpirit, he reſolved to ſubdue the 
. Whole earth *, but died in the midſt of his career. 
Nebuchadonoſar was ſucceeded by Chynaladan. In his 
reign the Medes, with Cyaxaris, a young and warlike 
prince, at their head, not only recovered what the Aſſy- 


rians formerly took from them, but defeated them in a' 


pitched battle, and forced them to take ſhelter in Nine- 
veh, their capital city, which they cloſely beſieged; but 


* Univerſal Hiſtory. 
were 
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were obliged to abandon their enterprize, and employ 
their arras in the defence of their on ä againſt 
the Scythians, who had invaded it. | 

In the mean time Nabopolaſſar, a Babylonian . 
whom Chynaladan had tntruſted with the command of 
his troops in Chaldea, taking advantage of the low ebb 
to which the Aſſyrian power was reduced, revolted from 
him, and ſeized on the kingdom of Babylon for himſelf. 
Chynaladan, on hearing this, ſet fire to his palace, and 
was conſumed with his wealth in the flames. Who were 
his ſucceſſors hiſtory does not inform us. 

In the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Joſiah e, *, 
which was the twenty-third of Cyaxaris king of Media, 
Labopolaſſar, king of Babylon, having married his ſon 
Nebuchadnezzar to the daughter of Aſtyages, Cyaxaris's 


eldeſt ſon, entered into a confederacy with him againſt. 


the Aſſyrians; and, joining their forces together, they 


beſieged Nineveh, flew the ki 8, and deſtroyed that an- 


cient and noble city : from w ich time Babylon became 
the metropolis of the Aſſyrian monarchy. 


In the deſtruction of Nineveh yas fulfilled the pro- 


 phecy of Nahum, written about ſixty years before, con- 


cerning it. The Baby lonians and Medes having thus de- 
ſtroyed Nineveh, the ſurrounding nations were alarmed 


at their growing power and greatneſs; particularly Pha- 
raoh-Necho, king of Egypt, who marched, as we have 
lately read, to make war upon them, with a great army. 


* Prideaiix's Connection. 
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THE REIGN or noa ee ALSO ae a 

| KING Or JUDAH, 
AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH. ( 
From 2 Chronicles, Chap. xxx. 


Feremiah, Chap. vii, viii, is, xiii, xiv, xv. 

Tux the people of the land took Jehoahaz the ſon of 
Joſiah, and made him king in bis father's ſtead, in Jcru- 
ſalem. 

Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he. be- 

gan to reign. 

And he did evil in the ſight of the Lox. | 

And this is the word that came to Jeremiah from the 

' -Lond, ſaying, Stand in the gate of the I,orD's houſe, and 
proclaim there this word, and ſay, Hear the word of the 

Lox, all ye of Judah, that enter in at theſe gates to wor- 
"ſhip the Lon p. oy 

Thus faith. the Lorp of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael, 
Amend your ways, and your doings; and I will cauſe 

you to dwell in this place. 

Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, The temple of the 

ons, the temple of the. Longo, are theſe. 

For if. ye throughly -amend your ways and your do- 

ings; if ye throughly execute judgment between a man 
and his neighbour; if ye oppreſs not the ſtranger, the 
fatherleſs, and the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood 
in this place, neither walk after other gods to your hurt: 

Then will I cauſe you to dwell in this place, in the 

land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 

Behold, ye truſt in lying words that cannot profit. 
Will ye ſteal, murder, and commit adultery, and ſwear 

| falſely, and burn incenſe unto Baal, and walk after other 
- P 8 8 ; gods 
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gods whom ye know not; and come and ſtand before me 
in this houſe, which is called by my name, and fay, We 
are delivered to do all theſe abominations? 
Is this bouſe, which is called by my name, become a 
den of robbers in your eyes? behold, even I have teen 
it, faith the Logp, but go ye now unto my place which 
was in Shiloh, where I tet my name at the firſt, and fee 
what I did to it for the wickedneſs of my people IIrael. 

And now, becauſe ye have done all theſe works, ſaith 


the Lonb, and I ſpake unto you, riſing up early, and 


ſpeaking, but ye beard not; and I called you, but ye an- 
ſwered not; therefore will I do unto this houſe which is 


called by my name, wherein ye truſt, and unto the place 


_ which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have don& 
to Shiloh,” _ 

And ] will caſt you ont of my fight, as I have caſt out 
all your brethren, even the whole ſeed of Ephraim. 

Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up 
cry nor prayer for them, neither make interceſſion to me: 
for I will not hear thee. | 

Sceft thou not what they do in the cities of Judah, and 
in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem ? 


The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the 


fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes to 
the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto 
other gods, that they may provoke me to anger. 

Do they provoke me to anger? faith the Loxy: do 
they not provoke themſelves to the confuſion of their 
own faces? 


Therefore thus ſait the LonD Gop; Behold, mine an- 


ger and my fury ſhall bè poured out upon this place, 
upon man and upon beaft, and upon the trees of the field, 
and upon the fruit of the ground; and it ſhall PR and 
thall not be quenched. 


D'3:: Thus 


( 54 ) 

Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael: Put 
your burnt-offerings unto your ſacrifices, and eat fleſh. 
For I ſpake not unto your fathers, nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, merely concerning burnt-offerings or ſacnfices : 

But this thing commanded I them, faying, Obey my 
voice, and I will be your Gop, and ye ſhall be my peo- 
ple: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded 
you, that it may be well unto you, | 

But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but 
walked i in the counſels and in the imagination of their 
evil heart, and went backward and not forward. 

Since the day that your fathers came fortli out of tlie 


land of Egypt unto this day, I have even ſent unto you 


all my ſervants the prophets, daily riſing up early, and 
ſending them: 

Vet they hearkened not unto me, nor inclined their 
ear, but hardened their neck ; they did worſe than theſr 
fathers, 

Therefore thou ſhalt ſpeak all theſe nc unto them ; 


but they will not hearken to thee: thou ſhalt alſo call 


unto them; but they will not anſwer thee. 

But thou ſhalt ſay unto. them, This is a nation that 
obeyeth not the voice of the Lonp their Gop, nor re- 
ceiveth correction: truth i is periſhed, and j 1s cut * from 
their mouth. | 

Cut off thine hair, 9 Jeruſalem, and caſt it away; and 
take upa lamentation on high places: for the Loxp hath 
rejected and forfaken the generation of his wrath, 
For the children of Judah have "Is evil in my ſight, 

faith the Lon: they have ſet theiFabominations in the 
houſe which is called by my name, to pollute it. 
And they have built the high places of Tophet, which 
"3s in the valley of the ſon of Hinnom, to burn their ſons 
and 
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and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded 
them not, neither came it into my heart. * 

Therefore behold, the days come, ſaith the Lonp, that 
it ſhall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the 
ſon of Hinnom, but, The valley of ſlaughter: for they 
ſhall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 

And the carcaſes of this people ſhall be Meat. for the 
fowls of the heaven, and for the beaſts of the earth: and 
none ſhall fray them away. 

Then will I cauſe to ceaſe from, the cities of Judah, 
and from the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, the voice of mirth and 
the voice of gladneſs, the voice of the bridegroom and 
the voice of the bride: for the land ſhall be deſolate. 

- Moreover, thou ſhalt fay unto them, 'Thus faith the 
Loxp; Shall they fall, and not ariſe? ſhall he tym away, 
and not return? 

Why then is this people of Jeruſalem flidden back by 
a perpetual backſliding? they hold faſt deceit, "they refule 
to return, 

I hearkened and heard, but they ſpake not aright : no 
man repented him of his wickedneſs, ſayiug, What have 
I done? every one turned to his courſe, as the horſe rulh- 
= into the battle. = 
; bly, ar ſtork in the heaven knoweth her appointed 

times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the ſwallow, 
obſerve the time of their coming ; but my pope know 
not the judgwent of the Lomp. 

How do ye ſay, We are wiſe, and the law of the Loxo 

is with us? Lo, certainly i in vain made he it; the pen of 
the ſcribes is in vain. 

The wiſe men are aſhamed, ip are diſmayed and 
taken; lo, they have rejected the word of the Loxp ; and 
what wiſdom is in them ? | 

Therefore ill I give their wives unto others, and their 
D 4 helds 
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ficlds to them that ſhall inherit them: for every one 
from the leaſt even unto the greateſt is given to coyet- 
ouſneſs ; from the prophet even unto the prieſt every 
one dealeth falſely. 4 

For they have healed the hurt of the daughter,of my 
people ſlightly, ſaying, . peace; when there is no 
peace. 5 

Were chey aſhamed Th they had committed abo- 
mination? nay, they were not at all aſhamed, neither 

could they bluſh: therefore ſhall they fall among them 
that fall; in the time of their viſitation they thall be caſt 
down from the Loxzp. 

Oh, that my head were waters, and mine eyes a foun- 
tain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the 
{lain of the daughter of my people! 

Oh, that I had in the wilderneſs a lodging place of 
wayfaring men; that I might leave my people, and go 
from them: for they be all idolators, an aſſembly of trea- 
cherous men, | 

And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: 
but they are not valiant fox the truth upon the earth: for , 
they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, 
ſaith the Lokp. 

Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and truſt ye 
not in any brother; for every brother will utterly ſi upplant, 
and every neighbour will walk with flanders. 21 

And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and . 
will not ſpeak the truth; they have taught their tongue ö 
to ſpeak lies, and weary. themſelves to commit iniquity. 

Thine habitation is in the midſt of deceit: through de- 
ceit they refuſe to know me, ſaith the Lon p. | 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lox of hoſts, Behold, I will 

melt them, and try them, for how thall I do for the 


daughter of my * ? | 
— - Their 
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Their tongue is as an arrow ſhot out; it ſpeaketh de- 
ceit: one ſpeaketh peaceably to his e with his 
mouth, but in his heart he layeth wait. 

Shall I not viſit them for theſe things? faith the Loxp · 
ſhall not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 

Who is the wiſe man, that may underſtand this? and 
who is he to whom the mouth of the Lord hath tpoken, 
that he may declare it, for what the land periſheth, and 
is burned up like a wilderneſs, that none paſſeth through ? 
And the Lord faith, Becauſe they have forſaken my 
law which I ſet before them, and have not obeyed my 
voice, neither walked therein; but have walked after the 
unagination of their own heart, and after Baalim, which 
their fathers taught them : 

Therefore thus faith the Lozp of hoſts, the Gop of 
Iſrael ; Behold, I will feed them, even this people with 
wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 

I will ſcatter them alſo among the heathen, whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known: and I will 
ſend a ſword after them, till I have conſumed them. | 

Thus ſaith the Lon Dp; Let not the wiſe man glory in 
his wiſdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 

But let him that glorieth, glory in this, that he under- 
ſtandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Loxp, which 
exerciſe loving kindneſs, judgment, and righteouſneſs 
in the earth: for in theſe things J delight, ſaith the 
LorD. 

Hear ye, and give ear, be not 7 for the Lonn 
hath ſpokeu. 

Give glory to the Loxgb your Go, before he cauſs * 
darkneſs, and before your feet ſtumble upon the dark 
mountains, and while ye look for light he turn it into 
the * * death, and make it groſs darkneſs. | 
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But if ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall weep in ſecret 


places for your pride; and mine eye ſhall weep ſore, 


and run down with tears, becauſe the Loxp's flock is 
carried away captive, 


Say unto the king, and to the queen, Humble your- 
ſelves, fit down : for your principalities ſhall come down, 
even the crown of your glory. 

The cities of the ſouth ſhall be ſhut up, and none 
ſhall open them : Judah ſhall be carried away captive all 
of it, it ſhall be wholly carried away captive. 

I Then ſaid 1, Ah, Lord Gop! behold, the prophets 
ſay unto them, Ye ſhall not ſee the ſword, neither ſhall 
ye have famine ; but I will give you aſſured peace in 
this place. 

Then the Lonp ſaid unto me, The prophets propheſy 
lies in my name: I ſent them not, neither have 1 com- 
manded them, neither ſpake unto them : they propheſy 
unto you a falſe vifion, and divination, and a thing of 


| nousht, and the deceit of their heart. 


Therefore thus ſaith the Lon concerning the prophets: 
that propheſy in my name, and I ſent them not, yet 
they Ay, Sword and famine ſhall not be in this land; 


By ſword and famine ſhall thoſe prophets be ae 


And the people to whom they propheſy ſhall be caſt 
out in the fireets of Jeruſalem becauſe of the famine and 
the ſword; and they ſhall have none to bury them, them, 
their wives, nor their ſons, nor their daughters: for I 
will pour their wickedneſs upon them. 

Then ſaid the Lox unto me, Though Moſes and 
Samuel ſtood before me; yet my mind could not be to- 


ward this people; caſt them out of my ſight, and let 


them go forth. 


And it ſhall come to paſs, if they ſay unto ther, 
Whither hall we go forth? then thou ſhalt tell them, 


Thus 
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Thus faith the Lonp; Such as are for death to death; 
and ſach as are for the ſword, to the ſword ; and ſuch as 
ale for the famine, to the famine; and ſuch as are for 
the captivity, to the captivity. 

And I will appoint over them four kinds, faith the 
Loxp : the ſword to ſlay; and the dogs to tear; and 
the fowls of the heaven, and the beaſts of the earth, to 
devour and deſtroy; and I wilt cauſe them to be re- 
moved into all the kingdoms of the earth. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoahaz was not the rightful heir to the crown, for 
he was not choſen by the Loxp, but elected by the peo- 
ple. He ſoon diſcovered his propenſity to wickedneſs, 
and the prophet Jeremiah continued his admonitions. 

In the extract from his writings, which make the 
principal part of this ſection, the prophet exhorts his 
countrymen to amend their lives, without which, he 


tells them, their confidence in the Temple is vain, a# 


their truſt in ſacrifices, without obedience, of no avail, 
Gop's threatenings are then repeated in a variety of 
terms. An awful meſſage is ſent to the royal family in 
particular; and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem in gene- 
ral. The prophet pleading for the people, complains of 
falſe prophets. To this Gop replies, that no interceſ- 
fion could now divert him from his eee of puniſhing 
ſo wicked a people. 

This ſection ſhould be received as an admonition by 


© all nations, who are in covenant with. the Lokp; for he 


is no reſpecter of perſons. It concerns Chriſtians as well 


as Jews, for, alas! the ſame vices, if we except open 


idolatry, prevail amongſt the latter, as were practiſed by 
the former; though they are not yet arrived at ſuch a 
pitch of general corruption. This prophecy plainly in- 
2 that an obſtinate perſeverance in wickedneſs 
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will at length exclude, even the moſt favonttl vations, 
from Divine grace: no interceſſion can then prevail in 


their bebalf. The day of grace once paſt, will never 


return to any nation, ſo as to preſerve it from deſtruction, 


when the meaſure of its 1n1quity is full. 


SECTION XVI. 


JEHOAHAZ DEPOSED=—JEHOIAKIM MADE KING or * 
JUDAH. 


From 2 Kings, Chap: xxiii.— 2 Chron, Chap. xxxvi. 


Axp Pharaoh-Necho King of Egypt put down Jehoa- 
haz, when he had reighed three months in Jeruſalem, 
and put him in bands at Riblah, that he might not 
reign, and put the land to a tribute of an hundred ta- 
lents of filver, and a talent of. gold. 

And Pharaoh-Necho made Eliakim the ſon of Joi jah 
ing in the room of Joſiah his father, and turned his 


} 


| name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he 


came to Egypt and died there. 

And Jehoiakim gave the ſilver and the gold to Pha- 
rach; but he taxed the land to give the money accord- 
ing to the commandment of Pharaoh; he exacted the 
filver and the gold of the people of the land, of every 
one according. to ns taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-, 


Necho. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTION 8. 


Before Jeboahaz had an opportunity of committing 
many impious acts, Pharaoh- Necho, having taken Car- 
chemiſh, a great city belonging to the Babylonians, was 
returning towards Egypt, when hearing that Jehoabaz 
was made king of m e his cangurrenice, and 

Probably 
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probably that he was in arms againſt him, made him 
captive, placed his brother on the throne, and rendered 
the people of Judah tributary to him. This laſt cireui- 
ſtance was very humiliating, but it was only the begin- 
ning of ſorrows; greater calamities were * in ſtore 
tor this rebellious land. 

In the third year of Jehoiakim, Nabopelaſier, king of 
Babylon, finding that on Pharaoh-Necho's taking Car- 
chemiſh, all Syria and Paleſtine had reyolted to him, and 
being, on account of his age and infirmities, unable to 
march thither to reduce them, he made Nebuchad- 
nezzar his ſon his, aſſociate in the empire, and * 
him with an army into thoſe parts. 1 . 


SECTION XVII. 


TRE BEGINNING OF. THE REIGN OP JEHOIAKIM KING _ 
OF JUDAH. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiii.—2 Chron, Chap. xxxvi. 


JenorarIN was twenty. five years old when he began 
to reign; and he did that which was evil in the fight of” 
the Loup. 

In the beginning of the 1 reign of Jehoiakim the ſon of | 
Jofiah king of Judah came this word of the Lon p to Je- 
remiah, ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp, Stand in the court 
of the Loxv's houſe, and ſpeak unto all the cities of Ju-' 
dah, which come to worthip in the Lomrp's houſe, all the 
words that I command- thee to WINE unto them; di- 
miniſh not a word. | 

If ſo be they harren a and turn every man from 
bis evil way, that I may repent me of the evil which I 
purpoſe to do unto _ er of the evil of their 


doings, = 
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And thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the Loxp, 
If ye will not hearken to me to walk in my law which I 
have ſet before you, to hearken to the words of my ſer- 
vants the prophets, whom I ſent unto you, both riſing 
up early and ſending them, but ye have not hearkened ; 

Then will I make this houſe like Shilob, and will 
make this city a curſe to all the nations of the earth. 

So the prieſts and the prophets, and all the people, 
heard Jeremiah ſpeaking theſe words in the houſe of 
the Lozp. 

Now it came to paſs when Jeremiah had made an end 


of ſpeaking all that the Loxp had commanded him to 


ſpeak unto all the people, that the prieſts, and the pro- 
phets, and all the people, took him, faying, Thou ſhalt 
. ſurely die. 

Why haſt thon dab in the name of the Lonp, 

ſaying, This houſe ſhall be like Shiloh, and this city 
ſhall be deſolate without an inhabitant? and all the peo- 
ple were gathered againſt Jeremiah in the houſe of the 
Loxny. - 
When the princes of Judah heard theſe things, then 
they came up from the king's houſe unto the houſe of 
the Loup, and ſat down in the entry of the new gate of 
the Loxv's houſe, _ 

Then ſpake the prieſts and the prophets unto the 
princes and to all the people, ſaying, This man is wor- 
thy to die: for he hath propheſied againſt this city, as. 
ye have heard with your ears. 

Then ſpake Jeremiah unto all the princes and to all 
the people, ſaying, The Logp ſent me to propheſy againſt 
this houſe and. againſt this city all the words that ye 
have heard. 

Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, and 
* obey the voice of the Loxp your Gop; and the Lozxp 

will 


1 ws oo wr 0 * 


(6 ) | 
will repent him of the evil hat he bin rent 
againſt you. 

As for me, behold, I am in your hand: do with me 
as ſeemeth good and meet unto you: But know ye for 
certain, that if ye put me to death, ye ſhall ſurely bring 
innocent blood upon yourſelves, and upon this city, and 
upon the inhabitants thereof: for of a truth the Lonp 
hath ſent me unto you to ſpeak all theſe words in 
your ears. 

Then ſaid the princes and all the people unto the 
_ prieſts and to the prophets, This man is not worthy to 
die: for he hath Pod to us in the name of the Lozp 
our Gop. 

Then roſe up certain of the elders of the land, an@ 
ſpake to all the aſſembly of the people, ſaying, Micah the 
Moraſthite propheſied in the days of Hezekiah king of 
Judah, and ſpake to all the people of Judah, ſaying, 
Thus faith the Lomp of hoſts, Zion ſhall be plowed like 
# field, and Jeruſalem ſhall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the houſe as the high places of the foreſt. 

Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him 
at all to death? did he not fear the Lonn, and beſought 
the Loxp, and the Lord repented him of the evil which 

he had pronounced againſt them? thus might we pro- 
cure great evil againſt our ſouls. 

And there was alſo a man that propheſied in the name 
of the Lon p, Urijah the fon of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who propheſied againſt this city and againſt this 
land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 

And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty 
men, and all the princes, heard bis words, the king 
ſought to put him to death: but when Uryah heard it, 
he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. | 

And Jeboiakim the king ſent men into Egypt, namely 

1 Eloathan 
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Hnathan the ſon of Achbor, and certain men with him 
into Egypt. 
And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and 
brought him unto Jehoiakim the king: who flew him 
with the ſword, and caſt his dead * into the graves 


of the common people. 
"Nevertheleſs; the hand of Abikam the fon of Shaphan 


was with Jeremiah, that they ſhould not give him into 
the hand of the people to put him to death. 


© ANNOTATIONS Ax DP REFLECTIONS. a 


" 

We find from the beginning of this ſeQion, that Je- 
hoiakim proved as impious as his brother; and the peo- 
ple, who never entered heartily. into Joſiah's plans of re- 
formation, continued to follow their own wicked incli- 
nations, which led them on progreſſively into all kinds 
of impiety and immorality. The prophet Jeremiah re- 
peated his admonitions, and declared to them what had 
been revealed to him; but met with nothing from the 
generality of them; but inſult and oppreſſion. The 
princes indeed were at firſt inclined to protect him, and 
ſeem to have been affected with the een of Di- 
vine vengeance. 

The prediction which led delivered at this time, 
foretold the deſtruction of the Temple and City, if not 
prevented by timely repentance. By this unwelcome 
prophecy Jeremiah's life was expoſed to great danger; 
but the Lonxp raiſed him up a friend, and would not 


ſuffer his enemies to prevail n him *. 


dee Section 7. 
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as SECTION XVIII. 
_ 


CONTINUATION OP THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM KING OF 
4 b 
JUDAH, ANDPART OF THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH» 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv.—Jer. Chap. xxv. 


AvD in the days of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon came up againft Judah, then 
the Word of the Loxp came anto Jeremiah, concerning 
all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoia 
kim, the fon of ſoſiah, king of Judah, that was the firſt- 
year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. 

And Jeremiah the prophet ſpake unto all the people 
of Judab, and to all the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, ſay- 
ing, From the thirteenth year of Joſiah the ſon of 
Amon king of Judah, even unto this day; that is the 
three and twentieth year, the Woxp of the Lonp hath 
come unto me, and I have ſpoken unto you, rifivg early 
and ſpeaking; but ye have not hearkened. | 

And the Loxp hath ſent unto you all his ſervants the 
Prophets, riſing early and ſending them; but ye have 
not hearkened, ,nor inclined your ear to hear. 

They ſaid, Turn ye again now every one from his 
evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell in 
the land that the Lon hath given unto you and to your 
fathers for ever and ever: And go not after other gods 
to ſerve them, and to worthip them, and provoke me not 
to anger with the works of your hands, and I will do 
you no hurt. | 

Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, faith the Loxp 4 
that ye might provoke me to anger wich the works of 
your hands to your own hurt, _ ö 

NE thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; ; Becauſe ye. 

bave 


. 

have not heard my words, behold, I will ſend and take 
all the families of the north, ſaith the Lon, and Nebu- 
chadnezzar the king of Babylon, my ſervant, and will 
bring them againſt this land, and againſt the inhabitants 
thereof, and againſt all theſe nations round about, and 
will utterly deſtroy them, and make them an aſtonith- 

ment, and an hiſſing, and perpetual deſolations. 
Moreover, I will take from them the voice of nurth, 
and the voice of gladneſs, the voice of the bridegroom, 
and the voice of the bride, the ſound of the milſtones, 

and the light of the candle. 

And this whole land ſhall be a deſolation and an 
aſtoniſhment : and theſe nations ſhall ſerve the king of 
Babylon ſeventy years. IS 

And it ſhall come to paſs, when ſeventy years are ac- 
compliſhed, that I will puniſh the king of Babylon, and 
that nation, ſaith the Lox, for their iniquity, and the 
land of the Chaldeans; and will make it perpetual deſo- 
lations. | 

And I will bring upon that land all my words, which 
J have pronounced againſt it, even all that is written in 
this book, which Jeremiah hath propheſied againſt all 
the nations. | = N 

For many nations and great kings ſhall ferve them- 
ſelves of them alſo: and I will recompenſe them ac- 
cording to their deeds, and according to the works of 
their own hands. 47 

# To wit, Jeruſalem, and the cities of Judah, and the 
kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a 
deſolatior, an aſtoniſhment, an hiſſing, and a curſe; as 
it is this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his ſer- 
vants, and his princes, and all his people: and all the 
mingled people, and all the kings of the land of Uz, and 


all the K ngs of the land of the Philiſtines, and Aſhkelon, 
: | and 
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and Azzah, and Ekron, and the remnant of Aſlidod, 
Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon. 

And all the kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of Zidon, 
and the kings of the iſles which are beyond the ſea, De- 
dan, and Tema, and Buz, and all that are in the utmoſt 
corners, and all the kings of Arabia, and all, the kings 
of the mingled people that dwell in the deſert, and all 
the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the 
kings of the Medes, and all the kings of the north, far 
and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms of 
the world, which are upon the face of the earth: and 
the king of Sheſhach after them. 

For lo, ! begin to bring evil on the city which is called 
by my name, and ſhould ye be utterly unpuniſhed? Ye 
hall not be unpuniſhed : for I will call for a ſword 
upon all the inhabitants of the earth, ſaith the Lonp 
of hoſts. | 

Therefore propheſy thou againſt chem all theſe words, 
and ſay unto them, The Lonp ſhall roar from on high, 
and utter his voice from his holy habitation ; he ſhall 
mightily roar upon his habitation, he ſhall give a ſhout 
as they that tread the grapes, * all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

A noiſe ſhall come even to the ends of the earth: for 
the Lonp hath a controverſy with the nations, he will 
plead with all fleſh ; he will give them that are wicked 
to the ſword, ſaith the Lonn. 

Thus ſaith the Lonp of hoſts; Behold evil hall g0 
forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind ſhall 
be raiſed up from the coaſts of the earth. - | 

And the ſlain of the Loxp ſhall be at that day from 
one end of the earth even unto the other end of the 
"earth : they ſhall not be lamented, neither gathered nor 
buried; they ſhall be dung upon the ground. 

 ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


It was related in a former ſection, that Pharaoh-Neclio 


carried Jehoahaz captive inio Egypt, and made Jehoia- 
kim his brother king of Judah, on condition of his be- 


coming tributary to him; and that Ichoiakim was 


obliged to lay very heavy taxes on his ſabjects, to enable 


him to Keep his engagements. Soon after this, Nebu- 


chadnezzar defeated the Egyptians, and marched to- 
wards. Paleſtine, in order to make the king of Judah 


tributary to him. 


The Loxp was now preparing to pour forth his in- 


dignation; and that it might be known to be His work, 
and not the mere effect of human ambition, Jeremiah 
was commiſfioned to repeat the ſubſtance of what he 
had before ſaid, with additional circumſtances. The 
prophet now expreſsly named the conqueror who was 


to be the inſtrament of Gop's wrath againſt Ifrael . 


and Judah, the -other nations he was to ſubdue, the 
duration of the Jewiſh captivity, and the FOOT 
puniſhunecn of the / hl of _—_ ; 


_— 


— 


SECT I 0 N XIX. 
PART or THE PROPHECY, OP JEREMIAH... 
From Chap. xxxvi. | 
AnD it came to paſs in the fourth year of Jehoiakim 


the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, that this word came 
- unto Jeremiah from the Lorp, ſaying, Take thee a roll 


of a book, and write therein all the words that I have 
ſpoken unto thee, againſt Iſrael, and againſt Judah, and 
againſt all the nations, from the day I ſpake unto thee, 
from the days of Joſiah, even unto this day. | 

. * ö It 
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It may be that the houſe of Judah will hear all the 
evil which I purpoſe to do unto them: that they may 
return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive 
their iniquity and their ſin. 

Then Jeremiah called Baruch the for of Neriah: and 
Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words 

of the Loxp, which he had 2 unto him, upon a 
roll of a book. 

And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, * am ſhut 
up; 1 cannot go into the houſe of the Lon o: There- 
fore go thou and read in the roll which thou haſt written 
from my mouth, the words of the Lorp, in the ears of 
the people in the Loxo's houſe, upon the taſting day: 
and alſo thou ſhalt read them in the ears of all Judah, 
that come out of their cities. 

And theſe are the words that en ſpoke unto 
— 

Thus ſaith the Loxp, the Gop of Ifrae}, unto thee, 
O Baruch; Thou didſt fay, Woe is me now! for the 
Lo np hath added grief to my ſorrow : I fainted in my | 
ſighing, and I find no reft. 

The Loxp faith thus: Behold, that which I have 
built will 1 break down, and that which I have planted 

I will pluck up, even this whole land. < 

And ſeekeſt thou great things for thyſelf? ſeek them 
not ; for, behold, I will bring evil upon all fleſh, ſaith 
the Loxy: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey 
in all places whither thon goeſt. 

And Baruch the fon of Neriah did according to all 
that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading 
in the book the words of the Lonxp in the Lonp's 
houſe. 


ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It appears from this ſection, that Jehoiakim did not 
take warning from the prophet's admonitions, but had 
carried his reſentment againſt him ſo far, as to caute 
him to be ſhut up in priſon, while he and his people pur- 
ſued their wicked courſes; yet the Loxp would not de- 


ſtroy them without uſing every means to bring them to 


repentance; He therefore commanded the prophet to 
write his predictions *, ſince he was not at liberty to go 
and ſpeak them, that Baruch, who was a diſciple of 
Jeremiah's, might read them publicly to the people, 
who ſhould aſſemble from all parts on the great day of 
expiation , (which ſtill continued to be obſerved an- 


nually) according to the law of Moſes, that they might 


induced, when collected together on ſo ſolemn an 
occaſion, to preſent their ſupplications to the Loxp, and 
endeavour to deprecate his wrath, by ſpeedy and fincere 
repentance. What effect this meaſure | had 4 not re- 
lated. 

It is likely that Jehoiakim and the princes were ab- 
ſent from Jeruſalem, making preparations to reſiſt the 
power of Nebuchadnezzar, or elſe in ſuch great conſer- 
nation, that they did not expreſs any reſentment againſt 
Jeremiah and Baruch, on account of the roll * * 
had publiſhed to the people. | 


" S — in fome of the chapters, which 1 had not room to inſert. 
+ Lev, xvi. 81 
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SECTION XX. 


CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF JEHOIAKIM, AND 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH. 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv.—Fer. Chap. xxv. 


Axp Jehoiakim became the ſervant of Nebuchadnez- 
zar. And it came to paſs in the fifth year of Jehoiakim + 
the ſon of Joſiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, 
that they ꝓroclaimed a faſt before the Lord to all the 
people in Jeruſalem, and to all the people that came 
from the cities of Judab unto Jeruſalem, 

Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jere- 
miah in the houſe of the Loxo, in the chamber of Ge- 
mariah the ſon of Shaphan the ſcribe, in the higher 
court, at the entry of the new gate of the Lonp s houſe, 
in the cars of all the people. 

When Micaiah the ſon of Gemariah, the ſon of Sha- 
| Phan, had heard out of the book all the words of the 
Lox, 

Then he went down into the king's houſe into the 
ſcribe's chamber: and lo, all the princes ſat there, even 
Eliſhama the ſcribe, and Delaiah the ſon of Shemaiah, 
and Elnathan the ſon of Achbor, and Gemariah the ſon 
of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the fon of Hananiah, and all 
the princes. 

Then Micaiah declared unto them all the words that 
he had heard when Baruch read the book in the. cars of 
the people. 

Therefore all the princes ſent Jehudi the ſon of Ne- 
thaniah, the ſon of Shelemiah, the ſon of Cuſhi, unto - 
Baruch, ſaying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein 
thou haſt read in the ears of the people, and come. . So 


Baruch 
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Lack the ſon of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and 
came unto them. 

And they ſaid unto 4 Sit down now, and read it 
in our ears, So Baruch read it in their ears. | 

Now it came to paſs, when they had heard all the 
words; they were afraid both one and other, and ſaid 
unto Baruch, We will ſurely tell the king of all theſs 
words. 4 

And they aſked Baruch, ſaying, Tell us now, How 
didſt thou write all theſe words at his mouth „ 

Then Baruch anſwered them: He pronounced all 
theſe words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them 
with ink in the book. * 

Then faid the princes unto EL Go, hide thee, 
thou, and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be, 

And they went unto the king into the court, but 
they laid up the roll in the chamber of Eliſhama the 
ſcribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king, 

So the king ſent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took 

it out of Eliſhama the ſcribe's chamber: and Jehudi 
read it in the ears of the king, and in the cars of all the 

Princes which ſtood beſide the king. 

Now the king ſat in the winter houſe, in the ninth 

month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning be- 

fore Him. 

And it came to Wet that wh Jehudi had read three 
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and caſt it 
| Into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll 

was conſumed. 

„Net they were not afraid, nor rent r garments, 
neither the king, nor * of his ſervants that heard all 
theſe words. 
Ne ertheleſs tnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had 
made interceſſion to the king that he would not burn 
the roll: but he would not hear them. | 


But 


( 

But the king commanded Jerahmeel the fon of Ham- 
melech, and Seraiah the ſon of Azriel, and Shelemiah 
the ſon of Abdeel, to take Baruch the ſcribe, and Jere- 
miah the prophet : but the Lozp hid them. 70 

Then the word of the Loxp came to Jeremiah, after” | 
that the king had burned the roll, and the words which 
Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, ſaying, 3 | 

Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the | 
former words that were in the firſt roll, ep aer 
kim the king of Judah hath burned. 

And thou ſhalt ſay to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus | 
ſaith the Lonp: Thou . haſt burned this roll, ſaying, 
Why haſt thou written therein, ſaying, The king of Ba- 
dylon ſhall certainly come and deſtroy this land, and ſhall 
cauſe to ceaſe from thence man and beaſt? _ LM 
Therefore thus ſaith the Loxp of Jeboiakim, king o 
Judah, He ſhall have none to ſit upon the throne of Da- 
vid: and his dead body ſhall be caſt out in the day to 
the heat, and in the night to the ſroſt. 

And I will punith him, and his ſeed; and his ſorvants, 
for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them and upon 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and upon the men ot Ju- 
dah, all the evil that I have pronounced againſt them; ; 
but they bearkened not. 

Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Ba- 
ruch the ſcribe, the ſon of Neriah; who wrote therein 
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book 
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the 
fire: and there were added beſides unto them many | 


like words. ok EE ane 


IAINNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


It ſeems that Nebuchadnezzar mn his de- 
Vor. IV. a E neee 


; ( 74 ) , 
ſign of making Jehoiakim tributary to him, and then 
departed from Judea. 

t was at the return of the great day of expiation, 
that Baruch was ſent to read the roll a ſecond time; 
the king and people continued to increaſe in wickedneſs. 

The chamber of Gemariah the ſcribe, was the room 
| where the king's council uſed to fit. The lords of the 
council were greatly terrified, and were ſolicitous to 
_ Preſerve the prophet and his diſciple from the effects of 
the king's indignation, which they imagined wauld be 
excited by this action. It proved as they expected; for 
the impious Jehoiakim, diſregarding the word of the 


Loxp, burnt the leaves as they were read, till the roll 


was entirely confamed ; and would have deſtroyed the 


prophet, 'but that Divine enn mee e in his 


* 


SECTION XXI. 
_ CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF JEMOIAKIM 
KING OF JUDAH, 


From 2 Kings, G XXIV. 2 Chron. Clay. xXEvi. 


Ann Jehoiakim continued the ſervant of Nebuchad- 
nezzar three years, then he turned and rebelled againſt 
him. 


And the Loan ſent againſt him bands of the Chal- 
dees, and bands of -the Syrians, and bands of the Mo- 

abites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and ſent 

them againſt Judah to deftroy it; according to the word 

of the Lozp, which he ſpake by his ſervants the pro- 
hets. 

: Surely at the commandment of the Lon came this 

upon Judah, to remove them out of his fight, for the 


fins of Manaſſeh, according to all that he did; and 
| | alſo 


1b i # 

alſo for the innocent blood that he ſhed: for the filled 
Jeruſalem with innocent blood; which the Loxp would 
not pardon, 

Now the reſt of the acts of Jehoiakim, and his abo- 
minations which he did, and that which was found in 
him, behold, they are written in the book of the kings 
of Iſrael and Judah, 

So Jehoiakim ſlept with his fathers: and Jeboiachin 
his ſon reigned in his ſtead. *' 


And the king of Egypt came not again any more out 
of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken fram 


the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that per- 
tained to the king of Egypt. | 


- ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoiakim, after having ſerved the king of Babylon 
three years, refuſed to pay him tribute, and renewed his 
confederacy with Pharaoh-Necho; other nations alſo 
annoyed him. 

The Loxp permitted the king of Judah to be moleſt- 
ed with ſuch various enemies, on account of his diſobe- 
dience to the Divine will. In what manner he died we 
are not informed, but there is no doubt his death was 
ignominious, and, as the prophet had foretold, his 
memory hateful, The Jews, to this day, obſerve a faft 
in commemoration of Jehoiakim's burning the roll 
which Baruch read. 

Pharaoh-Necho, king of Egypt, died one year before. 
Jehoiakim, having reigned fixteen yeury and was ſuc- 


ceeded by Pſammis his ſon, 


E2 SECTION 


\ 


— 


(75) 


SECTION XXII, 50 | 


# : T1 4 4 | ſ , | * 

"THE BEGINNING or THE REIGN or JEHOIACHIN (cALL- 
ED ALSO JECONIAH AND CONIAH) KING or JUDAH;z 

Axp PART OP THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH, 


From Feremiarh, Chap. xxii. 


Jsn01xcum was eighteen years when be began to 
reign, and he did that which was evil in the ſight of the 
"Lan, according to all that his father had done. 

Then ſaid the Lord to Jeremiah, Go now down to 
the houſe of the king of Judah, and ſpeak there this 
word, and ſay, Hear the word of the Loxp, O king of 
Judah, that fittett upon the throne of David, thou, and 
thy ſervants, and thy people that enter in by theſe gates: - 

Thus ſaith the Loxp, Execute ye judgment and 


_ righteouſneſs, and deliver the ſpoiled out of the hand of 


the oppreſſor: and do no wrong, do no violence to the 
ſtranger, the fatherleſs, nor the widow, neither ſhed in- 
nocent blood in this place. 

For if ye do this thing indeed, then ſhall there enter 
in by the gates of this houſe kings fitting upon the 
throne of David, riding in chariots and on horſes, he, 
and his ſervants, and his people. 

But if ye will not hear theſe words, I ſwear by my- 
ſelf, ſaith the Lonp, that this bouſe ſhall become a de- 
ſolation. 

For thus ſaith the Log unto the king's houſe of Ju- 
dah; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of Leba- 
non: yet ſurely I will make thee a wilderneſs, one 
cities which are not inhabited. | 1 

And I will prepare deſtroyers againſt thee, every one 1 

6 with 14 
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with his weapons: and they ſhall cut down'thy choice 
cedars, and caſt them into the fire. 
And many nations ſhall paſs by this city, and they 
ſhall ſay every wan to his neighbour, Wherefore hath 
the Lorp done thus unto this great city? 

Then they ſhall anſwer ; ; Becauſe they have forſaken. 
the covenant of the Lozp their Gon, and worthipped 
other gods, and ſerved them. 

Woe unto. him that buildeth his houſe by unrighte- 
ouſneſs,, and his chambers by wrong ; that uſeth his 
neighbour's ſervice without mn and giveth him not 
for his work; 

That faith, I will build me a wide bouſe and large 
chambers, and cutteth him out windows ; and it is ceiled 
with cedar, and painted with vermilion. 

Shalt thou reign, becauſe thou cloſeſt thyſelf i in ce- 
dar? did not thy father (David) eat and drink, and do 
judgment and juſtice, and then it was well with him? 

He judged the cauſe of the poor and needy : then it 
was well with him; was not this to know me? faith 
the Lorp. 

But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy 
covetouſneſs; and for to ſhed innocent blood, and for 
oppreſſion, and for violence, to do it. 

As I live, faith the Lord, though Coniah the fon of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah were the ſignet upon my right 
hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; 

And I will give thee into the hand of them that ſeek 
thy life, and into the hand of them whoſe face thou 
feareſt, even into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans, 

And I will caſt thee ont, and thy mother that bare 
thee, into another country, where ye were not born; 
AMS there ſhall ye die. 


al E3 But 


(78) 
But to the land whereunto they deſire to return, thi- 


ther ſhall they not return. 
Is this man Coniah a deſpiſed broken idol? is he a veſ- 


ſel wherein is no pleaſure? wherefore are they caſt out 
he and his ſeed, and are caſt into a land which they know 
not ? 

O earth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lonp. 

Thus faith the Loxp; Write ye this-man childleſs, a 
man that ſhall not proſper in his days: for no man of 
his ſeed ſhall ' proſper, fitting upon the throne of 
David, and ruling any more in Judah, 7 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


That Jehoiachin might have no reaſon to complain of 
being delivered into the enemy's hands without warning, 
the prophet Jeremiah (who, we may ſuppoſe, obtained 
his hberty at the late king's death) was ſent to recom- 
mend to him and his people the practice of juſtice and 
cquity, as they would hope to proſper, and to threaten 
them in caſe of diſobedience with utter deſtruction. Je- 
hoiachin was threatened with a miſerable end, and his 
family declared to be for eyer excluded from the throhe. 


- 


SECTION XXIII. 


. N pa —— . ) 
THE CONGLUSION OF THE REIGN OP JEHOIACHIN 
KING OP JUDAHN, 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv. 


Axp when Jehoiachin had reigned three nt and 
ten days in Jeruſalem, and done that which was evil in 
the ſight of the Loxy, the ſervants of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up againſt Epi and the city 
was beſieged. | | 

And 


| 
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And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came againſt 
the city, and his ſervants did beſiege it. 

And at the end of the year Jehotachin the king of Ju- 
dah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, 
and his fervants, and his princes, and his officers: and the 
king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 

And he carried out thence all the treaſures of the 
houſe of the Loxp, and the treaſures of the king's houſe, 
and cut in pieces all the veſſels of gold which Solomon 
king of Iſrael had made in the temple of the Lon, as 
the LoD had ſaid, | 

And he carried away all Jeruſalem, and all the princes, 
and all the mighty men of -valour, even ten thouſand 
captives, and all the craftſmen, and ſmiths: none re- 
mained, fave the pooreſt ſort of the people of the land. 

And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the 

king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, 
and the mighty of the Jand, thoſe carried he into cap- 
tivity from Jeruſalem to Babylon. 
And all the men of might, even ſeven thouſand, and 
craftſmen, and ſmiths, a thouſand, all that were ſtrong 
and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought | 
captive to Babylon. 

And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's 
brother king in his ſtead, and changed his name to 
Zedekiah, 


ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 


Jehoiachin was not reſtrained from his wickedneſs by 
the prophet's donunciations, neither would he humble 
himſelf before the Lonp; therefore he was left to ſuffer 
the conſequences of his folly and obduracy. 

Nebuchaduezzar's lieutenants and. governors of the 
provinces continued to beſiege Jeruſalem after the death 
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of Jeboiakim : at the end of three months the king of 
Babylon came againſt it in perſon with his royal army. 
Ichoachin, unable to defend the city, ſubmitted, as we 
read; but Nebuchadnezzar put him in chains, and ſent 
him to Babylon, where he continued a miſerable captive 
till the death of that monarch, which was thirty-fix years. 
Had .Jehoiachin taken the method which Hezekiah 
did, and mede. his peace with Gop, he would have had 
no cauſe to fear the king of Babylon; but might have 
held out with courage, honour, and ſucceſs: but wanting 
the faith and piety of an Iſraelite, he had not the reſolu- 
tion cf a man, a ſoldier, and a prince.” Now was ful- 
filled the word of Gop ſpoken by Moſes: The Loxy 
hall bring againſt thee a nation from afar, of fierce counte- 
nance, that ſhall eat the fruit of thy land, and beſicge thee 
in all thy-gates. 

We find that Nebuchadnezzar carried with him vaſt 
quantities of ſpoil, and a great many captives. He had 
taken ſome away eight years before this, among whom 
were Daniel and his friends: thefe had behaved fo well, 
that the king was deſirous to have more ſuch. He alſo 
took all the great men and principal officers, left they 
ſhould raiſe conſpiracies againſt him; and carried the 
ſmiths away, in order that the inhabitants of Jeruſalem 
might not be able to procure arms, 

Nebuchadnezzar, after his departure from Jeruſalem, 
employed all the reſt of the year in carrying on his war 
with the Egyptians; in which he was fo ſucceſsful, that 
before the enſuing winter he had driven them out of 
Syria and Paleſtine. Shortly after, died N weer dees 
king of Babylon, having reigned twenty-one years; on 
hearing which, Nebuchadnezzar haſtened home, and was 
made king in his ſtead. He had reigned ſome time with 
bis father, His —_ contained Chaldea, Atſyria, 

Arabia, 


(m ) 


Arabia, Syria, and Paleſtine (the latter included the 
whole land of Iſrael); - Zedekiah, though called king of 
Judah, reigned there only as Nebuchadnezzar's deputy. 

_  Nebuchadnezzar changed Mattaniah's name to ſhew _ 
that he was entirely dependent on him. Zedekiah ſigni- 
fies the juſtice of the Lord, to put him in mind, that he 
muſt expe& the vengeance of his Sen i be vioutos the 
oath of fidelity which he had taken. | 


SECTION XXIV. 
THE. BEGINNING OF THE REIGN or ZEDEKIAH KING 
OF JUDAH, 
AND PART OF . THE PROPHECY OP JEREMTAH. 


| From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv.— Jer. Chap. xxvii. 


Zrprklan was twenty and one years old when he 
began to reign. 

In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah *, the ſon 
of Joſiah, king of Judah, came this word unto jeremiah, 
ſaying, Thus ſaith the Lon p to me, Make thee bonds and 
yokes, and put them upon thy neck, and ſend them to 
the king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the 
king of the Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and 
to the king of Zidon, by the hand of the meſſengers 
which come to Jeruſalem unto Zedekiah king of Judah; 

And command them to ſay unte their maſters, Thus 
faith the Lon of hoſts, the Gos of Iſrael, Thus ſhall ye . 
ſay unto your maſters, Lhave made the earth, the man, 
and the beaſt, that are upon the ground, by my great 

* It js ſuppoſed by ſome learned commentators, that the word Fehota» 
chin is, by the miſtake of a tranſcrider, put for Zedekiak ; but it is not at all 
improbable, that Jerem'ah received intimatian of this ev.nt in the reign of 
Jehoiachin, and wrote the prophecy, 
| E 5 power, 
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power, and by my out · ſtretched arm, zn e 
unto whom it ſeemed meet unto me. | 
And now have I given ell Wes lands into the hand 


df Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, nay ſervant, and 


the beaſts of the field have I given him alſo to ſerve bim. 
And all nations ſhall ſerve him and his ſon and his 
ſon's ſon, until the very time of his land come; and then 
many nations and great kings ſhall-ſerve themſelves of 
him. x 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that the nation and king- 
dom which will not ſerve the fame Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I pu- 
niſh, ſaith the Loxp, with the ſword, and with the 
famine, and with the peſtilence, until 1 have * 
them by his hand. 

Therefore hearken not ye to your prophets, nor to. your 
diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your enchanters, 
nor to your ſorcerers, which ſpeak unto you, ſaying, 
Ye ſhall not ſerve the king of Babylon : 

For they propheſy a lie unto you, to remove you far 
Rom your land, and that I ſhould drive you out and ye 
ſhonld perith. ' | 

But the nations that bring their neck under the hs 
of the king of Babylon, and ſerve him, thoſe will I let 
remain {till in their own land, faith the Lonp, and they 
ſhall till it, and dwell therein. 

And Jeremiah fpake to Zedekiah according to the 
tenor of thoſe words, ſaying, Bring your necks under the 
yoke of the king of Babylon, and ſerve bim and his 


people, and live. 


Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the ſword, 
by the famine, and by the peſtilence, as the Lorp hath 
ſpoken againſt the nation that will not ferye the king of 
Babylon ? 


Therefore 
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Therefore hearken not ig Sor words of the do 
that ſpeak unto you, ſaying, e ſhall not ſerve the king 
of Babylon: for they propheſy u lie tinto/ yok. 

For I have not ſent ther, ſaith the Lony, yet they 
propheſy a He in my name, that T might drive you out; 
and that ye might periſh, Ye, wt ee, e 8 
pheſy unto ou. 

Alſo I ſpake to the prief, and to all this print 
ing, Thys ſaith the Lon. N Hearken not to the words of 
your prophets, that propheſy unto you, ſaying, Behold, 
the veſſels of the Loxnò houſe ſhall now ſhortly de 
brought again from en for enn a” on 
unto you. 

Hearken not unto Pony n the king of Babylon, | 
and live: wherefore ſhould this erty be laid waſte ? 
But if they be prophets, and if the word of the ei 
be with them, let them now make intercetfion to the 
Lon p of hoſts, that the veſſels which ave left in the houſe 
of the Lox», and in the houſe of the king of Judah, and 
at Jernſalem,. go not to Babylon. To 

For thus faith the Loxp of hoſts concerning the pil- 
lars, and concerning the ſea, and concerning the baſes, 
and concerning the reſidue of the veffels that remain in 
this city. which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took 
not when he carried away captive Jeconiah 'the ſon of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah, from Jeruſalem to Babylon, 
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerufalem : 

Yea, thus ſaith the Lok of hoſts, the Gop of Ifrac],. 
concerning the veſſels that remain in the houſe of the 
Lox, and in the houſe of the king of Judah, and of Je- 
ruſalem, They ſhall be carried to Babylon, and there ſhall 
they be until the day that 1 viſit them, ſaith the Lonb: 
then will I bring them up, and reſtore them to this place. 


EG ANNOTATIONS 
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xls ' ANNOTATIONS "ery REFLECTIONS. 


We find that Zedekiah followed. the bad example of 
his predeceſſors, yet the prophet was ſent to admoniſh 
bim and his ſubjects; for though the Lonp had deter- 
mined the deſtruction of the city in caſe the people did 


not repent, He promiſed to have compaſſion on every indi- 


vidual who acknowledged their tranſgreſſiqns, ond fub- 


mitted to His Almighty Power. 


It is ſuppoſed, that after the departure of Nebwchad- 
nezzar out of Judea and Syria, Zedekiah having ſettled 
himſelf upon the throne, the kings of the Ammonites, 
Edomites, Zidonians, Tyrians, and other nations, ſent 
their ambaſſadors to congratulate him on his acceſſion, 
aud propoſed a league with him againſt the king of Baby- 
lon ; but the Lonp having ordained that Nebuchadnezzar, 
who was thecho/en inſtrument of Divine vengeance, ſhould on 
that account rule over the kings of the earth, commanded 
Jeremiah to put a yoke and bands on his neck, as a 


ſignificant ſeen, calculated to give force to his predictions: 


and it is likely the prophet offered them ſucceſſively to 
all the foreign ambaſſadors mentioned above, in order to 
prove whether they would give eredit to the word of 
Gop,. thus ſolemuly pronounced, or not; but we have 
uus 10 "Os that oy . them with chain. 


s EC TION XXv. 


e, FALSE PROPHET CONTRADICTS JEREMIAH $ 
47s PREDICTIONS. 


10. a | 


Fun Chap. xxviii. 


An it came to paſs the ſame year, in the beginning | 
of the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth 
year, and in 121 nlth month, that Hananiah the fon of 


T 53 ), 
Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon, ſpake unto ſe- 
remiah in the houſe of the Loxp, in the preſence of the 
prieſts, and of all the people, ſaying, 
Thus ſpeaketh the Loxp of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael, 
faying, I have broken the yoke of the king of Babylon: 


Within two full years will I bring again into this 


place all the veſſels of the Loxy's houſe that Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon took away from this place and 
catried them to Babylon k 
And I will bring again to this place Jeconiah the ſon 
of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives of 
Judah that went into Babylon, faith the Loxp: for I 
will break the yoke of the king of Babylon. ict 

Thea the prophet Jeremiah ſaid unto the prophet Ha- 
naniah in the preſence of the prieſts, and in the preſence 
of all the people that ſtood in the houſe of the Lox, even 
the prophet Jeremiah ſaid, Amen: the Lonp do ſo: the 
Loxp perform thy words which thou haſt prophefied, to 
bring again the veſſels of the Loxp's houſe, and all that ts 
carried away captive from Babylon, into this place. 

Nevertheleſs, hear thon now this word that I ſpeak in 
thine ears, and in the ears of all the people; the prophets 
that have been beforerme'and before thee of old prophe- 
fied both againſt many countries, and againft great ing 
doms, of war, and of evil, and of peſtilence. 

The prophet which prophefied of peace, when the 
word of the prophet ſhall come to paſs, then ſhall the 
1 be known that the Loxp bath truly ſent him. 


Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke * off 


| the prophet Jeremiah'sneck, and brake it. 

And Hananiah ſpake in the prefence of all the people, 
ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loxd; Even ſo will I break the 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck 
of all nations within the ſpace of two full years. And 
the prophet Jeremiah went his way, 
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A 
Then the word of the Lonp — Jeremiah the 
prophet, after that Hananiab' the prophet had broken the 


yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, ſaying, 
Go, and tell Hananiah, ſaying, Thus ſaith the -Lozp : 


12 


| Thou bed broken the yokes of wood; der abu 


make ſor them yokes of iron. 

For thus ſaith the Loxp of hoſts, the Gov of Iſrael, 
L have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all theſe na- 
tions, that they may ſerve Neburhadnezzar king of Ba- 


 bylon; and they ſhall ſerve him: . I have given * 


the beaſts of the field alſo. W 34 22.6 

Then ſaid the prophet- mn unto — ha 
prophet, Hear now, Hananiah, The Lon hath not ſent 
thee, but thou makeſt this people to truſt in a lie. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lonp; Behold, I will caſt thee 
from off the face of the earth : this year thou ſhalt die, 
becauſe thou haſt taught rebellion againſt the Lonn. 

. So Hananiah the prophet »cied the ſame Ver, ogg 
ſeventh month, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


"We find from this, and the preceding ſection, that there 
were at Jeruſalem falſe prophets, who flattered the king 
with hopes of deliverance from the power of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. How Hanamiah could have the preſumption 
to utter ſuch a falſe prediction is aſtoniſhing, as the reality 
of Jeremiah's miſſion had been fully proved by the ac- 
compliſhment of many of his prophecies. It was likely 
that the king, as well as others, might have given credit 
to him who foretold what was moſt agreeable to their 


wiſhes: God therefore inſpired his own prophets to fore- 


tell that He deſigned to puniſh the impoſtor with ſudden 
death, that by this awful viſitation the people might 


be admoniſhed to pay due honour to him whom the 
Loxp had ſent, 


SECTION 


Mp 


sz TI. XX vr. 


nat LET TEA ro THE CAPTIVES IN BABYLON, 
From Chap. xxix. 


Now theſe are the words of the letter that Jeremiah 
the prophet ſent from Jeruſalem unto the refidue of the 
elders which were carried away captives, and to the 
prieſts, and to the prophets, and to all the people whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried away captive from Jeruſa- 
lem to Babylon. 

(After that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the 
eunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jeruſalem, and the 
carpenters, and the ſmiths, were departed from Je- 

ruſalem:) 

By the hand of Elafah the ſon of Shaphan, and Gema- 
riah the ſon of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of, Judah 
ſent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
ſaying, 

Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael, unto 
all that are carried away captives, whom I have cauſed to 
be carried away from Jeruſalem unto Babylon: 

Build ye houſes, and dwell in them; and plant gar- 
dens, and eat the fruit of them; 

Take ye wives, and have ſons and daughters; and take 
wives for your ſons, and give your daughters to huſbands, 
that they may bear ſons and daughters : that ye may be 
increaſed there, and not diminiſhed. \ 

And ſeek the peace of the city whither I have cauſed 
you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LoRD 
for it: for in the peace thereof ſhall ye have peace. 


For thus ſaith the Lon of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael; 
Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the 


midſt 
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midft of you, deceive you, neither bearken to your dreams 
which ye cauſed to have dreamed. _ 

For they propheſy falſely unto you in my name; I 


have not ſent them, {ith the Lonp. 1 
For thus ſaith the Lonp, that after ſeventy years be 


accompliſhed at Babylon, I will viſit you, and perform 


my good word toward you, in cauſing you to return to 


this place. 
For 1 know the thoughts that 1 think toward you, 


ſaith the Lorp, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 


give you an expected end. 
Then ſhall ye call upon me, and ye ſhall go and pray 


unto me, and 1 will hearken unto you. 
And ye ſhall ſeek me and find me, when ye ſhall 


ſearch for me with all your heart, 


And I will be found of you, faith the Lox: and I 
will turn away your captivity, and will gather you from: 
all the nations and from all the places whither I have 
driven you, faith the Lonxp; and I will bring you again 


Into the place whence I cauſed = to. be carried away 
captive. 


Becauſe ye have ſaid, The Lonp hath' raiſed us up 


prophets in Babylon; know that thus ſaith the Lok p of 
the king that fitteth upon the throne of David, and of 


all the people that. dwelleth in this city, and of your 


brethren tliat are not gone forth with you into captivity ; . 
thus ſaith Lord of hoſts, Behold, I will ſend upon them 


the ſword, the famine, and the peſtilence, and will e 
them like vile figs, that cannot be eaten. 

And I will perſecute them with the ſword, with the 
famine, and with the peſtilence, and will deliver them to 
be removed to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a 
curſe, and an aſtoniſhment, and an hiſſing, and a reproach, 


among all the nations whither I have driven them: 
Becauſe 
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Becauſe they have not hearkened to my word, faith 
the Lonp, which I ſent unto them by my ſervants the 
prophets, rifing up early and ſending them ; but ye would 
not hear, ſaith the Lonxp. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


Jeremiah, having had a remarkable viſion *, and other 
revelations, reſpecting the reftoration of the Jews to their 
native land, took the opportanity of ſending a letter by 
Zedekiah's ambaſſadors, in order to guard thoſe of his 


nation, who were in captivity, againſt the deluſions of 


falſe prophets, who would have deterred them from build- 
ing, or doing any thing elſe, for their own intereſt and 
benefit : he informed them how long their captivity was 
to continue, and encouraged them to ſubmit to their lot, 
ſince it was much to be preferred to that of their bre- 
thren, who were left behind in Judea. 

This ſection affords a very inſtructive leſſon to all per- 
fons who are in calamitous circumſtances, admoniſhing 
them not to fink into deſpair, but to make the beſt of 
their condition, fince the very diſpenſation which appears 
to them a misfortune may be in reality a bleſſing in 
diſguiſe, 

Cyaxares, king of Media, after he had reigned forty 
years, died; and Aſtyages his ſon (called in ſcripture 


Ahaſuerus) reigned in his ſtead. 


In the ſame year died alſo Pſammis, king of Egypt, and 
Apries his ſon ſacceeded him. He is in INN _ 
Pharaoh Hophra. — 


® Chapter xxiv. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XXVII. 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH KING OF 
JUDAH—AND PART OF THE PROPHECY OF EZEKIEL, 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxiv. 
2 Chron, Chap. xxxvi.ä—Excſiel, Chap. X11, xvii. 


AND Zedekiah did that which was evil in the fight of 
the LorD, and humbled not himſelf before Jeremiah the 
prophet, ſpeaking by the mouth of the Loxp. And he 
alſo rebelled againſt king Nebuchadnezzar, who had 
made him ſwear by Gop to ſerve him, and ſent ambaſ- 
ſadors into Egypt, that they mg give him horſes and 
much people. 

And the word of the Loxp came unto Ezekiel in the 
land of the Chaldees, ſaying, Say unto the people of li- 
rael, Thus faith the Loxp God, This burden concerneth 


the prince in Jeruſalem, and all the houſe of Iſrael that are 


among them. 
Say, I am your fign ; like as 1 have done, ſo ſhall it be 


done unto them ; they ſhall remove and gointo captivity, 
And the prince that is among them ſhall bear upon 
his ſhoulder in the twilight, and ſhall go forth: they 
ſhall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: he ſhall 
cover his face, that he fee not the ground with his eyes. 
My net alſo will I ſpread upon him, and he ſhall be 
taken in my ſnare; and I will bring him to Babylon to 
the land of the Chaldeans : yet ſhall he not ſec it, though 


be ſhall die there. 


And I will ſcatter toward every wind all that are about 
him to help him, and all his bands; and I will draw out 


the ſword after them. 


And they ſhall know that I am the Loxp, when I 
ſhall ſaatter them among the nations, and diſperſe them 
in the countries. 


But 


CY 1 


But I will leave a few men of them from the ſword, 
from the famine, and from the peſtilence, that they may 
declare all their abominations among the heathen whi- 
ther they come; and m_ {ball know that I am the 
Lorny. 

Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto Ezekiel, 
ſaying, Say now to the rebellious houſe, Know ye vot 
what theſe things mean ? tell them, Behold, the king of 
Babylon is come to Jeruſalem, and hath taken the king 
therecf, and the princes Weng and led them with him 
to Babylon ; 

And hath taken of the king's ſeed, and made a cove» 
nant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he hath 
alſo taken the mighty of the land : That the kingdom 
might be baſe, that it might not lift itſelf up, but that by 
keeping of bis covenant it might ſtand. 

But he rebelled againſt him in ſending his ambaſſadors 
into Egypt, that they might give him horſes and much 
people: Shall he proſper? ſhall he eſcape that doeth ſuch 
things? or ſhall be break the covenant, and be delivered? 

As I live, ſaith the Loxp Gop ; ſurely in the place 
where the king dwelleth that made him king, whoſe 
oath he deſpiſed, and whoſe covenant he brake, even 
with him in the midſt of Babylon he ſhall die. 

Neither ſhall Pharaoh with his mighty army and great 

company make for him in the war by caſting up mounts, 
and building forts, to cut off many perſons: Seeing he 
deſpiſed the oath by breaking the covenant, when lo, he 
had given his hand, and hath done all theſe things, he- 
hall not eſcape. 
Therefore thus ſaith the Lone 2 As I live, ſarely 
mine oath that he hath deſpiſed, and my covenant that 
he hath broken, even it will I recompenſe _ his own 
head. 


And 
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Aud I will fpread my net upon him, and he ſhall be 
taken in my ſnare, and I will bring him to Babylon, and 
will plead with him there for his treſpaſs that he hath 
treſpaſſed againſt me, 

And all his fugitives, with all his bands, ſhall fall by 
the ſword, and they that remain ſhall be ſcattered to- 
ward all winds : and ye ſhal] know that I = Lonp have 
ſpoken it. 


ANNOTATIONS axv REFLECTIONS. 


It was in the ſeventh year of his reign that Zedekialr 
ſent ambaſſadors into Egypt to engage in a confederacy 
with Pharaoh Hophra. In thus breaking his covenant 
with Nebuchadnezzar, Zedekiah committed a great 
crime; for he was guilty of perjury by the breach of his 
oath, and acted diſhonourably in breaking his treaty. He 
was 4ikewiſe preſumptuous, and fooliſh to the laſt degree, 

in oppoſing the commands which Gop had given, that 
he ſhould ſubmit quietly to Nebuchadnezzar. Ezekiel 
was among the captives in Babylon, where, we may 
ſuppoſe, he wrote his prediction, and ſent i it to Jeruſalem. 


* 3636; F a * 
SECTION XXVIII. . 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH KING 


oF JUDAH, | 
WITH PART OF THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH. 


yum Feremiah, Clap. xxxiv. 


PR it came to paſs, in the ninth year of his reign, in 
the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came, he, and all his hoſt, againſt Jeruſalem, 
and pitched againſt it: and they built ow againſt it 


round about. 
| And 


„ i * 
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And this is the word that came unto - Jeremiah from 
the Loxp, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and 
all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of his 
dominion, and all the people fought againſt We, 
and againſt all the cities thereof; ſaying, | 

Thus ſaith the Lox, the Gop of Iſrael; Go, _ | 
* ſpeak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus 
ſaith the Loxp : Behold, I will give this city into the 
hand of the king of Babylon ; and he ſhall burn it with 
fire: 

And thou ſhalt not eſcape out of his hand, but walt 
ſurely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and thine 
eyes ſhall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon and he 
ſhall ſpeak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou thalt go 
to Babylon. 

Yet hear the word of the Lozxp, O Zedekiah king of 
Judah; Thus ſaith the Loxp of thee ; Thou ſhalt not die 
by the ſword: 

But thou ſhalt die in peace: and with the burnings of 
thy fathers, the former kings which were before thee, 
ſo ſhall they burn odours for thee; and they will lament 
thee, ſaying, Ah, lord! for I have pronounced the word, 
ſaith the Lord. | 

Then Jeremiah the prophet ſpake all theſe words unto 
Zedekiah king of Judah in Jeruſalem, when the king of 
Babylon's army fought againſt Jeruſalem, and againſt all 
the cities of Judah that were left, againſt Lachiſh, and 
againſt Azekah: for theſe en cities remained of 
the cities of Judah. | wh 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS.” 2 

It is worthy of obſervation, that Ezekiel, who dwelt i in 
the land of the Chaldeans, and Jeremiah, who was ſhut 
up with the reſt of thoſe who were beſieged in jane, © 
3 exactly 
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exactly agreed in their predictions concerning the taking 
of the city, and a variety of circumſtances which were to 
ſucceed to this dreadful event: in one particular only 
they appeared to differ. Ezekiel foretold that Zedekiah 
Should be brought to the land of "the Chaldeans, but ſhould 
rot ſee it: Jeremiah predicted that he /houtd be delivered 
Into the hand of the king of Babylon, and fhould ſpeak mouth 
o mouth with him, and that his eyes ſhould behold his eyes. 
We ſhall find in the ſequel that both theſe predictions 

were literally fulfilled, 


SECTION XXIX. 


CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH 
KING OF JUDAH. | | 


Fram Jeremiah, Chap, xxxvii. 


Aub Zedekiah the king ſent Jehucal the ſon of Shele- 
miah, and Zephaniah the ſon of Maaſeiah the prieſt, to 
the prophet Jeremiah, ſaying, Pray now unto the 00D 
our Gop for us. 

Now Jeremiah came in and went out nou the peo- 
ple: for they had not put him into priſon. 

Then Pharaoh's army was come forth out of Egypt: 
and when the Chaldeans that befieged Jeruſalem heard 
tidings of them, they departed from Jeruſalem. | 

Then came the word of the Loxp unto the prophet | 
Jeremiah, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp the Gop of Ifrael : 
Thus ſhall ye ſay to the king of Judah, that ſent you 
unto me to enquize of me; Behold Pharaoh's army which 


is come forth to help you, ſhall return to Egypt into 
their own land, _ | 
And the Chaldeans ſhall come again and fight againft 

this city, and take it and burn it with fire, | 
| 7 Thus 
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Thus ſaith the Loxp ; Deceive not yourſelves, ſay- 
ing, The Chaldeans ſball ſurely depart from us: for they 
ſhall not depart. 

For though ye- had ſmitten the whils army of the 
Chaldeans that fight againſt you, and there remained 
but wounded men among them, yet thould they riſe up 
every man in his tent, aud burn this city with fire. 

And it came to puſs, that when the army of the Chal- 
deans was broken up from Jeruſalem for fear ot Pha- 
raoh's army, 

Then Jeremiah went for h out of Jeruſalem to go in- 
to the land of Benjamin, to ſeparate himſelf thence in 
the midit of the people. , 

And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of 
the ward was there, whoſe name was Irijah, the ſon of 
Shelemiah, the ſon of Hananiah ; and he took Jeremiah 
the prophet, ſaying, Thou falleſt away to the Chaldeans. 
Then ſaid Jeremiah, It is falſe: I fall not away to the 
Chaldeans. But he hearkned not to him: ſo Irijah took 
Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 

Wherefore the princes were wroth with Need 
and ſmote him, and put him in priſon in the houſe of Jo- 
nathan the ſcribe: for they had made that the priſon. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It ſeems, that the king of Babylon raiſed the fiege 
with a view of intercepting Pharaoh Hophra and his 
army. It was while the Chaldeans were abſent from 
Jeruſalem, that Jeremiah attempted to retire to Ananoth, 
his native country, to avoid the hiege, which be knew 
would be renewed. This was an improper ſtep for the 
prophet of the Loxp to take; and in all probability his 
impriſonment was permitted as a Divine chaſtiſement. 

The Egyptians, terrified by the appearance of the 

Chaldeans, 
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Chaldeans, withdrew their forces, and retired into their 
own country, treacherouſly leaving Zedekiah and his 
people to periſh in the war, _ it is 9 they 
had drawn them into. 


_ SECTION XXX. 
CONTINUATION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, AND 
PART OF THE PROPHECY OP JEREMIAH, | 


From Feremiah, Chap. xxxvii. 


Wurx Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, and 


into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there many 
days; then Zedekiah the king ſent and took him out: 
and the king aſked him ſecretly in his houſe, and ſaid, 
Is there any word from the Loxp? And Jeremiah ſaid, 
There is; for, ſaid he, thou ſhalt be delivered into the 


hand of the king of Babylon. 


Moreover, Jeremiah ſaid unto king Zedekiah, What | 


have I offended againſt thee, or againſt thy ſervants, or 
againſt this' people, that ye have put me in priſon? 
Where are new your prophets which propheſied unto 
you, ſaying, The king of Babylon ſhall not come againſt 
you, nor againſt this land? Therefore heer now, I pray 


thee, O my lord the king: let my ſupplication, I pray 


thee, be accepted before thee ; that thou cauſe me not 
to return to the houſe of Jonathan the ſcribe, leſt 1 die 
there. 

Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they ſhould 
commit Jeremiah into the court of the priſon, and that 


they ſhould give him daily a piece of bread out of the 


bakers' ſtreet, until all the bread in the city were ſper.t. 
Thys n remained in the court of the priſon: 


, 


e ee ea. 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 

On the retreat of the Egyptians, Nebuchadnezzar 
again renewed the ſiege of Jeruſalem. It was on this 
of -accafion that Zedekiah ſent for Jeremiah, and conſulted 
ä him in private. The prophet confirmed his former 

4 prediction; and took the opportunity of remonſtrating 

| on the hardſhips that were ſo unjuſtly inflicted upon 
'himfelf, which Zedekiah was prevailed on to mitigate. 


SECTION XXI. 
THE CONTINUATION or THE REIGN. OF ZEDEKIAH KING 
OF :JUDARH. 
From Jeremiah, Chap. xxxvin. 

AND the city was beſieged until the eleventh year of 

king Zedekiah. 

And Shephatiah the ſon of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
ſon of Paſhur, and Jucal the ſon. of Shelemiah, aud 
Paſhur the ſon of Malchiah, heard the words that Jere- 
miah had ſpoken unto all the people, ſaying, Thus ſaith 
the Lon, He that remaineth in this city ſhall die by 
the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſtilence: but he 
that goeth forth to the Chaldeans ſhall live: for he ſhall 
have his life for a prey, and ſhall live. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, This city ſhall ſurely be given 
into the hand of the king of Babylon's army, whieb 
ſball take it. 5 

Therefore the princes ſaid unto the king, We beſeech 

. thee, let this man be put to death: for thus he weaken- 
eth the hands of the men of war that remain in this 
city, and the hands of all the people, in ſpeaking ſuch 
words unto them: for this man ſeeketh not the welfare 
of this people, but the hurt. 
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Then Zedekiah the king ſaid, Behold, he is in your 


hand: for the king is not he that can do any thing 
againſt you, 

Then took they | WARY and caſt him into the dun- 
geon of 'Malchiah the ſon of Hammelech, that was in the 
court of the priſon: and they let down Jeremiah with 


cords, and in the dungeon there was no water, but 


wire : ſo Jeremiah ſunk in the mire. 


Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of the 


eunuchs which was in the king's houſe heard that they 
had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; me king then ſitting 
in the gate of Benjamin ; 
Ebed-melech went forth out of the king's houſe, and 


ſpake to the king, ſaying, My lord the king, theſe men 


have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah 


the prophet, whom they have caſt into the dungeon; 
and he is like to die for hanger in the place where he 
is: for there is no more bread in the city. 

Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethio- 
pian, ſaying, Take from hence thirty men with thee, 
and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dungeon 
before he die. 

So they drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him 
up out of the dungeon, and Jeremiah remained in the 
court of the priſon. 


Then Zedekiah the king ſent and took Jeremiah the 


prophet unto him into the third entry that is in the houſe 
of the Lory, and the king ſaid unto Jeremiah, I will 
afk theea thing: hide nothing from me. 


Then Jeremiah ſaid unto Zedekiah, If I declare it un- 


to thee, wilt thou not ſurely put me to death? and if I 
give thee counſel, wilt thou not hearken unto me? 
So Zedekiah the king ſware ſecretly unto Jeremiah, 


ſaying, As the Loxp liveth, that made us this ſoul, I 
will 


— y 
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will not put thee to death, neither will I give thee inte 
the hand of theſe men that ſeek thy life. 

Then ſaid Jeremiah unto Zedekiah. Thus faith the 
Lokp, the Gop of hoſts, the Gap of Iſrael; if thou 
wilt aſſuredly go forth anto the king of Babylan's 
princes, then thy ſoul ſhall live, and this city ſhall not 
be burnt with fire, and thou ſhalt hve, and thine houſe: 

But if thou wilt not go forth to the king of Babylon's 
princes, then ſhall this city be given into the hand of 
the Chaldeans, and they ſhall burn it with fire, and thou 
halt not eſcape out of their hand. 

And Zedekiah the king ſaid unto Jeremiah, I am afraid 
of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, leſt they 
deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 

But Jeremiah ſaid, They ſhall not deliver thee; obey, 
I beſeech thee, the voice of the Logo, which I ſpeak 
unto thee: ſo it ſhall be well unto thee, and thy ſoul 
ſhall live. | 

But if thou refuſe to go forth, this is the word that 
the Loxp hath ſhewed me: And, bchold, all the wo- 
men that are left in the king of Judah's houſe ſhall be 
brought forth to the king of Babylon's princes, and theſe 
women fhall ſay, Thy friends have ſet thee on, and have 
prevailed againſt thee : thy feet are ſunk in the mire, 
and they are turned away back. | 

So they ſhall bring out all thy wives and thy children 
to the Chaldeans: and thou ſhalt not eſcape out of their 
hand, but ſhalt be taken by the hand of the king of 
Babylon: and thou ſhalt cauſe this city to be burned 
with fire. 

Then ſaid Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know 
of theſe words, and thou ſhalt not die, | | 

But if the princes hear that J have talked with thee, 
and they come unto thee, and ſay unto thee, Declare 

. unto 


\ 
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unto us how what thou haſt ſaid unto the king, hide it 
not from us, and we will not put thee to death: alſo 
-what the king ſaid unto thee: © 


Then thou ſhalt ſay unto them, I preſented my ſup- 


plication before the king, that he would not cauſe me 
to return to Jonathan's houſe, to die there. 


Then came all the princes unto Jeremiah, and aſked 


him: and he told them according to all theſe words 
that the king had commanded: ſo they left off — 
with him: for the matter was not perceived. 


So Jeremiah abode in the court of the priſon until the 


day that Jeruſalem was taken: and he was there * 
Jeruſalem was taken. 5 


| ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 
It is aſtoniſhing to read of the inveterate hatred which 


the princes bore to the good prophet Jeremiah. The 


king himſelf was inclined to be merciful to him; but 


at ſuch a time of general calamity, his power was no- 


thing, as he himſelf obſerved. 

Providence again raiſed up a deliverer for Jeremiah; 
but for the kindneſs of 'Ebed-melech, he would have 
| euro 

It appears that Zedekiah had ſome: confidence in Je- 
-remiah's prediction; but he ſuffered his fear of the Jews 


to influence his ations, in contradiction to his own ſen- 


timents. 

While Jeremiah was uttering his predictions, Ezekiel 
had many revelations to the ſame effect; a compariſon 
of theſe affords a ſtrong confirmation of the authenticity 
of each, as the prophets could carry an no colluſion at 


that time. 


'SECTION 
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SECTION XXII. 
THE CALAMITIES OF THE SIEGE. 
From 2 Chron. Chap. xxxvi.—Lam. Chap, ii 


Axp Zedekiah ſtiffened his neck, and hardened his 
heart, from turning unto the Lon D Gop of Iirael. 
Moreover, all the chief of the prieſts, and the people 

tranſgreſſed very much, after all the abominations of the 

heathen, and polluted the houſe of the Lorp, which he 
had hallowed in Jeruſalem. | 
And the Lokp Gop of their fathers ſent to them by 
his meſſengers, riſing up betimes, and ſending ; becauſe 
he had compaſſion on his people, and on his dwelling- 
place: but they mocked the meſſengers of Gop, aud 
deſpiſed his words, and miſuſed his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lox aroſe againſt his people, till there Was 
no remedy. 
And at length the famine prevailed in the city; and 
there was no bread for the people to eat The elders of. 
Zion ſat upon the ground, and kept ſilence; they caſt 
duſt upon their heads; they girded themſelves with 
ſackcloth, © Phe virgins of Jeruſalem * down their 

heads to the ground 2 

The children and the ſacklings ſwooned in the ſireets 
of the city; they atked for bread, and no one breaxked 
it. unto. them. They ſaid to their mothers, Where is 
corn and wine? They ſwooned as the wounded in the 
eity; the tongue of the ſucking child cleaved - to the 
roof of his mouth for thirſt; their ſoul was poured out- 
into their mother's boſom | 

The young and thegold lay on the ground in the 
ſtrects; they that did feed delicately were deſolate in 
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the ſtreets; they that were * up in ſcarlet em- 
braced dunghills. . | 
What ſhall I liken thee to, O Jeruſalem? (ſaid their 
afflicted prophet) What ſhall I equal to thee, O virgin, 
daughter of Zion? Jet tears run down like a river day 
and night; give thyſelf no reſt; let not the apple of 


thine eye ceaſe. 


Ariſe, cry out in the night; in the beginning of the 
watches, pour out thine heart like water before the face 
of the Loxd: lift up thine hands towards him for the 
life of the young children that faint for hunger at the 


top of every ſtreet : 


ANNOTATIONS Ax REFLECTIONS, 

What a lively deſcription is this of the miſeries of a 
fiege! To what a wretched condition was Jeruſalem 
now reduced! Let us proceed to the dreadful cata · 
ſtrophe. 


SECTION XXXIII. 
CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF ZEDEKIAH, 


From Jeremiah, Chap. xxxix.-—2 Chron. Chap. xxxvi. 
Arp on the ninth day of the fourth month, in the 
eteventh year of the 1 of Zedekiah, the city was 


broken up. 

And all the princes of the king of Babylon came in 
and ſat in the middle gate, even Nergal- ſharezer, Sam- 
gar-nebo, Sarſechim, Rab-ſaris, Nergal-ſharezer, Rab- 
mag, with all the reſidue of the princes of the king of 


Babylon. 


And it came to paſs, that when Zedekiah the king of - 


Judah ſaw them, and all the men of war, then they 
fled, 
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fled, and went forth out of the eity by night, by the 
way of the king's garden, by the gate betwixt the two 
walls: and he went out the way of the plain. 

But the Chaldeans' army purſued after them, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and when 
they had taken him they brought him up, to Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon to Riblah, in the land of Ha- 
math : where he gave judgment upon him. . 

Then the king of Babylon ſlew the ſons of Zedekiah 
in Riblab before his eyes: alſo the king of Babylon r. 
all the nobles of Judah. 

Moreover he put out Zedekiah's eyes, and bound him 

with chains, to carry him to Babylon. 
And the Chaldeans burned the king's houſe and the 
houſes of the people with fire, and brake down the walls 
of Jeruſalem 3 

And ſlew their young men with the ſword in the 
houſe of their ſanctuary, and had no compaſſion upon 
young men or maiden, old man, or him that ſtooped os 
age: he gave them all into his hand. 


—— 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


We find, from this ſection, that the predictions of 
Ezekiel and Jeremiah were both exactly fulfilled ; for 
Zedekiah ⁊cent to Babylon, though he did not /ee it, and 
his eyes beheld the eyes of the king of Babylon, 

Nebuchadnezzar certainly had cauſe to be enraged 
with Zedekiah for his treacherous behaviour; but was 
guilty of great inhumanity towards him. The king of 
Judah might have avoided the dreadful effects of his 
wrath, would he have hearkened to the admonitions of 
the prophets ; but he mocked the meſſengers of his Gop, and 
deſpiſed the word of the Lox. It is hoped, that miſ- 
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fortunes at length humbled his ſoul into a ſtate of peni- 
tence, and that before he died he made his peace with» 
Gop, who could abundantly pardon; and there is reaſon 
to ſuppoſe this actually was the caſe. 


SECTION XXXIV. 
JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE DESTROYED; 


Ax in the fifth month, on the ſeventh day of the 
month, which is the niueteenth year of king Nebuchad- 
nezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan captain of 
the guard, a ſervant of the king of Babylon, unto Jeru- 
lalem : 

And he burnt the houſe of the Lord, and the king's- 
houſe, and all the houſes of Jeruſalem, and every great. 
man's houſe burnt he with fire. 

And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with 
the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jon 
ſalem round about. 

Now the reſt of the people that were left in the city, 
and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, 
with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan. 
the captain of the guard carry away. 

But the captain of the guard left of che poor of the 
land to be vine dreſſers and huſbandmen. 

And the pillars of braſs that were in the houſe of the 
LokD, and the baſes, and the brazen ſea that was in the 
houſe of the Lorp, did the Chaldees break in pieces, 
and carried the braſs of them to Babylon. 

And the pots, and the ſhovels, and the ſnuffers, and 
the ſpoons, and all the veſſels of braſs wherewith = 
' miniſtered, took they away. 


And the fire-pans, and the bowls, and ſuch things as 
were 
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were of gold, in gold, and of ſilver, in ſilver, the cap- 
tain of the guard took away. 

The two pillars, one ſea, . and the baſes which Sulo-- 
mou had made for the houſe of the Lonp; the braſs of 
all theſe veſſels was without weight:: 

The height of the one pillar was eighteercubits, and 
the chapiter upon it was braſs: and the height of the 
chapiter three cubits; and the wreathen- work, and 
pomegranates upon the chapiter round about, all of 

braſs: and like unto theſe * the ſecond Piller with 
wreathen- work. 

And the captain of the nk took Seraiah the chief 
prieſt, and Zephaniah the ſecond prieſt, and the three 
Keepers of the door : - 

And out of the eity he took an officer that was ſet 
over the men of war, and five men of them that were in 
the king's preſence, which were found in the city, and 
the principal ſcribe of the hoſt, which muſtered the peo- 
ple of the land, and threeſcore men of the people of the 
land that were found in the city. ; 
And Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took theſe, -. 

and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah : - 
1 and the king of Babylon ſmote them, and flew them at 
i Riblah in the land of Hamath: So Judah was carried 
away out of their land. | 

And them that had-eſcaped from the ſword-carried be 
away to Babylon: where they were ſervants ta him and 
his ſons until the reign of the kingdom of Perſia: 

q To fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Je- 

3 remiah, until the laud had enjoyed her ſabbath: for as 

x long as ſhe lay deſolate, _ ſabbath, to fulfil three- 
icore and ten years. 


& 2 -  ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. 


Nebuzar-adan executed the command of his ſovereign 
with the utmoſt rigour ; and robbing the Temple of the 
remainder of its valuable treaſures, ſet fire to that noble 
edifice, which Solomon had built with ſo much coſt and 
magnificence, which had been the glory of the whole 
earth; frequently honoured by the viſible Pxesexnce of 
the LORD JEHOVAH, from whence he had graciouſly 
Teceived the ſacrifices and prayers of his faithful fer- 
vants, and given them aſſurances of his favour and lov- 
ing kindneſs ! | 

The following extract from the Lamentations of Je- 
remiah gives a lively deſcription of the diſtreſſes occa- 
Roned by this dreadful calamity, 


SECTION XXXV. 


JEREMIAH'S LAMENTATION FOR THE MISEKIES OF 


From Chap. il. iv. v. 


How hath the Lozp covered the daughter of Zion 
with a cloud in his anger, and caſt down from heavery 
unto the earth the beauty of Iſrael, and remembered 
not. his footſtool in the day of his anger! 

The Lonp hath ſwallowed up all the habitations of 
Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his 
wrath the ſtrong holds of the daughter of Judah; be 
hath brought them down to the ground: he bath pol- 
luted the kingdom and the princes thereof. 

He hath cut off in his fierce anger all the horn of Iſ- 
rael: he hath drawn back his right hand from before 
the enemy, and he burned againſt Jacob like a flaming 
fire which devoureth round about. 


He hath bent bis bow like an enemy: he ſtood with 
1 his 
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his right hand as an adverſary, and flew all that were 


pleaſant to ths eye in the tabernacle of the daughter of 
Zion : he poured out his fury like fire, 

The Lok was as an enemy: he hath ſwallowed up I- 
rael, he hath ſwallowed up all her palaces : he hath de- 
ſtroyed his ſtrong holds, and hath increaſed in the daugh- 
ter of Judah mourning and lamentation. 

And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as: 
if it were of a garden: he hath deſtroyed his places of the 
aſſembly: the Loxp hath cauſed the ſolemn feaſts and. 
ſabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath deſpiſed in 
the indignation of his anger the king and the prieſt. 

The Loxp hath caſt off his altar, he hath abhorred 
his ſanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the 
enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have made a noiſe 
in the houſe of the Lonb as in the day of a folemn 
feaſt, | 

The Loxp hath purpoſed to deſtroy the wall of the 
daughter of Zion; he hath ftretched out a line, he hath 
not withdrawn his hand from deſtroying : therefore he 
made the rampart and the wall to lament ; they languith- 
ed together. : 

Her gates are ſunk into the ground: he hath deſtroy- 
ed and broken her bars: her king and her princes are 
among the Gentiles : the law is no more: her prophets. 


alſo find no viſion from the Loan, 


Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are troubled, 
my liver is poured upon the earth, for the deſtruction * 
the daughter of my people. 

Thy prophets have ſeen vain and fooliſh things for 
thee; and they have not diſcovered thine iniquity, to- 
turn away thy captivity ; but have ſeen for thee falſe 
burdens, and cauſes of baniſhment.. 

All that paſs by clap their hands at thee : they hiſfs- 
and wag their head at the daughter of Jeruſalem, ſay- 
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ing, Is this the city that men call the PerfeQion of 
beauty, the Joy of the whole earth ? 

All thine enemies have opened their mouth againſt 

thee : they hiſs and gnaſh the teeth: they ſay, We have 
ſwallowed her up: certainly this is the day that we 
looked for; we have found, we have ſeen it. 

The Lonp hath done that which be had deviſed; he 

hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the 
days of old : he hath thrown down, and hath not pitied : 
and he hath cauſed thine enemy to rejoice over 22 he 
hath ſet up the horn of thine adverſaries. 
Ihou haſt called as in a ſolemn day my terrors _ 
about, ſo that in the day of the Lornr's anger none 
eſcaped nor remained: thoſe that I have ſwaddled and 
brought up hath mine enemy conſumed. 

How is the gold become dim! how is the moſt fine 
gold changed ! the ſtones of the ſanctuary a e poured 
out in the top of every ſtreet. 

The precious ſons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, 
how are they eſteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of 
the hands of the potter ! 

For the puniſhment of the iniquity of the daughter 
of my people is greater than the puniſhment of the fin. 
of Sodom, that was overthrown as in a moment; and no 
hands ſtayed on her, 

The Loxp hath accompliſhed his fury: he hath 
poured out his fierce anger, and hath kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devoured, the foundations thereof. 

The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of the 
world, would not have believed that the adverſary and 
the enemy ſhould have entered into the gates of Je- 
xuſalem. 

For the ſins of her prophets, and the iniquities of her 

prieſts, that have ſhed the blood of the juſt i the midſt 

of her, they have wandered as blind men in the ſtreets, 
0 they 


o 
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they have pollated themſelves with blood, fo Jhat r men 


could not touch their garments. 

They cried unto them, Depart ye; it is unclean; de- 
part, depart, touch not : when they fled away and wan- 
dered, they ſaid among the 3 They ſhall no more 
ſojourn there. 

The anger of the Lonp hath divided them: he will 
no more regard them: they reſpected not the e 
of the prieſts; they favoured not the elders. 

As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain help: in 
our watching we have watched for a nation that could. 
not ſave us. 

They hunt our ſteps, that we cannot go in our ſtreets :- 
our end is near, our days are fulfilled : for our end is 
come. 

Our perſecutors are ſwifter than the eagles of the 
heaven: they purſued us upon the mountains, they laid 
wait for us in the wilderneſs. 

The breath. of our noſtrils, the anointed of the — 
was taken in their pits, of whom we ſaid, Under his. 
ſhadow we ſhall live among the heathen... 

Remember, O Lorp, what is come upon us: conſider, 
and behold our reproach. 

Thou, O Loxp, remaineſt for ever: thy 9 from 
generation to generation. 

Wherefore doſt thou forget us for ever, and forſake 
us ſo long time? Turn thou us unto thee, O Lok, and 
we ſhall be turned: renew our days as of old. 

But thou haſt utterly rejected us; thou art very wroths - 
againſt us. 


| ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 


It were needleis to comment on this affecting elegy : 
for ſurely it is impoſſible to read it without being as it 
were inſpired with proper reflections on the fall of Jeru- 
| ſalem, 
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 falem, and the miſerable fate of thoſe who had Tong en- 


joyed ſuch diſtinguiſhing bleſſings and honours as tlie 
people of Gop. It would be equally ſuperfluous to 
point out the cauſe of their ruin. One obſervation, 
however, it may be proper to make, which is this, that 
it was not the fin of a few individuals, but the general 


flood of ungodlineſs, which overſpread the land of Iſ- 


rael and Judah, that provoked the Loxp to puniſh his 
people ſo ſeverely. Let no one then indulge a thought, 
that the faſhion of the age they live in, or the crimes of 
others, will, in the ſmalleſt degree, extenuate their 
faults. The modes, the habits, the euſtoms, and the 
laws of a country, may occaſionally vary and change; 
but the obligations of religion, ſo far as they relate to 
obedience to the commands of Gop, remain invariably 
the ſame, throughout all ages; and whoever fails to ob- 
ſerve and practiſe them, becomes highly culpable in the 
fight of God, and expoſes himſelf to puniſhment which 
every tranſgreſſor is aſſured will one time or other be 
his portion. Let no one, then, go with the multitude to 


do evil; but let each individual watch his own heart, 


and endeavour, by hourly care and circumſpection, to 
bring himfelf to as great a ſtate of perfection as poſſible; 
not omitting moſt earneſtly to beſeech the Surnkur 
Beixs to grant the aſſiſtanee of his HoLy SyiriT; and. 
tet every one teſtify his love for his country, by doing 
his own part towards inviting the bleſling of heaven, 
and averting the juſt judgments of an offended Gop ! 


SECTION XXXVI. 


THE HISTORY OF JEREMIAH AND OP THE JEWS WHO 
WERE LEFT IN jup RA. ; 


From Jer. Chap. xxxix. xl. 


Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge 
concerning 


ten 


* Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the captain of the 
guard, ſaying, Take him, and look well to him, and do 
him no harm: but do unto him, even as he ſhall ſay 
unto thee. 

And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and ſaid 
unto him, The Lon thy Gop hath pronounced this evil 
upon this place. 

Now the Loxp hath brought it, and done according 
as he hath ſaid: becauſe ye have finned againſt the 
Lon, and have not obeyed his voice, therefore this 
_ is come upon you. 

And now, behold, I looſe thee this day from the chains 
which were upon thine hand. If it ſeem good unto 
thee to come with me into Babylon, come, and I will 
look well unto thee : but if it ſeem ill unto thee to come 
with me into Babylon, forbear : behold all the land is 
before thee: whither it ſeemeth good and convenient 
for thee to go, thither go. | 

Now while he was not yet gone back, he ſaid, Go 
back alſo to Gedaliah the fon of Ahikim, the ſon of Sha- 
phan, whom the king of Babylon hath made governor 
over the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the 
people : or go whereſoever it ſeemeth convement unto 
thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him 
victuals and a reward, and let him go. 

Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the ſon of Ahi- 
kam to Mizpah, and dwelt with him among the people 
that were left in the land. 

Now the word of the Loxp came unto Jeremiah, 
while he was ſhnt up in the court of the priſon, ſaying, 
Go, and ſpeak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, faying,. 
Thus ſaith the Lorp of hofts, the Gop of Iſrael, Be- 
hold, I will bring my words upon this city for evil, and 
not for good: and they thall be accompliſhed in that 
day before thee. 


But 
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But I will deliver thee in that day, ſaith the Lonp: 
and thou ſhalt not be given into the hand of the men 
of whom thou art afraid. | 
For I will ſurely deliver thee: and thou ſhalt not fall - 
by the ſword, but thy life ſhall be for a prey unto thee :. 
becauſe thou haſt put thy truſt in me, ſaith.the.Lozp... 


ANNOTATIONS. axv REFLECTIONS... 


In the preſervation of Jeremiah we have a remarkable 
inſtance *, that the wrath of man is often made to ad- 
vance the temporal proſperity of the righteous. The» 
violence with which wicked men purſued their reſent- 
ment againſt this good prophet, might make his predic-- 
tions known to Nebuchadnezzar, and ſo engage him in- 
his favour. The attempts of malice to blacken-and de- 
fame him, brought forth his character with. more ad- 
vantage to the view of impartial beholders; and his impri- 
ſonment proved the means of ſaving him from the more 
dreadful calamities which had befallen the other ** 
bitants of Judea. 

Though Baruch is not mentioned here, his life was. 
alſo preſerved, according to the Divine promiſe, that it 
ſhould be given him as a prey f. 2 

Gedaliah, who was made governor over the wretched 
remainder of the Jews, was the ſon of that Ahikam t, 
who had on a former occaſion, thewn. ſuch kindneſs to 
Jeremiah: and it is probable that he was appointed to 
this truſt in conſequence of the prophet's recommen- 
dation. 


Dr. Blair's Sermon on the Divine government of the paſſions of men. 
+ See Section 20. 1 Jer, xvi. 24. 
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SECTION XXXVII. 
THE HISTORY OF GEDALIAH.- 
Fra Fer. Chap. xl. xli. 

Now when- all. the captains of the forces which were 
in the fields, even they and their men, heard that the 
king of Babylon had made Gedaliah the fon of Ahikanr 
governor in the land; and had committed unto him men- 
and women and children, and of the poor of the land, 
of them that were not carried away captive to Babylon; 

Then they eame to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Iſhmael 

the ſon of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the 
ſons of Kareah; and Seraiah the ſon of Tanhumeth, and 
the ſons: of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the 
fon of a Maachathite, they and their men. 
- And:Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan- 
ſware nnto them and to their men, ſaying, Fear not to 
ſerve the Chaldeans : dwell in the land, and ſerve the 
king of Babylon, and it ſhall be well with you. 

As for me, behold, I will dwell at Mizpah, to e 
the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: but ye, gather 
ye wine, and ſummer fruits, and oil, and put them in 
your veſſels, and dwell in your cities that ye have taken. 

Likewiſe when all the Jews that were in Moab, and- 
among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were in- 
all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had» 
left a remnant of Judah, and that he had ſet over them«' 
Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam the ſon of Shapham; 

Even all the Jews returned out of all places. whither- 
they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, to Ge- 
daliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered: wine and: ſummer: 
truits very much. | 

Moreover: 
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Moreover Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the eap- 
tains of the forces that were in the fields, came to Geda- 
liah to Mizpah, and ſaid unto him, Dvſt thou certainly 
know that Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath ſent 
Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah to ſlay thee ? but Geda- 
liah the ſon of Ahikam believed them not. 

Then Johanan the ſon of Kareah ſpake to Gedaliah in 
Mizpah ſecretly, ſaying, Let me go, I pray thee; and I 
wall flay Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah, and no man 
ſhall know it: wherefore ſhould he flay thee, that al} 
the Jews which are gathered unto thee ſhould be ſcat- 
tered, and the remnant of Judah periſh ? 

But Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam ſaid unto Johanan 
the ſon of Kareah, Thou ſhalt not do this thing: ſor 
thou ſpeakeſ falſely of Iſhmael. 

Now it came to paſs in the ſeventh month, that Im- 
mael the ſon of Nethaniah the ſon of Eliſhama of the 
ſeed royal, and the princes of the king, eyen ten men 
with him, came unto Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam to 
Mizpah : and there they did eat bread together in in 
Mizpah. 

Then arofe Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah, and the ten 
men that were with him, and ſmote Gedaliah the ſon of 
Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan with the ſword, and flew 
him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor 


cover the land. 


Iſhmael alſo flew all the Jews that were with him, 

even with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans mat 
were found there, and the men of war. 

And it came to paſs the ſecond day after he had ſlain 

Gedaliah, and no man knew it, that there came certain 

from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from Samaria, even faur- 


ſcore men, having their beards ſhaven, and their clothes 


rent, and having 158 themſelves, with offerings and in- 
cenſe 
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ecnſt in their hands, to bring them to the houſe of the. 


Loxp. 

And Ifhnael the ſon of Nethaniah went forth from 
Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he went: 

ang it came to paſs as he met them, he ſaid unto them, 

Come to Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam. 

And it was ſo when they came into the midſt of the 
city, that Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah flew them, and 
caſt them into the midſt of the pit, he, and the men that 
were with him. | 

But ten men were found among them that ſaid unto 
Iſhmael, Slay us not: for we have treaſures in the field, 
of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. 80 
ke forbare, and flew them not among their brethren, 

Now the pit wherein Iſhmael had caſt all the dead 
bodies of the men whom he had flain becauſe of Geda- 
liah, was that which Aſa the king had made for fear of 
Baaſha king of Iſrael : and Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah 
filled it with them that were ſlain, 

Then Iſhmael carried away captive all the reſidue of 
the people that were in Mizpah, even the king's daugh- 
ters, and all the people that remained in Mizpah, whom 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had committed 
to Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam : and Iſhmael the ſon of 
Nethaniah carried them away captive, and departed to 
go over to the Ammonites. 

But when Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the cap- 
tains of the forces that were with him, heard of all the 
evil that Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah had done, then 
they took all the men, and went te fight with Iſhmatl 
the ſon of Nethaniah, and found him by the great waters 
that are in Gibeon. ; 

Now it came to paſs, that when all the people which 
were with Iſhmael ſaw Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and 

all 
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all the captains of the forces that were with _ thew 
wy were glad. 

So all the people that Iſhmael had carried away cap- 
tive from Mizpah caſt about and returned, and went: 
unto Johanan the ſon of Kareah. 

But Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah efcaped from Jo 
hanan with eight men, and went to the Ammonites- - 

Then took Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were with. him, all the rem 
nant of the people whom he had recovered from Iſhmael- 
the ſon of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after that he had 
lain Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam, even mighty men of 
war, and the women, and the children, and the eunuchs- 
whom he had brought again from Gibeon: 

And they departed; and dwelt: in the habitation of 
Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter into» 
Egypt, becauſe of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid: 
of them, becauſe Iſhmael the ſon of Nethaniah had flain- 

Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam, whom the king of Babylon 
made governor in the land. | 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS: . 


Iſhmael was related to the royal family, and formed 
a deſign to make himſelf king: of the land. This is a 
certain proof; that-he was an impious man; for had he 
feared, the Lon, he would not have taken ſuch a ſtep: 
immediately after the dreadful vifitation which had 
fallen on the country; much leſs would he have enter-- 
tained.a thought of putting to death a worthy friend, 
who, conſcious of his own mtegrity, and naturally. of a- 
benign and generous diſpoſition, could not believe that 
one whom he had never injured. could harbour ſuch 


treacherous intentions. 
| What. 


AE 

What could be more baſe than to go with a band of 

aſſaſſins to the feſtive entertainment prepared for their 

refreſhment by hoſpitality and friendſhip, and murder 

the kind provider of the liberal repaſt? Such are the 
direful effects of ambition! 

Iſhmael was going to ſeek for reinforcement | m the 
land of Ammon, when it pleaſed Gop to deliyer him ap 
to the puniſhment due to his atrocious wickedneſs, 

Gedaliah's fate appears to have been very hard; but 
-we muſt remember, that -there will be a ſtate of future 


retribution. 


SECTION XXVII. 


IEREMTAH's PROPHECY WHICH HE 'SPAKE To THE MEN 
'OF .JUDAH THAT WERE LEFT IN THE LAND, 


From Jeremiah, Chap. xlii. 


Tux all the captains of the forces, and Johanan the 
Aon of Kareah, and Jezaniah the ſon of Hoſhaiah, and all 
the people, from the .leaſt even unto the greateſt, came 
near, and ſaid unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we be- 
ſeech thee, our ſupplications be accepted before thee, 
and pray for us unto the Lon p thy Gop, even for all 
this remnant : for we are left but a few of many, as thine 
eyes do behold us: 

That the Loxp thy Gop may ſhew-us the way where 
in we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

Then jeremiah the prophet ſaid unto them, I have 
heard you: Behold, Iwill pray unto the Lon p your Gon, 
according to your words: and it ſhall come to paſs, that 
Whatſoever thing the Lonp ſhall anſwer you, Iwill de- 
clare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from you. 


Then 3 The Lonp be a true and 
faithful 


%. 
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faithful witneſs between us, if we do not even according 

fo all things for the which the Lozp thy Gon ſhall ſend 
thee to us. 

Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will 

obey the voice of the Loxp our Gon, to whom we ſend 

thee; that it may be well with us, when we obey the 

voice of the Lonn our Gon. 

And it came to paſs after ten days, that the word of 
the Loxp came unto Jeremiah. 

Then called he Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and al the 
captains of the forces which were with him, and all the 
people from the leaſt even to the greateſt ; 

And ſaid unto them, Thus ſaith the Loxp the Gop of 
Iſrael unto whom ye ſent me to preſent your ſupplica- 
tion before him; If ye will ſtill abide in this land, then 
will J build you, and not pull you down; and I will plant 
you, and not pluck you up: for I delight not in bringing 
evil upon you. 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom ye are 
afraid; be not afraid of him, faith the Loxp: for I am 
with you to ſave you, and to deliver you from his hand. 

And I will ſhew mercies unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and cauſe A to return to your own 
land. 

But if ye ſay, We will not dwell in this land, neither 
obey the voice of the Lonp your Gop, ſaying, No: but 
we will go into the land of Egypt, where we ſhall ſee no 
war, nor hear the ſound of the trumpet, nor have hun- 
ger of bread ; and there will we dwell: And now there- 
fore hear the word of the Lon, ye remnant of Judah; 
Thus faith the Lonp of hoſts, the Gon of Iſrael ; If ye 
, wholly ſet your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to => 
Journ there; | 

Then it ſhall come to paſs, that the ſword which ye 

feared 


Eng) 
feared ſhall overtake you there in the land of Egypt, 
and the famine whereof ye were afraid ſhall follow cloſe 
after you there in Egypt; and there ye ſhall die. IE 

So ſhall it be with all the men that ſet their faces to 
go into Egypt to ſojourn there : they ſhall die by the 
ſword, by the famine, and by the peſtilence: and none of 
them ſhall remain or eſcape from ths evil that 1 will 
bring upon them, | 

For thus ſaith the Lonp of hoſts, the Gon of Iſrael, 
As mine anger and my fury hath been poured forth upon 
the inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; ſo ſhall my fury be poured 
forth upon you, when ye ſhall enter into Egypt: and ye 
ſhall be an execration, and an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, 
and a reproach : and ye ſhall ſee this place no more. 

- The Lon hath ſaid concerning you, O ye remnant of 
Judah, Goye not into Egypt : know certainly that I have 
admonithed you this day. 

For ye diſſembled in your hearts, when ye ſent me 
unto the LonD your Gop, ſaying, Pray for us unto the 
Lon our Gop : and according unto all that the Loxp 
our Gon ſhall ſay, ſo declare unto us, and we will do it. 

And now I have this day declared it to you, but ye 
have not obeyed the voice of the Lorp your Gop, nor 
any thing for the which he hath ſent me unto you. 

| Now therefore know certainly, that ye ſhall die by 
the ſword, by the famine, and by the peſtilence, in the 
Place whither ye defire to go, and to ſojourn. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


We find that the infinite mercy of Gop would have 
been extended to the Jews who remained in the land, if 
they would have reformed their lives, and ſubmitted to 
the Divine commands; but notwithſtanding they had ſeen 
deſolation ſpread far and near, hy famine, ſword, and fire; 

and 


11209 . | 
:and had greatly felt the effects of theſe calamities, Which 
Had been long threatened, for the impiety and diſobedi- 
-ence of the nation, they remained irreclaimable. 


They pretended indeed to be deſirous of conducting 


themſelves in conformity to the Divine will, but the ge- 
'nerality of them were #:fincere, which occafioned the pro- 
phet to reprove them in the name of Gop (who knoweth 


| what paſſes in the ſecret receſſes of the mind), for their 
Abominable hypocriſy. 


| SECTION XXXIX. 
JJOHANAN, &C. DISCREDIT THE PROPHECY, Axn 
'*RESOLVE TO GO INTO EGYPT, 


From Jer. Chap. xliii. 

Ax it came to paſs that when Jeremiah had made an 
end of ſpeaking unto all the people, all the words of the 
Lonp their Gop,.for which the Lonxp their Gop had ſent 
him to them, even all theſe words, then ſpake Azariah 
the ſon of Hoſhaiah, and Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and 
all the proud men, ſaying unto Jeremiah, Thou ſpeakeſt 
falſely: the Lonp our Gon hath not ſent thee to ſay, Go 


not into Egypt to ſojourn there. 


But Baruch the ſon of Neriah ſetteth thee on againſt 
us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that 
they might put us to death, and carry us away captives 
into Babylon, 

So Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all'the captains of 
the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice.of the 
Los, to dwell in the land of Judah. 

But Johanan the ſon of Kareah, and all FEATS of 

the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that were re- 

turned from all nations whither they bad been driven, to | 
dwell 
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dwell in the land of Judah; even men and women, and 
children, and the king's daughters, and every perſon that 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had left with 
Gedaliah the ſon of Ahikam the ſon of Shaphan; and 
Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the ſon of Neriah. 

So they came into the land of Egypt : for they obeyed 
not the voice of the Lozxp; thus came they, even to 


Tahpanhes. - \ 


Then came the word of the Lonxp unto Jeremiah in 
Tahpanhes, ſaying, Take great ftones in thine hand, and 


hide them in the clay in the brick-kiln, which is at the 


entry of Pharaoh's houſe in Tahpanhes, in the fight of * 


the men of Judah: and ſay unto them, Thus faith the 
Lox of hoſts the Gop of Iſrael, Behold, I will ſend and 
take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon my ſervant, 
and will ſet his throne upon theſe ſtones that I have hid, 
and he ſhall ſpread his royal pavilion over them. 
And when he cometh, he ſhall ſmite the land of 
Egypt, and deliver ſuch as are for death, to death ; and 
ſuch as are for captivity, to captivity; and ſuch as are 
for the ſword, to the ſword. 
And I will kindle a fire in the houſes of the gods of 


Egypt, aud he ſhall burn them, and carry them away 
captives, and he ſhall array (himſelf with the land of 


Egypt, as a ſhepherd putteth on his garment, 'and he 


ſhall go forth from thence in peace. 
He ſhall break alſo the images of Bethſhemeſh, that 


is in the land of Egypt; and the houſes of the gods of 


the Egyptians ſhall he burn with fire. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It is aſtoniſhing to read of the invincible obſtinacy of 
the impious Jews; but what can reclaim thoſe who nei- 


ther love or fear Gop ſufficiently to incline them to do . 


Vol. .IV. G their 


. 
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their a which was the caſe with theſe abandoned 
people? 

This ſection contains a remarkable prophecy, © foretell- 


ing by a type the future conqueſt of Egypt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar.” The image of Nebuchadnezzar arraying 


himſelf with Egypt as a ſhepherd puts on a garment is 


very noble. Egypt at this time contended with Baby- 
Jon for the empire of the Eaſt; yet this mighty kingdom, 
when Gop appointed the revolution, was to ſhift its 
owner with as much eaſe as a ſhepherd's tent or garment 
3s changed, which the new propriet6r has only to ſpread 


over _ | E 


SECTION XL. 


THE PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH, 
From Fer. Chap. xliv. 


Tux word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the 
Jews which dwelt in the land of Egypt, which dwell at 
Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at Noph, and in the coun- 
try of Pathros, ſaying, 

Thus faith the Lox» of hoſts, the Gov of Iſrael, Ye 


: have ſeen all the evil that IJ have brought upon Jernſa- 


lem, and upon all the cities of Judah; and, behold, this 
day they are a deſolation; and no man dwelleth therein. 
Becauſe of their . RY which they have com- 
mitted to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incenſe, and to ſerve other gods, whom they knew 
not, neither they, you, nor your fathers. 
How beit I ſent unto you all my ſervants the prophets, 


riſing early and ſending them, ſaying, O do not this 


abominable thing that I hate, 
Dr. Smith's Summary View, Ac. 


But 
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But they 8 not, nor inclined their ear to turn 
from their wickedneſs, to burn no incenſe unto other gods. 

Wherefore my fury, and mine anger was poured forth, 
and, was kindled m the cities of Judah, and in the ftreets 
of Jeruſalem; and they are waſted and Sona | as at 
this day. 

Therefore now thus ſaith the Loxp, the Gop of hoſts, 


the Gop of Iſrael: Wherefore commit ye this great evil 


againſt your ſouls, to cut off from you man and woman, 


child and ſuckling, out of Judah, to leave you none to 


remain; 
In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the wols of 


your hands, burning incenſe unto other gods in the land 
of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye might cut 
yourſelves off, and that ye might be a curſe and a re- 
proach among all the nations of the earth ? 

Have ye forgotten the wickedneſs of your fathers, and 


the wickedneſs of the kings of Judah, and the wicked- 
neſs of their wives, and your own wickedneſs, and the 


wickedneſs of your wives, which they have committed 
in the land of Judah, and in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem ? 

They are not humbled even unto this day, neither 
have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my ſta- 
tutes, that I ſet before you, and before your fathers. 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lon of hoſts, the Gop of Iſ- 

rae] ; Behold, I will ſet my face againſt you for evil, and 
to cut off all Judah, 

And I will take the remnant of Tudih that have ſet 
their faces to go into the land of Egypt to ſojourn there, 
and they ſhall all be conſumed, and fall in the land of 
Egypt; they ſhall even be conſumed by the ſword and 
by the famine : they ſhall die, from the leaſt even unto 
the greateſt, by the ſword and by the famine : and they 
ſhall be an execration, and an aſtoniſhment, and a curſe, 
and a reproach, 


G2 | For 
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For I will paniſh them that dwell in the land of Egypt, 
as I have puniſhed Jeruſalem, by the ſword, * the fa- 
mine, and by the peſtilence: | 

8o that none of the remnant of Judah, which are gone 
into the land of Egypt, to ſojourn there, ſhall eſcape or 
remain, that they ſhould return into the land of Judah, 
to the which they have a defire to return to dwell there: 
for none ſhall return but ſuch as fhall eſcape. 

Then all the men which knew that their wives had 
burnt incenſe unto other gods, and all the women that 
ſtood by, a great multitude, even all the people that 

-dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, anſwered Jere- - 
miah, ſaying, As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken 
unto us in the name of the Lonp, we will not . 
unto thee. 

But we will certainly do whatſoever thing goeth forth 

out of our own mouth, to burn incenſe unto the queen 
of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, as 
we have done, we and our fathers, our kings and our 
princes, in the cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets of Jeru- 
ſalem: for then had we plenty of victuals, and were well, 
and ſaw no evil. 

But ſince we leſt off to burn incenſe to the queen of 
heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings unto her, we 
have wanted all things, and have been conſumed by the 
ſword, and by the famine. 

And when we burnt incenſe to the queen of heaven, 
and poured out drink- offerings unto her, did we make her 
cakes to worſhip her, and pour out drink-offerings unto 
her without our men? 

I Then Jeremiah ſaid unto all the people, to the men 
and to the women, and to all the people which had given 
him that anſwer, ſaying, The incenſe that ye burat in 
the cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, ye 
and your fathers, your kings and your princes, and the 

people 
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people of the land, did not the Lonp remember m_ 
and came it not into his mind? 

So that the Lok D could no longer bear, becauſe of the | 
evils of your doings, and becauſe. of the abominations 
which ye have committed: therefore is your land a de- 


ſolation, and an'aftoniſhment, and a curſe, without an 


inhabitant, as at this day. | 
Becauſe ye have burnt incenſe, and becauſe ye have 
ſinned againft the Lomb, and have not obeyed the voice 


of the Lon p, nor walked in his law, nor in his ſtatutes, 


nor in his teſtimonies : therefore this evil is happened 
unto you, as at this day. | | 

Moreover, Jeremiah ſaid unto all the people, and to all 
the women, Hear the word of the Lox, all Judah that 
are in the land of Egypt. 

Thus ſaith the Lon of hoſts the Gop of Iſrael, ſaying, 
Ye and your wives have both ſpoken with your mouths, 
and fulfilled with your hand, ſaying, We- will ſurely 
perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn incenſe 
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink-offerings 
unto ber: ye will ſurely accompliſh your yows, and ſurely 
perform your vows, | 

Therefore hear ye the word of the Lox, all Judah 
that dwell in the land of Egypt, Behold, I have ſworn by 
my great name, ſaith the Lorp, that my name ſhall no 
more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah, in all 
the land of Egypt, ſaying, The Lonp Gop liveth. 

Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not for 
good, and all the men of Judah that are in the land of 
Egypt ſhall be conſumed by the ſword, and by the fa- 
mine, until there be an end of them. 

Let a ſmall number that eſcape the ſword ſhall return 
out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, and all 
the remnant of Judah that are gone into the land of 

G3 Egypt 
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Egypt to ſojourn there, ſhall know whoſe word ſhall 
* Ffand, mine or theirs. 
And this ſhall be a ſign unto you, faith the Lox, that 
I will puniſh you in this place, that ye may know that 
my words ſhall ſurely ftand againft you for evil. 1 
„Thus faith the Loxy, Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
Hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and 
into the hand of them that feek his life, as I gave Zede- 4 
kiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar - NW 
king of Babylon, his enemy, and that ſought his life, ä 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS. | © 
One could ſcarcely have ſuppoſed that any people | 
would have acted in a manner ſo inconſiſtent with the 
light of reaſon, as to pay adoration to inanimate things; 
but tor the Jews to do ſo, who had been ſo often fa- 
voured with Divine revelations, is quite aſtoniſhing, 
eſpecially after they had beheld ſuch fignal judgments in- 
flicted on their country, and were ſo kindly invited to 
render themſelves objects of mercy by repentance and * 
obedience. . ko 
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The queen of heaven, to whom the Iſraelites paid . | 8 
ration, is ſuppoſed to have been the moon. It is needleſs 5 
to enlarge on the folly of idolizing this planet, as the 55] 
abſurdity of it is evident; every one muſt think thoſe 


Jews who did ſo were deſerving of the punithments de- 
nounced againſt them. 
- Sacred hiſtory makes no mention of Jeremiah after this 
| period ; but it is moſt likely that he died in Egypt ſoon * 
after. We find, in the collection of his prophecies, a # 
| number of predictions reſpecting other nations, againſt | 
- whom he was commanded to denounce the judgments of 
Gop for their wickednels ; particularly the Philiſtines, 


Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites : he likewiſe fore- 
tald 


6 


told the redemption of Ißrdtl, of all which we ſhall take 


notice in a ſubſequent part of this hiſtory. 

Now we have read of the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 
the puniſhments inflicted on the remaining inhabitants 
of Judea, we muſt next look back to thoſe who were 
carried captive into Babylon, 


SECTION XII. 

THE HISTORY or THE JEWS THAT WERE CARRIED 
CAPTIVE INTO BABYLON 3 PARTICULARLY OF THE 
PROFHET DANIEL, AND HIS FRIENDS, SHADRACH, M- 
SHACH, AND ABED-NEGO, | 


From Daniel, Chap. i. 


Wurx Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon firſt bef eged 
Jeruſalem, the Loxp gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into 
his hand, with part of the veſſels of the houſe of Gon, 
which he carried into the land of Shinar, to the houſe of 
his god, and he brought the veſſels into the treaſure- 
houſe of his god. 

And the king ſpake unto Aſhpenaz, the maſter of his 
eunuchs, that he ſhould bring certain of the children of 
Iſrael, and of the king's ſeed, and of the princes; children 
in whom was no blemiſh, but well-favoured, and ſkilful 
in all wiſdom, and cunning in knowledge, and under- 
ſtanding ſcience, and ſuch as had ability in them to ſtand 
in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the 
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans. 

And the king appointed them a daily provifion, of the - 
king's meat, and of the wine which he drank: fo nou- 
riſhing them three years, that at the end thereof _—_ 
might ſtand, before the king. 

Now among theſe were of the children of Judah, Da- 
niel, Hananiah, Mithael, and Azariah: unto whom the 
prince of the eunuchs gave names: for he gave unto 


G 4 Daniel 
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Daniel the name of Belteſhazzar; and to Hananiah, of ; 
Shadrach; and to Miſhael, of Meſhach ; and to Azariab, 


of Abed-nego. 
But Daniel purpoſed in his heart, that he would not. 


defile himſelf with the portion of the king's meat, nor 


with the wine which he drank: therefore he requeſted 
of the prince of the eunuchs, that he might not defile 
himſelf. 

"Now Gop had brought Daniel into favour and tender 
love with the prince of the eunuchs. 

And the prince of the eunuchs faid unto Daniel, I fear 
my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and 
your drink: for why ſhould he ſee your faces worſe 
liking than the children which are of your ſort? then 
ſhall ye make me endanger my head to the king, | 

Then ſaid Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince of the 
eanuchs had ſet over Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and 
Azariab, Prove thy ſervants, I beſeech thee, ten days, and 
let them give us pulſe to eat, and water to drink, 

Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, 
and the countenance of the children' that eat of the por- 


tion of the king meat: and as thou ſeeſt, deal with thy 


ſervants. 
So he conſented to them in this matter, and proved 


them ten days. 
And at the end of ten days, their countenances ap- 


_ peared fairer, and fatter in fleſh than all the children 


which did eat the portion of the king's meat. ; 
Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and 

he wine that they ſhould drink, and gave them pulle. 
As for theſe four children, Gop gave them knowledge 


and ſkill in all learning and wiſdom: and Daniel had 


nme in all viſions and dreams. 


Now at the end of the days that the king had ſaid he 
ſhould 
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ſhould bring them in, then' the prince of the eunuchs 
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar, 
And the king communed with them, and among them 
all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Miſhael, and 


Azariah: therefore ſtood they before the king 


And in all matters of wiſdom and underſtanding that 
the king enquired of them, he found them ten rimes 
better than all the magicians and 3 that were in 


all his realm. 


And Daniel continued even unto the firſt year of king 
Cyrus, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The prophet * Daniel, who was deſcended from the 
royal family of David, was carried away in the firſt cap- 
tivity (which happened. in the reign of Jehoiakim king 
of Judah), together with his friends Hananiah, Miſhael, 
and Azariah. It f was at that time the cuſtom among 
conquerors to change the names of their captives. Thoſe 
which were given to theſe four youths had a relation to 
the idols of the Babylonians, as their former ones had to 
the true Gop. DAxI ETL, in the Hebrew tongue, fignities 
Gop is my judge; BELTESHAZZAR, in the Chaldee, is the 
treaſure of Baal: HANANIAH, in Hebrew, well pleaſing to 


_ Gor; SHADRACH, in Chaldee, the inſpiration of the ſun : 


Misgaxkt, in Hebrew, proceeding from Gop ; Mgsr aca, in 
Chaldee, belonging to the goddeſs Shiſhac: AZARIAN, in 
Hebrew, Gop ig my help; ABED-NEG0, in Chaldee, the 
ſervant of Nego ; that is, the /n, or the morning ftar, both 


_ deities among the Babylonians, and ſo called becauſe of 


their brightneſs. 


The maſter of the eunuchs ſignifies the perſon who 
had the controul of the king's houſhold, g 


# Stackhouſe on the Bible. + Calmet's Dictionary. 
G5 Daniel 


( 130 ) 
Daniel and his friends, though very young men, re- 


ſolved ſtedfaſtly to adhere to the Divine Law, and on 


no account to eat what that law prohibited to the Jews. 
They had alſo, it is likely, another motive for refuſing, 
which was the cuſtom in moſt heathen nations of making 
ah oblation to their gods, by pouring the liquor on the 


-ground, and burning part of the meat, before they ate or 


drank, as an acknowledgment that all they had came 
from their bounty: ſo that every entertainment was 
a kind of ſacrifice to idols; and therefore theſe pious 
youths looked upon what came from the * table as 
amnclea't, 

Thelearning of the Chaldeans chiefly nie in what 
they called aſtrology (or a knowledge of the motions of 
the ſun, moon, and ſtars), the art of building, and the 
art of war. Theſe branches of knowledge the Jews 
might lawſully learn, and therefore we find the young 
captives made great proficiency in them; and God or- 
dained that their knowledge, which he enabled them to 


acquire to ſuch a degree, ſhould become a mean of pro- 


curing them that proſperity which he had promiſed to 
thoſe who ſhould patiently endure their captivity, and 
preſerve their principles from corruption in an idolatrous 
country. Some of the Chaldeans profeſſed to have tkill 
in magical arts, but this was all deception : had it been , 


real, it is very unlikely they would be willing to commu- 


nicate to the worthippers of the Loxp Jexovau that 
knowledge which they pretended to derive from idols ; 
for they made a myſtery of it, even to the generality of 
their own countrymen. So that we may be certain magic 
was not amongſt the ſciences which Daniel and his com- 
panions were taught; neither would thoſe who refuſed 
the meat from the king's table have ſubmitted-to be in- 


ſtructed by what means they might obtain inſpiration 
from falſe deities. 


This 
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This ſection affords an excellent leſſon to young per- 
ſons, admoniſhing them to ſtrive againſt all temptations, 
which are calculated to draw them from their duty to 
Gop. | 


SECTION XLII. 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM. 
From Daniel, Chap. ii. 


AnD in the ſecond year of the reign of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, wherewith his 
ſpirit was troubled, and his fleep brake from him. 

Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and 
the aſtrologers, and the ſorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for 
to ſhew-the king his dreams. So they came and ſtood 
before the king. 

And the king ſaid unto them, I havedreamed a dream, 
and my ſpirit was troubled to know the dream. | 

Then ſpake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O 


| king, live for ever: tell thy ſervants the dream, and we 


will ſhew the interpretation. 

The king anſwered and ſaid to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known unto 
me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye ſhall be 
cut in pieces, and your houſes ſhall be made a dunghill, 

But if ye ſhew the dream, and the interpretation 
thereof, ye ſhall receive of me gifts and rewards, and 
great honour: therefore ſhew me the dream, and the 1 in- 
terpretation thereof. 2 

They anſwered again and ſaid, Let the king tell his 
ſervants the dream, and we will ſhew the interpretation 
of it. 

And the king anſwered and ſaid, I know of certainty 
that ye would gain the time, becauſe ye ſee the thing is 
gone from me, 
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But if ye will not make known unto to me the dream, 

there is but one decree for you: for ye have prepared 
: lying and corrupt words to ſpeak before me, till the time 

be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I ſhall 
know that ye can ſhew me the interpretation thereof. 

The Chaldeans anſwered before the king, and ſaid, 
There is not a man upon the earth that can ſhew the 
king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord, nor 
ruler, that aſketh ſuch things at any magician, or aſtro- 
Toger, or Chaldean. 

And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, 0 : 
thaw i is none other that can ſhew it before the king, ex- 
cept the gods whoſe dwelling is not with fleſh. 

For this cauſe the king was angry and very furious, 
and commanded to deſtroy all the wiſe men of Babylon. 

And the decree went forth that the wiſe men thould 
be ſlain: and they ern Daniel and his fellows to be 

lain. 
Tben Daniel anſwered with counſel and wiſdom to 

Arioch the captain of the king's guard, which was gone 
forth-to ſlay the wiſe men of Babylon. 

He anſwered and faid to Arioch the king's captain, 

Why is the decree fo haſty from the king? then Arioch 
made the thing known to Daniel. 

Then Daniel went in, and defired of the king that he 
would give him time, and that he would ſhew the king 
the interpretation. 

Then Daniel went to his houſe, and made the thing 
known to Hananiah, Mithael, and Azariah, his compa- _ 
nions; That they would defire mercies of the Gop of 
heaven concerning this ſecret; that Daniel and his fel- 
lows ſhould not periſh with the reft of the wiſe men of 
Babylon. 

Then was the ſecret revealed unto Daniel in a night 

viſion. Then Daniel bleſſed the Gop of heaven. 

| 8 , Daniel 
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Daniel anſwered and ſaid, Bleſſed be the name of Gop 


for ever and ever: for wiſdom and might are his : 
And he changeth the times and the ſeaſons; he re- 


moveth kings, and ſetteth up kings: he giveth wiſdom 


unto the wiſe, and one to them that know under- 


ſtanding. 
He revealeth the deep and ſecret things : he knoweth 


what is in the darkneſs, and the light dwelleth with him. 


I thank thee, and praiſe thee, O thou Gop of my fa- 
thers, who haſt given me wiſdom and might, and haſt 
made known unto me now what we defired of thee : for 
thou haſt now made known unto us the king's matter. 

Then Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom the king 
had ordained to deſtroy the wiſe men of Babylon: he 
went and ſaid thus unto him, Deſtroy not the wiſe men 
of Babylon : bring me in before the king, and I will 
ſhew unto the king the interpretation. 

Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king in 


haſte, and ſaid thus unto him, I have found a man of the 


captives of Judah that will make known unto the king 


the interpretation, 
The king anſwered and ſaid to Daniel, whoſe name 


was Belteſhazzar, Art thou able to make known unto me 
the dream which I have ſeen, and the 1 
thereof? 

Daniel anſwered in the preſence of the king, and ſaid, 
The ſecret which the king hath demanded cannot the 
wiſe men, the aſtrologers, the magicians, the ſoothſayers 
ſhew unto the king: 

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth ſecrets, 
and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar what 
ſhall be in the latter days. Thy dream and the viſions 
of thy head upon thy bed are theſe; 

As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came into thy mind 

upon 
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upon thy bed what ſhould come to paſs hereafter : and 
he that revealeth ſecrets maketh known unto thee what 
ſhall come to paſs. 

But as for me, this ſecret is not revealed to me for any 
wiſdom that I have more than any living, but for their 
ſakes that ſhall make known the interpretation to the 
king, and that thou mighteſt know the thoughts of thy 
heart. 

Thou, O king, ſaweſt, and behold, a great image. This 
great image, whoſe brightneſs was excellent, ſtood be- 
fore thee; and the form thereof was terrible. 

This image's head was of fine gold, his breaſt and his 
arms of ſilver, his belly and his thighs of braſs, his legs 
of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. 

Thou ſaweſt till that a ſtone was cut out without 
hands, which ſmote the image upon his feet that were of 
iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

Then was the iron, the clay, the braſs, the filver, and 
the gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the 
chaff of the ſummer threſhing floors ; and the wind car- 
ried them away, that no place was found for them: and 
the ſtone that ſmote the image became a great mountain, 
and filled the whole earth. 

This 1s the dream: and we will tell the interpretation 
thereof before the king. 

Thon, O king, art a king of kings : for the Gop of 
heaven hath given thee a Kroger, power, and ſtrength, 
and glory. 

And whereſoever the children of men dwell, the beaſts 
of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he given 
into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over them all. 
Thou art this head of gold. | 

And after thee ſhall ariſe another kingdom inferior to 
thee, and another third kingdom of braſs, which ſhall 
bear rule oyer all the earth, 

And 
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And the fourth kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as iron: foraſ- 
much as iron breaketh in pieces and ſubdueth all things: 
and as iron that breaketh all theſe, ſhall it break in pieces, 
and bruiſe. 

And whereas thou ſaweſt the feet _ toes, part of 
potters' clay and part of iron, the kingdom ſhall be di- 
vided : but there ſhall be in it of the ftrength of the iron, 
foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt the i iron mixed with miry clay. 

And as the toes of the feet were part of iron and part 
of clay, ſo the kingdom ſhall be partly ſtrong and partly 
broken. 

And whereas thou ſaweſt iron mixed with miry clay, 
they ſhall mingle themſelves with the ſeed of men: but 
they ſhall not cleave one to another, even as iron is not 
mixed with clay. 

And in the days of theſe kings ſhall the Gop of hea- 
ven ſet up a kingdom which ſhall never be deſtroyed: and 
the kingdom ſhall not be left to other people, but it ſhall 
break in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and it 
| ſhall ſtand for ever. 

Foraſmuch as thou ſaweſt that the ſtone was cut out of 
the mountain without hands, and that it brake in pieces 
the iron, the braſs, the clay, the filver, and the gold: 
the great Gop hath made known to the king what ſhall 
come to paſs hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the 
interpretation thereof ſure. 

Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face, and 
worſhipped Daniel, and commanded that they ſhould offer 
an oblation and ſweet odours unto him. 

The king anſwered unto Daniel, and ſaid, Of a truth 
it is that your Gop is a Gop of gods, and a T.orp of 
kings, and a revealer of ſecrets, feeing thou couldeſt re- 
veal this ſecret. | 

Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him 

many 
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many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole 
province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all 
the wiſe men of Babylon. 
Then Daniel requeſted of the king, and he ſet Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: but Daniel ſat in the n of the 


king. | 
ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The SurrtmE BEING, who had appointed Nebuchad- 
nezzar to be /is ſervant, in reſpect to the judgments which 
His infinite wiſdom ſaw fit to bring on different nations 
for their crimes, revealed unto him (in the viſions of the 
night) what ſhould happen afterwards ; and that he might 
not ſuppoſe it to be a common dream, and diſregard it, 


_ obliterated from his memory the particular circumſtances 


of the dream, but impreſſed his mind with an earneſt 
deſire to recollect them, and to obtain if poſſible an inter- 
pretation. 

Thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed by the denomination of 
iſe men had no knowledge beyond what may be acquired 
by human means, therefore it was utterly impoſſible for 
them to give the king any ſatisfattion. Nebuchadnezzar 
had not been accuſtomed to diſappointment in his de- 
mands; and, as ſome of the magicians had, on other oc- 
cafions, pretended to ſupernatural ſkill, he condemned 
the whole body of them to inſtant death, as a ſet of im- 


poſtors. 
Whether Daniel was waking or aſleep, when the viſion 


was revealed to him, is a point of no importance to diſcuſs. 


His thankſgiving is deſerving of particular attention 
for it contains a leſſon which all who are endued with ſu- 
perior wiſdom ſhould engrave on their hearts, as it would 


effectually ſubdue that pride and arrogance which too 
often 
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often accompany extraordinary knowledge. The wiſdom 


which Daniel at that time obtained was evidently from - 


above, and came down from the Father of lights x. And 
what has the wiſeſt of mankind, that 1s not originally 
derived from the ſame divine ſource? A man has, per- 
baps, ſpent a large portion of his time in the ſtudy of va- 
rious ſciences, and obtained ſuch a ſhare of knowledge 
as lifts him far above the generality of his ſpecies : but 
the ability to purſue theſe reſearches was the gift of Gop; 
nay, the very ſciences themſelves relate to the works of 
the CxzaToR, and conſequently the knowledge of their 
various properties, which is the foundation of ſcience, 
muſt, in the firſt inſtance, have proceeded from the Deity 
himſelf, who, by means of a ſecret #/#in#, unperceived 
by the mind, points out the path which reaſon then is 
able to purſue, I ſpeak of what is termed the fi inven- 
tion of uſeful arts and ſciences. | 

As it is really true, that Gop alone giveth wiſdom to 
the wiſe, and knowledge to thoſe who have underſtand- 
ing, and that light dwelleth in Him alone; ſurely it is 
the indiſpenſable duty of every one, who poſſeſſes any 
degree of wiſdom, to thank and praiſe Gop as Daniel did, 

The prophecies of Daniel are aſtoniſhingly clear, and 
their dates very preciſely marked, 

The ſame obſervations may be applied to Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, and the interpretation of it, as were made 
on that of Pharaoh, which Joſeph explained. One cir- 
cumſtance indeed renders this at firſt fight more wonder- 


ful than the Egyptian king's, which is, that Pharaoh was 


able to relate the particulars of his dream; but Nebu- 
chadnezzar could recollect no more than that he had had 
a very fignificant dream, which left no farther impreſſion 
on his mind than an urgent deſire to know its import. 
Far from arrogating to himſelf the knowledge which 
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had been ſo graciouſly and fo wonderfully revealed, Da- 
nie] began with afcribing glory to the SurREME BeixG, 
and called upon the king of Babylon to regard the anſwer 
he was going to receive to his anxious enquiries, as coming 
from heaven, and not as the reſult of human reſearches. 
By the different emblems of metal, and ſtones, Gop in- 
tended to fignity to Nebuchadnezzar the empires that 
| were to be in the world. The Ass RIAN or Chaldean is 
| repreſented by go/d, becauſe it was the firſt, and the moſt 
| magnificent, if not the moſt extenſive; and Nebuchad- 
| nezzar, being then on the throne, is ſaid to be the head 
| of it. That of filver is the Pexs1an ; that of braſs, the 
Grecian; that of iron, the Roman. The hiſtories of 
theft ſucceſſive empires ſhew. the wonderful completion 
of theſe prophecies. By the kingdom which was never 
10 be deſtroyed, was meant the kingdom of the Mzs814an, 
 Nebuchadnezzar was inexcuſable for continuing in 
| {dolatry, fince the Lonp had revealed Himſelf to him, and 
Furniſhed him wvith the means of information in reſped to his 
duty; for Daniel, without doubt, would have gladly in- 
ſtructed him: nothing therefore was wanting to complete 

the converſion of N ebuchadnezzar but @ willing mind. 


6 SECTION XL. 
| SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABED-NEGO, WONDERFULLY 
DELIVERED, 


From Daniel, Chap. iii. 


NepvucHAapNezzaR the king made an image of gold, 
whoſe height was threeſcore cubits, aud the breadth 
thereof ſix cubits : he ſet it up in the plain of Dura in the 
| province of Babylon, 
| | Then N — the king. ſent to * 1 
| the 
= 
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the princes, the governors, and the captains, the judges, 
the treaſurers, the connſellors, the ſheriffs, and all the 
rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the 
image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had ſet up. 

Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the 
Judges, the treaſurers, the counſellors, the ſheriffs, and 
all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together 
unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar 
the king had ſet vp, and they ſtood before the image that 
Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up. 

Then an herald cried.aloud, To you it is commanded, 
O people, nations and languages, That at what time ye 
hear the ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſal - 
tery, dulcimer, and all kinds of mafic, ye fall down 
and worſhip the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king. hath ſet up: and whoſo falleth not down and wor- 
ſhippeth, ſhall the ſame hour be caſt into the midſt of a 
burning fiery furnace, | 
; Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the 
ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and all 
kinds of muſic, all the people, the nations, and the lan- 
guages, fell down, and worſhipped the golden image that 
Nebuchadnezzar the king had ſet up. 

Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came 1 
and accuſed the Jews. 

They ſpake and ſaid to the king, Nebuchadnezzar, O 
king, live for ever, 

Thou, O king, haſt made a decree that every man that 
ſhall hear the ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, 
pſaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of muſic, ſhall fall 
down and worſhip the golden image: and whoſo falleth 
not down and worſhippeth, that he ſhould be caſt into 
the midſt of a burning fiery furnace. 

There are derum Jews whom thou haſt ſet over tho 
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affairs of the province of 'Babylon, Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abed-nego; theſe men, O king, have not regarded 
thee: they ſerve not thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com- 
manded to bring Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego. 
Then they brought theſe men before the king. 

Nebuchadnezzar ſpake, and ſaid unto them, Is it true, 
O Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, do not ye ſerve 
my gods, nor worſhip the e image which I have 
ſet up? 
| Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the 
ſound of the cornet, flute, harp, ſackbut, pſaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of mufic, ye fall down and wor- 
ſhip the image which I have made, well ; but if ye wor- 
ſhip not, ye ſhall be caſt the ſame hour into the midſt of 


a burning fiery furnace: and who is that Gop that ſhall 


deliver you out of my hands ? 

Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, anſwered and faid 
to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not. careful to 
anſwer-thee in this matter. | 

If it be ſo, our Gop whom we ſerve is able to deliver 
from the burning fiery furnace: and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. 

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we 
will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden image 
which thou haſt ſet up. 

Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of Gary, and the form 


of his viſage was changed againſt Shadrach, Me- 


ſhach, and Abed-nego: therefore he ſpake and com- 
manded that they ſhould heat the furnace one ſeven 


times more than it was wont to be heated. 


And he commanded the moſt mighty men that were 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meſbach, and Abed-nego, 


and to caſt them into the burning fiery furnace. 


Then 
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Then theſe men were bound in their coats, their boſen, 
and their hats, and their other garments, and were caſt 
into the midſt of the burning fiery furnace. 

Therefore, becauſe the king's commandment was ur- 
gent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the- 
fire flew thoſe men that took up Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego. 

And theſe three men, Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-ne- 
go, fell down bound into the de of the burning fiery 
furnace. 

Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was aſtoniſhed, and roſe 
up in haſte, and ſpake, and {aid unto hgs counſellors, Did 
not we caſt three men bound into the midit of the fire? 
They anſwered and ſaid unto the king, True, O king. 

He anſwered and ſaid, Lo, 1 ſee four men looſe, walk- 
ing in the midſt of the fire, and they have no hurt; and 
the form of the fourth is like the Son of Gop, 

Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of the 
burning fiery furnace, and ſpake, and ſaid, Shadrach, Me- 

ſhach, and Abed-nego, ye ſervants of the moſt high Gon, 
come forth, and come hither. Then Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abed-nego, came forth of the midſt of the fire. 

And the princes, governors, and captains, and the king's 
counſellors, being gathered together, ſaw theſe men, upon 
whoſe bodies the fire had no power, nor was an hair of 
their head finged, neither were their coats changed, nor 
the ſmell of fire had paſſed on them. 

Then Nebachadnezzar ſpake, and ſaid, Bleſſed be the 
Gop of Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed-nego, who bath ſent 
his angel, and delivered his ſervants, that truſted in him, 
and have changed the king's word, and yielded their 
bodies, that they might not ſerve nor worſhip any god, 
except their own Gop. 

Therefore I make a decree, That every people, nation, 
and 3 which ſpeak any thing amiſs againſt the 

Gon 
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Goo of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, ſhall be cut 
in pieces, and their houſes. ſhall be made a dunghill ; be- 
| cauſe their is no other Gop that can deliver after this ſort. 
1 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


The golden ſtatue, which we here read of, was, includ- 
ing its pedeſtal, thirty yards in height, and is ſuppoſed to 
have been dedicated by Nebuchadnezzar to Bel his idol ; 
though it is not improbab'e that it was rather an image 
of himſelf, to which he required Divine honours to be 
paid. 

This ambitious king ſeems to have forgot in the pro- 
ſecution of his conqueſts the ALmicury Gop, whoſe 
Supreme Power he formerly acknowledged. 

The puniſhment of being thrown into a burning fiery 

furnace was uſual in Chaldea, and muſt have been very 
dreadful ; befides on this occaſion it was heated to an un- 
common degree, 

How great muſt have been the Faith and piety of Sha- 
drach, Meſhach, and Abed-nego, which enabled them 
to adhere to their duty, in defiance of the threats of Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and the torments prepared for them. 

Among the Apocryphal writings we have the follow- 
ing, which is called 7ke Song of the Three Holy Children : 
whether it contains the very words of Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abed-nego, is not known; but it accords ſo well 

| with this part of ſacred hiſtory, that it may be received 
by way of illuſtration. 


o 
— — 
—— — — — 


THE SONG OF THE THREE HOLY CHILDREN, 


THEN theſe three men fell down bound into the midſt of 
the burning fiery furnace, And they walked in the nudſt of 
the fire, praiſing God, and bleſſing the Lok. Then Axa- 

| 8 ria 
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rias flood up, and prayed on this manner ; and opening his 
mouth in the midſt of the fire ſaid, Bleſſèd art Thou, 2 
Lonp Gop of our fathers: Thy name is worthy to 
praiſed, and glorified for evermore, For Thou art ri e 
in all the things that Thou haſt done to us: yea, true are 
all Thy works, Thy wways are right, and all Thy judgments 
truth. In all the things which Thou haſt brought upon us, 
and upon the holy city of our fathers, even Jeruſalem, Thou 
haſl executed true judgment : for according to truth and 
judgment didſt Thou bring all theſe things upon us, becauſe 
of our ſins. For we have ſinned and committed iniquity, 
departing from Thee. In all things have Te treſpaſſed, and 
not obeyed Thy commandments, nor kept them, neither done 
as Thou haſt commanded us, that it might go well with us. 
Wherefore all that Thou haſt brought upon us, and every 
thing that Thou haſt done to us, Thou haſt done in true 
Judgment. And Thou didſt deliver us into the hands of . 
lawleſs enemies, moſt hateful forſakers of Gob, and to an 
unjuſt king, and the moſt wicked in all the world. And 
now we cannot open our mouths, we are become a ſhame 
and reproach to Thy ſervants, and to them that worſhip 
Thee. Yet deliver us not up wholly, for Thy name's ſake, 
neither diſannul Thou Thy covenant; and cauſe not Thy 
mercy to depart from us, for Thy beloved Abraham's ſake, 
for Thy ſervant Iſaac's ſake, and for Thy holy Iſrael's ſake; 
To whom Thou haſt ſpoken and promiſed, That Thou wouldſt 
multiply their ſced as the ftlars of heaven, and as the ſand 
that leth upon the ſea-ſhore. For we, O T.okp, are become 
* beſs than uny nation, and be Rept under this day in all the 
world becauſe of our fins. Neither is there at this time 
Prince, or prophet, or leader, or burnt-offering, or ſacrifice, or 
oblation, or incenſe, or place to ſacrifice before Thee, and to 
find mercy.. Nevertheleſs, in a contrite heart and an hums- 
ble ſpirit let us be accepted. Like as in the burnt-offerings 


of 
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of rams and bullocks, and lite as in ten thouſand of fat 
kambs : fo let our ſacrifice be in Thy fight this day, and grant 
Mat we may wholly go after thee : for they ſhall not be con- 

founded that put their truft in Thee, And now we follow 
Thee with all our heart, wwe fear Thee, and ſeek Thy face. 

Put us not to ſhame : but deal with us after Thy loving 
kindneſs, and according to the multitude of Thy mercies, 
Deliver us alſo according to Thy marvellous works, and give 
glory to Thy name, O Lok : and let all them that do Thy 
Servants hurt, be aſhamed; and let them be confounded in 
all their power and might, and let their flrength be broken ; 
And let them know that Thou art LoRD, the only Gor, and 
glorious over the whole world, — And the king's ſervants that 
put them in, ceaſed not to make the oven hot with roſin, 
pitch, tow, and ſmall wood; fo that the flame flreamed 
- forth above the furnace, forty and nine cubits. And it paſſed 
through, and burnt thoſe Chaldeans it found about the fur- 
nace. But the angel of the LORD came down into the oven, 
together with Azarins and his fellows, and ſinote the flame 
of the fire out of the oven : And made the midſt of - the fur- 
nace, as it had been a moiſt whiſtling wind, ſo that the fire 
touched them not at all, neither hurt nor troubled them. 
Then the three, as out of one mouth, praiſed, glorified, and 
Bleed Gop in the furnace, ſaying, Bleſſed art Thou, O 
Lord Gop of our fathers: and to be praiſed, and exalted 
above all for ever. And bleſſed is Thy glorious and holy 
name : and to be praiſed and exalted above all for ever. 
Blæſſed art Thou in the temple of thine holy glory : and to bid 

be praiſed and glorified above all for ever. Bleffed art Thou 
tat behildeſt the depths, and ſitigſt upon the cherubims : and 7 
t be praiſed and exalted above all for ever. Bleſſed art 1 7 


Thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom : and to be praiſed Y 


and glorified for ever. Bleſſed art Thou in the firmament 1 
of heaven and above all to be praiſed and glorified for 
ever, Oall ye the works of the Lonp, bleſs ye the Loup- 

7 praiſe i 
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praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever, O ye heavens, bleſs. 
ye the Lorp : praiſe and exalt hum above all for ever. O ye 
angels of the Lon p, bleſs ye the Lon: praiſe and exalt 
Him above all for ever. O all ye waters that be above the - 
heaven, bleſs ye the Lord : praiſe and exalt Him above ail 
for ever. O all ye powers of the Lok n, bleſs ye the Loxn: 
praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye fun and 
moon, bleſs ye the Lorp : praiſe and exatt Him above all 
for ever. O ye ftars of heaven, bleſs ye the Lond : praiſe. 
and exalt Him above all for ever. O every ſhower and dew, 
bleſs ye the Lok D: praiſe and exalt Him above all for euer. 
O all ye winds, bleſs ye the LoRD : praiſe and exalt Him 
above all for ever. O ye fire and heat, bleſs ye the Lon: 
praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye winter and 
ſummer, bleſs ye the Lorp: praiſe and exalt Him above all 
for ever. O ye dews and ftorms of ſnow, bleſs ye the Lord : 
praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye nights and 
days, bleſs ye the Lorp : praiſe and exalt Him above all 
for ever, O ye light and darkneſs, bleſs ye the Lord : 
praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever, O ye ice and cold, 
Bleſs ye the Lonp: praiſe and exalt Him above all for eve , 
O ye froft and ſnow, bleſs ye the LORD : praiſe and exalt 
Him above all for ever. O ye hghtnings and clouds, bleſs 
ye the LorD: praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever, O 
let the earth bleſs the Lon p: praiſe and exalt Him above 
all for ever. O ye mountains and little hits, bleſs ye th 
Lorp : praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O all ye 
things that grow on the earth, bleſs ye the Lord © praiſe 
and exalt Him above all for ever, O ye fountains, Bleſs ye 
tie Lon : praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye 
eas and rivers, bleſs ve the LorD: praiſe and exalt Him 
above all for ever. O ye whales, and all that move in the 
waters, beſs ye the Lon D: praiſe and exalt Him above all 
Vo. IV, H far 
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Hr ever. O all ye fowl of the air, Bleſs the Loxp: praiſe 
and exalt Him above all for ever. O all ye beafts and cat- 
th, Bleſs ye the Loup + praiſe and exalt Him above all for 
ever. O ye children of men, Bleſs ye the Lox : praiſe and 
exalt Him above all for ever. O Iſrael, bleſs ye the Lox : 
praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever. O ye priefts of 
the Lok, bleſs ye the LoRD: praiſe and exalt Him above 
all for ever. O ye ſervants of the Lon, bleſs ye the 
Lonxp: praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever, Oye 
ſpirits and fouls of the righteous, bleſs ye the Jo RD: praiſe 
and exalt Him above all for ever, O ye holy and humble 
men of heart, bleſs ye the LorD: praiſe and exalt" Ilim 
above all for ever. O Ananias, Azarias, and Miſael, bleſs 
ye the Lonxp: praiſe and exalt Him above all for ever : for 
He hath delivered us from hell, and ſaved us from the hand 


of death, and delivered us. out of the mid: of the furnace 


and burning flame : even out of the midft of the fire hath 
He delivered us. O give thanks unto the Lorp, becauſe 
He is gratious : for His mercy endureth for cer. O all ye 
that worſhip the LoxD, bleſs the Gop of gods, praiſe Him, 
end give Him thanks : for His mercy endureth for ever, 


What a ſinking example does this ſection afford of 
the interpoſition of providence in favour of true and in- 
flexible piety. 

On this occaſion, Gop literally fulfilled his promiſe by 
the mouth of Iſaiah ; When thou walkeft through the fire, 
#/hou ſhalt not be FREY neither ſhall the Jlame kindle upon 
thee *, 

It is ſuppoſed, that the Loxp God manifeſted his glo- 
rious preſence on this occaſion, under a viſible form, 

Nebuchadnezzar was once more convinced of the 


omnipotence of the Surxeme BRING; happy would it 


* Chap. xIii. As ; 
have 
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have been for him, if he had, from this conviQion, fot- 
ſaken idolatry, and continued to worſhip the Loxo 


Gob alone. 


SECTION KXLIV; 


PROPHECIES OF ISAIAH, DESIGNED FOR THE COMFORT OP 
"THE FAITHFUL PEOPLE OF GOD, UNDER THE PROSPECT 
OF CAPTIVITY, AND DURING ITS CONTINUANCE, 


| From Clap. xliv. xlix. lvii, viii. 


I. AxD it ſhall come to paſs in the day that the Load 
Mall give thee reſt from thy ſorrow, and from thy fear, 
and from the hard bondage wherein thou waſt made to 
ſerve, that thou thalt take up this proverb againſt the 
king of Babylon, and ſay, How hath the n ceaſed? 
the golden city ceaſed ? 

The Lord hath broken the ſtaff of the wicked, and 
the ſceptre of the rulers. 

He who ſmote the people in wrath with a AT 
ſtroke ; he that ruled the nations in anger, is * 
and none hindereth. 

II. Remember theſe, O Jacob and Iſrael; for thou art 
my ſervant; I have formed thee, thou art my ſervant : O 
Iſrael, thou ſhalt not be forgotten of me: I have blotted 


out as a thick cloud, thy tranſgreſlions, and as a cloud, 


thy fins: return unto me, for I have redeemed thee. 

Sing, O-ye heavens; for the Lon hath done it: ſhout, 
ye lower parts of the earth; break forth into. ſinging, ye 
mountains, O foreſt, and every tree therein: for the 
Lon hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in 
Urae), EW 
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Thus faith the Lon p thy Redeemer, and he that form- 
ed thee from the womb, I am the Lonp that maketh all 
things, that ſtretcheth forth the heayens alone, that 
ſpreadeth abroad the earth by myſelf: 

That fruſtrateth the tokens of the liars, and IP 
diviners mad ; that turneth wiſe men backward, and 
maketh their "MENT 0 fooliſh : 

That confirmeth the word of his ſervant, and perform- 
eth the counſel of his meſſengers : that ſaith to Jeruſa- 
lem, Thou ſhalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, 
Ye ſhall be built, and I will raiſe up the decayed places 
thereof: \ 

That ſaith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy 


- nvers: 


That faith of Cyrus, He is my ſhepherd, and ſhall per- 
form all my pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, Thou 
ſhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation ſhall 
be laid. 

III. Sing, O heavens, and be joyful, O earth, nid 
break forth into ſinging, O mountains: for the Lonp 


hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his 


afflicted. 
But Zion ſaid, The Lord hath forſaken wy, and my 


oY: 


Lokp hath forgotten me. — 
Can a woman forget her ſuckling child, that ſhe 


ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of her womb ? yea, 
they may forget, yet I will not forget thee. 

Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my 
hands, thy walls are continually before me. 

Thy children ſhall make haſte; thy deſtroyers, and 
they that made thee waſte, ſhall go forth of thee. 

IV. He that putteth his truſt in me, ſhall poſſeſs the 
land, and ſhall inherit my holy mountain : and ſhall ſay, 
Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, prepare the way, take up the 


ſtumbling- block out of the way of my people. 
: For 
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For thus ſaith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whoſe name 1s Holy, I dwell in the high and 
holy place; with him allo that is of a contrite and 
humble ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to 
reyive the heart of the contrite ones. 

For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always 
wroth: for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the 
ſouls which I have made. | 

For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and 
ſmote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went on 
frowardly in the way of-his heart, 

I have ſeen his ways, and will heal him: I will lead 
bim alſo, and reſtore comforts unto him, and to his 
mourners. | 

I create the fruit of the lips; peace, peace to him that 
is far off, and to him that is near, ſaith the Lozp, and 
I will heal him. | 

But the wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it can- 
not reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and dirt. 

There is no peace, ſaith my Gov, to the wicked. 

V. If thou turn away thy foot from the ſabbath, from 
doing thy pleaſure on my holy day, and call the ſabbath 
a delight, the holy of the Loxb, : honourable, and ſhalt 
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding 
thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words: then 
ſhalt thou delight thyſelf'in the Lord, and I will cauſe 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed 
thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father; for the mouth _ 
of the Lonp hath ſpoken it. g 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 


Every one of theſe extracts is worthy of particular 
examination *, but we mutt at preſent content ourſelves 

* The prediction relating to the Mefliah, and the bleſfings of the goſ- 
pel, are reſerved for another part of this work. 
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1300 
with a eurſory view, that the thread of the hiſtory may 
not be broken. | 
In the firſt of theſe l deliverinive from captt- 
vity is promiſed. In the ſecond, the deliverer is ex- 
preſsly mentioned by name. In the third, the tender 
mercies of Gop towards his people are deſcribed in the 
moſt lively and pathetic terms. In the fourth, the pro- 
phet recommends truſt in Gop, with whom the penitent 
and bumble will find deliverance. In the fifth, a proper 
obſervance of the Sabbath is recommended. As this 
duty is of eternal obligation to all who call themſelves 
God's people, and the breach of it a particular offence 
againſt Gop Himſelf, it behoves all to pay attention to 
a text, which points out the manner in which the Loxp 
requires it to be obſerved. We here find that Gob ex- 
pects the day to be appropriated entirely to his ſervice, 
that all ſenſual pleaſure and worldly concerns ſhould be 
laid afide, and the ſacred ſeaſon employed in thoſe holy 
- exerciſes, which afford real and ſubſtantial delight tothe MF 
foul, Whoever ſpends their Sabbath in this rational $ 
way, will certainly experience that inward ſatisfaction, 
which naturally ſprings from a conſciouſneſs of pleaſing 
their Great Crraror and Governca; and may juſtly 
expect, through his mercy and goodneſs, the addition of 
temporal bleffings alſo. 
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sECTION XIV. 


=  PROPHECIES OF JEREMIAH RESPECTING THE FUTURE 
RESTORATION OF GOD'S FAITHFUL PEOPLE, 


From Chap. xxx, xxxi. 


Tivs faith the Loxy; Behold, I will bring again the 


captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on his dwelt- 
ing - 
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ing-places : and the city ſhall be builded upon her own 
heap, and the palace ſhall remain after tho manner 
thereof. 

And out of them ſhall proceed thankſgiving, and the 
voice of them that make merry: and I will multiply 
them, and they ſhall not be few; I will alſo glority 
them, and they ſhall not be ſmall. 

Their children alſo ſhall be as aforetime, and their 
congregation thall be eftabliſhed before me, and I will 
puniſh all that oppreſs them. 

And their nqbles fliall be of themſelves, and their go- 
vernor ſhall proceed from the midſt of them: and I will 
.caufe him to draw near, and he thall approach unto 
me: for who is this that engaged his heart to e 
nta me? ſaith the Lozrp. 

And ye ſhall be my people, and I will be your Goo. 

At the ſame time, faith the Loxp, will J be the Gop 
of all the families of Iſrael, and they thall be my people. 

Thus faith the Loxp, The people which were left of 
the ſword found grace in the wilderneſs ;/ even Iſrael, 
when I went to cauſe him to reſt, 

The Lorp hath appeared of old unto me, ſaying, 
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlaſting love: there- 
fore with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee. 

Again I will build thee, and thou ſhalt be built, O 
virgin of . Iſrael : thou ſhalt again be adorned with thy 
tabrets, and ſhalt go forth in the dances of them that 
make merry, 

Thou ſhalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Sa- 
maria: the planters ſhall plant, and ſhall eat them as 
common things, 

For there ſhall be a day that the watchmen upon the 
mount Ephraim ſhall cry, Ariſe ye, and let us go up to 
Zion unto the Loxp our Gop. | 

For thus faith the Lonxp; Sing with gladneſs for Ja- 

. H 4 cob, 
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cob, and ſhout among the chief nations: publiſh ye, 
praiſe ye, and ſay, O Loxy, ſave thy people, the rem- 
nant of Iſracl. 

Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 
and gather them from the coaſts of the earth, and with 
them the blind and the lame: a great company ſhall re- 
turn thither. 


They ſhall come with weeping, and with ſupplica- 


tions will I lead them: I will cauſe them to walk by 
the rivers of waters in a ſtraight way wherein. they ſhall 
not ſtumble : for I am a father to Iſrael, and Ephraim is 
wy firſtborn. 

Hear the word of the. Loxp, O ye nations, and de- 
elare it in the iſles afar off, and ſay, He that feattered Iſ- 
rael will gather him, and keep him as a ſhepherd doth 
his flock. 

For the Loxp hath redeemed Jacob, and ranſomed 
him from the hand of him that was ſtronger than he. 

Therefore they ſhall come and ſing in the height of 
Lion, and ſhall flow together to the goodneſs of the 
Loxp, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the 
young of the flock and of the herd: and their foul ſhall 
be as a watered garden ; and they hall not ſorrow any 
more at all. 

Then ſhall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young 
men and old together: for I will turn their mourning 
into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice 
from their ſorrow, 


ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS, 


The promiſes which compoſe this ſection, were de- 
livered by Jeremiah at the ſame time that he was com- 
miſſioned to denounce thoſe dreadſul threatenings which 


were e in the deſtruction of Jeruſalem It is 
needleſs 
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needleſs to obſerve, that they were mercifully calculated 
to ſupport the hopes of thoſe who continued faithful to 
the Lok , or who were penitent for their fins. A va- 
riety of other conſolatory paſſages might be ne 
from the reſt of the prophets. 


SECTION XLVI. 


A PKOPHECY OF EZEKIEL RELATING TO TYRE. 
From Chap. xxvi. 


Ax it came to paſs in the eleventh year, in the firſt 
day of the month, that the word of the Loxp came unto 
me, ſaying, Son of man, becauſe that Tyrus hath ſaid 
againft Jeruſalem, Aha, ſhe is braken that was the gates 
of the people : ſhe is turned unto me, I ſhall be reple- 
nithed, now ſhe is laid waſte: Therefore thus ſaith the 
Lorp Gop, Behold,” I am againit thee, O Tyrus, and 
will cauſe many nations to come up againſt thee, as 
the ſea cauſeth his waves to come up. 

And. they ſhall deftroy the walls of Tyrus, and break 
down her towers: I will alſo ſcrape her duſt from her, 
and make her like the top of a rock. 

It ſhall be a place for the ſpreading of nets in. the 
midſt of the ſea: for I have ſpoken it, ſaith. the Loxp 
Gop, and it ſhall. become a ſpoil to the nations. 

And her daughters which are in the field ſhall be 
flain by the ſword, and they ſhall ama that Jam the 
Lonb. 

For thus ſaith the Loxd Gop, Behold, I will bring 
upon Tyrus Nebuchadnezzar king of. Babylon, a king of 
kings, from the north, with horſes, and with chariots, 
and with horſemen, and companies, and much people.. . 


He ſhall flay with the ſword thy daughters in the 
1 field, 
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Feld, and he ſhall make a fort againſt thee, and caſt a 
mount againſt thee, and lift up the buckler againſt thee. 

And he ſhall ſet engines of war againſt thy walls, and 
with axes he ſhall break down thy towers. 

By reaſon of the abundance of his horfes, their aut 
ſhall cover thee, thy walls ſhall ſhake at the noiſe of the 
horſemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, when 
he ſhall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a city 
wherein is made a breach. 

With the hoofs of his horſes mal he tread down all 
thy ſtreets ; he ſhall ſlay thy people by the ſword, and 

thy ſtrong güte ſhall go down to the ground. 

And they ſhall make a ſpoil of thy riches, and make a 
prey of thy merchandiſe, and they ſhall break down thy 
walls, and deſtroy thy pleaſant honfes ; and they ſhall 
lay thy ſtones, and thy timber, and thy duſt, in the midſt 
of the water, 

And I will cauſe the noiſe of thy ſongs to ceaſe, and 
the ſound of thy harps ſhall be no more heard. 

And I will make thee like the top of a rock: thou 
ſhalt be a place to ſpread nets upon: thou ſhalt be built 
no more: for I the Lonp have ſpoken it, ſaith the 
Lon p Gop, 

Thus ſaith the Loxp Gop to Tyrus, Shall not the 
iſles ſhake at the ſound of thy fall, when the wounded 
cry, when the ſlaughter is made in the midſt of thee? 

Then all the princes of the ſea ſhall come down from 
their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put off 
their broidered garments: they ſhall cloath themſelves 
with trembling, they ſhall fit upon the ground, and ſhall 
tremble at every moment, and be aftonifhed at thee, 
And they fhall take up a lamentation for thee, and 
ſay to thee, How art thou deftroyed that waſt inhabited 
of ſea-faring men, the renowned city which waft ſtrong 
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in the ſea, ſhe and her indabitants,. which cauſe their 
terror to be on all that haunt it? Now ſhall the ifles 
tremble in the day of. thy fall; yea, the ifles that are in 
the ſea ſhall be troubled at thy departure. 

For thus ſaith the Lonp Gop, When I ſhall make 
thee a deſolate city, like the cities that are not inha- 
bited, when I ſhall bring up the deep upon thee, and 
great waters ſhall cover thee; when I fhall bring thee 
down, with them that deſcend into the pit, with the peo- 
ple of old time, and ſhall ſet thee in the low parts of the 
earth, in places deſolate of old, with them that go down 
to the pit, that thou be not inhabited, and 1 ſhall fet 
glory in the land of the living; 

I will make thee a terror, and thou ſhalt be no more: 
though thou be ſought for, yet ſhalt thounever be found 


again, ſaith the LORD Gop, 
ANN OTATION S and REFLECTIONS, 


This prophecy begins with introducing Tyre inſulting 
Teratalem on her fall, and congratulating herfelf on- tlie 
proſpect of acceſſion to her commerce, now that this 
city was no more. Upon which Gop denounces de- 
ſtruction to Tyre, and all the leſſes cities dependarit up- 
on her. Nebuchadnezzar is named as the perſon charged 
with this work, and his proceedings, and the fatal con- 
ſequences of them, are deſcribed in the moſt lively co- 
lours. At length, nothing remains of Tyre, but the 
bare rock on which it was built. Let us now fee how- 
this prediction was fulfilled. bi 

About two years after the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, 
Nebuchadnezzar went again into Syria, and laid fiege to 
Tyre. It was a ſtrong and wealthy city, which had 
never yet fubmitted to any foreign empire, and was at 


that time famous for its traffic and merchandize; by 
H 6 Which 
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which ſeveral of its inhabitants had enriched themſelves 
to ſuch a degree, that they were able to vie with princes 
in ſplendour and magnificence, It was built by the 
Zidonians, two hundred and forty years before the 
building of the Temple of Solomon at Jeruſalem. Ne- 
buchadnezzar had great difficulties in ſubduing Tyre, 
which reſiſted him for thirteen years, but at length 
yielded to this mighty conqueror. 

Before it came to this extremity, the inhabitants had 
removed their effects into on iſland about -half a mile 
diftant from the ſhore, and there built a new city; there- 
fore, when Nebuchadnezzar entered, he found but little 
to reward his ſoldiers, In revenge he razed the town, 
and it never roſe to be any thing more than village 
. afterwards ; but the city in the iſland became famous 
under the name of New Tyre. 

From the downfall of Tyre we learn, that it is great 
folly, as well as cruelty, for one nation to exult at the 
ruin of another; for, behold! the Lonp maketh the 
earth empty; he ſcattereth abroad all the inhabitants 
thereof; none are able to reſiſt his power, when his 
Judgments are gone forth to puniſh for iniquity. ; 

Whilſt Nebuchadnezzar lay at the fiege of Tyre, Ne- 
buzaradan, his general, being ſent by him with part of 
his army, invaded the land of Iſrael, to take revenge, as 
is ſuppoſed, for the death of Gedaliah : in which expe- 
dition he carried away captive ſeven hundred and forty- 
five perſons who remained in the land. Perhaps this 
fmall remnant had been reſtrained by the threatenings 
which Jeremiah denounced in the name of the Lon p, 
againſt all thoſe who ſhould, in defiance of the Divine 
command, go into Egypt; if ſo we may regard their 
captivity as a merciful diſpenſation, fince it proved the 
mean of their beivg comfortably ſettled with the reſt 
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of their brethren 1n Babylon; and preſerved them from 
the repeated moleſtation which they had reaſon to ex- 
pect from different quarters, if they remained defence- 
leſs in judea. By this captivity was fully completed 
the deſolation of the land, no more of its former inha- 
bitants being now left in it, and all the numerous pro- 


phecies concerning it were amply fulfilled, 


SECTION XLVII. 


PROPHECY OF JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL CONCERNING 
THE AMMONITES. 


From Jer. Chap. xlix.— Exel. Chap. xxv. 


Benorp, the days come, faith the Loxp, that I will 
cauſe an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the 
Ammonites; and it ſhall be a deſolate heap, and her 
daughters ſhall be burned with fire: then ſhall Iſrael 
be heir unto them that were his heirs, ſaith the Loxp. 

Howl, O Heſhbon ; for Ai is ſpoiled : cry, ye daugh- 
ters of Rabbah, gird you with ſackcloth, lament, and 
run to and fro by the hedges; for thew king thall go 
into captivity, and his princes together. 

Wherefore glorieſt thou in the valleys, thy flowing 
vallies, O backſliding daughter? that truſted in ber trea- 
ſures, ſaying, Who ſhall come unto me? 

Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, ſaith the Loxp 
Gop of hoſts, from all thoſe that be about thee: and ye 
thall be driven out every man right forth, and none 
ſhall gather up him that wandereth. 

And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the 


children of Ammon, ſaith the Lory. 


And the Loxp ſaid unto Ezekiel, Say unto the Am- 


monites, Hear the word of the Loxp Gop ; Thus faith 
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ſanctuary, when it was profaned; and againſt the land 
of Iſrael, when it was deſolate; and againſt the houſe 
of Judah, when they went into captivity ; 

Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of the 
eaſt for a poliefſion, and they ſhall ſet their palaces in 
thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they ſhall cat 
thy fruit, and they ſhall drink thy milk, 

And I will make Rabbah a ftable for camels, and the 
Ammonites a couching place for flocks: and ye ſhall 
know that I am the Lomp. 

For thus ſaith the Loxp Gop; Becauſe thou haft 
clapped thine hands, and ſtamped with the feet, and re- 
joiced in heart with all thy deſpite againſt the land of 
Iſrael; 
| Behold, therefore I will ſtretch out mine hand upon 
thee, and will deliver thee for a ſpoil to the heathen; 

and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will cauſe - 


and thou ſhalt know that I am the Lonp. 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. - 


Theſe prophecies were remarkably fulfilled, for when 
Nebuzaradan had completed the deſolation of Judea, he 
marched againſt the Ammonites, and having deſtroyed 
Rabbah, their royal city, and made great deſolation by 
fire and ſword in that country, he carried their king, 
princes, and moſt of the inhabitants, into captivity. This 
was done by the Babyloniſh general, to revenge the part 
they had taken in the murder of Gedaliah; who at the 
ſame time that he puniſhed the Ammonites for this 
crime in particular, inflicted thoſe judgments which the 
prophets had foretold ſhould fall on them for their ido- 


NF latry and wickedneſs, 
| SECTION 


the Lonp Gop; Becauſe thou ſatdft, Aha, againſt my 


thee to periſh out of the countries: I will deſtroy thee ; | 
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SECTION XLVIIL... . 
PROPHECIES AGAINST MOAB, EDOM, &c. 
From Jer. Chap. xlviii, Alix. 


We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is very - 
proud; even of his haughtineſs, and his pride and his 
wrath: but his lies ſhall not be fo.  '* 

Therefore ſhall Moab how! for Moab, every one ſhall 


$ * howl: for the foundations of Kir- nen mall” ye 


mourn, ſurely they are ſtricken, 

For the fields of Heſhbon languiſh and the vine of 
Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have broken down 
the principal plants thereof, they are 'come even unto 
Jazer, they wandered- throngh the ' wilderneſs; her 
branches are ſtretched out, they are gone over the ſea. 

Againſt Moab thus ſaith the Lonxp of -hofts, the Gov 
of Iſrael; Woe unto Nebo! for it is ſpoiled : Kiria- 
thaim is confounded and taken; Mifgab is chatounded 
and diſmayed. 

There ſhall be no more praiſe of 'Moab* in Heſhbon 
they have deviſed evil againft it; come, and let us cut 
it off from being a nation, Alſo thou ſhalt be cut downy 
O Madmen ; the ſword ſhall purſue thee. | 

A voice of crying ſhall be from ner ſpoiling 
and great deſtruction. 

Moab is deſtroyed; her little ones have cauſed a ery i 
to be heard. 

For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping ſhall 
go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the enemies 
have heard a cry of deſtruction. 

Flee, fave your lives, and be like the heath in the 


wilderneſs. 
For 
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For becauſe thou haſt truſted in thy works and in thy 
treaſures, thou ſhalt alſo be taken: and Chemoſh ſhall 
go forth into captivity with his prieſts and his princes 
together. 

And the ſpoiler ſhall come in every city, and no city 
ſhall eſcape: the valley alſo ſhall periſh, and the plain 
ſhall be deſtroyed, as the Lorp hath ſpoken. | 

Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get 
away : for the cities thereof ſhall be deſolate, without 
any to dwell therein. | 

The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, 
ſaith the Loxy. _ 

Make ye him e ; for he magnified himſelf 
againſt the Loxp. Moab alſo ſhall wallow in his vo- 
mit, and he alſo ſhall be in deriſion. A | 
For was not Iſrael a derifion unto thee; was he found 
among thieves? for ſince thou ſpakeft-of him, thou 
ſkippedſt for joy. 

O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and dwell 
in the rock, and be like the dove that maketh her neſt 
in the ſides of the hole's mouth. 

We have heard the pride of Moab, he is exceeding 
proud : his loftineſs, and his arrogancy, and his pride, 
and the haughtineſs of his heart. 

I know his wrath, ſaith the Lozp : but it ſhall not be 
ſo; his lies ſhall not ſo effect it. 

Moreover, I will cauſe to ceaſe in Moab, ſaith the 
LokD, him that offereth in the high places, and him that 
burneth incenſe to. his gods. 

For every head ſhall be bald, and every beard clip- 
ped : upon all the hands ſnall be cuttings, and upon the 
loins ſackcloth, 

There ſhall be lamentation generally upon all the 
bouſe tops of Moab, and in the ſtreets thereof: for 1 

have 
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have broken Moab like a veſſel wherein is no pleaſure, 
ſaith the Lox. | 

And Moab ſhall be deſtroyed from being a people, 
becauſe he hath magnified himſelf againſt the Lox, 

Fear and the pit, and the ſnare, ſhall be upon oe 0 
inhabitant of Moab, ſaith the Lon n. 

He that fleeth from the fear ſhall fall into the pit; 
and he that getteth up out of the pit ſhall be taken in 
the ſnare ; for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, 
the year of their viſitation, ſaith the Lozp, 

They that fled ſtood under the ſhadow of Heſhbon, 
becauſe of the force ; but a fire ſhall come forth out of 
Heſhbon, and a flame from the midſt of Sion, and ſhall 
devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head 
of the tumultuous ones. | 

Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of Chemoſh 
periſheth; for thy ſons are taken n and thy 
daughters captives. 

Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the 
latter days, faith the Logp, Thus far is the judgment 
of Moab. 

Concerning Edom, thus ſaith the Lonp of hoſts ; Is 
wiſdom no more in Teman ? is counſel periſhed from the 
prudent | is their witdom vaniſhed ? Flee ye, turn back, 
dwell deep, O inhabitants of Dedan ; for I will bring the 
calamity of Eſau upon him, the time that I will viſit him. 

If grape-gatherers come to thee, would they not leave 
ſome gleaning-grapes? if thieves by night, they wil 
deſtroy till they have enough, 

But IT have made Eſau bare, and he ſhall not be able 
to hide himſelf: his ſeed is ſpoiled, and his brethren and 
lis neighbours, and he is not. 

Leave thy fatherleſs children, I will preſerve them 
alive; and let thy widows truſt in me. 

For 
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For thus ſaith the Lonp; Behold, they whoſe judg- 
ment was not to drink of the cup, have affuredly drunk- 
en; and art thou he that ſhall altogether go unpunithed ? 
thou ſhalt not go unpuniſhed, but thou ſhalt ſurely 


drink of it. 

For I have ſworn by myſelf, Caith the LorD; that 
Bozrah ſhall become a deſolation, a reproach, a waſte, 
and a curſe; and all the cities thereof ſhall be perpetual 
. 

J have heard a rumour from the Lokp, and an am- 


baſſador is ſent unto the heathen, ſaying, Gather ye to- 


gether, and come againſt her, and riſe up'to the battle. 
For lo, I will make thee ſimall among the heathen, and 
"deſpiſed among men. 

Thy terribleneſs hath deceived thee, and the pride of 
- thine heart; O thou that dwelleſt in the clefts of the 
rock, that holdeſt the height of the hill; though thou 
ſhouldeſt make thy neſt as high as the eagle, I will bring 
thee down from thence, ſaith the Lox. 

Alſo Edom ſhall be a deſolation: every one that goeth 
by it ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and ſhall hiſs at all the plagues 
thereof. 

As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the 
neighbour cities thereof, ſaith the Lord, no man ſhall 
abide there, neither ſhall a ſon of man dwell in it. 

Behold, he ſhall come up like a lion from the ſwelling 
of Jordan againſt the habitation of the ſtrong; but I 
will ſuddenly make him run away from her: and who 
is a choſen man, that I may appoint over her ? for who 
is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and who 
is that thepherd that will. ſtand before me? 

Therefore hear the counſel of the Loxp that he hath 
taken againſt Edom, and his purpoſes that he hath pur- 


* * the * of Teman: ſurely the leaſt 
ot 


5 « 
—< 
4; 


K 5 


of the flock ſhall draw them out, ſurely he ſhall wake 
their habitations deſolate with them. 

The earth is moved at the noiſe of their fall: at the 
cry, the noiſe thereof was heard in the Red Sea. | 

Behold, he ſhall come up and fly as the eagle, and 
ſpread his wings over Bozrah : and at that day ſhall the 
heart of the mighty men of Edom be as the heart of a 
woinan in great anguiſh, 

The burden of Damaſcus. Behold, Damaſcus is org 
away from being a city, and it ſhall be a ruinous heap. 

The cities of Aroer are forſaken: they ſhall be for 
flocks, which ſhell he down, and none ſhall make "em 
afraid, 

The fortreſs alſo; ſhall ceaſe from Tpbraim, and the 
kingdom from Damaſcus, and the remnant. of Syria: 
they ſhall be as the glory of the children of Lirael, * 
the Lon of hoſts, 

The word of the Lonp that came to n the 
prophet againſt the Philiſtines, before that Pharaoh ſmote 
Gora, 

Thus ſaith the Loan Behold waters rife u up out of 
the north, and ſhall be an overflowing flood, and ſhall 
overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, and 
them that dwell therein: then the men thall ery, and 
all the inhabitants of the land ſhall how]. 

At the noiſe of the ſtamping of the hoofs of his ſtrong 
horſes, at the ruſhing of his chariots, and at the rumbling 
of his wheels, the father thall not look back to their 
children for feebleneſs of hands; becauſe of the day 
that cometh to ſpoil all the Philiſtines, and to cut off 
from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for 
the Loxp will ſpoil the Philiſtines, the remnant of the 
country of Caphtor. 


Helden! is come upon Gaza, Aſhkelon is cut off with 
the 
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the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou cut 
thyſelf ? 

O thou ſword of the Loxp, how long will it be ere 
thou be quiet? put up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt, 
and be ſtill. 

How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lonxp hath given it 
a charge againſt Aſhkelon, and againſt the ſea ſhore ? 


there hath he appointed it. 
For Gaza ſhall be forſaken, and Aſhkelon a deſolation : 


they ſhall drive out Aſhdod at the noon day, and Ekron 
ſhall be rooted up. 

Woe unto the inhabitants of the ſea-coaſts, the na- 
tion of the Cherethites l the word of the Lonxp is againſt 
you: O Canaan, the land of the Philiſtines, I will even 
deſtroy thee, that there ſhall be no inhabitant. 

And the ſea-coaſts ſhall be dwellings and cottages for 
ſhepherds, and folds for flocks, | 

And the coaſt thall be for the remnant of the houſe of 
Judah; they ſhall feed thereupon: in the houſes of 
Athkelon ſhall they lie down in the evening: for the 
Lonp their Gop ſhall viſit them, and turn away their 
captivity. | 


ANNOTATIONS any REFLECTIONS. 


The foregoing prophecies are ſuppoſed to have been 
accompliſhed during the fiege of Tyre. They ſerve to 
ſhew the wonderful preſcience of the ALmicaury, and 
point out the great offence of the heathen nations, 


namely, a preſumptuous oppoſition to the Logp Gon. 


SECTION 
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SECTION XLIX. 


FROPHECIER OF JEREMIAH AND EZEKIEL AGAINST 
EGYPT. 


From Jer. Chap. xlvi.—Excł. Chap. xxix. 


Tars faith the Lonp; Behold, I will give Pharaoh- 
hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and 
into the hand of them that ſeek his life : as I gave Ze- 
dekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon his enemy, that ſought his life. | 

In the tenth year, in the tenth month, in the twelfth 
day of the month, the word of the Loxp came unto 
Ezekiel, ſaying, Son of man, ſet thy face againſt Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, and prophefy againſt him, and 
againſt all Egypt. | | 

Speak and ſay, Thus ſaith the Loxp Gor; Behold, 1 


am againſt thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the great 
dragon that lieth in the midſt of his rivers, which hath 


ſaid, My river is mine own, and I have made it for 


myſelf. 

But I will put hooks in thy je Jaws, and I will canſe the 
fiſh of thy rivers to ſtick unto thy ſcales, and I will bring 
thee up out of the midſt of thy rivers, and all the fiſh 
of thy rivers ſhall ſtick unto thy ſcales. 

And I will leave three thrown into the wilderneſs, 
thee and all the fiſh of thy rivers, thou ſhalt fall upon 
the open fields, thou ſhalt not be brought together, nor 
gathered: I have given thee for meat to the beaſts of 
of the field and to the fowls of the heaven. 

And all the inhabitants of Egypt ſhall know that 1 
am the Lox p, becauſe they have been a ſtaff of reed to 
the houſe of Iſrael, 

When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou didſt 

1 break, 


. 4 —. . · LR —— 
. — — 
— — ba — — — 


— — — x — — — 
- l 
_ — 
— 5 — 2 — 


— 
—— — 
— = 


— — 
— — 


5 * * 
— — — en Ag 
— 


( 166 ) 


break, and rend all their ſhoulder ; and when they leaned 
upon thee thou brakeſt, and madeſt all their Joins to be at 
a ſtand, 

Therefore thus ſaith the Loxp Gow; Behold, I will 
bring a ſword upon thee, and cut off man and beaſt out 
of thee. © 

And the land of Egypt thall be deſolate and aſe; 
and. they ſhall know that I am the Lomp: becauſe he 
bath ſaid, The river is mine, and I have made it. 

. Behold, therefore I am againſt thee, and againſt thy 
river, and | will make the land of Egypt utterly waſte 
and deſolate, from the tower of Syene even unto the 
border of Ethiopia. 

No foot of man ſhall paſs through it, nor foot of beaſt 
ſhall paſs through it, neither ſhall it be inhabited forty 
years. | 

And I will make the land of Egypt deſolate in the 
midſt of the countries that are deſolate, and her cities 
among the cities that are laid waſte ſhall be deſolate 
forty years: and I will ſcatter the Egyptians among the 
nations, and will diſperſe them through the countries, 

Yet thus ſaith the Loxp Gop: At the end of forty 
years will I gather the Egyptians from the people whi- 
cher they were ſcattered : and I bring again the cap- 
tivity of Egypt, and will cauſe them to return into the 
land of Pathros, into the land of their habitation ; and 
mw ſhall be there a baſe kingdom, 

It ſhall be the bafeſt of the -kingdoms, kh ſhall 
it exalt itfelf any more above the nations: for I will 
diminiſh them n 4 es Bas no mare pale over the 
nations. | 

Andi it fliall-be no more the takings of the houſe 
of Iſrael, which bringeth their iniquity to remembrance, 
when they ſhall look after them: but they ſhall know 
that Iam the Loxp Gov, 


And 


* 


( 

And it came to paſs i in the ſeven and twentieth year, 
in the firſt month, in the firſt day of the month, the 
word of the Lox p came unto Ezekiel, faying, Son of 
man, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon cauſed his army 
to ſerve a great ſervice againſt Tyrus: every head was 
made bald, and every ſhoulder was peeled ; yet had he 
no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, for the ſervice that he 
had ſerved againſt it: | 

Therefore thus ſaith the Lon p Poſs Behold, I will 
give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and he ſhall take her multitude, and take 
her ſpoil, and take her prey; and it ſhall be the wages 
for his army. 

I have given him the land of Egypt for his labour 
wherewith he ſerved againſt it, becauſe they wrought 
for me, faith the Lon D Gop. 


ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS. 


By this prophecy, which was revealed to Ezekiel. 
during the ſiege of Tyre, we may learn, that Nebuchad- 
nezzar (though he knew it not) was the ſervant of the 
Lox, in reſpect to the deſtruction of the different na- 
tions. They were preſumptuous ſinners, and therefore 
objedts of Divine wrath : he was ambitious, and therefore 
a fit inflrument of their chaftiſement, Tbeſe prophecies 
were remarkably fulfilled. 

Immediately after the fiege of Tyre, the king of 
Babylon, taking advantage of the inteſtine diviſions in 
Egypt, marched with his army thither, over-ran the 
whole land, and made miſerable devaſtation ; flew mul- 
titudes of its inhabitants, and reduced the country to 
ſuch a ruinous ftate, that it did not recover for forty 
years afterwards, Nebuchadnezzar having loaded him- 
{elf and his 9 the rich ſpoils of this country, 

4 and 
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and brought it into ſubjection to him, came to terms 
with Amaſis, who had revolted from Pharaoh-Hophra, 
and uſurped the throne ; and, having confirmed him in 
the kingdom as his deputy, returned to Babylon. 

During this ravage of the land of Egypt, moſt of the 
Jews, who had fled thither after the murder of Gedaliah, 
fell into the hands of the Babylonians : many of them 
they ſlew, others they took priſoners; the few that 
eſcaped ſaved themſelves by fleeing out of Egypt into 
different countries. After Nebuchadnezzar was gone 
out of Egypt, Pharaoh-Hophra, collecting together an 
army of foreigners, marched againſt Amaſis, and gave 

him battle; in which, being vanquiſhed and taken pri- 
ſoner, he was carried to his own palace in the city of 
Sais, and there ſtrangled. By theſe events were com- 
pleted all the prophecies of Jeremiah and Ezekiel con- 
cerning him and his people; particularly that of Jere- 
miah reſpecting his death, It is ſaid of this prince, by 
a heathen writer, that, in the pride of his heart; he 
vaunted that i was ot in the potwer of Gor Himſelf to diſ- 
poſſeſi hum of his kingdom; which agrees with what Eze- 
kiel charged him with, his ſaying, that the river 20 00 
fus, Cc. 

Egypt continued in ſubjedion to the Babylonian yoke 
till that empire fell; and it has been a baſe and mean 
nation ever fince;. for in the ſpace of more than two 
thouſand years Egypt has produced nothing great, either 
in learning, wiſdom, or exploit. It has been a tributary 
kingdom, without a prince of its own, but always ſabject 
to ſlaves or foreigners. The Egyptians are poſſeſſed with 
a notion, that it is decreed by fate that ſlaves muſt always 
rule, and the natives be ſubject. From whence could 
ſach an idea firſt proceed, but from the promulgation of 
chis prophecy, and its wonderful completion? 

| | There 
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There are many other predictions concerning Egypt, 
among the writings of the prophets, but the examination 
of them would detain us too long from the hiftory,  - 
| Nebuchadnezzar, being now at reſt from. all hiswars, 

and in full peace at home, applied himſelf to the ſiniſh - 


ing of his buildings at Babylon. He increaſed the mag - 
nificence of the city to ſuch a degree that 6 it became one 
of the wonders of the world. | 

For a long ſucceſſion of years Nebuchadnezzar expe · 
rienced ſcarcely any thing but ſuccefs and exaltation. 
Proſperity had the effect it uſually has on irreligious 
minds; for it made him proud and arrogant to the greateſt 


degree: but the Loxp, knowing that he was not ineorri- 


gibly wicked, ſent afflitions to teach him (and the world 
by his example) how mean and abje& the higheſt mo- 
narch is, in compariſon of the SUPREME BeixG. | 
The following ſection contains Nebuckadnezzar's own 
account of the exemplary judgment that was inflicted on 
him, which is preſerved among the prophecies of Daniel. 


SECTION L. 
DANIEL INTERPRETS NEBUCHADNBZZAR'S DREAM. 
From Damel, Chap. iv. ö 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR the king, mito all people, nations, 


and languages, that dwell in all the earth, Peace be mul - 
tiplied unto you. |. | 


I thought it good to ſhew the figns and wonders that 


the high Gop had wrought toward me. 
How great are his ſigns! and how mighty are his won- 
ders! his kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and his 


I Nebuchadnezzar was at reſt in * and floa- 
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riſhing in my palace: I ſaw a dream which made me 
afraid; and the thoughts upon my bed, and the viſions of 
my head, troubled me. 

Therefore made I a decree, to bring in all the wiſe 
men of Babylon before me, that they might make known 
unto me the interpretation of the dream. 

Then came in the magicians, the aſtrologers, the Chal- 


deans, and the ſooth-ſayers : and I told the dream before 
them; but they did not make known unto me the inter- 


Prestien thereof. 

But at the laſt Daniel came in before me (whoſe name 
was Belteſhazzar, according to the name of my God, and 
in whom is the ſpirit of the holy gods), aud before him 
J told the dream, ſaying, O Beltefhazzar, maſter of the 
magicians, becauſe I know that the ſpirit of the holy 
gods is in thee, and no fecret troubleth thee, tell me the 
viſions of my dream that I have ſeen, and the interpreta- 
tion thereof. 

Thus were the viſions of mine head in my bed; I ſaw, 


and behold, a tree in the midſt of the earth, and the 


height thereof was great. a 

The tree grew, and was ſtrong, and the height thereof 
reached unto heaven, and the fight thereof to the end of 
all the earth. | 

The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and it was meat for all: the beaſts of the field 
had thadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt 
in the boughs thereof, and all fleſh was fed of it. 


I ſaw in the viſions of my head upon my bed, and be- 


hold, a watcher, and an holy one came down from heaven. 

He cried aloud, and ſaid thus, Hew down the tree, and 
cut off his branches, ſhake off his leaves, and ſcatter his 
fruit; let the beaſts get away from under it, and the 
fowls from-his branches, 


. 


N evertheleſs, 


co 


n 

Nevertheleſs, leave the ſtump of his roots in the earth, 
even with a band of iron and braſs, in the tender graſs of * 
the field, and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and 
let his portion be with the beaſts in the graſs of the earth. 

Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beaſt's 
heart be given unto him, and let ſexen times paſs over 
him. 7 

This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the 
demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that 
the living may know, that the moſt High ruleth in the 
kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he wall, | 
and ſetteth up over it the baſeſt of men. | 

This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have ſeen: now 
thou, O Belteſhazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, 
foraſmuch as' all the wiſe men of my kingdom are not 
able to make known unto me the interpretation: but 
thou art able, for the ſpirit of the holy gods is in thee, 

Then Daniel (whoſe name was Belteſhazzar) was aſto- 
niſhed for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him: the 
king ſpake, and ſaid, Belteſhazzar, let not the dream, or 
the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteſhazzar 
anſwered, and ſaid, My lord, the dream be to them that 
hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine enemies. 

The tree that thou ſaweſt, which grew, and was ſtrong, 
whoſe height reached nnto the heaven, and the fight 
thereof to all the earth ; whoſe leaves were fair, and the 
fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all; under 
which the beaſts of the field dwelt} and upon whoſe 
branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation : 

It is thou, O king, that art grown and become ſtrong: 
for thy greatneſs is grown and reacheth unto heaven, and 
thy dominion to the end of'the/carthi - 

And whereas the king ſaw a watcher, and an holy one 
coming _— from W and ee Hew the tree 
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down, and deftroy it, yet leave the ſtump of the roots 
thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron aud braſs 
m the tender graſs of the field, and let it be wet with the 

. dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beaſts of 
' the field, till ſeven times paſs over him; 

This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the de- 
cree of the moſt High, which is come upon my lord the 
king: that they ſhall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling hall be with the beaſts of the field, and they 
ſhall make thee to eat graſs as oxen, and they ſhall wet 
thee with the dew of heaven, and ſeven times ſhall paſs 
over thee, till thou, know that the moſt High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſoeyer he 
Will. 

And whereas they commanded to leave the ſtump of 
the tree- roots; thy kingdom ſhall be ſure unto thee, 
after that thou ſhalt have known that the heavens do rule. 

Wherefore, O king, let my counſel be acceptable unto 
_ thee, and break off thy fins by righteouſneſs, and thine 

iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor; if it may be a 
Jengtheming of thy tranquillity. 

All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace 
of the kingdom of Babylon. 

The king ſpake, and ſaid, Is not this great Babylon 
that I have built for the houſe of the kingdom, by the 
might of my powef, and for the honour of my majeſty ? 

While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a 
voice from heaven, ſaying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to 
thee it is ſpoken, The kingdom is departed from thee, 

And they ſhall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling 
ſhall be with the beaſts of the field: they ſhall make thee 
to eat graſs as oxen, and ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, 
until thou know that the moſt High ruleth in the king- 
dom of men, and giveth it to whomſoever he will. 
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The fame hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebu- 
chadnezzar, and he was driven from mien, and did eat 
graſs as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of 
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagle's feathers, and 


| his mah like bird's claws. 


And at the end of the days, I Nebuchadne zar lift up 
mine eyes unto heaven, and mine underſtanding returned 
unto me, and I bleſſed the moſt High, and I praiſed and 
honoured him that liveth for ever, whoſe dotninion is 
an everlaſting dominion, and his kingdotn is from ge- 
neration to generation. 

And all the inhabitants of the earth are pals as no- 
thing: and he doeth according to his will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : and 
none can ſtay his * or ſay unto him, What dorſt 
thou? 

At the ſame time my reaſon returned unto me, and or 
the glory of my kingdom, mine honour and brightnets 
returned unto me: and my counſellors and my lords 
ſought unto me; and I was eſtabliſhed iv my kingdom, 
and excellent majeſty was add ea unto 'me. 

Now 1 Nebuchadnezzar praife and extol and honour 
the Kine of Htaven, all whoſe works ate truth, xnd his 
ways judgment, and thoſe that walk in pride be is able 
to abaſe, 


ANNOTATIONS AND. REFLECTIONS. 


The beginning of this ſection is a royal ediR, publiſhed 
by Nebuchadnezzar himſelf, to acknowledge the —_— 


macy of the High and Mighty Gop. 


How wonderful were the diſpenſations of Divine Pio 
vidence towards this famous monarch, who, in the power 
of the SUynEME GoverNon, went forth to puniſh thoſe 
nations who had filled up the meaſure of their iniquity ! 

n a This 
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This ſeQion/ is particularly calculated to ſuppreſs the 
pride of princes, by teaching them that their being ex- 
alted over their fellow - creatures is no invariable ſign that 
they are the peculiar favourites af heaven, or poſſeſſed of 
extraordinary worth; for ſometimes the Mosr Hicu 
ſetteth up the baſeſt of mankind, eſpecially when he 
means to employ them as ſcourges to wicked nations,” 
It likewiſe contains an excellent admonition to ſuch 
princes as have provoked Divine juſtice by the enormity 
of their: own conduct. The moſt effectual meaſure they 
can purſue, in order to prolong their tranquillity, is 20 
break off their fins by righteouſneſs, and their _ by 
Jhewing mercy to the poor. 

ow it came about, that router eons did not. ap- 
ply firſt to Daniel, is uncertain; but we may ſuppoſe the 
prophet was abſent from Babylon at that time, and the 
king imagined the magicians could interpret for him, as 
he was able to relate the dream to them. Daniel's expo- 
 Hition js very eaſy to be underſtood : by the vatcher;' or 
holy one, is ſuppoſled to be meant an angel. Nebuchad+ 
nezzar is thought to have been ſeized with ſudden diſ- 
traction of mind; and during its continuance to have 
been in a moſt deplorable ſtate, unfit. for the ſociety or 
converſe. of mankind, and levelled with the beaſts who 
have no underſtanding... Whether he aQually eat graſs, 
or was reſtrained to a vegetable diet, is uncertain; but, 
from the ſcriptare account of the extraordinary growth 
of his hair and nails, iti is likely that he wandered from 
home in deſert. places till. his reaſon. was reſtored; at 
- which time he is ſuppoſed to have returned to his king - 
dom, when his ſon, who had governed in his ſtead, re- 
ſigned the throne to him, and his nobles gladly received 
him again, as he was honoured and reſpected by them. 
Nebuchadnezzar is ſaid to have lived a year afterwards : 

he reigned between forty-three and forty-four years. 
From 
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From Nebuchadnezzar's own words we may conclude, 
that he at length became a convert to the Lok; the only 
true Gop. Various means had been employed to engage 
him to leave his idolatrous practices, and they proved at 
laſt effectual: he had, therefore, reaſon to bleſs the LoxD 
for his humiliation, as in all probability it proved the 
means of ſaving his ſoul from perdition. 
On the death of Nebuchadnezzar, Evil-merodach, his 
. fon, 11 ucceeded to the mam of Babylon. 


SECTION LI. 


1 THE KINDNESS OP EVIL- MRO DACH TO JEHOIACHIN 
KING OP JUDAH, 


"IJ n 2 
. 
* 


From 2 Kings, Chap. xxvi. 


Axv it came to paſs in the ſeven and thirtieth year of 
the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth 
month, on the ſeyen and twentieth day of the month, 
that Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he 
began to reign, did lift up the head of Jehoiachin Ring 
of Judah out of priſon ; 

And he ſpake kindly to him, and ſet his throne above 
the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon; 

And changed his priſon garments: and he did eat 
bread continually before him all the days of his life. 

And his allowance was a continual allowanee given 
him of the king, a daily rate for wy day, all the days 
of his life. f ws 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Whether this reverſe of fortune in the Jewiſh monarch 
was ſent as a reward for his penitence we are not told; 
but it is agreeable to the uſual diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence to ſuppoſe this was the caſe. Nothing farther is 

I 4 ſaid 
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ſaid of Jehoiachin by the ſacred hiſtorian, but it is ima- 
gined that he died ſoon after. 
Upon the death of Jehoiachin, Salathiel his ſon be- 
came the nominal prince of the Jews in his ſtead ; for, 
after the Joſs of their authority, they till kept up the 
title; and for a gredt many years there was always one of 
the houſe of David, who was honoured and acknowledged 
as a prince, under the name of the head of the captivity, 
'They had fome kind of juriſdiction conſiſtent with the» 
government they were under, which was ſometimes rati- 
fied and confirmed by the kings of that country. 
When Evil-merodach had reigned two years in Baby- 
lon, his crimes made him fo hateful, that at length even 
his own relations conſpired againſt him, and put him to 
death, Nerigliflar, his ſiſter's huſband, who was at the 
head of this conſpiracy, reigned in his ſtead. | 
In the ſame year that Evil-merodach was flain, died 
Aſtyages king of Media. He was ſucceeded by his fon 
Darius, who divided his authority with Cyrus, the ſon of 
Camby ſes king of Perſia, and Mandane, the daughter of 
Aſtyages. Cyrus at this time was forty years of age, 
and Darius was forty-one. This me is called in pro- 
fane hiſtory, Cyaxares. h 
Nerigliſſar, king of Babylon, on his coming to the 
crown, made great preparations for a war with the Medes. 
—4 gaining intelligence of this, ſent for Cyrus out of 
rſia to his aſſiſtance; and, on his arrival with thirty 
thouſand Perfians, Darius made him general of the 
Medes, and ſent him with the joint forces of both nations 
to make war againſt Nerigliflar. From this time Cyrus 
was reckoned king over both nations, though he was in 
reality no more than commander in chief of the confede- 
rate army under the king of Media; but, after the death 
of this monarch, he ſucceeded to his crown, as he did to 
| his 
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his father's in the kingdom of Perſia; which, with the 
countries he had conquered; made up the Perſian empire, 
of which he was the founder and firſt monarch, 

It has already been ſhewn, that Cyrus was appointed 
by the Lon to reſtore Iſrael to their native land. Iſaiah, 
many years before, propheſied of him by name. It has 
alſo been ſhewn, that, in order to keep up the ſpirits of 


the people whilſt in captivity, encourage their faith and 
truſt in Gop, and preſerve them from idolatrous prac- 


tices, the Lox graciouſly. revealed to them, at different 
times, by means of his prophets, that he would, at the 
end of ſeventy years, bring them back to Judea; that: 
they ſhould rebaild their city, and once more be in a 
proſperous condition. It was hkewife predicted that: 
Babylon ſhould be ſubdued, as it had ſubdued other na- 
tions. "Theſe prophecies. are very remarkable, and may 
be ſeen in the following ſectioon. 


SECTION HI. 


PREDICTIONS. RELATING TO THE DOWNEALE O. 
7 BABYLON. 
From Iſaiah, Chap. Xlu. 

Tavs ſaith the Lond to his anointed; to Cyrus, whoſe- 
right hand I have holden to ſubdus nations before him, 
and I will looſe the loins- of kings; to open before him 
the two leaved gates, and the gates ſhall not be ſhat ; 

I will go before thee, and make the 'crooked' places. 
ftraight : I will break in pieces the gates « of braſs, and cut 
in ſunder the bars of iron: 

And I will give thee the treaſures of darkneſs, and 
hidden riches of ſecret places, that thou mayeſt know that 
I the Lonp, which call thee by thy name, am the Gop, 
of, Iſracl. 

15 For 
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For Jacob my ſervant's ſake,” and Iſrael mine ele, I 
have even called thee by thy name: I have COIs 
thee, though thou haſt not known me. 

I am the Lon d, and there is none elſe, there is bed 
beſide me: I _ _ _—__ hou mn not known 
me: (hoſt! 

That they may 88 from the nung of the ſun, aha 
from the weſt; that there is none * me. I orgy the 
Leann, mie is none elſe. 10 72 

I form the light; and ereate Aerkneſk T make e 
a_ create evil. I the . 66 all theſe things. | 


ANNOTATIONS. AND, REFLECTIONS: 


We ſhall ſoon ſee that this prediction was literally and 
circumſtantially fulfilled, - - The propheey relating to 
Cyrus was uttered near” 200 years before he was born 
into the world, and has juſtly engaged the attention of 
heathens as well as chriſtians. How admirably is the 
divine preſcience payed 4 in every page of the prophe- 
tic writings! 

Cyrus was a very extraordinary perſon in the age he 
lived in, renowned for viſdem, valour, and virtue; but 
his greateſt encomium is, that he'wasthought worthy by 
the Lonxp to diſpenſe his bleflings to the hoſe: of [acob. 
Nerigliſſar, hearing that Cyrus was coming againit him 
with a very great, army to the affiſtance of the Medes, 
ſent ambaſſadors to Lydia, and other nations, to call them 
to his aid; aſter both parties had been for three years 
forming alliances, and makipg preparations for war, they, 
with their confederates, took the field. Nerigliſſar was 
lain, the Affyrian amm routed, and pc gairied the 
victory. 
| Cree king of Lydia, being next in MISTER took the 
command of the vanquiſhed army, and made as good a 
retreat 
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retreat with it as he poſſibly could; but Cyrus overtook 
them, and entirely routed them, upon which Crœſus 
made the bett of his way into his own country. 

The death of Nerigliſſar was a great loſs to the Baby- 
lonians, for he was a very learned and excellent prince. 

Laboroſoarchod, his fon, ſucceeded him: he was in every 
thing the reverſe of his father ; and addicted himſelf to 
all kinds of wickedneſs, cruelty, and injuſtice. Cyrus 
gained great advantages during the reign of this king, 
who was killed about nine months after he came to the 
crown by the conſpiracy of his own people. After him 
ſucceeded Belſhazzar, who is ſuppoſed to have been 
grandſon to Nebuchadnezzar, and ſon to Fvil-merodach. 
He was very young when heaſcended the throne, and of 
a diſſolute turn of mind; but his mother Nitocris was a 
woman of excellent underſtanding, and a maſculine ſpi- 
rit ; therefore, whilſt her ſon devoted himſelf entirely to 


his pleaſures, the undertook the principal part of the go- : 


vernment, and did all that human prudence could ſug- 
geſt for the preſervation of the kingdom. Nitocris uſed 
her utmoſt endeavours to fortify the country againſt the 
Medians ; but Cyrus made great progreſs in taking for- 
| trefſes, towns, aud provinces: therefore the king of Baby- 
lon went into Lydia, and there formed a conſiderable 
confederacy by hiring auxiliary forces, over which he 
appointed Crœſus general, who went againft the enemy; 
but Cyrus put him to flight, and he returned to Sardis, 
where the conqueror cloſely beſieged him, and after a 
ſhort time took the city, made him priſoner, and con- 
demned him to death, but was induced by compaliton to 
ſpare his life. Cyrus was fo ſucceſsful in arms that he 
conquered ſeveral other nations; and, having greatly en- 
larged his dominions, again entered Aflyria, and marched 
on towards * that being the only place in the eaſt 
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,which held out againſt him; and having overthrown 
| Belſhazzar in a battle, ſhut him up in his capital: this 

happened in the fixteenth year of Belſhazzar's reign. The 
Babylonian empire was now drawing to a conclufion, and 
the judgments of Gop ready for execution. Before we 
proceed with the hiſtory it will be proper to read ſome 
of the predictions concerning this remarkable revolution. 


SECTION III. 


PREDICTIONS CONCERNING BABYLON, 


| From Jeremiah, Chap. li. 

Tavs faith the Lonp: Behold, I will raiſe up againſt 
Babylon, and againſt them that dwell in the midſt of 
them that rife up againſt me, a deſtroying wind; 

And will ſend unto Babylon fanners, that ſhall fan ber, 
and ſhall empty ber land: for in the day of trouble they 
mall be againft her round about. 

Againſt him that bendeth let the archer bend his bow, 
and againſt him that lifteth himſelf up in his brigandine : 
and ſpare ye not her young men: deſtroy ye utterly all 
her hoſt, 

Thus the flain ſhall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, 
and they that are thruſt through in ber ſtreets. 

For Iſrael hath not been forſaken, nor Judah of his 
God, of the Lonp of hoſts; though their land was filled 
with fin againſt the Holy One of Iſrael. 

Flee out of the midſt of Babylon, and deliver every 
man his foul: be not cut off in her iniquity ; for this is 
the time of the Lonp's vengeance : he will render unte 
her a recompence. 

In thoſe days and in that time, faith the Lonp, the 
childien of * {hall come, they and the children of 
Judah 
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Judah together going and weeping: they ſhall go, and 
ſeek the Lonp their Gop. 

They ſhall aſk the way to Zion with their faces thi- 
therward, ſaying, Come, and let us join ourſelves to the 

LoxD in a perpetual covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
My people hath been loſt ſheep: their ſhepherds bave 
cauſed them to go aſtray, they have turned them away 
on the mountains : they have gone from mountain to hill, 
they have forgotten their reſting place. 

All that found them. have devoured them: and their 
adverſaries ſaid, We offend not; becauſe they have ſin- 
ned againſt the Loxp, the habitation of — even the 
Lox, the hope of their fathers. 

Remove out of the midſt of Babylon, and go forth out 
of the lands of the Chaldeans, and be as the he-goats. 
before the flocks, 

And I will puniſh Bel in Babylon, and. I will bring 
forth out of his mouth that which he hath ſwallowed 
up: and the nations ſhall not flow together any more 
unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon ſhall fall. 

My people, go ye out of the midit of her, and deliver 
ye every man his ſoul from the fierce anger of the Lord. 

And left your heart faint, and ye fear for the rumour 
that ſhall be heard in the land; a rumour ſhall both. 
come one year, and after that in another year thall come 
a rumour; and violence in the land, ruler againſt ruler. 

Therefore, behold, the days come that I will do judg- 
ment upon the graven images of Babylon: and her 
whole land ſhall be confounded, and all her flain ſhall 
tall in the midſt of her. 

Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is there- 
in, mall ling for Babylon: for the ſpoilers ſhall come 
unto her from the north, faith the Lonp. | 

As Babylon hath cauſed the flain of Iſrael to fall, ſo 
at Babylon ſhall fall the lain of all the earth. 


— 


—— — — 
— — 
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Fe that have eſcaped the ſword, go away, fland not 


ſtill: remember the Loxp afar off, and let Jeruſalem 
come into your mind. 


We are confounded, becauſe we have heard reproach ; 


ſhame hath covered our faces: for ſtrangers are come 


into the ſanctuaries of the Lorp's houſe. 
Wherefore, behold, the days come, ſaith the Lonp, 


that I will do judgment upon her graven images, and 


through all her land the wounded ſhall groan. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


How gracious was the Logp, in thus giving intima- 


tion of his deſigns, that his faithful people might eſcape, 


and not be involved in the ruin of Babylon! From this 
circumſtance it evidently appears, that their being ſent 
into captivity was a mercy, and that his chaſliſements of 
them differed from juugments, as being deſigned to 


amend and not to deſtroy *, In this manner Gor till 


continues to act towards his ſervants, correcting them 


like a tender father, only to make them fit objects of his 
_ mercy and loving-kindneſs 


SECTION Uv. 
PROPHECIES RELATING TO THE FALL OF BABYLON, 
From Jeremiah, Chap. I. li.—Tſaiah, xv. xlvii. 


Fon lo, I will raiſe, and cauſe to come up againſt Ba- 
bylon an aſſembly of great nations from the north coun- 


- try: and they ſhall jet themſelves in array againſt her: 


from thence he ſhall be taken: their arrows ſhall be as 
of a mighty expert man: none ſhall return in vain. 


— 


And 
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And Chaldea ſhall be a ſpoil all that foi her ſhall 
be ſatisfied, faith the Lox. _ 

Becauſe ye were glad, becauſe he rejoiced; O ye de- 
ſtroyers of mine heritage, becaufe ye are grown fat, as 
the heifer at graſs, and bellow as bulls; 

Behold, T am againft thee, O thou moſt proud, faith 
the Lord Gop of hofts: for thy day is come, the time 
that I will viſit thee. 

And the moſt proud ſhall ſtumble, , and fall, and none 
ſhall raiſe him up: and I will kindle a fire in the cities, 
and it ſhall devour all round about him. 

Thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts; The children of Iſrael 
and the children of Judah were oppreſſed together : and 
all that took them captives held them faſt; they refuſed - 
to let them go. 

Their Redeemer is ſtrong ; The Lord of hoſts is his 
name ; he ſhall throughly plead their cauſe, that he may 
give reſt to the land, and diſquiet the inhabitants of 
Babylon. 

A ſword is upon the Chaldeans, ſaith the Lonp, and 
upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, 
and upon her wiſe men. 

A ſword is upon the liars; and they ſhall dote: a 
ſword is upon her mighty men, and they ſhall be diſ- 
mayed- 

A ſword is upon their horſes, and upon their chariots, 
and upon all the mingled people that are in the midſt of 
her; and they ſhall become as women: a ſword is upon 
her treaſures; and they ſhall be robbed. 

A drought | is upon her waters; and they ſhall be dried 
up: for it is the land of graven images, and ey are 
mad upon their idols. 

Therefore the wild beaſts of the deſert with the wild 
beaſts of the iflands ſhall dwell there, and the owls ſhall 


dwell 
8 
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dwell therein: and it ſhall be no more inhabited for 
ever; neither ſhall it be dwelt in from ne to 
generation. 

As Gop —— A? Sodom ind Gomorrah, and the 
neighbour cities thereof, ſaith the Loxp; fo ſhall no man 
abide there, neither ſhall any ſon of man dwell therein. 

Behold, a people ſhall come from the north, and a 
great nation, and many _ ſhall be raiſed up from the 
. coaſts, of the earth. 

They ſhall hold the bow aw the lance: they are 
cruel, and will not ſhew mercy ; their voice ſhall roar 
bke the fea, and they fhall ride upon horſes, every one 
put in array like a man to the battle againſt thee, O 
daughter of Babylon. 

The king of Babylon hath: EBT the report of them, 
and his hands waxed feeble : anguiſh took hold of him. 

* Behold, he ſhall come up like a lion from the ſwell- 

Ing of Jordan unto the habitation of the ſtrong : but I 

will make them ſuddenly run away from her: and. who 

is a choſen man, that I may appoint over her? for WhO. 
is like me? and who will appoint me the time? and 
who is that ſhepherd that will ſtand before me ? 

Therefore hear. ye the counſel, of the Loan that he 
bath taken againſt Babylon, and his purpoſes that be 
bath purpofed againſt the land of the Chaldeans.: ſurely: 
the leaſt of the flock ſhall draw them out; ſurely he 
ſhall make their habitation deſolate with them. 

At the noiſe of the raking of Babylon the earth is 
moved, and the cry is heard among the nations. 

Behold, I will ſtir up the Medes againſt them, which 
mall not regard filver ; * as for gold, they ſhall not 
delight in it. 

And Babylon, the 0 of kingdoms, the beauty of 
the Chaldees' excellency, ſhall be as when Gop over- 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah, 


L was 
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I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine 
znheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didfi 
ſhew them no mercy ; upon the ancient haſt thou very 
heavily laid thy yoke. 

And thou ſaidſt, I ſhall be a lady for ever; ſo that 
thou didſt not lay theſe things to thy heart, neither didſt 
remember the latter end of it. 

Therefore hear now this, thou that art given to plea- 
ſures, that dwelleſt careleſsly, that ſayeſt in thine heart, 
I am, and none elſe befide me; I ſhall not fit as a 
widow, neither ſhall I know the loſs of children : 

But theſe two things ſhall come to thee in a moment 
in one day; the loſs of children, and widowhood : they 
ſhall come upon thee in their perfection for the multi- 
tude of thy ſorceries, and for the great abundance of 
thine inchantments. | 

For thou haſt truſted in thy wickedneſs: thou haſt 
ſaid, None ſeeth me. Thy wiſdom and thy knowledge, 


it hath perverted thee : and thou had ſaid in thine heart, 


I am, and none elſe be ſides me. | 

Therefore ſhall evil come upon thee ; thou ſhalt not 
know from whence it riſeth: and miſchief ſhall fall up- 
on thee ; thou ſhalt not be able to put it off: and deſo- 
lation ſhall come upon thee ſuddenly, which thou ſhalt 
not know. 

Stand now with thine ebenem, and with the 
multitude of thy ſoroeries, wherein thou haſt laboured 
from chy youth; if ſo be thou ſhalt be able to profit, i 
ſo be thou mayeſt prevail. 


Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counſels. 


Let now the aſtrologers, the ſtar-gazers, the monthly 
prognoſticators, ſtand up, and ſave thee from theſe things 
that ſhall come upon thee, 

Behold, they ſhall be as ſtubble; the fire ſhall burn 
them; 
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them; they ſhall not dehiver themſelves from the power 
of the flame; there ſhall not be a coal to warm at, nor 
fire to fit bifote it. 

Thus ſhall they be unto thee with whom thou haſt 
laboured, even thy merchants from thy youth: they 
ſhall wander every one to his AN 3 none ſhall ſave 
thee. 
O thou that dwelleſt upon many waters, abundant in 
treaſures, thine end is come, and the meaſure of thy 
covetouſnels, 

The Lonp of hoſts hath ſworn by himſelf hos; 
Surely T will fill thee with men as with caterpillers; and 
they ſhall lift np a ſhout againſt thee. - 

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath eſta- 
bliſhed the world by his wiſdom, and bath firetched out 
the heaven by his underſtanding, 

When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens; and he cauſeth the vapours to 
_ aſcend from the ends of the earth: he maketh light- 
nings with rain, and POR forth the wind out of his 

treaſures. ' 

3 Every man is brutiſh by his knowledge) : every found- 
er is confounded by the graven image: for his molten 
image is falſehood, and there is no breath in them. 

They are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of 
their viſitation they ſhall periſh. | 
And I will render unto Babylon, and to all the n 
bitants of Chaldea, all their evil that they have FREIE; 
Zion, in your fight, ſaith the Lond. 

Bschold, I am againſt thee, O deſtroying mountain, 
ſaith the Loxp, which deftroyeſt all the earth: and I 
will ſtretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt 
mountain; | | | 

4 And 
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And they ſhall not take of thee a ſtone for a corner, 
nor a ſtone for foundations; but thou thalt be deſolate 
for ever, ſaith the Loup. 

Though Babylon ſhould . up to heaven, and 
though the ſhould fortify the height of her ſtrength, yet 
from me thall ſpoilers come unto her, ſaith the Loxp. 

For thus ſaith the Lorp of hoſts, the Gop of Iſrael; 
The daughter of Babylon is like a threſhing floor, it is 
time to threſh her: yet a little while, and the time of 
her harveſt ſhall come. 


| | ANNOTATIONS axv, REFLECTIONS. 


"Theſe predictions are ſelected from the prophecies of 
Iſaiah and Jeremiah: thoſe of the firſt were written 130 
years before the captivity of Judah, When the Medes 
were a very inconſiderable people, forming only a pro- 
yince of the Aſſyrian empire. | 

We find from theſe prophecies, that one principal 
cauſe: for which Gop determined to ſend ſuch ſignal 
judgments on the Babylonians, was, that He foreſaw 
they would abuſe the power He ſhould put into their 
hands, and inſult over thoſe whom he ſhould ſtill con- 
fider as His people. This dogs not ſeem to have been 
the caſe ſo much under the firſt kings of Babylon, to 
whom the Jews were in ſubjection; but it will appear 
to have been very particularly ſo in reſpect to the laſt 
who was ſuffered to reign. This, indeed, was not the 
only crime which the Lonp foreſaw the Babylonians 
would be guilty of: Divine preſcience perceived a num 
ber of others which would contribute to fill the mea- 
ſure of their iniquity, particularly that of idolatry. bs 


SECTION 
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SECTION LV. 


THE COMMANDS OF" THE LORD OF HOSTS GONCERNING. 


THE DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON, 
From Feremiah, Chap. I. li. 


Pur yourſelves in array againſt Babylon round about: 
all ye that bend the bow, ſhoot at her, ſpare no arrows ; 


for the hath finned againſt the Lozp, 


Shout againſt her round about: ſhe hath given her 

hand : ber foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown 
down : for it is the vengeance of the Logv: take ven- 
geance upon her ; as ſhe hath done, do unto her. 
Cut off the ſower from Babylon, and him that hand- 
leth the ſickle in the time of harveſt : for fear of the op- 
prefling ſword they ſhall turn every one to his people, 
and they ſhall flee every one to his own laud. 


So up againſt the land of Merathaim, even int it 


and againſt the inhabitants of Pekod ; waſte and utterly 
deſtroy after them, ſaith the Lon, and do Eng to 
all that I have commanded the. 

Ihe Loxp hathopened his armoury, and hath brought 
forth the weapens of his indignation : for this is the 
work of the Lonxp ow of hoſts in the land of the 
Chaldeans. 

Come againſt her from the utmoſt border, open her 
ſtore houſes: caſt her up as heaps, and deftroy her ut- 
terly : let nothing of her be left. 

Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the ſlaugh- 
ter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the day of 
their viſitation, 

Call together the archers againſt Babylon : all ye that 
bend the bow, camp againſt it round about; let none 

thercof 
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thereof eſcape: recompenſe her according to her Wehe 
according to all that ſhe hath done do unto her: for 
ſhe had been proud againſt the Lonp, againſt the Hay 
One of Iſrael. | 
Therefore ſhall her young men fall in the ftreets, and 
all her men of war ſhall be cut off in that day, faith 
the LorD. | 
Make bright the arrows; gather the ſhields: the 
Lonp hath raiſed up the ſpirit of the kings of the 
Medes: for his device is againſt Babylon, to deftroy it; 


becauſe it is the vengeance of the Lorp, the vengeance | 


of his temple. 
Set up the ſtandard upon the walls of Babylon, make 
the watch ſtrong, ſet up the watchmen, prepare the am- 


buſhes; for the Loxp hath both deviſed and done that 


which he ſpake againſt the inhabitants of Babylon. 
Set ye up a ſtandard in the land, blow the trampet 
-kmong the nations, prepare the nations againſt her, call 


together againſt her the kingdoms of Ararat, Mini, and 


Aſhchenaz ; appoint a captain againſt her, cauſe the 
horſes to come up as the rough caterpillers. | 
Prepare againſt her the nations with the kings of the 


Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers thereof, 


and all the land of his dominion. 
And the land ſhall tremble and ſorrow : for every pur- 
poſe of the Lonp ſhall be performed againſt Babylon, 
to make the land of Babylon, a deſolation without an 
inhabitant. 


The.mighty men of Babylon have forborne to fight, f 


they have remained in their holds; their might hath 
failed, they became as women: they have burned her 
dwelling-places; her bars are broken. 

One poſt ſhall run to meet another, and one meſſen- 
ger to meet another, to ſhew the king of Babylon, * 
is city is taken at one end; 

Ang 
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And that the paſſages are ſtopped, and the reeds they 
have burned with fire, and the men of war are affri ghted. 
In their heat I will make their feaſts, and I wilt 
make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and ſleep a 
perpetual ſleep, and not wake, ſaith the Loxp. 


I will bring them down like lambs to the daughter, 


like rams with he goats. . 
And I will make drunk her princes, and her wiſe 


men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: 
and they ſhall ſleep a perpetual ſleep, and not wake, 


ſaith the king, whoſe name is The Lorp of hoſts. 


Thus ſaith the Loxp of hoſts; The broad walls of | 


Babylon ſhall be utterly broken, and her high gates 


ſhall be burned with fire; and the people ſhall labour 
in vain, and the folk in the r and they ſhall be weary. | 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECT IONS. 


How awful it is to read theſe commands of the Lord 


of Hosts, to aſſemble the forces deſtined for his ſervice 
in the deſtruction of Babylon! The deſcription is ſo 
lively, that it is needleſs to comment on it. 


The circumſtances mentioned in this ſection were 


literally fulfilled, as we ſhall ſhortly read. It will be 
proper to recal the attention of the reader to Belſhazzar, 


whom we left cloſely beſieged in Babylon. 


| SECTION LVI. 
42 THE REIGN OF BELSHAZZAR. 
From Daniel, Chap. v. 


'BBLSHAZZAR the king made a great feaſt to a thouſand 


of his lords, and drank wine before the thouſand. 


Pe whilſt he 120 the wine, commanded to 
bring 
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bring the golden and filyer veſſels, which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which 
was in Jeruſalem: that the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, might drink therein. 


Then they brought the golden veſſels that were taken 


out of the temple of the houſe of Gop which was at je- 


reſalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and 


his concubines, drank in them. 


They drank wine, and praiſed the gods of gold, nd, 


of ſilver, of braſs, of iron, of wood, and of ſtone. 


In the ſame hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, 


and wrote over againſt the candleſtick upon the plaiſter 


of the wall of the king's palace: and the king ſaw the 


part of the hand that wrote. | | 
Then the king's: countenance was changed, and his 


thoughts troubled him, ſo that the joints of his loins 


were looſed, and his knees ſmote one againſt another. 


The king cried out to bring in the aſtrologers, the 
Chaldeans, and the ſoothſayers. And the king ſpake, 


and ſaid to the wiſe men of Babylon, Whoſoever ſhall 
read this writing, and ſhew me the interpretation there- 
of, ſhall be clothed with ſcarlet; and have a chain of 


gold about his neck, and ſhall be the third ruler in the 


kingdom. 


Then came in all the king's wiſe men : but they could 
not read the writing, nor make known to the king the. 


interpretation thereof. 


Then was king Belſhazzar greatly troubled, and his. 


countenance was . in him, and his lords were 
aſtoniſhed. 
Now the queen, by ads of the 5 of the king 


and his lords, came into the banquet-houſe: and the 


queen ſpake, and ſaid, O king, live for ever: let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be, 
changed ; 

There 


— —— 
—— — — a 


26 
There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the ſpirit 
of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light 
and&underſtanding and wiſdom, like the wiſdom of the 
gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchad- 
nezzar thy father, the king, I ſay thy father, made 
maſter of the magicians, aſtrologers, Chaldeans, and ; 
ſoothſayers: | 

Foraſmuch as an excellent ſpirit and knowledge 5 
underſtanding, interpretation of dreams, and ſhewing 
of hard ſentences, and diſſolving of doubts, were found 
in the ſame Daniel, whom the king named Belteſhaz- 
zar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will ſhew the in- 
terpretation. , 

Then was Daniel brought ! in | before the king. And 
the king ſpake- and ſaid unto Daniel, Art thou that 
Daniel which art of the children of the captivity of Ju- 
. dah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry. 

I have heard of thee that the ſpirit of the gods is in 
| thee, and that light and underſtanding and excellent 
wiſdom is in the. 

And now the wife men, the aſtrologers, have been 
brought in before me, that they ſhould read this writing, 
and make known unto me the interpretation thereof; 

but they could not ſhew the interpretation of the thing. 

And I have heard of thee that thou canſt make inter- 

pretations, and diſſolve doubts: now if thou canſt read 
the writing, and make known to me the interpretation | 
thereof, thou ſhalt be clothed with ſcarlet, and have a | 
chain of gold about thy neck, and ſhalt be the third | 
ruler in the kingdom, 

Then Daniel anſwered and d before the king, Let 
thy gifts be to thy ſelf, and give thy rewards to another: 
yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make 
known to him the FEI thereof. 
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O thon king, the moſt high Gop gave Nebuchadnez- 
zar thy father a kingdom, and majeſty, and glory, and 
honour : 

And for the majeſty that he gave him, all people, na- 
tions, and languages, trembled and feared before him: 
whom he would he flew, and whom he would he kept 
alive, and whom he would he ſet up, and whom he 
would he put down. _ 

But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in pride, h& was depoſed from . his kingly 
throne, and they took his glory from him : 

And he was driven from the ſons of men, and his 
heart was made like the beaſts, and his dwelling was 
with the wild aſſes: they fed him with graſs like oxen, 
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he 
knew that the moſt high Gop ruled in the kingdom of 
men, and that he appointeth over it whomſoever he will. 

And thou, his ſon, O Belſhazzar, haſt not hambled 
thine heart, though thou kneweſt all this: 

But haſt lifted up thyſelf againſt the Lon p of heaven, 
and they have brought the veſſels of his houſe before 
thee, and thou and thy lords, thy wives and concubines, 
have drunk wine in them, and thou haſt praiſed the 
gods of filver and gold, of braſs, iron, wood, and ſtone, 
which ſee not, nor hear, nor know: and the GOD in 
whoſe hand thy breath is, and whote are all thy ways, 
haſt thou not glorified. 

Then was the part of the hand ſent from him, and 
this writing was written. And this is the writing that 
was witten; MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN, 

This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE ; Gon 
hath numbered thy kingdom, and finiſned it. TEKEL; 
thou art weighed in the balances, and art found want- 
ing. PERES; thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Perſians, 

F K Then 


- 


„ 
Then commanded Belſhazzar, and they clothed 
Daniel with ſcarlet, and put a chain of gold about his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he 
ſhould be the third ruler in the kingdom. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Tt has already been obſerved that Belſhazzar was both 
a weak and a wicked prince, and he certainly deſerved 
that character: for what wiſe king would have been 
revelling and feaſting, when his city and kingdom were 
on the very brink of ruin? and what wickedneſs conld 
exceed the ſacrilegious act he committed, in profaning 
the ſacred veſſels in ſo contemptuous a manner? Short 
was the triumph of his impious mirth ! the ſentence of 
condemnation appeared in legible characters, and ſtruck 
his guilty mind with aſtoniſhment and terror, even be- 
fore he knew the purport of them. 

Daniel, it is probable, (having received no particular 
command from the Lonp to go to Belſhazzar), kept at a 
diſtance from this ſcene of riot and profaneneſs ; per- 
haps he was gone to reſt, or engaged in prayer; or he 
might, though reckoned among the wiſe men, ſtay away, 
as the king ſent only for the magicians and aſtrologers. 


The qucen, who entered the banqueting-room, was 


Nitocris, the king's mother, who was called gucen by 
way of eminence, becauſe the .had the management of 
the kingdom; Belſhazzar being ſo entirely inattentive 
to it, that he did not even know Daniel, though he was 
one of the miniſters of ſtate; but Nitocris, who con- 
ſtantly employed him, knew him well; and perhaps, it 
was by his advice, that ſhe governed with ſo much wiſ- 
dom and prudence, and preſerved the kingdom to her 
ſon for ſo many years. | 


SECTION 
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SECTION LI. 
THE FALL OF BABYLON, 
From Iſaiah, Chap. xlv. xlvi.—Fer. Chap, 15 


And the Loud, as he had promiſed, held the right 
hand of Cyrus to ſubdue nations. before him ; he went 
before him to break in pieces the gates of braſs, and to 
cut in ſunder the bars of iron. 

To give him the treaſures of daakneſs, and hidden 
riches of ſecret places, that Cyrus might know, that the 
LokD who called him by his name was the Gop of Iſrael. 

The Lonp fruſtrated the tokens of the liars, and 
made diviners mad ; he turned wiſe men backward, and 
made their knowledge fooliſh. 

He confirmed the words of his ſeryants, and perform- 
ed the counſel of his meſſengers. 

He ſaid to the deep, Be dry, and dried up the river of 
Babylon. ' 

One poſt ran to meet another, and one meſſenger to 
meet another, to ſhew the king of Babylon, that his 
city was taken at one end. 

That the paſſages were ſtopped, and the reeds burnt 
with fire, and the men of war affrighted. 

The mighty men of Babylon forbore to fight, they re- 
mained in their ſtrong holds, their might failed, they 
became as women. 

Her princes, her wiſe men, her captains, and her 
rulers, were drunken; they fell into a perpetual ſleep, 
from which they never awaked, for the king whole 
name is the Lon of Hoss had ordained it. 

The broad walls of Babylon were utterly broken, her 
high gates were burnt with fire, the people laboured in 
vain, and the folk in the fire, till they were weary, 
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for in that night was Belſhazzar the king of the Chal- 
deans taken and lain. 

And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being 
about threeſcore and two years old. 

Bel bowed down, Nebo ſtooped; they could not deliver 
their people, they themſelves went into captivity. 

Come and fit down in the duſt, O virgin daughter of 
Babylon, fit on the ground; there is no throne, O daugh- 
ter of the Chaldeans ; thou ſhalt no more be called ten- 
der and delicate, Thou ſhalt no more be called the 
Lady of Kingdoms *! 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


I )!he foregoing ſection is the prophetic account of the 

taking of the famous city of Babylon: no other narration 
is given of it in ſacred writ, nor was any neceſſary, be- 
cauſe there is no reaſon to doubt but that what the 
Lon ſaid /hould come to paſs, actually did /; and in- 
deed the completion of the predictions of the prophets 
is ſtrongly confirmed * the relations given by een 
authors. 

Herodotus and Xenophon, two ancient writers, inform 
us that Cyrus found the ſiege of Babylon a very difficult 
Work at firſt, for the walls were high and impregnable, 
the city was well furniſhed with men, and fully ſup- 
plied with all kinds of proviſions for twenty years, as 
they had a great deal of void ground within their walls, 
both for paſture and tillage; and the inhabitants, 
thinking themſelves ' ſecure, defied and derided Cyrus 


It will be perceived, that Ihave taken a liberty with the text in this 
ſection; but as it appears even from heathen authors, that the circum- 
ſlances predicted by the prophets Iſaiah and Jeremiah were Jiterally ful- 
filled, I thought there would be no impropriety in changing the tenſes, 


o as to make them the hiſtorians of this wonderfulevt . 
from 
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from their bulwarks. However, he perſiſted for nearly 
two years, till at length gaining intelligence that a great 
annual feſtival was to be kept in Babylon, on which it 
was uſual for the Babylonians to ſpend the whole night 
in drunkenneſs and riot, he thought it a proper time to 
ſurpriſe them, which he did, by breaking down a dam 
that was between the river, and a famous canal; by 
which means he drained off the water, ſo that the river 
ſoon became fordable, and two parties of ſoldiers march- 
ing by the channel of it, and finding-the gates open, 
they entered and advanced to the palace, where they 
flew the king. The inhabitants ſoon yielded to the 
conqueror, and Cyrus became maſter of the place, and 
thus concluded lus conqueſts, after a war of twenty-one 
years. His victories were ſo extenſive, that his empire 
was the greateſt that had ever been in Afia; and to the 
honour of Cyrus it is related, that he conquered {vil 
more by his humanity and courteſy than by his ſword. 

Thus ended the Babyloniſh empire, after it had con- 
tinued from the reign of Nabonaſſar 200 years, juſt 30 
years after Nebuchadnezzar deſtroyed: the Temple at 
Jeruſalem. The head of Gold, which Nebuchadnezzar 
dreamt of, was now broken to pieces, according to the 
prediction of Daniel * ; and the ſtone (cut out without 
hands) which ſmote it, became a great mountain, as he 
foretold. 

Cyrus, as long as his uncle lived, allowed him a joint 
title in the empire, and yielded him the firſt place of 
honour in it, though he was the principal agent under 
Divine Providence in obtaining it; Cyaxares accord- 
ingly was called King, and diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of Darius the Median. 


After Cyrus had ſettled his affairs in Babz lin, he 


* Daniel, ii. 
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went to Perſia; and in his return through Media mar- 
ried the daughter of Darius the Median ; Darivs then 
accompanied him to Babylon; on their arrival, they 
took counſel together for the —_ of the whole 
empire. \ ' 


SECTION LVIIL 


HISTORY OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE UNDER THE JOINT 
GOVERNMENT OF DARIUS AND CYRUS. 


From Dan. Chap. vi. 


Ir pleaſed Darius to ſet over the kingdom an hundred 
and twenty princes which ſhould be over the whole 
kingdom; 

And over theſe three preſidents; of whom Daniel 
was firſt: that the princes might give accounts unto 
them, and the king ſhould have do damage. 

Then this Daniel was preferred above the prefidents 

and princes, becauſe an excellent ſpirit was in him; 
and the king thought to ſet him over the whole realm. 

'Then the prefidents and princes ſought to find occa- 
ion againſt Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they 
could find none occafion nor fault; foraſmuch as he 
was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found 
in him. 

Then ſaid theſe men, We ſhall not find any occaſion 
again this Daniel, except we find it again him con- 
cerning the law of his Gov. 

Then theſe preſidents and princes aſſembled together 
to the king, and ſaid thus unto him, King Darius, live 
for ever. 

All the prefidents of the kingdom, the governors, and 
the princes, the counſellors, and the captains, have con- 

ſulted 
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ſalted ler to eſtabliſh a royal ſtatute, and to make 
a firm decree, that whoſoever ſhall aſk a petition of any 
god or man for thirty days, ſave of thee, O king, he 


ſhall be caſt into the den of lions, 
Now, O king. eſtabliſh the decree, and fign the writ- 
ing, that it be not changed, according to-the law of the 


Medes and Perſians, which altereth not. 


Wherefore king Darius ſigned the writing and the 


decree. 
Now when Daniel knew that the writing was figned, 
he went into his houſe: and his windows being open in 


his chamber toward Jeruſalem, he kneeled upon his knees 


three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before 


his Go d, as he did aforetime, 
Then theſe men aſſembled, aud found Daniel praying 


and making ſupplication before his Gop. 

Then they came near, and ſpake before the king con- 
cerning the king's decree. Haſt thou not figned a de- 
cree, that every man that ſhall aſk a petition of any god 


or man within thirty days, fave of thee, O king, ſhall be 


caſt into the den of lions? The king anſwered and ſaid, 
The thing is true, according to the law « the Medes 
and Perſians, which altereth not. 

Then anſwered they and ſaid before the king, That 
Daniel which is of the children of the captivity of Ju- 
dab, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou 
haſt ſigned, but maketh his petition three times a day. 

Then the king, when he heaxd theſe words, was fore 
diſpleaſed with himſelf, and he ſet his heart on Daniel to 
deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of 
the ſun to deliver him. 

Then theſe men aſſembled unto the king, and faid 
unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes 
and Perſians is, that no decree nor ſtatute which the 


king eſtabliſketh may be changed. 
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Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, 
and caſt him into the den of lions. Now the king ſpake 
and ſaid unto Daniel, Thy Gop whom thou ſerveſt con- 
tinually, he will deliver thee. 

And a ſtone was brought and laid upon the mouth of 
the den, and the king ſealed it with his own ſignet, and 


with the ſignet of his lords; that the purpoſe might not 


be changed concerning Daniel. 

Then the king went to his palace, and paſſed the ns 
in faſting: neither were inſtruments of muſic brought 
before him, and his ſleep went from him. 

Then the king aroſe very early in the morning, and 
went in haſte unto the den of lions. x 

And when be cime to the den, be cried with a la- 
mentable voice unto Daniel ; and the king ſpake and ſaid 
to Daniel, O Daniel, ſervant of the living Gop, is thy 
Gop whom thou ſerveſt continually able to deliver thee 


from the lions? 


Then ſaid Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. 


My Gov hath ſent his angel, and hath ſhut the lions 


mouths, that they have not hurt me: foraſmuch as be- 
fore him innogency was found in me; and alſo before 
thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 

Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and com- 
manded that they ſhould take Daniel up out of the den. 
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner 
of hurt was found upon him, becauſe he believed in his 
Gop. | 

And the king commanded, and they brought thoſe 


men which had accuſed Daniel, and they caſt them into 


the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives: 
and the lions had the maſtery of them, and brake all 
their bones in pieces, c or ever they came to the bottom of 
the den. 
Then king Darius wrote unto all the people, nations, 
and 


& 
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and languages, that dwell in all the earth, Peace be mul- 
tiplied unto you. 

I make a decree, that in every dominion of my king- 
dom, men tremble and fear before the Gop of Daniel ; 
for he is the living Gop, and ſtedfaſt for ever, and his 
kingdom that which ſhall never be deſtroyed, and his 
dominion ſhall be even unto the end, 

He delivereth and reſcueth, and he worketh figns and 
wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Da- 
niel from the power of the hons. 

So this Daniel proſpered in the reign of Darius, and in 
the reign of Cyrus the Perſian, 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


Daniel was renowned throughout the eaſt country for 
his wiſdom ; and, having great experience, was certainly 
a very proper perſon for the high office he was appointed 
to. He had been employed full fixty-five years as prime 
miniſter under the kings of Babylon : the high ſtation of 
chief of the prefidents placed him next to the king in 
dignity, Cyrus was gone to ſettle ſome affairs in Syria 
when the cruel plot, related in this ſection, was con- 
certed againſt Daniel. 

It is pleafing to read, that Daniel's inflexible honeſty, 
and faithful ſervices, met with a proper reward. The 
reaſon which Darius gave for placing him in a poſt of 
diſtinction, reflects honour on himſelf as well as on Daniel. 

But we find that even the extraordinary merit of this 
good prophet could not ſecure him from that envy which 
is uſually the attendant of favourites. Unable to bear 
the luſtre of his ſuperior merit, and impatient to obtain 
for themſelves the honours which were fo liberally be- 
ſtowed on him, the courtiers determined to watch tor an 
opportunity of bringing him into diſgrace with his ſove- 
reign, But no juſt ground of complaint could they find, 

K3 they 


they therefore made his piety a ſnare, and ſo far obtained 
their wicked ends as to get the king to figh a decree, 
which they had no doubt would effect his ruin. 

Darius ſuffered his pride to prevail on him to adopt a 
meaſure which he certainly ought on many accounts 
have rejected. | 

Had Daniel regarded the dictates of worldly policy, he 
would have peaceably acquieſced in the orders of the 
court, paid the expected homage to his ſovereign, and 
defeated the deſigns of his enemies. Or had he liſtened 
to the whiſpers of timidity and cowardice, he would have 
retired from the public eye, and formed ſome pretence 
for not appearing before the king, and have contented 
himſelf with worſhipping his Gop in ſecret. But the 
holy prophet was too fincere and zealous a ſervant of the 


| Mosr Hien Gov to be capable of deſerting his cauſe in 


the hour of danger; or to pay divine honours to a mortal 
like himſelf. No ſooner did he know that the yrriting 
was ſigned, than he went to his honſe, and offered his 
petitions to the Kine of x1NGs, as he was accuſtomed 
to do. What an excellent example has he left us, to 
maintain a ſteady determination, whenever our ſituation 
requires it, to ſacrifice eaſe, profit, and honour, and even 
life itſelf, to principle; and what encouragement to do ſo 
may we derive from his miraculous deliverance |! 

We need not fear that werſhall be loſers upon the 
whole by a faithful adherence to religious duties; for, 
though ſuch extraordinary interpoſitions are not to be 
expected at preſent, virtue will yet meet its reward, It 
may poſſibly in ſome caſes expoſe us to ridicule and re- 
proach, nay even to danger; yet let us not be diſmayed. 
The virtuous man has that <viz/77 which will ſuſtain him 
under the ſevereſt ſhock of affliction, render him impe- 
netrable to the ſharpeſt darts of malice, and enable him 


to look at threatening death without diſmay. The vir- 
tuous 
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tuous man has an Almighty Patron, who will not ſuffer 
his enemies finally to triumph over him ; a faithful guar- 
dian, who will protect him in the hour of darkneſs, guide 
him through the vale of death, and hereafter bring forth 
his righteouſneſs as the light, and his * as the 
noon- day *. 

It is remarkable that, by means of Daniel, Darius 
was made acquainted with the ſupremacy of the Loxn 
Gov, and there is reaſon to ſuppoſe that Cyrus received 
intimation of divine truths by the ſame channel. 


SECTION IX. 
DANIEL's VISION OF THE FOUR BEASTS. 
From Daniel, Chap. vii. 

Is the firſt year of Belſhazzar king of Babylon Daniel 
had a dream and vifions of his head upon his bed: then 
he wrote the dream, and told the ſum of the matters. 

Daniel ſpake, and ſaid, I ſaw in my viſion by night, 
and behold, the four winds of the heaven ſtrove _— the 
great ſea. | 

And four great beaſts came up from the ſea, diverſe 
one from another. | 

The firſt was like a lion, and had eagle's wings : and 
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it was 
lifted up from the earth, and made ſtand upon the ata as 
a man, and a man's heart was given to it. 

And behold, another beaſt, a ſecond like to a bear, and 
it raiſed up itſelf on one fide, and it had three ribs in the 
mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they ſaid thus 

unto it, Ariſe, devour much fleſh. 1 h 

After this I beheld, and lo, another like a leopard, 
which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowl ; the 
beaſt had alſo four heads; and dominion was given to it. 

The above re fle tions are extracted from an excellent ſermon on the 


character of Daniel, by Dr. Enfield. 
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After this I ſaw in the night viſions, and behold, f 
fourth beaſt, dreadful and terrible, and ſtrong excced- 
ivgly ; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake 
in pieces, and ſtamped the refidue with the feet of it: 
and it was diverſe from all the beaſts that were before it, 
and it had ten horns. 

1 confidered the horns; and behold, there came up 
among them another little horn, before whom there were 

three of the firſt horns plucked up by the roots : and be- 
hold in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and 
a month ſpeaking great things. 

J Daniel was grieved in my ſpirit in the midſt of my 
body, and the viſions of my head troubled me. 

I came near unto one of them that ſtood by, and aſked 
him the truth of all this. So he told me, and made me 
know the interpretation of the things. v7 

Theſe great beaſts, ſaid he, which are four, are four 
kings, which {hall ariſe out of the earth. 

But the ſaints of the moſt High ſhall take the king - 
dom, and poſſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for eyer and 
ever. 

Then I would know the truth of the fourth beaſt, 
which was diverſe from all the others, exceeding dread- 
ful. whoſe teeth were of iron, and his nails of braſs; 
which devoured, brake in pieces, and ſtamped the reſidue 
with his feet ; 

And thus he ſaid, The fourth beaſt ſhall be the fourth 
kingdom upon earth, which ſhall be diverſe from all 
Kingdoms, and ſhall devour the whole earth, and ſhall 
tread it down, and break it in pieces. 

And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings 
that ſhall ariſe, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


By theſe revelations Gop has manifeſted to the world, 
that 
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that = MOM empire, and glory, are His; that He be 
ſtows them on whomſoever He pleaſes, and withdraws 
them in like manner, to puniſh the abuſe of them. We 
alſo learn from theſe revelations, that God's deſign in 
ſubjecting ſtates to ſuch aſtoniſhing revolutions is to 
teach men that they are in His preſence as nothing; that 
He is alone the Mosr H1cn, the Erernar, Kine, the 
SOVEREIGN ARBITER, who acts as He pleaſes, with ſu- 
preme power both in heaven and earth. 

(6b, to make theſe important truths ſtill more ſen- 
ſible, ſhewed to Daniel in a viſion four dreadful beaſts, 

rifing from a vaſt ſea, in which the four winds combat 
together with fury. Under theſe ſymbols he repreſents 
to the prophet the origin, the characteriſtics, and fall, of 
the four great empires which were to govern the world 
ſucceſſively, 

The prophet then related more particularly the cha- 
racter of each of theſe empires. After having repre- 
ſented the empire of the Babylonians under the image of 
a lion, and that of the Medes and Perfians under the 
form of a bear, greedy of prey, he draws the picture of 
the Grecian monarchy under the image of a ſpotted leo- 
pard, with four heads and four wings : the Roman empire 
is then deſcribed under the image of a fourth beaſt, ex- 
ceeding dreadful, with ten horns, and great iron teeth, 
ſtamping and devouring all before it.” The hiſtories of 
theſe nations ſhew that theſe ſymbols _— agreed 
with them “. 


SECTION IX. 
DANIEL'S PRAYER FOR THE RESTORATION OP ISRAEL. 
From Daniel, Chap. ix. | 
Ix the firſt year of Darius the ſon of Ahaſuerus, of 


# Rallin's Antient Hiſtory, 1 
D 


— — — — — 


( 208 


the ſeed of the Medes, which was made king over the 
realm of the Chaldeans ; 

In the firſt year of his reign, I Daniel underſtood by 
books. the number of the years whereof the Word of 
the Lon came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would 
accompliſh ſeventy years in the deſolations of ſeruſalem. 

And I ſet my face unto the Loxp Gop to ſeek by 
prayer and ſupplications, with faſting, and ſackcloth, 
and aſhes : 

And I prayed unto the Loxp my Gop, and made my 
confeſſion, and ſaid, O Loxrp, the great and dreadful 
Gop, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love 
him, and to them that keep his commandments ; 

We have finned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by depart- 
ing from thy precepts and from thy judgments. 

Neither have we hearkened unto thy ſervants the pro- 
phets, which ſpake in thy name to our kings, our princes, 
and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 

O Lord, righteouſneſs belongeth unto thee, but unto 
us confuſion of faces, as at this day; to the men of Ju- 
dah, and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and unto all 
Iſrael, that are near, and that are afar off, through all 
the countries whither thou haſt driven them becauſe of 
their treſpaſs that they have treſpaſſed againſt thee. 

O Lon, to us belongeth confuſion of face, to our 
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe we 
have finned againſt thee. - 

To the Loxp our Gop belong mercies and forgive- 
neſſes, though we have rebelled againſt him; neither 
have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our Gop, to walk 
in his laws which he ſet before us by his fervants the 
prophets, 

Yea, all Iſrael have tranſ NY thy law, even by de- 
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parting that they might not obey thy voice : therefore 
the curſe is poured upon us, and the oath that is written 
in the law of Moſes, the ſervant of Gop, becauſe we 
have ſinned againſt him. 

And he hath confirmed his words which he ſpake 
againſt us, and againſt our judges that judged us, by 
bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole 
heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon Je- 
ruſalem. 

As it is written in the law of Moſes, all this evil is 
come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before the 
Loxp our Gop, that we might turn from our iniquities, 
and underſtand thy truth. 

Therefore hath the Loxp watched upon the evil, and 
brought it upon us: for the Loxp our Gop is righteous 
in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not 
his voice. 

And now, O Lonp our Gor, that haſt brought thy 
people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty 
hand, and haſt gotten thee renown as at this day; we 
have finned, we have done wickedly. 

O Lox, according to all thy righteouſneſs, I beſeech 
thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from 
thy city Jeruſalem, thy holy mountain: becauſe for our 
ſins and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jeruſalem 
and thy people are become a reproach to all that are 
about us. 

Now therefore, O our Gor, hear the prayer of hs 
ſervant, and his ſupplications, and cauſe thy face to 
ſhine upon thy ſanctuary that is deſolate, for the Lord's 
ſake. | 

O my Gon, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine 
eyes, and behold our deſolations, and the city which is 
called by thy name: for we do not preſent our ſuppli- 

cations 


1 
cations before thee for our righteouſneſſes, but for thy 
great mercies. 

O Loxy, hear, O hee forgive; O Lomp, hearken, 
and do; defer not, for thine own ſake, O my Gop: 
for thy city and thy people are called by thy name. 

And whiles I was ſpeaking, and praying, and confeſſ- 
ing my fin, and the fin of my people Iſrael, and preſent- 
ing my ſupplication before the Logp my Gop for the 
holy mountain of my Gop ; 

Yea, whiles I was ſpeaking in prayer, even the man 
Gabriel whom I had ſeen in the viſion at the beginning, 

being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, touched me about the time 
of the evening oblation. | 

And he informed me, and talked with me, and ſaid, 
O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee {kill and 
underſtanding. | 

At the beginning of thy ſupplications the command- 
ment came forth, and I am come to ſhew thee; for thou 
art greatly beloved : therefore underſtand the matter, 
and conſider the viſion. 

Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and 

upon thy holy city, to fimſh the tranſgreſſion, and to 
make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and 
to ſeal up the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the 
moſt Holy. 

Know therefore and underſtand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to reſtore and to build Jeru- 

ſalem unto Meſſiah the prince ſhall be ſeven weeks, and 
threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreet ſhall be built again, 
and the wall, even in troublous times. 

And after threeſcore and two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be 
cut off, but not for himſelf; and the people of the 
prince that ſhall come ſhall deſtroy the city and the 

ſanctuary; 
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fanctuary; and the end thereof ſhall be with a flood, 
and unto the end of the war deſolations are determined. 

And he ſhall confirm the covenant with many for one 
week? and in the midſt of the week he ſhall cauſe the 
ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, and for the over- 
ſpreading of abominations he ſhall make it defolate, even 
until the conſummation, and that determined ſhall be 
poured upon the deſolate, | 


ANNOTATIONS Axp REFLECTIONS. 


Daniel computing that the ſeventy years of Judah's 
captivity, foretold by Jeremiah, were now drawing to a 
concluſion, offered the foregoing prayer for their reſto- 
ration, In reward for his piety, the Logp graciouſly 
vouchſafed to reveal to him by the Augel Gabriel, his 
purpoſes reſpecting the duration of the Jewiſh ſtate after 
its reſtoration, This prophecy relates to the Meſſiah, 
and will be explained in a following part of the hiſtory. 

About two years after Daniel's miraculous deliverance 
from the den of lions, Darius died, and Cambyſes, king 
of Perſia, being alſo dead, Cyrus returned, and took upon 
him the government of the whole Perſian empire. 


SECTION LXI. 
THE CONTINUATION or THE REIGN OF CYRUS—THE 
RETURN or THE CAPTIVE JEWS TO JERUSALEM. 
From Ezra, Chap. i. ii. 

Now in the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia, that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Loxp ſtirred up the ſpirit of Cyrus king of 
Perfia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his 
kingdom, and put it alſo in writing, ſaying, 

Thus faith Cyrus king of Perſia, The Loxp Gon of 

| heaven 
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heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; 
and he hath charged me to build him an houſe at Jeru- 
.falem which is in Judah. 

Who is there among you of all his people? his Go p is 
with him, and let him go up to Jeruſalem which is in 
Judah, and build the houſe of the Loxp Gop of Iſrael 
(he is the Gop) which is in Jeruſalem. 

And whoſoever remaineth in any place where he ſo- 
journeth, let the men of his place help him with filver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beaſts, beſides 
the free-will-offering for the houſe on Gop that is in Je- 
ruſalem, | 

Then roſe up the chief of the fathers of Judah ſt 
Benjamin, and the prieſts and the Levites, with all them 
whoſe ſpirit Gop had raiſed to go up, to build the houſe 
of the Loxp which is in Jeruſalem. 

And all they that were about them ſtrengthened their 

hands with veſſels of ſilver, with gold, with goods, and 
with beaſts, and with precious things, beſides all that 
was willingly offered. 

Alſo Cyrus the king brought forth the veſſels of the 
houſe of the Lon, which Nebuchadnezzar had brought 
forth out of Jeruſalem, and had _ them in the houſe 
of his gods; | 

Even thoſe did Cyrus king of Perſia bring forth by 
the hand of Mithredath the treaſurer, and numbered them 
unto Shethbazzar the prince of Judah. 

All the veſſels of gold, and of filver, were five thouſand 
and four hundred. All theſe did Sheſhbazzar bring up 
with them of the captivity that were brought up from 
Babylon unto Jeruſalem, 

Now theſe are the children of the province that went 
up out of the captivity, of thoſe which had been carried 


| "IA whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried 
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carried away unto Babylon, and came again unto Jeru- 
ſalem and Judah, every one unto his city; which, came 
with Zerubbabel : Jeſhua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, 
Mordecai, Bilſhan, Miſpar, Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. 

The whole congregation together was forty and two 
thouſand three hundred and threeſcore. 

Beſides their ſervants and their maids, of whom there 
were ſeyen thouſand three hundred thirty and ſeven ; 
and there were among them two hundred finging-men 
and ſinging-women. 

Their horſes were ſeven hundred thirty and fix; their 
mules, two hundred forty and five; their camels, four 
hundred thirty and five; their aſſes, fix thouſand ſeven 
hundred and twenty. 

And ſome of the chief of the fathers, when they came 
to the houſe of the Loxp which is at Jeruſalem, offered 
freely for the houſe of Gop to ſet it up in his place. 

They gave after their ability unto the treaſure of the 
work, threeſcore and one thouſand drams of gold, and 
five thouſand pounds of filver, and one hundred prieſts 
garments, 

So the prieſts and the Levites, and ſome of the people, 
and the fingers, and the porters, and the Nethinims, 
dweltin their cities, and all Iſrael in their cities, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The ſeventy years captivity was now expired, and we 
may conclude, that the decree of Cyrus in favour of the 
Jews was obtained by Daniel ; who, to induce the king 
to grant his requeſt, it is likely had ſhewn him the pro- 
phecy of Iſaiah, in which he is expreſsly named one 
hundred and fifty years before he was born *. It is alſo 
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probable, that Cyrus, when he ſaw in his journey into 
Syria ſo large a country as Judea lying waſte and de- 
ſolate, was moved with a defire to ! it; and who 
ſo proper as its former inhabitants? 

As ſoon as.Cyrus had iflued his decree, we find num- 
bers of Jews aſſembled; their chief leaders were Zerub- 
babel the ſon of Salathiel, the ſon of Jehoiachin king of 
Judah, and Jeſhua the ſon of Jozadek the high-prieſt. 
Not only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but rem- 
nants of the ten tribes who had been carried away by 
Tiglath-Pileſar, Salmaneſar, and Eflarhaddon, till re- 
tained the worſhip of Gop ; theſe, therefore, gladly took 
advantage of Cyrus's decree, for it extended not to Ju- 
au only, but'zo all the houſe of I8RABL. 


SECTION LXII. 


CONCLUSION OF THE REIGN OF CYRUS— THE FOUN=- 
_ . DATION OF THE TEMPLE LAID AT JERUSALEM, 


From Ezra, Chap. iii. 


* when the ſeventh month was come, and the 
children of Iſrael were in the cities, the people gathered 
themſelves together as one man to Jeruſalem. 

Then ſtood up Jeſhua the ſon of Jozadek, and his 
brethren the prieſts, and Zerubbabel the ſon of Sheal- 
tiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the Gop 
of Iſrael, to offer butnt-offerings thereon, as it is writ- 
ten in the law of Moſes the man of Gop. a 

And they ſet the altar upon bis baſes; (for fear was 
upon them becauſe of the people of thoſe countries:) 
and they offered burnt. offerings thereon unto the Lozp, 

even burnt- offerings morning and evening, 

They kept alſo the feaſt of tabernacles, as it is writ- 


ten, and offered the daily burnt-offerings by number, 
according 


. 
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according to the cuſtom, as the duty of every day re- 
quired : 
And afterward offered the continual burnt- offering, 


both of the new moons and of all the ſet feaſts of the 


Lok, that were conſecrated ; and of every one that 
willingly offered a free-will-offering unto the Lok. 
From the firft day of the ſeventh month began they 


to offer burnt offerings unto the Loxp. But the foun- 


dation of the temple of the Loxp was not yet laid. 

They gave money alſo unto the maſons, and to the 
carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of 
Sidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from 
Lebanon to the ſea of Joppa; according to the grant 
that they had of Cyrus king of Perſia. 

Now in the ſecond year of their coming unto the 
houſe of Gop at Jeruſalem, in the ſecond month, began 
Zerabbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and Jeſhua the ſon of 
Jozadek, and the remnant of their brethren, the prieſts 
and the Levites, and all they that were come out of the 
captivity unto Jeruſalem ; and appointed the Levites, 
from twenty years old and upwards, to ſet forward the 
work of the houſe of the Lok. 

Then ſtood Jeſhua with his ſons and his brethren, 
Kadmiel and his ſons, the ſons of Judah together, to 
ſet forward the workmen in the houſe of Gop: the 
ſons of Henadad, with their ſons and their brethren the 
Levites. 

And when the builders laid the foundation of the 
Temple of the Lon, they ſet the prieſts in their apparel 
with trumpets, and the Levites the ſons of Aſaph with 
cymbals to praiſe the Lorp, after the ordinance of Da- 
vid king of Iſracl. 

And they ſung together by courſe, in praiſing and 
giving thanks unto the Lon p; becauſe he is good, for 
his 
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his mercy endureth for ever towards Iſrael, And all 
the people ſhouted with a great ſhout when they praiſed 
the Lon, becauſe the dation of the us of the 
Lonp was laid. 

But many of the prieſts and Levites, and chief of the 
fathers, who were ancient men that had ſeen the firſt 
houſe when the foundation of this houſe was laid be- 
fore their eyes, wept with a * voice; and many 
ſhouted aloud for joy. 

So that the people could not diſcern the noiſe of the 
ſhout of joy from the noiſe of the weeping of the peo- 
ple: for the people ſhouted with a loud ſhout, and the 
noiſe was heard afar off. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 


It required time to collect materials, and engage 
workmen; therefore the firſt year was employed in theſe 
neceſſary preparations; but early in the ſecond, the 
foundation of the temple was laid, which was done with 
great ſolemnity. It is ſuppoſed, that during the time 
that the Temple was building, a Tabernacle was ſet up, 

as in the days of David. 

While the Jews were carrying on the work, the Sa- 
maritans, who were planted in ſeveral cities of Iſrael in 
the room of the Iſraelites, whom Shalmanezer, king of 
Aſſyria, carried away captive, deſired to join with them 
in the work; but neither the governors nor chiefs of 
the families of Ifrael would conſent,” apprehenfive that 
they were no better than idolators, notwithſtanding 
they profeſſed to worſhip the Gop of” 1/rael. This re- 
fuſal exaſperated the Samaritans, who did their utmoſt 
to obſtruct the work; and though. they could not alter 
the decree of Cyrus, yet, by bribing his miniſters, they, 
in a great meaſure, defeated its effect; ſo that for ſe- 
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veral years the building went on but ſlowly. Theſe 
diſputes gave rie to that emnity which afterwards ſub- 
ſiſted between the Jews and Samaritans. 

It is ſuppoied, that on this occaſion Daniel gave him- 
ſelf up to prayer, and had ſome of thoſe wonderful 
vifions which are found among his prophecies; and it 
is thought he died ſoon after. The character of this 


good man is fully diſplayed in the account of his life ; 


from whence it appears, that he was univerſally eſteem- 
ed and renowned for his amiable diſpoſition; he devoted 
his heart to Gop in his youth, and obtained the bleſſing 
of the Loxy, who, from a captive, made him a prince, 
and diſtinguiſhed him with his Divine favour to the laſt, 

By the death of Daniel, the Jews having loſt a power- 
ful advocate in the Perſian court, their enemies took 
advantage of them, and ſucceeded in ſome of their de- 
ſigns againſt them ; but as the people were able to work, 
and had the aſſiſtance of the Zidonians in reſpe& to la- 
bour and materials, they proceeded, though not with 
ſuch expedition as they would have done if the decree 
of the king of Perſia had been allowed to have its full 
influence. | 

In the ſeventh year after the reſtoration of the Jews 
died Cyrus, their great benefactor, having reigned, from 
his firſt taking on him the command of the Perſian and 
Median armies, thirty years; from his taking of Baby- 
lon, nine years; and from being ſole monarch of the 
Eaſt, after the death of his uncle Darius, ſeven years; 
being at the time of his death ſeventy years old, It is 
ſaid of this prince that, when on his death-bed, he called 
his family and friends about him, and expreſſed his hope 
of the immortality of the ſoul *. _ 
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We have ſeen the full completion of the prophecies | 


reſpecting the Babylonian empire. Let us now read 


what Daniel particularly foretold reſpecting the nt 


monarchies which were to ſucceed it. 


5 ' SECTION 1 LXII. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE PROPHECY. OF DANIEL. 


From Chap. xxi. 


Is the third year of Cyrus king of Perſia, a thing was 
revealed unto Daniel, whoſe name was called Belteſhaz- 

zar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was 

long: and he underſtood the —_ and had anderfiand- 

ing of the viſion. 

In thoſe days 1 Daniel was mourning three full weeks. 
I ate no pleaſant bread, neither came fleſh nor wine 


in my mouth, neither did I anoint myſelf at all, till 


three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

And in the font and twentieth day of the firſt month, 
as I was by the fide of the great river which is Hidde- 
kel; then TI lift up mine eyes, and looked, and behold, a 
certain man clothed in linen, whoſe loins were girded 
with fine gold of Uphaz: 

His body alſo was like the beryl, and his face as the 
appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of fire, 
and his arms and his feet like in colour to poliſhed braſs, 
and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude. 

And I Daniel alone ſaw the viſion: for the men that 


were with me ſaw not the viſion ; but a great quaking 


fell upon them, ſo that they fled to hide themſelves. 
Therefore I was left alone, and ſaw this great viſion, 

and there remained no ſtrength in me: for my comeli- 

neſs was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no 


ſtrength. 
Let 
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vet heard I the voice of his words: and when 1 heard 
the voice of his words, then was I in a deep ſleep on my 
face, and my face toward the ground, , 

And behold, an hand touched me, which ſet me upon 
my knees, and upon the palms of my hands, 

And he ſaid unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly be- 
loved, underſtand the words that I ſpeak unto thee, and 
ſtand upright; for unto thee am I now ſent. And when 
he had ſpoken this word unto me, I ſtood trembling. | 

Then ſaid he unto me, Fear not, Daniel : for from the 
firſt day that thou didft ſet thine heart to underſtand, 
and to chaflen thyſelf before thy Gop, thy words were 


heard, and I am come for thy words. 
But the prince of the kingdom of Perſia withſtood 1 me 


one and twenty days: but lo, Michael one of the chief 
princes came to help me; and I remained there with the 


kings of Perſia, 
Now I am come to make thee underſtand what ſhall 


befal thy people i in the latter days; for FR. the viſion is 


for many days. 
And when he had ſpoken ſuch words unto me, I ſet 


my. face toward the ground, and I became dumb. 

And behold, one like the ſimilitude of the ſons of men 
touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, .and ſpake, 
and ſaid unto him that ſtood before me, O my lord, by 
the viſion my ſorrows are turned upon me, and I _— 


retained no ſtrength, 

For how can the ſervant of this my lord talk with this 
my lord? for as for me, ſtraightway there remained no 
ſtrength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 

Then there came again and touched me one like the 
appearance of a man, and he'ſtrengthened me, and ſaid, 
O man greatly beloved, fear not; peace be unto thee be 
ſtrong, yea, be ſtrong. And when he had ſpoken unto 
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me, I was ftrengthened, and ſaid, Let my lord ſpeak : 
for thou haſt ſtrengthened me, | 

Then ſaid he, Knoweſt thou wherefore I come unto 
thee? and now will I return to fight with the prince of 
Perſia; and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of 
Grecia ſhall come. 7 
But I will ſhew thee that which is noted in the ſcrip- 
ture of truth: and there is none that holdeth with me 
in theſe things but Michael your prince. 

Alſo J in the firſt year of Darius the Mede, even 1 
ſtood to confirm and to ſtrengthen him. 

And now will I ſhew thee the truth, Behold, there 
ſhall ſtand up yet three kings in Perſia, and the fourth 
ſhall be far richer than they all : and by his firength 

through his riches he ſhall ftir up all againſt the realm 

of Grecia. 

And a mighty king ſhall ſtand up, that ſhall rule with 
great dominion, and do according to his will. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


From thedeſcription given of the glorious perſon who 
appeared to Damel, we may judge that He could be no 
other than the Loxp Gop. From theſe prophecies we 
may judge, that He was at all times the image of the 
mmvi/ible Gor, though concealed from mortal eyes, on 
account of their unworthineſs to behold Him. How 
graciouſly did the Loxp encourage and ſtrengthen 
Daniel, aſſuring him alſo, that He ordered all things, 
though the wonders of His providence were concealed Wi 
þ beneath the veil of natural cauſes. The prophecies in [ 

this ſection were gradually completed. 
After Cyrus, the founder of the Perſian empire, there 
were twelve ſucceſſive monarchs, Campyses, SMerRDis C 
Macvs, Darius HrsTasees, XERXES the firſt, An- 
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TAxERxEs LONGIMANUS, XERXES the ſecond, SoGdra- 
nus, Darius Nornus, ARTAXERXES M8tmon, An- 
TAxXerxts Ochus, Arsss, and Darivs Copomanus, 

We will now go back to the hiſtory of the Jews after 
the death of Cyras, under the reign of his ſon Cam- 


byſes. 5 
| ih being of a very different diſpoſition from 
his father, the enemies of the Jews addreſſed themſelves 
to him, in order to prevail with him to ſtop the building 
of the Temple; but it ſeems he had too much reſpect 
for the memory of his father, to be induced publicly to 
revoke his decree; however, he defeated in a great 
meaſure the defign of it, by ſeveral diſcouragements, ſo 
that it went on very ſlowly in his days. | 
The next king was SMERD1s, who is called in Scrip- 
ture Artaxerxes. As ſoon as he was ſettled on the 
throne, the Samaritans endeavoured to prejudice him 
againſt the Jews, as related in the following ſection. 


SECTION LXIV. 


THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS AND SAMARITANS 
DURING THE REIGNS OF ARTAXERXES 
AND DARIUS HYSTASPES, 


From Ezra, Chap. iv. v. vi. 


AxD in the days of Artaxerxes, the Samaritans wrote 
letters unto the king. This is the copy of the letter 
that they ſent unto him, eyen unto Artaxerxes the 
king; Thy ſervants the men on this fide of the river and 
at ſuch a time. | 

Be it known unto the. king, that the Jews which 
came up from thee to us are come unto Jeruſalem, build- 
ing the rebellious and the bad city, and have ſet up the 
Walls thereof, and joined the foundations, 
| L2 Be 
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Be it known now unto the king, that if this city be 
- huilded, and the walls ſet up again, then will they not 
pay toll, tribute, and. cuſtom, and ſo wilt thou endamage 
the revenue of the kings. 

No becauſe we have maintenance Page the king's 

palace, and it was not meet for us to ſee the king's diſ- 

honour; therefore have we ſent and certified the king. 

That ſearch may be made in the book of the records 
of thy fathers : ſo ſhalt thou find in the book of the re- 
cords, and know that this city is a rebellious city, and 
hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have 
moved ſedition within the ſame of old time: for which 
cauſe was this city deſtroyed. 

We certify the king, that if this city be builded again, 
and the walls thereof ſet up, by this means thou thalt 
| have no portion on this fide the river, 

Then ſent the king this anſwer : The letter which ye 
ſent.unto us hath been plainly read before me. 

And I commanded, and fearch hath been made, and 
it is found that this city of old time hath made infur- 
rection againſt kings, and that rebellion and ſedition have 
been made therein. 

There have been mighty kings alſo over Jeruſalem, 
which have ruled over all countries beyond the river; 
and toll, tribute, and cuſtom, was paid unto them. 

Give ye now commandment to cauſe theſe men to 
ceaſe, and that this city be not builded, until another 
commandment ſhall be given from me. 

Take heed now that ye fail not to do this : why ſhould 
damage grow to the hurt of the kings? 

Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes' letter was 
read before Rehum and Shimſhai the ſcribe, and their 
companions, they went up in haſte to Jeruſalem unto the 
Jews, and made them to ceaſe by force and power. 

| ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS, 
Artaxerxes continued but eight months on the throne, 
After his death, Dar1vus, the fon of Hyſtaſpes, a noble 
Perfian, who had followed Cyrus in all his wars, was 
raiſed to the throne. Although by the death of Ar- 
taxerxes, his edit for ſtopping the building of the 
Temple was now at an end, yet the Jews, neglecting 
to reſume the work, Gop ſmote the land with bar- 
renneſs: but in the ſecond year of Darius, they were 
informed by the prophet Haggai of the cauſe of this 
judgment, and exhorted to their duty. 


SECTION IXV. 
THE PROPHECY OF HAGGAT. 


From Chap. i. ii. 


Is the focond year of Darius the Ling, in the fixth- 
month, in the firſt day of the month, came the word of 
the Loxp by Haggai the prophet unto Zerubbabel the 
ſon of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and to Joſhua the 
ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt, ſaying; | 

Thus ſpeaketh the Loxp of hoſts, ſaying, This people 
ſay, The time is not come, the time that the Lond's 
houſe ſhould be built. | 

Then came the word of the Loxp by Haggai the pro- 
phet, ſaying, Is it time for you, Oye! to dwell in n your, 
cieled houſes, and this houſe lie waſte? * -* 

Now therefore thus ſaith the Loxp of hoſts; Con- 
ſider your ways. | 

Go up to the mountain, . bring wood, and build 
the houſe; and I will take pleaſure i in it, and I will be 
glorified, ſaith the Loxp. | 
L3 | Ye 
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Ye looked for much, and lo, it came to little; and 
when ye brought it home, I did blow upon it. Why? 
faith the Lonxp of hoſts, Becauſe of mine houſe that 
is waſte, and ye run every man unto his own houſe. 

Therefore the heaven over you is ſtayed from dew, 
and the earth is ſtayed from her fruit. 

And I called for a drought upon the land, and upon 
the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the new 
wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the ground 
bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cattle, and 14 
on all the labour of the hands. 


Then Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and Joſhua the 


ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt, with all the remnant of 
the people, obeyed the voice of the Loxp their Gop, 
and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Loxo their 
Gop had ſent him; and the people did fear before the 


Loxp. 
Fhen ſpake Haggai the Lonb's meſſenger in the 


Lonp's meſſage unto the yy ſaying, I am with you, 


faith the Loy, 
And the Lox ſtirred up the ſpirit of Zerubbabel the 


ſon of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and the ſpirit of Jo- 
ſhua the ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt, and the ſpirit 
of all the remnant of the people; and they came and 
did work in the houſe of the Loxp of hoſts my 


Gon ; 


the ſecond year of Darius the king. 

In the ſeventh month, in the one and twentieth day 
of the month, came the word of the Lond by the pro- 
phet Haggai, ſaying, Speak now to Zerubbabel the ſon 
of Shealtiel governor of Judah, and to Joſhua the fon of 
Joſedech the high prieft, and to the reſidue of the peo- 
ple, 10 wg, 


Who 


In the four and twentieth day of the auth 255 in 
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Who is left among you that ſaw this houſe in her 
firſt glory? and how do ye ſee it now? is it not in your 
eyes in compariſon of it as nothing? 

Yet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the Lonp 5 
and be ſtrong, O Joſhua ſon of Joſedech the high prieſt: 
and be ftrong, all ye people of the land, faith the Lonp, 
and work: for I am with you, ſaith the Lonxp of hoſts: 

According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when ye came out of Egypt, ſo my ſpirit remaineth 
among you : fear ye not. 

For thus faith the Lord of hoſts; yet once, it is a 
little while, and I will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, 
and the ſea, and the dry land; 

And I will ſhake all nations, and the defire of all na- 
tions ſhall come: and I will fill this houſe with glory, 
ſaith the Lon of hoſts, 

The filyer is mine, and the gold is mine, ſaith the 
Lorp of hoſts, 

The glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater than of 
the former, ſaith the Lozp of hoſts: and in this place 
will I give peace, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


This prophecy is in ſuch very plain language, that it 
needs no comment. One thing, however, is particularly 
worthy of obſervation, viz. that thoſe pions people, 
whoſe zeal for the honour of the Loxp made them melt 
into tears when they recollected the ſplendor of the for- 
mer Temple, were comforted with an aſſurance, that the 
glory of the ſecond Temple ſhould exceed that of the 
firſt, The accompliſhment of this prophecy will be 
ſhewn in a future part of this hiſtory. 


* 
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| SECTION LXVI. 
PART OF THE PROPHECIES OF ZECHARIAH AND HAGGAT, 


From Zech. Chap, 1.—Hag. Chap. i. ii. 


Ix the eighth month, in the ſecond year of Darius, 
came the word of the Loxp unto Zechariah the ſon of 
Barachiah, the ſon of Iddo the prophet, ſaying, The 
Loxp bath been fore diſpleaſed with your fathers, 

Therefore ſay thou unto them, Thus ſaith the Lony 
of hoſts ; Turn ye unto me, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, and 
I will turn unto you, ſaith the Loxp of hoſts. 

Be not as your fathers unto whom the former pro- 
phets have cried, ſaying, Thus ſaith the Loup of hoſts ; 
Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil 
doings; but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, 
faith the Lorp. 

Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, do 


they live for ever? 
But my words and my ſtatutes, which I commanded 


my ſervants the prophets, did they not take hold of your 
fathers? and they returned, and ſaid, Like as the Loxp 
of hoſts thought to do unto us, according to our ways 
and according to our doings, ſo bath he dealt with us. 

In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month, in 
the ſecond year of Darius, came the word of the Loxp 
by Haggai, the prophet, ſaying, Thus faith the Lorp of 
hoſts; Aſk now the prieſts concerning the law, ſaying, 
If one bear holy fleſh in the ſkirt of his garment, and 
with bis ſkirt do touch bread, or pottage, or wine, or 
dil, or any meat, ſhall it be holy? And the prieſts an- 

ſwered and ſaid, No. 


Then ſaid Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead 
| body 
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ody touch any of theſe, ſhall it be unclean ? And the 
prieſts anſwered and ſaid, It ſhall be unclean. 

Then anſwered Haggai, and ſaid, So is this people, 
and ſo is this nation before me, ſaith the Lonxp, and fo 
is every work of their hands: and that which they offer 
there is unclean. 

And now, I pray you, conſider from this day and up- 
ward, from before a ſtone was laid _ a ſtone in the 
temple of the Lok: 

Since thoſe days where when one came to an heap of 
twenty meaſures, there were but ten: when one came 
to the preſs-fat for to draw fifty veſſels out of the preſs, 
there were but twenty. 

I ſmote you with blaſting, and with mildew, and with 
hail, in all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned not 
to me, ſaith the Lokp. 

Conſider now from this day and upward, from the 
four and twentieth day of the ninth month, even from 
the day that the foundation of the Lorp's temple was 
laid, conſider it. i 

Is the ſeed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine, and 
the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive tree, 
hath not brought forth: from this day will I bleſs you. 

And again the word of the Loxp came unto Haggai 
in the four and twentieth day of the month, ſaying, 
Speak to Zerubbabel gorernor of Judah, ſaying, I will 
ſhake the heavens and the earth; 

And I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms, and 
I will deftroy the ſtrength of the kingdoms of the hea- 
then; and I will overthrow the chariots, and thoſe that 
ride in them; and the horſes and their riders ſhall come 
down, every one by the ſword of his brother: 

In that day, faith the Loxp of hoſts, will T take thee, 


O Zerubbabel my ſervant, the ſon of Shealtiel, ſaith the 
L5 Lok, 
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Loxp; and will make thee as a fignet : for I have choſen 
thee, ſaith the Lon of bofts. 

Thus the prophets Haggai, and Zechariah the ſon of 
Iddo, prophefied unto the Jews that were in Judah and 
Jeruſalem in the name of the Gop of Iſrael, even unto 
them, 

Then roſe up Zerubbabel the ſon of Shealtiel, and 
Joſhua the ſon of Joſedech, and began to build the houſe . 
of Gop which is at Jeruſalem : and with them were the 
prophets of Goo helping them. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 1 


The Jews, thus reproved and encouraged, ſoon ſet 

about the building again, under the Divine favour and 

protection. How merciful and gracious was the Lorp 
in all his diſpenſations, towards his people Iſrael ! 


* 


SECTION LXVII. 
CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS, : 
From Ezra, Chap. v. vi. 


Ar the ſame time came to them Tatnai, governor on 
this fide the river, and Shetharboznai, and their com- 
panions, and ſaid thus unto them, Who hath command- ? 
ed you to build this houſe, and to make up this wall ? = 
Then ſaid we unto them after this manner, What are 1 

the names of the men that make this building ? . 
| : But the eye of their Gop was upon the elders of the | 
| Jews, that they could not cauſe them to ceaſe, till the 
| matter came to Darius: and then they returned anſwer 
| by letter concerning this matter. 
| | The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor on this | 
| | fide 
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fide the river, and Shetharboznai, and his companions 
the Apharſachites, which 'were on this fide the river, 
ſent unto Darius the king. 

They ſent a letter unto him, wherein was written 
thus; Unto Darius the king, all peace. 

Be it known unto the king, that we went into the 
province of Judea, to the houſe of the great Gop, which 
is builded with great ſtones, and timber is laid in the 
walls, and this work goeth faſt on, and proſpereth in 
their hands. 

Then aſked we thoſe elders, and ſaid unto them 2 
Who commanded you to build this houſe, and to make 
up theſe walls? 

We aſked their names alſo to certify thee, that we 
might write the names of the men that were the chief 
of them. | | 

And thus they returned us anſwer, ſaying, We are 
the ſervants of the Gop of heaven and earth, and build 
the houſe that was builded theſe many years ago, which a 
great king of Iſrael builded and ſet up. | 

But after that our fathers had provoked the Gop of 
heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of Ne- 
buchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, who- 
deſtroyed this t and carried the people away into 
Babylon. 

But in the firſt year of * the king of Babylon, 
the ſame king Cyrus made a decree to build this houſe 
of Gop. 

And the veſſels alſo of gold and filver of the houſe of 
Gop, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the temple 
that was in Jeruſalem, and brought them into the tem- 


ple of Babylon, thoſe did Cyrus the king take out of the 


temple of Babylon, and they were delivered uato one, 
whoſe name was Sheſhbazzar, whom he had. made go- 


vernor: 
L 6 And 
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And faid unto him, Take theſe veſſels, go, carry thei 
Into the temple that is in Jeruſalem, and oe the houſe 
of Gop be builded in his place. 

Then came the ſame Sheſhbazzar, and laid the foun- 
dation of the houſe of Gop which is in Jeruſalem : and 
fince that time even until now, hath it been in building, 
and yet it is not finiſhed. 

Now therefore, if it ſeem good to the king, let there 
be ſearch made in the king's treaſure houſe, which is 
there at Babylon, whether it be ſo, that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build this houſe of Gop at 
Jeruſalem, and let the king ſend his pleaſure to us con- 
cerning this matter. 

Then Darius the king made a decree, and ſearch was 
made in the houſe of the rolls, where the treaſures were 
laid up in Babylon, 

And there was found at Achmetha, in the EY that 
is in the province of the Medes, a roll, and therein was 
a record thus written : 

In the firſt year of Cyrus the king, the ſame Cyrus 
the king made a decree concerning the houſe of Gop at 
Jeruſalem, Let the houſe be builded, the place where 
they offered ſacrifices, and let the foundations thereof be 
ſtrongly laid; the height thereof threefcore cubits, and 
the breadth thereof threeſcore cubits; with three rows of 
great ſtones, and a row of new timber: and let the ex- 
pences be given out of the king's houſe. | 
And alſo let the golden and filyer veſſels of the houſe 
of Gop, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the 
temple which is at Jeruſalem, and brought unto Baby- 
Jon, be reſtored, and brought again unto the temple 
which is at Jeruſalem, every one to his place, and place 
them in the houſe of Gop. 


Now PN Tatnai governor beyond the river, 
3 
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Shethar-boznai, and your companions the Apharſachies, 
which are beyond the river, be ye far from thence : 

Let the work of this houſe of Gop alone: let the go- 
vernor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this 
houſe of Gop in his place. | 

Moreover, I make a decree what ye ſhall do to the 
elders of theſe Jews for the building of this houſe of 
Gop : that of the king's goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the nver, forthwith expences be given unto theſe 
men, that they be not hindered. 

And that which they have need of, both young bul- 
locks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings of - 
the Gop of heaven, wheat, ſalt, wine, and oil, according 
to the appointment of the prieſts which are at Jeruſalem, 
let it be given them day by day without fail: 

That they may offer ſacrifices of ſweet favours unto 
the Gop of heaven, and pray for the life of the king, 
and of his ſons. 

Alſo I have made a decree, that whoſoever ſhall alter 
this word, let timber be pulled down from his houſe, and 
being ſet up, let him be hanged thereon: and let his 
houſe be made a dunghill for this. 

And the Gop that hath cauſed his name to dwell I there, 
deſtroy all kings and people that ſhall put to their hand 
to alter and to deſtroy this houſe of Gop which is at Je- 
ruſalem. I Darius have made a decree: let it be done 
with ſpeed. 

Then Tatnai, governor on this ſide the river, © Shethar- 
boznai, and their companions, according to that which 
Darius the king had ſent, ſo they did ſpeedily. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Tatnai was governor of Paleſtine under the king of 


Perſia, 
: Darius 
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Darius ſeems to have had a very-exalted idea of the 
Loxp Gop. The publithing of this decree completed the 
reſtoration of the Jewiſh ſtate, from the deſtruction of 
which, by the burning of the city and temple by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, was exactly ſeventy years, as the prophet 
Jeremiah had foretold. They were now in a much better 
ſtate than they had lately been in Babylon; but very in- 
ferior to the former glory of the kingdom of Iſrael. They 
had now no king, yet the ſceptre remained in the tribe 
of Judah, for Zerubbabel their governor was lineally 
| deſcended from David; and they had ſtill prophets to 
| direct and comfort them. 


SECTION ILIXVIII. 


TRR PEOPLE ENQUIRE OF THE LORD CONCERNING THEIR 
FASTING, AND ARE REPROVED BY ZECHARIAH. 


From Zechariah, Chap. vii. 


Ay it came to paſs in the fourth year of king Darius, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto Zechariah in the 
fourth day of the ninth month, even in Chiſleu; 

When they had ſent unto the houſe of Gop Sherezer 
and Regem-melech and their men, to pray before the 
Lord; and to ſpeak unto the prieſts which were in the 
| houſe of the Lon p of hoſts, and to the prophets, ſaying, 

Should 1 weep in the fifth month, ſeparating myſelf, 
as J have done theſe many years? Then came the word 
of the Loxp of hoſts unto Zechariah, ſaying, 

Speak unto all the people of the land, and to the prieſts, 
faying, When ye fafted and mourned in' the fifth and ſe- 
venth month, even thoſe ſeventy Toy did ye at all faſt 
unto me, even to me ? 

And when ye did eat, and when 1 ye did drink, did ye 


not cat for yourſelves, and drink for yourſelves? 
7 Should 
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Should ye not hear the words which the Lonp hath 
cried by the former prophets, when Jeruſalem was in- 
habited and in proſperity, and the cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the ſouth and the plain? 

And the word of the Loxp came unto Zechariah, 
ſaying, 

Thus ſpeaketh the Lonp of hoſts, ſaying, Execute true 
judgment, and ſhew mercy and compaſſion every man to 
his brother: | 

And oppreſs not the widow, nor the fatherleſs, the 
ſtranger, nor the poor ; and let none of you imagine evil 
againſt his brother in your heart. 

But they refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the 
ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they ſhould dot 
hear. 

Vea, they made their hearts as an adamant ſtone, leſt 
they ſhould hear tlie law, and the words which the Loxp 
of hoſts hath ſent in his ſpint by the former prophets; 
therefore came a great wrath from the Lon of hoſts. 

Therefore it is come to paſs, that as he cried and they 
would not hear, ſo they cried and I would not hear, 
faith the Lorp of hoſts: 

But I ſcattered them with a whirlwind among all the 
nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was de- 
ſolate after them, that no man paſſed through nor re- 
turned : for they laid the pleaſant land deſolate. 4 


ANNOTATIONS Ax D REFLECTIONS. 

The Jews, who remained in Babylon, did not know 
whether they ſhould ſtill obſerve the ſolemn faſts which 
had been appointed on account of the deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, or not. Zechariah was commanded to take this 
opportunity of enforcing the obſervance of moral duties, 
that they might not involve themſelves in ſuch cala- 


mities as had befallen their fathers, 
SECTION 
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SECTION IXIX. 
GOD's BLESSING RESTORED. 
From Zech, Chap. viii. 


AGcain the word of the Loxp of hoſts came unto me, 
ſaying, Thus faith the Loxp of hoſts; I was jealous for 
Zion with great jealouſy, and 1 was Jeulbus op her with. 
great fury, | : 

Thus ſaith the Lokp; I am returned unto Zion, and 
will dwell in the midſt of Jeruſalem : and jerufalem ſhall 
be called, A city of truth; and the mountain of the Loxp' 
of hoſts, The holy mountain. 

Thus ſaith the Loxp'of hofts: There ſhall yet old men 
and old women dwell in the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and 
every man with his ſtaff in his hand for very age. And 
the ſtreets of the city ſhall be full of boys and girls play- 
ing in the ſtreets thereof. 

Thus faith the Loxp of hofts; If it be marvellous in 
the eyes of the remnant of this people in theſe days, 
ſhould it alſo be marvellous in mine eyes? ſaith the Lorw 
of hoſts. 

Thus faith the Lonp of hoſts; | Behold, I will ſave my 
people from the eaſt country, and from the weft country; 
and I will bring them, and they ſhall dwell in the midſt 
of Jeruſalem: and they thall be my people, and I will be 
their Gop in truth and in righteouſneſs, 

Thus faith the Lonp of hoſts; Let your hands be 
ſtrong, ye that bear in theſe days theſe words by the 
mouth of. the prophets, which were in the day that the 
foundation of the houſe of the Loxp of hoſts was laid, 
that the temple might be built. 

For before theſe days there was no hire for man, nor 


any hire for beaſt; NUT was 6 het any peace. to him 
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that went out, or came in, becauſe of the affliction : for 
I ſet all men every one againſt his neighbour. 

But now I will not be unto the reſidue of this people 
as in the former days, ſaith the Lorp of hoſts. 

For the ſeed ſhall be proſperous: the vine ſhall give 

her fruit, and the ground ſhall give her increaſe, and the 
heavens ſhall give herdew : and I will cauſe the remnant 
of this people to poſſeſs all theſe things. | 

And it ſhall come to paſs, that as ye were a curſe 
among the heathen, O houſe of Judah, and houſe of Iſ- 
rae] ; fo will I fave you, and ye ſhall be a bleſſing: fear 
not, but let your hands be ſtrong. 

For thus faith the Lonxp of hoſts, As I thought to pu- 
niſh you, when your fathers provoked me to wrath, o_ 
the Lon of hoſts, and I repented not: _ | 
So again have I thought in theſe days to do well unto 
Jeruſalem and to the houſe of Judah: fear ye not. 

Theſe are the things that ye ſhall do; Speak ye every 
man the truth to his neighbour ; execute the 9 oe 
truth and peace in your gates : 

And let none of you imagine evil in your 1150 
againſt his neighbour; and love no falſe oath : for all 
theſe are things that I hate, ſaith the Lozp, 544 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


This prophecy muſt have afforded great joy to the ſews, 


as it aſſured them not only of proſperity; but of the re- 
turning favour of the Lon D. They were now once more 
in poſſeſſion of the greateſt treaſure which any nation 
can poſſeſs, the Divine BLessIxG. It is wofthy of par- 
ticular regard, that, in order to ſecure this, the practice 
of moral duties is eſſentially neceſſary, and that without 
them ceremonial obſervances are unacceptable to the Lomp. 
In the beginning of the fifth year of Darius, the Baby- 
lonians 
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Tonians revolted from him, on account of his having re- 
moved the imperial ſeat to Shuſhan ; and they reſolved 
to ſet up a king for themſelves, and began to lay in pro 


viſions for a war. At length they broke into open rebel - 
lion, and were beſieged by Darius. Conſcious that they 


were not able to meet him in the field, they reſolved to 


maintain themſelves during a ſiege; and, that their pro- 
viſions might hold out, came to a deſperate reſolution to 
cut off the uſcleſs part of the inhabitants; and, collecting 
together the women and children, they ſtrangled them 
all, excepting only that each man was allowed to ſave 
one of his wives, and a maid ſervant to do the work of his 
houſe. The Iſraelites had been warned about two years 


before to flee out of that land, that they might be deliver- 


ed from the plagues which were coming on it; and there 
is great reaſon to ſuppoſe that they did ſo. Darius, in about 
a year and eight months, took Babylon; and, as ſoon as 
he was maſter of the place, he removed its hundred gates, 
and beat down its walls, reducing their height from two 
hundred cubits to thirty, and gave the inhabitants up for 
a ſpot! to the Perfians, who had been their ſervants, He 
impaled three thouſand of the moſt guilty, and pardoned 
the reſt. | 
It 3s to be obſerved, that the puniſiment of Babylon kept 
pace with the re/toration of Judah, according to the pro- 
phecy of Jeremiah *; and they were ſubjected to the 
Perſians in the ſame manner as they had conquered and 
ſubjected the Jews. Babylon languiſhed from this ne 


and at laſt came to utter deſolation. 


* Jer. XxV. 12, 15, 14. 
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SECTION LXX. 


THE TEMPLE AT JERUSALEM FINISHED AND DEDICATED, 


AxD the elders of the Jews builded, and they proſ- 
pered through the propheſying of Haggai the prophet, 
and Zechariah the ſon of Iddo. And they builded, and 
finiſhed the Temple, according to the commandment of 
the Gop of Iſrael; and according to the commandment of 
Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Perſia. 

And this houſe was finiſhed on the third day of the 
month of Adar, which was in the fixth year of the reign 
of Darius the king. 

And the children of Iſrael, the prieſts, and the Levites, 
aud the reſt of the children of the captivity, kept the de- 
dication of this honſe of Gop with joy, and offered at 
the dedication of this houſe of Gon an hundred bullocks, 
two hundred rams, four hundred Tambs; and for a ſin- 
offering for all Iſrael, twelve he- goats, according to 8 | 4 
number of the tribes of Iſrael. ; 

And they ſet the prieſts in their diviſions, and the Le- 8 
vites in their courſes, for the ſervice of Gop which is at 
Jeruſalem ; as it is written in the book of Moſes. | 

For the prieſts and the Levites were purified together, N 


all of them were pure, and killed the paſſover for all the 
children of the captivity, and for their brethren the 
pneſts, and for themſelves. 

And the children of Iſrael, which were come again out | 
of captivity, and all ſuch as had ſeparated themſelves 
unto them from the filthineſs of the heathen of the land, |; 
to ſeek the Loxp Gop of Iſrael, did eat. 

And the children of the captivity kept the paſſover 
upon the fourteenth day of the firſt month, 


And kept the feaſt of unleavened bread ſeven days 
| with | 
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with joy: for the Loxp had made them joyful, and 
turned the heart of the king of Perſia unto them, to 
ſtrengthen their hands in the work of the houſe of Gon, 


the Gop of Iſrael], 


ANNOTATIONS AvD REFLECTIONS. 


The Ifraclites muſt undoubtedly have felt great joy at 
the dedication of the Temple. It was not indeed in their 

power to adorn it in ſo magnificent a manner as Solo- 
mon's, nor to celebrateits dedication with ſuch number- 
leſs ſacrifices; and it wanted advantages which the firſt 
enjoyed; particularly the Toxex of ze Drvigg PresENCE, 
the Ark of the Covenant, the Unrin and Taumury, 
and the Hor Frag on the ALTar; but they had a pro- 
mile, z/hat the glory of this Temple ſhould exceed that of So- 
lomon's, It is obſeryable, that there were twelve he goats 
offered; from which we may underſtand, that ſome of a/l 
the tribes returned to Jeruſalem, though that of Judah 
being the moſt numerous, they were denominated from 
it ; and from this time ALL the EL began to be called 
Jews. 

The temple was We years in building: at the dedi- 
cation of it, the following pſalms are ſuppoſed to have . 


been ſung. 


* Praiſe ye the Lon. Praiſe the Lorn, O my ſoul, 
While I live, will J praiſe the LoxD: I will fing praiſes 
unto my GoD while T have any being. 
Put not your truſt in princes, nor in 4 en of man, in 
whom there is no held. 510 6 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth : in that 
wery day his thoughts periſh. 
Happy is he. that hath the Gop of Facob for his lets 
e e at GFA | 


*P ſalm cxlv. 7 1 3 
x i 
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Which made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that therein 
ig which keepeth truth for ever : 
Il hich executeth judgment for the oppreſſed, which grveth 
food tothe hungry. The LoRD loofeth the priſoners : 
The LokD openeth the eyes of the blind : the Loup raiſeti 
them that are bowed dium : the LORD loveth the righteous : 


The Lok preſerveth the ftrangers : He relieveth the ſu- 


therleſs and widow : but the way of the wicked he turneth 
upſide down. 

The Lox p. ſhall reign for ever, even thy Gon, O Zion, 
unto all generations, Praiſe ye the LoRD. 


* Praiſe ye the LoRD : for it is good to fing praiſes unto 
our Gop, for it is pleaſant, and praiſe is comely. 
Thel.orp doth build up Jeruſalem : he gathereth together 
the outcaſts of Iſrael. 
He healeth the broken in heart, and binteth up their 
wounds, 
He telleth the number of the flars He calleth them all by 
their names. 
Great is our LORD, and of great potwer : His underſtand- 
ing ic infinite. 
The Loup Iifteth up the meek : He cafteth the wicked 
dexon to the ground. 
Sing unto the LorD with thankſgiving : fing praiſe upon 
the harp unto our GOD: 
Who covereth the heaven with b 2 prepareth rain 
for the earth, Who maketh graſs to grow upon the mountains, 
He giveth to the beaſt us food, and to the Young ravens 
which cry. 
He delighteth not in the firength of the horſe : He taketh 
not pleaſure in the legs of a man. 
The LokD taketh pleaſure in them that fear Him, in thoſe 
that hope in His mercy. 
* Pſalm cxlvii, 
Praiſe 
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Praiſe the LorD, O Feruſalem ; praiſe thy God, O Zion. 

For He hath flrengthened the bars of thy gates He hath 
Zlaſſed thy children within thee. 

He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the 
Feſt of the wheat. 

He fſendeth forth his commandment upon earth : His word 


runneth very fifth. 
He giveth ſnow like wool : He ſcaticreth the hoar froft like 


aſhes. 
He cafteth forth /as ice like morſels : woho can land before 


His cold ? | 
He ſendeth out his word, and melteth them : He cauſeth 


His wind to blow, and the waters flow. 
He fhewet/ His word unto Jacob, His flatutes, and Iis 
judgments, unto Iſrael, 
He hath not dealt ſo with any nation: and as for His 
Judgments, they have not known them. Praiſe ye the Lonp. 


* Praiſe ye the Loxy. Praiſe ye the LoxD from the hea- 
dens: praiſe Him in the heights, 

Praife ye Him, all His angels : praiſe ye Him, all His hoſts. 

Praiſe ye Him, ſun and moons praiſe Him, all ye flars of 
tight. 

* Proif Him, ye heaven of heavens, and qe waters that be 

above the heavens. 

Let them praiſe the name of the LoRD : for he commanded, 
and they were created, 

He hath alſo flablifhed them for ever and ever: he hath 
made a decree which ſhall not paſs. 

Praiſe the Loxp from the earth, ye dragons and all he 

Fire, and hatt; ſnow, and vapours ; flormy woind fulfilling 


2 word ; 


Mountains, and all tilts ; fruitful trees, and all cedars : 
Beafts, and all cattle ; creeping things, and flying fowl : 


# Phlmcalvili, 


Kings 
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Kings of the carth, and all people; princes, aud all judges 
of the earth : | 

Both young men, and maidens : old men, and children: 

Let them praiſe the name of the LorD; for His name 
alone is excellent ; His glory is above the earth and heaven. 

He alſo exalteth the horn of His people, the praiſe of all 
His ſaints ; even of the children of 1ſracl, a people near unto 
Him. Praiſe ye the LoRD. 


Cyrus and Darius had aſſigned the tribate due to them 
from Samaria to be paid towards the building of the 
Temple, and furniſhing the Jews with ſacrifices, that ob- 
lations and prayers might be offered there for the king 
and royal family, and the welfare of the Perfian empire. 
This was a great mortification to the Samaritans, and 
they uſed their utmoſt endeavours to get rid of what 
they thought an indignity, but could not ſucceed; and, 
on pretence that the temple was firmed, they refuſed to 
let the Jews have the annual ſum any longer; on which, 
complaint was made to Darius, and the Samaritans eu- 
joined to pay it, as formerly. 

Darius, defirous of enlarging his empire, entered into 
India, and brought into ſubjection that large country; 
from which he annually received a conſiderable ſum. 
Some years after, he invaded Grxtce, but was repulſed 
with Joſs : he therefore reſolved to make an invaſion on 
it in perſon; and, notwithſtanding the Egyptians revolted 
from him, he perſiſted in his defign, but determined to 
ſend a part of his forces to reduce Egypt. Darius was 
at this time a very old man; and, as there was a conteſt 
amongſt his ſons about the ſucceſſion, he thought it neceſ- 
ſary to ſettle this point before he went on his expedition, 
and declared XRRXES his ſucceflor. When all things 
were ready for the Grecian war, Darius fell fick and died, 

; having 
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denkos reigned thirty-ſix years. He was a prince of wil⸗ 
dom, clemency, and juſtice. 

'The Divine Being, who appeared to Daniel, declared, 
that the fourth king of Perſia after his time ſhould ex- 
ceed all his predeceſſors in power and riches ; that he 
ſhould be puffed up with an idea of his grandeur, which 
would riſe to the higheſt pitch: that he would aſſemble 
all the people in his boundleſs dominions, and lead them 
on to attempt the conqueſt of Greece, This prediction 
was remarkably fulfilled. 
 Rerxes, who was the fourth king of Perſia, i in the firſt 
year of his reign, carried on the preparations for the 
Grecian war: he confirmed to the Jews all the privi- 
leges granted to them by Darius, eſpecially that of the 
tribute of Samaria, In the 2d year of his reign he ſub- 
dued the Egyptians, and reduced them to a heavier yoke 
than before, Elated with this ſucceſs, he reſolved upon 
a war with Greece, and made great preparations for it. 
Jeſhua, the high prieſt of the Jews, died about this time, 
in the fifty-third year of his prieſthood, and Jehoiakim 
his ſon ſucceeded in that office. Early in the next 
ſpring, Xerxes ſet out on his expedition againſt Greece, 
with a land army, confiſting of one million ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand foot, and eighty thouſand horſe, and a fleet 
proportionable; but, being vanquithed by Themiſtocles, 
the Athenian general, in a memorable battle at Salamis, 
he eſcaped in a ſmall fiſhing-boat, and returned home, 
leaving three hundred thouſand ſoldiers, under the com- 
mand of one of his generals, to conquer Greece; which 
army was, not longer after, entirely deſtroyed at Platea, 
by Pauſanias the Spartan. 

Xerxes, on his return home towards Shuſhan, paſſing 
through Babylon, made great devaſtation there by de- 


n their temples and images, by which he helped 
to 


— 
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to fulfil the prophecies of Jeremiah and Iſaiah, The 
gold and filver, of which the images were made, he con- 
verted to common uſes. Being at laſt wholly diſcouraged 
by his loſſes and defeats, he gave his mind entirely up 
to luxury and diſſipation, and grew into great contempt: 
with his people. Artabanes, the captain of his guards,. 
conſpired againſt him, and with the aſſiſtance of Mithri- 
dates, his chamberlain, got into the royal apartment, 
and murdered him while he ſlept in his bed. 

ARTAXERXES, one of the ſons of Xerxes, ſucceeded to 
the throne ; he is by the Greek hiſtorians called Loxer-' 
MANUS, on account of the great extent of his dominions. 
But in ſome parts of Scripture he is called AngAsURRUs, 
and we have part of his hiſtory in the Bible. 


SECTION LXXI. 
AHASUERUS MAKES A ROYAL FEAST, 
From Efther, Chap. i. 


Now it came to paſs in the days of Ahaſuerus, (this is 
Ahaſuerus which reigned from India even unto Ethiopia, 
over an hundred and ſeven and twenty provinces :) 
That in thoſe days, when the king Ahaſuerus ſat on the 
throne of bis kingdom, which was in Shuſhan the palace, 

In the third year of his reign, he made a feaſt unto all 
his princes and his ſervants; the powers of Perſia and 
Media, the nobles and princes of the provinces, being 
before him: when he ſhewed the riches of his glorious 
kingdom, and the honour of his excellent majeſty, many 
days, even an hundred and fourſcore days. 

And when thoſe days were expired, the king made a 
feaſt unto all the people that were preſent in Shuſhan the 
palace, both unto great and ſmall, ſeyen days, in the 

Voir, IV, _ 5-08; court 
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aw of the garden of the king's palace; where were 
white, green, and blue hangings, faſtened with cords of 
fine linen and purple to filyer rings, and pillars of mar- 
ble; the beds were of gold and ſilver, upon a pavement 
of red, and blue, and white, and black marble. 

Aud they gave them drink in veſſels of gold, the veſ- 
ſels being diverſe one from another, and royal wine in 
abundance, according to the ſtate of the king. 

And the drinking was according to the law : none did 
compel; for ſo the king had appointed to all the officers 
of his houſe, that they ſhould do according to every 
man's pleaſure, 

Alſo Vaſhti the queen made a feaſt for the women in 
the royal houſe which belonged to king Ahaſuerus. 

On the ſeventh day, when the heart of the king was 
merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, 
Harbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the 
ſeven chamberlains that e in the preſence of Aha- 
ſuerus the king, 

To bring Vaſhti the queen before the king, with the 
crown royal, to ſhew the people and the princes der 
beauty; for ſhe was fair to look on. 

But the queen Vaſhti refuſed to come at the king's 
commandment by his chamberlains: therefore was the 
king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 

Then the king faid to the wiſemen, (which knew. the 
times), for ſo. was the king's manner toward all that 
knew law and judgment: 

And the next unto him was Carſhena, Shethar, Ad- 
matha, Tarſhiſh, Meres, Marſena, and Memucan, the 
ſeven princes of Perſia. and Media, which ſaw the _ 
face, and which ſat the, firſt in the kingdom; 

What ſhall we do unto the queen Vaſhti according to 

law, becauſe ſhe hath not performed the commandment 
of the king Ahaſuerus by the chamberlains?: 
And 
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And Memucan anſwered before the king and the 

princes, Vaſhti the queen hath not done wrong to the 
king only, but alſo to all the princes, and to all the 
people that are in all the provinces of the king Aha- 
ſuerus. 

For this deed of the queen ſhall come abroad unto all 
women, ſo that they ſhall deſpiſe their huſbands in their 

eyes, when it ſhall be reported, the king Ahaſuerus 

commanded Vaſhti the queen to be brought in before 

him, but ſhe came not. 

Likewiſe ſhall the ladies of Perſia and Media ſay this 
day unto all the king's princes, which have heard of the 
deed of the queen. Thus ſhall there ariſe too much 
contempt and wrath. 

If it pleaſe the king, let there go a royal commiatid-" 
ment from him, and let it be written among the laws of 
the Perſians and the Medes that it be not altered; That 
Vaſhti come no more before king Ahaſuerus; and let 
the king give her royal eſtate unto another that is better 
than ſhe. 

And when the king's decree which he ſhall make 
ſhall be publiſhed throughout all his empire, (for it is 
great) all the wives ſhall give to their huſbands” honour 
both to great and ſmall. 

And the ſaying pleaſed the king and the princes 3 aa 
the king did according to the word of Memucan: For 
he ſent letters into all the king's provinces, into every 
province according to the writiag thereof, and to every 
people after their language, that every man ſhould bear 
rule in his own houſe, and that it ſhould be publiſhed 
according to the language of every people, 


ANNOTATIONS ax» REFLECTIONS, 
From the beginning of this ſection we may form a 
| M 2 lively 


pitality, in allowing every one to follow his own inclina- 


_ circulated at the royal table, till the king loſt the power 


\ 


| herſelf to public view, in thoſe apartments appropriated 


been induced to change his purpoſe; but the pub- 


female delicacy. How far his example is deſerving of 


, 
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lively idea of the greatneſs and magnificence of Aha- 
ſuerus. He ſeems to have been poſſeſſed of a noble and 
liberal mind, and to have had a very juſt notion of hoſ- 


tions, without being urged to exceed the bounds of 
temperance. He did not, however, obſerve the prudence 
which he meant to recommend; for the golden goblets- 


of judging what reſpe& and decorum were due to his 
queen, or he would not have defired Vaſhti to exhibit 


to the men, contrary to the cuſtom of the Perſians, 
Vaſhti conſidered it as a great indignity put upon her, 
to be required to expoſe her royal perſon to the idle 
gaze of a ſet of riotous gueſts, who, in their hours of ſo- 
briety, might be the firſt to condemn her compliance. 
Had ſhe ſoftened her denial with kind remonſtrances, 
and reſpectful excuſes, the king might perhaps have 


he contempt which the put upon his authority, both as 
her ſovereign and her huſband, was a real offence, which 
it was not eaſy, or indeed proper, to paſs over at ſuch a 
time eſpecially, when the eyes of all the kingdom were 
in a particular manner directed to the throne. 

The ſentence againſt Vaſhti, though, perhaps, agree- 
able to rigid juſtice, appears particularly ſevere, as Aha- 
ſuerus had required her to do what was generally 
eſteemed by the Perſians inconſiſtent with the rules of 


imitation; may be learnt from the New Teflament, which 
requires wives 10 ſulnnit to their /n;ſbands, and 7 23 
to love thetr wives, and not to be bitter againſt them * 


* Col. iii. 29. 15 8 
: ole 
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Thoſe of either ſex, who are placed in exalted ftations, 
ought, without doubt, to be particularly circumſpe& in 
their conduct; but, happily for Britons, they have a 
pattern before them, the very reverſe of that which 
was exhibited by Ahaſuerus to Ins ſubjects ; and however 
the Perſian huſbands might fear the loſs of their autho- 
rity through the diſobedience of their queen, no ſuch | 
danger at preſent exiſts in this nation. Happy would it 
be for thouſands, were the royal example allowed to 
have the ſame extenſive influence as the nobles of 
Perſia apprehended from poor Vaſhti's oppoſition to her 
haughty lord. We ſhould then no longer ſee thoſe 
who were deſigned to bear zoget/her the burden cf evils 
incident to humanity, and ſhare its joys, waſting, in 
ſeparate ſcenes of diſſipation, the hours allotted by Di- 
vine Providence to domeſtic pleaſures and employments. 
We ſhould no longer hear of thoſe divorces, which are a 
ſcandal to our age and nation, but every man. would 
know how to bear proper rule in his houſe ; and wives, both 
great and fmall, would tearn, from the conſort of their ſo- 
vereigu, to give due honour to their huſbands. 


SECTION LXXI. 
ESTHER MADE QUEEN INSTEAD OF VASHTI, 
From Eſther, Chap. ii. 

Arrxn theſe things, when the wrath of king Aha- 
ſuerus was appeaſed, he remembered Vaſhti, and what 
the had done, and what was decreed againſt. her. 

Then ſaid the king's ſervants, that miniſtered unto 
him, Let there be fair yourg virgins ſought for the king. 
And let the maiden which pleaſeth the king, be queen 
inftead of Vaſhti. And the thing pleaſed the king, and 

he did fo. 
M 3 Now 


, 
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Now in Shuſhan the palace, there was à certain Jew, 
whoſe name was Mordecai, the ſon of Jair, the ſon of 
Shimei, the ſon of Kiſh, a Benjamite, 

Who had been carried away from Jeruſalem with the 


captivity which had been carried away with Jeconiah 


king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Ba- 


bylon had carried away. 
And he brought up Hadaiſah, that is Eſther, his 


uncle's daughter : for the had neither father nor mother, 
and the maid was fair and beautiful: whom Mordecai, 
when her father and mother were dead, took for his 
own daughter. 
So it came to paſs, when the king's. commandment 
and his decree was heard, and when many maidens were 


5 gathered together unto Shuſhan the palace, to the 


cuſtody of Hegai, that Eſther was ig alſo unto 
the king's houſe, to the cuſtody of Heb þ keeper of the 
women, 

Either had not ſhewed her people nor her kindred: 
for Mordecai had charged her chat the d pot 


ſhew it. 
And Mordecai walked every day before the 8 of 


the women's houſe, to know how Efther did, and what 
ſhould become of her. | 

And it came to paſs that the king loved Eſther above 
all the women, and the obtained grace and favour in 
his fight more than all the virgins; ſo that he ſet the 
royal crown upon her head, and made ber queen in- 
ſtead of Vaſhti. 

Then the king made a great feaſt unto all his princes 
and his ſervants, even Eſther's feaſt; and he made a re- 


leaſe to the provinces, and gave gifts, according to 


the ſtate of tho wes 
And 
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And when the virgins were gathered together the fe- 
cond time, then Mordecai ſat in the king's gate. 
Eſther had not yet ſhewed her kindred nor her peo- 
ple; as Mordecai had charged her; for Eſther did the 
commandment of Mordecai, like as when ſhe was 


brought up with him. 


ANNOTATIONS .axp REFLECTIONS. ' + 


It is thought that Ahaſuerus had a great affection for 
his queen, and would have reſtored her to ſavour, but 
that the decrees of the Perfians were irreverſible. It was 
four years before he made choice of another conſort. 
Though Mordecai'was zealouſly attached to the Gop of 
his fathers, he had, for prudential reaſons, concealed his 
religion fromthe Knowledge of the Perfians, aud enjoyed 
a place under their government. He is ſuppoſed to 
have been one of thoſe, who went up to Terufalem with 
the firſt to obtain a ſettlement; and that he Raid till the 
building of the Temple was ſtopped, and then went to 
Babylon and the Perfian court, in hopes of doing theih 
ſome ſervice there. 

Mordecai had the intereſt of his brethren at heart, 
when he laid a ſcheme to get Eſther to be queen, aud, 
ſhe was aCtuated by the ſame motives to coincide with 
him. The ſequel will ſhew, that her exaltation was 
productive of gteat benefit to the Jews. f 


It is very remarkable that a poor pn captive mould 
be raiſed to a throne. | 


SECTION 1LXXIIL 
HAMAN EXALTED—DECREP. As, THE Jews. 
From Efther, Chap. ji. ili. | 


Is thoſe days, while Modecai ſat in the 99 br 
M 4 two 


pine year of king Ahaſuerus me cat Pur, chat is, 
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two of the king's chamberlains, Bigthan and Terefh, of 
thoſe which kept the door, were wroth, and _—_ to 
lay hand on the king Ahaſuerus. 
And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told it 
unto Eſther the queen: and Eſther certified the king 


thereof in Mordecai's name. 
And when inquiſition was made of the matter, it was 


found out: therefore they were both hanged on a tree. 


And it was written in the book of the chronicles _ 
the king. 

After theſe things did king Ahaſuerus neoinote Ha- 
man the ſon of Hammedatha the A gagite, and advanced 


him, and ſet his ſeat above all the princes that were 


with him, 

And all the king's ſervants that were in the king's 
gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman: for the king bad 
ſo commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed 
not, nor did him reverence. 

Then the King's ſervants which were in the king's 
gate, ſaid unto Mordecai, Why tranſgreſſeſt thou the 
King's commandment ? 

Nou it came topaſs, when they ſpake daily unto him, 
und he hearkened not unto them, that they told Haman 
to ſee whether Mordecai's matters would ftand ; for be 
had told them that he was a Jew. 

And when Haman ſaw that Mordecai bowed not, nor 
did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath, | 
Aud he thought ſcorn to lay hands on Mordecai alone; 
for they had ſhewed him the people of Mordecai : where- 
fore Haman ſought to deſtroy all the Jews that were 
tbroughout the whole kingdom of Ahaſuerus, even the 
people of Mordecai. ; | 

In the firſt month, that is, the month Niſan, in the 


the 
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«6 lot, before Haman, from day to day, and fro 
month to month, to the twelfth month, that is, the 
month Adar. 87 5 

And Haman faid unto king Ahaſuerus, There is a 
certain people ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed among the 
people, in all the provinces of thy kingdom; and their 
laws are diverſe from alt people ; ; neither keep they the 
king's laws: therefore it 1s not for the king's profit, to 
ſuffer them. 

If it pleaſe the king, let it be written that they may 
be deſtroyed : and I will pay ten thouſand talents of 
filver to the hands of thoſe that have the charge of the 
buſineſs, to bring it into the king's treafuries. 

And the king took his ring from his hand, and gave 
it unto Haman, the ſon of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
the Jews' enemy. 

And the king ſaid unto Haman, The ſilver is given 
to thee, the people alſo, to do with them as it ſeemeth 
good to thee, 

Then were the king's ſcribes called on the thirteenth 
day of the firſt montb, and there was written according 
to all that Haman had commanded unto the king's lieu- 
tenants, and to the governors that were over every pro- 
vince, and to the rulers of every people of every province 
according to the writing thereof, and to every people 
after their language; in the name of king Ahaſuerus 
was it written, and fealed with the king's ring. 

And the letters were ſent by poſts into all the king's 
provinces, to deftroy, to kill, and to cauſe to periſh, all 
Jews both young and old, little children and women, in 
one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month, which is the month Adar, and to take the ſpoil 
of them for a prey. 

The copy of the writing for a commandment to be 
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hy in every. proyince was publiſhed unto all people, 
: at they ſhould be ready againſt that day. 
>", poſts went out, being Sas by the king's 
commandment, and the decreg was given in Shuſhan 
i the palace. And the king and Haman ſat down to 
drink, but the city Shuſhan was perplexed. | 


ANNOTATIONS axy REFLECTION S, 

The ſervice which Mord ai Weh to the king and 
circumſtance was it for this en cu Eſther had been 
bonoured with his royal preference. The reaſon that 
Mordecai would not bow to Hamman, was, that he knew 
him to be an Amalekite, one of thoſe people who bore 
conſtant hatred to the Gop of Iſrael. Haman certainly 
muſt have been a very wicked as well as proud man, or 
he would not baye taken ſuch cruel revenge for a per- 
ſonal affront. Not content with defiring the death of 
the offender, he wiſhed to exterminate the whole nation 
to which he belonged. 

In the Apocrypha there 1s the f 7 letter, ſaid to 
be a copy of that ſent by king Ahaſuerus, who, is there 
called Artaxerxes. 


Die great king Artaxzerxes ⁊uriteili theſe things to. the 
princes and governors, that are under hun from India unto 
Ethiopia, in an hundred and ſeven, and twenty provinces, 
After that I became lord over many nations, and had do- 

muinion over the whole world, not lifted up with preſumption. 
' of my authority, but carrying myſelf aua with e quaty 
and mildnefs, 1 purpoſed to ſettle my ſubjects continually in 

. a quiet life, and making my kingdom, peaceable, and, open, 
for a paſſage tothe utmoſt »0afts, to renew peace, which 1s. 
defured of all men. New when I aſked my courſcilors hyw 


thas 


. 


this may be brought to paſs, Human, * excelled in 2 


among us, and was approved for his conſtant good will, and 
ftedfaſt fidelity, and had the honour of the ſecond place in the 
kingdom, declared unto us, that in all nations throughout the 
world there wwas ſcattered a certain malicious people, that 
had laws contrary i all nations, and continually deſpiſed | 
the commandments of kings, ſo as the uniting of our king- 
doms honourably intended by us, cannot go forward, Sccing 
then we underſtand that this people alone is continually in 
oppoſition unto all men, differing in the Strange manner of 
their Jaws, and evil-affetted to our ſlate, working all the 
miſchief they can, that our kingdom may not be firmly ofia- 
liſhed : Therefore have we commanded, that all they, that 
are ſignified in xoriting unto you by Hamam (who is ordained 
over the affairs, and is next unto us) ſhall all, with their 
wives and children, be utterly deſtroyed by the fevord of their 
enemies, without all mercy and pity, the fourteenth day. of 
the twelfth month Adar of this preſent year : that they, who 
are old, and now alſo are malicious, may in one day with 
violence go into the grave, and jo ever hereafter cauſe our 
affairs to be well ſettled, and without trouble. 


How unjuſt was Ahaſuerus to conſent that a ſet of 
people, who were under his protection, ſhould be bar- 
bariouſly maſſacred, without any enquiry into their 
conduct, only . becauſe his favourite had repreſented. 
them*as enemies to the ſtate. To drown reflection, he 
had recourſe to that intoxicating liquor that had once be- 
fore hurried him into an act of ſeverity, which his cooler 
judgment condemned. 

No wonder that the city of Shuſhan ſhould be per 
plexed ; for it muſt needs grieve every perſon of loyalty | 
and humanity to ſee the king ſo abuſed, and the inno- 


cent condemned to ſuffer. 
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SECTION ./LXXIV, 
MORDECAI's DISTRESS.. 
From Ether, Chap. iv. 
Warn Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mor- 


decai rent his clothes, and put on ſackcloth with aſhes, 


and went out into the midſt of the city, and cried with 


a loud and a bitter cry ; 

And came even before the king's gate: for none 
might enter into the king's gate cloathed with ſackcloth. 
And in every province whitherſoever the king's com- 


. "mandment and his decree came, there was great mourn- 


ing among the Jews, and faſting, and weeping, and 
wailing ; and many lay in ſackcloth and athes. 
So Eſther's maids and her chamberlains came and told 


it her, Then was the queen exceedingly grieved ; and 


ſhe ſent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away 
his ſackcloth from him : but he received it not, 

Then called Eſther for Hatach, one of the King's 
chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon 
her, and gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to 


know what it was, and why it was, 


So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the fireet of 
the city, which was before the king's gate. 

And Mordecai told him of all that had happened unto 
him, and of the ſum of the money that Haman had 
promiſed to pay to the king's treaſuries for the Jews, to 
deſtroy them : a 

Alſo he gave him the copy of the writing of the de- 
eree that was given at Shuſhan to deſtroy them, to ſhew 


it unto Eſther, and to declare it unto her, and to charge 
| her 
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her that ſhe ſhould go in unto the king, to make ſup- 
plication unto him, and to make requeſt | before him for 
her people. 

And Hatach came and told Eſther the words of Mor- 
decal. 

Again Eſther ſpake unto Hatach, and gave him com- 
mandment unto Mordecai; 

All the king's ſervants, and the people of the king's 
provinces, do know, that whoſoever, whether man or 
woman, ſhall come unto the king into the inner court, 
who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to 
death, except ſuch to whom the king thall hold out 
the golden ſceptre, that he may live: but I have not been 
called to come in unto the king theſe thirty days. | 

And they told to Mordecai Eſther's words. 

Then Mordecai commanded to. anſwer Eſther, Think 
not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape in the king's 
houſe more than all the Jews. | 

For if thou altagether holdeſt thy peace at this time, 
then ſhall there enlargement and deliverance ariſe to the 
Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's 
houſe ſhall be deſtroyed : and who knoweth whether 
thou art come to the kingdom for ſuch a time as this ? 

Then Eſther bade them return Mordecai this anſwer, 

Go, gather together all the Jews that are preſent in 
Suuſhan, and faſt ye for me, and neither eat or drink 
three days, night or day: I alſo and my maidens will faſt 


| likewiſe; and ſo will I go in unto the king, which is not 


according to the law: and if I periſh, I periſh, _ | 
80 Mordecai went his way, and did according to all 
that Eſther had commanded him. , 


. ANNOTA- 
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ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 
The author of the Book of Eſther in the Apocrypha, 
gives the following account of the behaviour of Morde- 
cai and Eſther on this afflicting occaſion. 
Then Mordecai thought upon all the works of the 
Lokv, and made his prayer unto him, ſaying, O Loxo, 
Lok, the King Almighty : for the world is in Thy potoer, 
and if Thow haſt appointed to ſave Ifracl, there is no man 
can gainſay Thee, For Thou haft made heaven and earth, 
and all the wondrous things under the heaven, Thou art 
LokD of all things, and there is no man that cam refift Thee, 
which art the LoDU. . Thou knoweft all things, and IR. 
knoweft, Log, that it was neither in cortenipt nor pride, 
nor for any defire of glory, that I did not bow dtm to proud 
Haman. For I could have been content with good will for 
. the ſabvation of Iſrael, to kiſs the foles of his feet, But I 
did this, that I might not prefer the glory of man above the 
glory of Gop: neither will I worſhip. any but Thee, O'Gop, 
neither will I do it in pride. And now, O Lon Gon, and 
King, ſpare Thy peuple : for their eyes are upon us 10 bring 
us to noug/tt;; yoa, they defire to deflroy the inheritance that 
hath been Nine from the begining. Deſpiſe not the portion 
_ which Thou haft delivered out of Egypt for Thine ownſelf. 
Hear my prayer, and be merciful unto Thine' inheritance : 
turn our ſorrow into joy, that we may live, O Lonb, and 
| praiſe Thy name: and deſtroy not the n of them that 
praiſe Thee, O:Loxp. 
! Queen Eſther alſo, being in fear of death, reſorted un- 
to the Loxop: 
And laid away her glorious apparel, and put on the 

7 garments of anguith and mourning : and inſtead of pre- 
cious ointments, ſhe covered her head with aſhes, and 
7 | ſhe 
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ſhe humbled ker body greatly, and all the places of her 
joy ſhe filled with her torn hair, 
And ſhe prayed unto the Lon d God of Iſrael, ſaying, 
O Lon p, Thou only art our King : help me, deſolate woman, 
who have no helper but Thee : For my danger is in mine 
hand, From my yauth up I have heard in the tribe of my 
family, that Thou, O Lon, tookeſt Iſrael from among all 
people, and our fathers from all their predeceſſors, for a per- 
petual inheritance, and Thou haft performed whatſoever Thou 
didſi promiſe them. And now we have ſinned before Thee 2 
therefore haſt Thou given us into the hands of our enemies, 
becauſe we worſhipped their gods: O Lorp, Thou art 
righteous. Nevertheleſs, it ſatigfieth them not, that we are 
in bitter captivity : but they have flricken hand with their 
idols. That they will aboliſh the thing that Thou with Thy 
mouth haſt ordained, and deſtroy Thine inheritance, amd ſtop 
the mouth of them that praiſe Thee, and quench the glory of 
Thy houſe, and of Thine altar, and open the mouths of the 
heathen to ſet forth the praiſes of the idals, and to magnify 
a flejlily king for ever. O Lord, give not Thy ſceptre untq 
them that be nothing, and let them not laugh at our fall; 
but turn their device upon themſelves, and make him an 
example that hath begun this againſt ur. Remember, O 
Lok, make Thyjelf known in time of our affliction, and 
give me boldneſs, O King of the nations, and LokD of all 
power, - Give me eloquent ſpeech in my mauth before the: 
lion: turn his heart to hate him that foghteth againſt us, 
that there may be am end of him, and of all that are like-. 
minded to lim: But deliver us with Thine hand, and help» 
me that. am deſolate, and have. no. other helper» but Thee. 
Thou knoweft all Things, O Lonp, Thou knoweſt that Þ 
hate the glory of the unrig/tecous ; Thou knoweſt: my neceſ- 
ſity, for I abhor the ſign of my high eſtate. which is upon my. 
head in the days wherein I. ſhew myſe(f, and: ihat I wear: 
| it 
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ir not when I am in private by myſelf. And that thine 
handmaid hath not eaten at Haman's table, and that I have 
not greatly efleemed the king's feaft, nor drunk the wine of 
the drink offerings. Neither had thine handmaid any joy, 
Fince the day that I was brought hither to this preſent, but 
in Thee, O Lonp Gop of Abraham. O Thou mighty Gop 
above all, hear the vice of the fortirn, and deliver us out of. 
the hands of the miſchievous, and deliver me out of my fear. 
The melancholy occaſion juſtified the violence of 
Mordecai's grief; for ſuppoſing that he could by means 
of the queen have uſed intereſt to' ſecure his own 
life, how could he ſuſtain, without the utmoſt diſtreſs 
of mind, the thoughts of the miſerable end to which 
thouſands of thoſe to whom he was united! in faith were 
condemned ? ; er 
Mordecat's expoſtulations, in his laſt meſſage to the 
queen, ſhew, that he had a ſtrong faith in the power of 
God, and an earneſt expectation that the Lon p would, 
in remembrance of His promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, extend His compaſiion to their afflicted race, in 
this time of extreme danger. He confidered the ad- 
vancement of Eſther to the crown as the work of Pro- 
VIDENCE, that ſhe might be an inſtrument of good to 
her people; and therefore urged her to take an unpre- 
cedented meaſure, truſting to the Divine bleſſing on her 
pious endeavours. The laws of Perfia forbad her ap- 
proach to Ahaſuerus; but the Divine law required that 
the ſhould omit no means for ſerving her Gop, and her 
country, Wo 
As ſoon as Eſther was convinced that it was her duty 
to exert her influence with the king, ſhe reſolved to 
hazard Her life, rather than negle& it. But knowing 
that the hearts of monarchs are under the rule and go- 
vernance of the SurrenE Brixs, ſhe wiſely determined 


to commend herſelf and her people to the protection of 
Gop, 
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Gop, and to require. her attendants to join with her; 
from which we may infer, that the withed, not only to 


offer her own ſupplication in private, but to co-operate 
with that public humiliation, which the exigence of 


the caſe required. Having taken theſe reſolutions, 


ſhe reſigned herſelf to the diſpoſal of heaven. 

With what true humility and piety did Efther offer 
up ſupplications and interceſſions to the throne of grace. 
It evidently appears that ſhe had not been a candidate 
for royalty through any defire of earthly grandeur, on 
the contrary, the crown which adorned her temples, 
was conſidered by her as a mark of ignominy, fince it 
diſtinguiſhed her to the world as the conſort of an hea- 
then prince. Not all the pleaſures of a luxurious court 
had any charms for her; ſhe experienced no joy, but 
that which ſhe ſo ardently ſought, by pouring out her 
ſoul in pious adoration to the Loxp Gop of her fathers. 

The fituationgin which Eſther was placed, expoſed 


her to many temptations; but, by the aid of Divine 


grace, ſhe was enabled to reſiſt them all, and to leave 
to the world a ſhining example of FEMALE PATRIOTISM. 


SECTION LXXVV. 


ESTHEK GOES INTO THE PRESENCE OP AHASUERUS, 


From Eſther, Chap. v,—Apoc. Chap. xvi. 


AxD upon the third day, when Eſther had ended her 
prayer, ſhe laid away her mourning garments, and * 
on her glorious apparel. 

And being gloriouſly adorned, after ſne had called 
upon Gop, who is the beholder and * of all e . 
the took two maids we her. 

And 


\ 
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| 
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And upon the one ſhe. leaned, as carrying herſelf 
daintily. And the other followed, bearing up her train. 

And ſhe was ruddy through the perfection of her 
beauty, and her countenance was chearful, and very 
amiable; but her heart was in anguiſh for fear. 

Then having paſſed through all the doors, the ſtood 
before the king, who ſat upon his royal throne, and was 
clothed with all his robes of majeſty, all glittering with 


gold and precious ſtones ; and he was very dreadful. 


Then lifting up his countenance that thone with ma- 
zeſty; he looked very fiercely upon her: and the queen, 
fell down, and was pale, and fainted, and bowed herſelf 
upon the hand of the maid that went before her. 

Then Gon changed the ſpirit of the king into mild- 
neſs, who in a fear leaped from his throne, and took her 
in his arms, till ſne came to herſelf again, and comforted 
her with loving words, and ſaid unto her, Eſther, what 
is the matter? I am thy brother, bq;of good cheer. 
Thou ſhalt not die, though our commandment be be- 
neral: come near. 

And ſo he held up bis golden ſceptre, and laid it upon 
her neck, and embraced her, and ſaid, Speak unto me. 

Then ſhe ſaid unto him, I ſaw thee, my lord, as an 
angel of Gop, and my heart was troubled for fear of 
thy majeity. For wonderful art thou, lord, and thy 
countenance 1s full of grace. 

And as the was ſpeaking, ſhe fell down for faintneſs. 
Then the king was troubled, and all his ſervants com- 
forted her. 

Then ſaid the king unto her, What wilt tho, queen 
Efther? and what is thy requeſt? It ſhall be even given 
thee to the balf of the kingdom. 

And Eſther anſwered, If it ſeern good unto the blas 
Jet the king and Haman come this day wata. the — 


that I have prepared ſor him. 
Then 
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Then the king ſaid, Cauſe Haman to make haſte that 
he may do as Eſther bath ſaid. So the king and Haman 


came to the banquet that Eſther had prepared. 
And the king ſaid unto Eſther at the banquet of wine, 


What is thy petition? and it ſhall be granted thee ; and 


what is thy requeſt? even to the half of the nn it 
ſhall be performed. 

Then anſwered Eſther, and ſaid, My petition and my 
requeſt is, If I have found favour in the fight of the king, 
and if it pleaſe the king to grant my petition, and to per- 
form my requeſt, let the king and Haman come to the 
banquet that I ſhall prepare for them, and I will do to- 
morrow as the king hath ſaid. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS, 

The beautiful deſcription, in the beginning of this 
ſection, of Eſther's approach to king Ahaſureus, is taken 
from the Apocryphal book. It places the character of 
Eſther in the moſt amiable light. While her heart, with 
truly feminine ſoftneſs, trembled for fear, the aflumed a 
cheerful countenance, that ſhe might not, by an appear» 
ance of timidity, impreſs the king with an idea that ſhe 
was going to make an improper requeſt, The trial was 
however too great for her delicate frame to ſuſtain, The 
ſtern countenance of the king overcame her reſolution : 
ſhe fainted under the terror of bis looks; but her ſweet 
emotion was more powerful than eloquence, it ſpoke to 
the heart of the tern monarch ; and he, who had baniſhed 
one queen for refuſing to obey his unreaſonable com- 
mand, was ſubdued by the gentleneſs of another, ſo as 


to give an unreſerved promiſe of granting all ſhe could 


defire. Scarcely recovered from her violent agitation of 
ſpirits, Efther thought it prudent to defer making her 
requeſt Known till ſhe could do it with mpoſure. She 

alia 
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alſo diſdained to accuſe the abſent; and judged it ad- 
viſable to explain her wiſhes to the king in thoſe hours 
when, retired from ſtate affairs, it was his uſual cuſtom 
to unbend his mind at the ſocial N with his favourite 
Haman. 

'This part of Efther's hiſtory affords a ſtriking example 
of the force of female gentleneſs, which ſhould recom- 
mend the practice of it to every woman. There is a cer- 
tain ſenſe of ſuperiority in the hearts of men, which it is 
the duty, and I may fay the interęſt, of wives to gratify; 
for it is implanted by Heaven, and thoſe who poſſeſs it 
not are ſeldom fit to govern their families, or able to afford 
to their wives that protection which they may frequently 
ſtand in need of. 

Eſther's example i is alſo worthy of imitation in another 
particular: ſhe aſſumed an amiable and cheerful counte- 
nance, and certainly intended to addreſs her king and 
haſband with gentle perſuafion. The faintings which 
prevented her doing ſo were accidental, and by no means 
the effect of artifice or affectation. It ſeems, that at the 
banquet her courage again failed her, which occafioned 
the delay of her petition to another day, | 


SECTION LXXVI, | 
HAMAN ERECTETH A GALLOWS FOR MORDECAL, 
| From Eſther, Chap. v. 


Tur went Haman forth that day joyful, and with a 


| glad heart; but when Haman ia Mordecai in the king's 


gate, that he ſtood not up nor moved for him, he was 


"ſb of indignation againſt Mordecai. 


. Nevertheleſs, Haman refrained himſelf; and when he 
came home, he ſent and called for his friends, and Zereth 


his wife. 
And 


. - -_ || 
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And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, and 
the multitude of his children, and all the things wherein 
the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced 
him above the princes and fervants of the king. 

Haman faid moreover, Yea, Eſther the queen did let 
no man come in with the king unto the banquet that 
ſhe had prepared but myſelf; and to-morrow am I in- 
vited unto her alſo wich the king. 


Vet all this availeth me nothing, ſo long as I ſee Mor- 


decai the Jew httmg at the king's gate. : 

Then ſaid Zereſh his wife, and all his friends unto him, 
Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, and to-mor- 
row ſpeak thou unto the king that Mordecai may be 
hanged thereon ; then go thou in merrily with the king 
unto the banquet. And the thing pleaſed Haman, and 
he cauſed the gallows to be made. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


* From this account of Haman we learn, that the hap- 
pineſs of men depends more upon the ſtate of their own 
minds than on any external circumſtances. Inordinate 
paſſions are the great difturbers of life; and, unleſs we 
poſſeſs a good conſcience, and a well governed mind, 
diſcontent will blaſt every enjoyment, and the higheſt 
proſperity will prove only diſguiſed miſery. Let us then 
tix this conclufion in our minds, that the deſtruction of 
our virtue is the deſtruction of our peace. Let us keep our 
hearts with all diligence, and govern them with the greateſt 
care, for out of them are the iſſues of life. In no ſtation, in 
no period, ſhould we think ourſelves-ſecure from the 
dangers which ſpring from our paſſions, for they beſet 


The annotations to this ſection are taken from an excellent ſermon by 
Dr. Blair on this ſubject, which may be read with great advantage as a 
tarther comment on this ſtriking paſſage. | 
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every ſtation from youth to grey hairs, and from the pea- 
ſant to the prince. At firſt ſetting out in life eſpecially, 
when yet unacquainted with the world and its ſnares, 
when every pleaſure enchants with its ſmile, and every 
object ſhines with the gloſs of novelty, youth ſhould be- 
ware of the ſeducing appearances which ſurround them, 
and recollect what others have ſuffered from the power 


of headſtrong defire. Pride in particular is of a moſt 


dangerous tendency, and proſperity is too apt to produce 
it; when once indulged; there is no knowing to what 
enormities it will lead. Haman was not delivered up all 
at-once to the madneſs of revenge, His paſſions roſe' 
with the tide of proſperity, and ann B what 


proſperity had begun. 


SECTION LXXVII. 
Mon DbpECAI HONOURED—HAMAN HANGED, 
From Efther, Chap. vi, vii, viii. 
Ox that night could not the king ſleep, and he com- 


manded to bring the book of records of the chronicles; 
and they were read before the king. 

And it was found written that Mordecai had told of 
Bigthan and Tereſh, two of the king's chamberlains, the 
keepers of the door, who ſought to lay hand on the king 
Ahaſuerus. | 

And the king ſaid, What honour and dignity hath 
been done to Mordecai for this? Then ſaid the king's 
ſervants that miniſtered unto him, There is nothing done 
for him. | 25 

And the king ſaid, Who is in the court? Now Haman 
was come into the out ward court of the king's houſe, to 
ſpeak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the gallows 
that he had prepared for him. IP 


| - 
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And the king's ſervants ſaid unto him, Behold, Haman 
f4andeth'in the court. And the king ſaid, Let him come 
* Haman came in. And the king ſaid unto him, 
What ſhall be done unto the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honour ? Now Haman thought in his heart, 
To whom would the king dehght to do honour more 
than to myſelt ? 

And Haman anſwered the king, For the man whom 
the king delighteth to honour, let the royal apparel be 
brought which the king uſeth to wear, and the horſe 
that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal which is 
ſet upon his head: 

And let this apparel and horſe be delivered to the hand 
of one of the king's moſt noble princes, that they may 
array the man withal whom the king delighteth to ho- 
nour, and bring him on horſeback through the ftreet of 
the city, and proclaim before him, Thus ſhall it be done 
to the man whom the king delighteth to honour, 

Then the king ſaid to Haman, Make haſta, and take 
the apparel and the horſe, as thou haſt ſaid, and do even 
ſo to Mordecai the Jew, that fitteth at the king's gate: 
let nothing fail of all that thou haft fpoken. 

Then took Haman the apparel and the horſe, and ar- 
rayed Mordecai, and brought him on horſeback through 
the ſtreet of the city, and proclaimed before him, Thus 
ſha}l be done unto the man whom the king delighteth 
to honour. | 

And Mordecai came again to the king's gate. But 
Haman haſted to his houſe mourning, and having his 
head covered. 

And Haman told Zereſh his wife and all his friends 
every thing that had befallen him, Then ſaid his wiſe 
men and Zereſh his wife unto him, If Mordecai be of the 

| | | ſeed 
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ſeed of the Jews, before whom thou haſt begun to fall, 
thou ſhalt not prevail againſt him, but ſhalt ſurely fall 
before him. 
And while they were yet talking with him, came the 
king's chamberlains, and haſted to bring Haman unto the 
banquet that Eſther had prepared. 
So the king and Haman came to the banquet with 
Eſther the queen. 
And the king ſaid again unto Eſther on the ſecond day 
at the banquet of wine, What is thy petition, queen 
Efther? and it ſhall be granted thee : and what is thy Bl 
requeſt? and it ſhall be performed, even to the half of 
the kingdom. | 
| Then Eſther the queen anſwered and ſaid, If I have 
| found favour in thy fight, O king, and if it pleaſe the 
king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my 
people at my requeſt: _ 
| For we are fold, I and my people, to be deſtroyed, to 
be ſlain, and to periſh. But if we had been ſold for 
bondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, al- 
though the enemy could not CIC the king's da- 
| mage. 
I Then the king Ahaſuerus anſwered and ſaid unto 
Eſther the queen, Who is he, and where is he, that durſt 
preſame in his heart to do ſo ? 
And Eſther faid, The adverſary and enemy is this 
11 wicked Haman. Then Haman was afraid before the 
| king and queen. | 
| And the king ariſing from the banquet of wine in his 
a8 wrath went into the palace garden: and Haman ſtood up 
to make requeſt for his life to Efther the queen; For he 
ſaw that there was evil determined againſt him by the 
king. 
| Then the king 1eturned out of his palace garden into 
a the 
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the place of the banquet of wine, and at the king's com- 
mand they covered Haman's face. 

And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, ſaid before 
the king, Behold alſo, the gallows fifty cubits high, 
which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had ſpoken 
good for the king, ſtandeth in the houſe of nin. 
Then the king ſaid, Hang him thereon. 

So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had 
prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king's wrath 
pacified. 

On that day did the king Abathcril give the houſe of 
Haman the Jews' enemy unto Eſther the queen, And 
Mordecai came. before the king; for Eſther had told 
what he was unto her. 

And the king took off his ring which he had taken 
from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And Eſther 
ſet Mordecai over the houſe of Haman. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


It muſt doubtleſs be conſidered as an interpoſition of 
ProvIDENCE, and not the effect of chance, that the kin 
could not {leep, that he ſhould ſend for the records, ad 
that they ſhould be opened at ſo critical a place. Haman' 
mortification and fubſequent puniſhment bear evident 
marks of Divine judgments, and afford a warning to all 
who indulge in their minds the malignant paſſions of 
hatred and reyenge. On the other hand, the honours 
which were paid to Mordecai, and his future advance- 
ment, plainly ſhew that the Lox is ever at hand to 
maintain the cauſe of his faithful ſervants; and is not 


only able to defeat the ſchemes of the wicked, but to 


turn that miſchief npon their own heads which they de- 
ſigned for others. In this caſe there was no miracle; all 
was brought about nn in the uſual courſe of hu- 

Vor. IV. N | man 
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man affairs, which gives particular encouragement to 
good people, who live under a diſpenſation in which mi- 
racles are not to be expected, _ 

There was admirable propriety in Eſther's anſwer to 
king Ahaſuerus, and her accuſation of Haman was noble 


and juſt. She gave him an opportunity of juſtifying f I 


himſelf, if he had any excuſe to offer for abuſing the 
confidence which his monarch had repoſed in him, 


What repeated mortifications did Haman's pride endure! 


Before he could recover from that of paying homage to 
Mordecai, he was obliged to become a ſuppliant for his 
life to Efther, and even this was not enough: the loſs of 
his ſovereign's favour, and the ſentence of death ſuddenly 
followed; and he, who in the morning boaſted of the 
glory af his riches, and his exalted ſtation, was now ſuſ- 
pended as a common malefactor on that very gallows 
which his malice had cauſed to be erected for Mordecai. 
How juſtly may the words of the royal pſalmiſt be ap- 
plied to this portion of ſacred hiſtory : I have ſeen the 
avicked in great power, aud ſpreading himſetf like a green 
Say-tree; yet he paſſed away, and lo, he was not: yea, I 
foug ht him, but he could not be found. Murk the Perfect 
man, and behold the upright : por the end of that man is peace. 
The tranſgrefſors ſhall be deſtroycd together, the end of the 
wicked ſſiall be cut off, but the ſalvation of the righteous 18 
of the Lox ; He is their ſtrength in the time of trouble, Aud 


the Log ſhall help them, and deliver them; He ſhall deli- 


ver them from the wicked, and ſave them, becauſe they put 


n | 


s xCTTON IXXVITI. 
un KING'S LETTER IN FAVOUR OF THE JEWS, 
From Efther, Chap. viii. 


Ax Eſther ſpake ” again before the king, and fell 
down 


fell 
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down at his feet, and beſought him with tears, to put 
away the miſchief of Haman the Agagite, and his device 
that lie had deviſed againſt the Jews. 

Then the king held out the golden ſceptre toward 


Eſther. So Eſther aroſe, and ſtood before the king, 


And ſaid, If it pleaſe the king, and if I have found fa- 
your in his fight, and the thing ſeem right before the 
king, and I be pleaſing in his eyes: let it be written to 
reverſe the letters deviſed by Haman the ſon of Hamme- 
datha the Agagite, which he wrote to deſtroy the Jews 
which are in all the king's provinces: 

For how can I endure to ſee the evil that ſhall come 
unto my people? or how can I endure to ſee the de- 
ſtruction of my kindred ? 

Then the king Ahaſuerus ſaid unto Efther the queen, 
and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold I have given Eſther the 
houſe of Haman, and him they have hanged upon the 
gallows, becauſe he laid his hand upon the Jews. 

Write ye alſo for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the 
king's name, and ſeal it with the king's ring: for the 


writing which is written in the king's name, and ſealed 


with the king's ring, may no man reverſe, 

Then were the king's ſcribes called at that time in the 
third month, that is the month Sivan, on the three and 
twentieth day thereof; and it was written according to 
to all that Mordecai commanded unto the Jews, and to 
the lieutenants, and the deputies, and rulers of the pro- 
vinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hundred 
twenty and ſeyen provinces, unto every province accord- 
ing to the writing thereof, and unto every people after 
their language, and to the Jews according to their writ- 
ing, and according to their language. 

And he wrote in the king Ahaſuerus' name, and ſealed 
it with the king's ring, and ſentletters by poſts on horſe- 
back, and riders on mules, camels, and young dromedaries: 
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Wherein the king granted the Jews which were in 
every city, to gather themſelves together, and to ſtand for 
their life, to deſtroy, to flay, and to cauſe to perith all the 
power of the people and province that would aſſault 
them, both little ones and women, and to take the ſpoil 
of them for a prey. | 

Upon one day, in all the provinces of king Ahaſuerus, 
namely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, 
which is the month Adar, 

The copy of the writing, for a ee to be 
given in every province, was publiſhed unto all people, 
and that the Jews ſhould be ready againſt that day to 
avenge themſelves on their enemies. 

So the poſtsthat rode upon mules and camels went out, 
being haſtened, and preſſed on by the king's command- 
ment. And the decree was given at Shuſhan the palace. 

And Mordecai went out from the preſence of the king 
in royal apparel of blue and white, and with a great 
crown of gold, and with a garment of fine linen, and pur- 
ple: and the city of Shuſhan rejoiced and was glad. 

The Jews had light, and gladneſs, and joy, and honour. 

And in every province and in every city, whitherſoever 
the king's.commandment and his decree came, the Jews 
had joy and gladneſs, a feaſt and a good day. And many 
of the people of the land became Jews; for the fear of 
the Jews fell upon them. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REF LECTIONS. 


Eſther had a greater object in view than the downfal of 
Haman. This was but a neceſſary prelude to the deſign 
ſhe had formed for effecting the deliverance of her coun- 
trymen, whom his malice had devoted te deſtruction. 
Ahaſuerus kept his royal word. He granted her requeſt 
to the full extent of her wiſhes ; and, as he had reaſon to 

ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe many of his ſubjects would take advantage of 
his firſt decree, which was iſſued by Haman (which he 
could not reverſe), and attack the Jews, he. iſſued an- 
other, by which he gave them liberty to defend their 
lives and properties. It is likely that this counteraCting 
of a decree, a thing unuſual in Pera, occaſioned much 
commotion in the ſtate; and it is not at all improbable 
that Haman had actually formed a conſpiracy for tranſ- 
ferring the kingdom to the Greeks, as was hinted in the 
letters which were ſent to the provinces in the King's 
name *, | | 

What a happy, as well as aſtoniſhing revolution now 
took place in favour of the Jews! Well might they re- 
joice and be glad at this freth proof of the faithfulneſs of 
the Loxp Gon, who, according to his Divine promiſe to 
Moſes, had compaſſion upon them in the land of their 
captivity, whenever they called upon Him with all their 
heart, and with all their ſoul, 


SECTION LXXIX. 


THE JEWS SLAY THEIR ENEMIES—HAMAN'S SONS 
HANGED—MORDECAI'S ADVANCEMENT. 


From Eſther, Chap. ix, x. 


| Now in the twelfth month (that is the month Adar), 
on the thirteenth day of the ſame, when the king's com- 
mandment and bis decree drew near to be put in execu- 
tion, in the day that the enemics of the Jews-hoped to 
have power over them (though it was turned to the con- 
trary that the Jews had rule over them that hated them), 
The Jews gathered themſelves together in their cities, 
throughout all the provinces of the king Ahaſuerus, - to 
* Sce Book of Efther in the Apocrypha, chap. xiii, | 
N 3 lay 
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lay hand on ſuch as ſought their hurt ; and no man could 
withſtand them: for the fear of them fell upon all people, 

And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieute- 
.nants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, helped 
the Jews : becauſe the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 

For Mordecai was great in the king's houſe, and his 
fame went out throughout all the provinces: for this 
man Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

Thus the Jews ſmote all their enemies with the ſtroke 

of the ſword, and flaughter, and deſtruction, and did 
what they would unto thoſe that hated hem. 

And in Shuſhan the palace the Jews ſlew and deſtroyed 
five hundred men. The ten ſons of Haman the ſon of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, ſlew they; but on 
the ſpoil laid they not their hand. | 

On that.day, the number of thoſe that were ſlain in 
Shuſhan the palace, was brought before the king. 

And the king ſaid unto Efther the queen, The Jews 
have ſlain and deftroyed five hundred men in Shuſhan 
the palace, and the ten ſons of Haman ; what have they 
done in the reſt of the king's provinces ? now what is thy 
petition ? and it ſhall be granted thee : or what is thy 
requeſt further ? and it ſhall be done. 

Then ſaid Eſther, If it pleaſe the king, let it be granted 
to the Jews which are in Shuſhan, to do to-morrow alſo 
according unto this day's decree, and let Haman's ten 
. ſons be hanged upon the gallows. 

And the king commanded it ſo to be done; and the 
decree was given at Shuſhan, and they hanged Haman's 
ten ſons, 

For the Jews that were in Shuſhan gathered themſelves 
together on the fourteenth day alſo of the month Adar, 
and flew three hundred men at Shuſhan; but on the prey 
they laid not their hand, 

But 
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But the other Jews that were in the king's provinces, 
gathered themſelves together, and ſtood for their lives, 


and had reſt from their enemies, and flew of their foes 
feventy and five thouſand; but they laid not their hands 
on the prey- 

On the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and on the 
fourteenth day of the ſame, reſted they, ang made it a 
day of feaiting and gladneſs. 

But the Jews that were at Shuſhan, aſſembled together 
on the thirteenth day thereof, and on the fourteenth 
thereof; and on the fifteenth day of the ſame they reſted, 
and made it a day of feaſting and gladneſs. 

Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in the 
-unwalled towns, made the fourteenth day of the month 
Adar a day of gladneſs and feafting, aud a good day, and 
of ſending portions one to another. 

And Mordecai wrote theſe things, and ſent Lotto und 
all the Jews that were in all the provinces of the king 
Ahaſterus, both nigh and far, 

To ſtabliſh this among them, that they ſhould keep 
the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the fifteenth- 
day of the ſame yearly : 8 

As the days wherein the Jews reſted from their ene- 
mies, and the month which was turned unto them from 
ſorrow to joy, and from mourning into a good day: that 
they ſhould make them days of feaſting and joy, and of 
| ſending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 

And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and 
as Mordecai had written unto them. Ang- the king 
Ahaſuerus laid a tribute upon the wann upon the 
iſles of the ſea, 

And all the acts of his power, and of bis might, and 
the declaration of the greatneſs of Mordecai, whereunto 
the king advanced him, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Media and Perſia ? 

N 4 For 
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For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Ahaſuerus, 
and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multi- 
tude of his brethren, ſeeking the wealth of his people, 
and ſpeaking peace to all his ſeed, 


' ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


The conteſt between the Jews and the Perſians was a 
very extraordinary one, each party being authoriſed by a 
royal decree; had the former been peaceable no miſchief 
would have enſued. 

The ſons of Haman were eager for revenge; and they 
had a ſtrong party on their fide; they attacked-the Jews, 
who were obliged to kill them in their own defence. It 
ſeems as if their enemies were ſtruck with that fear 
which 1 is uſually ſtiled in ſcripture, the terror the Lok ; 
on the other hand, the Jews were ſtrengthened, ſo that 
nothing could withſtand them. - 

Efther was of too gentle a diſpoſition to defire another 
day's flaughter from ſanguinary motives; but, without 
doubt, ſhe was appriſed by Mordecai, that it was neceſ- 
. fary for the utter deſtruction of thoſe who would have 
continually moleſted the Jews, and diſturbed the peace 
of the ſtate. It is ſuppoſed that the greater number of 
thoſe who were ſlain were Amalekites : Haman's ſons 
certainly were ſo, which is a ſafficient reaſon for Efther's 
defiring to have their dead bodies hung up, as a terror 
to others. 

It is obſervable, that n the king's decree autho- 
riſed the Jews to take the ſpoil of their enemies for a prey, 
and they had a fair opportunity for enriching themſelves; 
yet they forbore to do ſo, in order to ſhew that they 
acted upon religious principles, and had nothing in view 
but to ſave their lives, not to make their fortunes. They 


flew none but thoſe who took arms againſt them. 
It 
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Tt was in order to perpetuate the remembrance of the 
ſignal mercies the Jews had received for the honour of 
Gop, that Mordecai wrote letters, and inſtituted an an- 
nual feſtival ; which is ſtill obſerved among the Jews, but 
uſually in a very riotous manner. The way in which 
Mordecai recommended it to be kept is deſerving of par- 
ticular attention, namely, in feaſting and joy, of which 
the poor were to be made partakers through the bounty 
of the rich. Thankſgiving and almſgiving _ always 
to go together. 

From this ſection we learn, that Mordecai hed 
good after he became great ; and that, inſtead of ſeeking 
his own wealth, he had a conſtant regard to the welfare 
of his brethren, for whoſe ſake the Lonv graciouſly ex- 
alted him in the Perſian court. 

The book of Eſther ſhews us how kindly Gop watched 
over theſe Jews, who did not return out of the land of 
their captivity with the reſt. As they had not zeal 
enough for the Holy City and Temple, to encounter the 
_ difficulties of a removal thither, one would have ſuppoſed 
that they would have been excluded from the eſpecial 
providence of Gop ; but we find, that even thoſe who 
were ſcattered among the provinces of the heathen were 
taken care of, as well as thoſe who were gathered tage- 
ther in the land of Judea, and were wonderfully pre- 
ſerved, when doomed to deſtruction, like ſheep appointed 
to be ſlain. Let us now return to the people in Judea. 


SECTION LXXX. . 


THE COMMISSION OF ARTAXERXES TO EZRA, 
1 From Exra, Chap. IV. | | 
Now after theſe things Ezra the ſon of Seraiah, the 


Jon of Azariah the ſon of Hilkiah, 
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The ſon of Shallum, the ſon of Zadok, the ſon of 
Ahitub, the ſon of Amariah, the ſon of Azariah, the ſon 
of Meraioth, the ſon of Zeraihah, the ſon of .Uzzi, the 
of Bukki, 

The ſon of Abiſhua, the ſon of Phinehas, the ſon of 

Eleazar, the ſon of Aaron the chief prieſt : 
This Ezra went up from Babylon ; and he was a ready 
ſcribe in the law of Moſes, which the Lonp Gop of Iſ- 
rael had given: and the king granted him all his requeſt, 
according to the hand of the Lorp his Gop upon him. 

And there went up ſome of the children of Iſrael, and 
of the priefts, and the Levites, and the fingers and the 
porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jeruſalem, in the ſe- 
venth year of Artaxerxes the king, 

And he came to Jeruſalem in the fifth month, which 
was in the ſeventh year of the king. 

For upon the firſt day of the month began he to go 
up from Babylon, and on the firſt day of the fifth month 
came he to Jeruſalem, according to the good hand of his 
Gop upon him. 

For Ezra had prepared his heart to ſeek the law of the 
Lon p, and to do it, and to teach in Iſrael ftatutes and 
judgments. | 

Now this is the copy of the letter that the king Artax- 
erxes gave unto Ezra the prieſt, the ſcribe, even a fcribe 
of the words of the commandments of the Lob, and of 
_ ſtatutes to Iſrael. 

Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the prieſt, a ſcribe 
of the law of the Gop of heaven, perien peace, and at 
ſuch a time. 

I make a decree, that all they of the people of Iſrael, 
and of his prieſts and Levites, in my realm, which are 
minded of their own freewill to go up to Jeruſalem, go 
with thee. 


- Foraſmuch 
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Foraſmuch as thou art ſent of the king, and of his 
ſeven counſellors, to enquire concerning Judah and Je- 
1 ruſalem, according to the law of thy Gop which is in 
thine hand; 
1 And to carry the ſilver and gold, which the king and 
his counſellors have freely offered unto the Gop of Iſrael, 
4 whole babitation is in Jeruſalem) - 
: And all the ſilver and gold that thou canſt find in all 
? the province of | Babylon, with the freewill offering of 
the people, and of the prieſts, offering willingly for the 
houſe of their Gop which is in Jeruſalem ; 
That thou mayeſt buy ſpeedily with this money, bul- 
locks, rams, ' lambs, with their meat-offerings, and their 
drink-offerings, and offer thein upon the altar of the 
houſe of your Gep which is in Jeruſalem. 

And whatſoever ſhall ſeem good to thee, and to thy 
brethren, to do with the reſt of the ſilver and the gold, 
that do after the will of your Gop:-. 

The veſſels alſo that are given thee for the ſervice of 
the honſe of thy Gop, thoſe deliver thou before the 
Gop of ſeruſalem. 

And whatſoever more ſhall be a for the houſe 
of Gop, which thou ſhalt have occafion to beſtow, be- 
ſtow it out of the king's treaſure-houſe. 

And I, even I Artaxerxes the king, do make a decree 

to all the treaſurers which are beyond the river, that 
whatſoever Ezra the prieſt, the ſcribe: of the law of the 
Gop of heaven, ſhallrequire of you, it be done ſpeedily; 

Unto an hundred talents of filyer, and to an hundred 
meaſures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of wine, 
and to an hundred baths of oil, and ſalt without pre- 
ſeribing how much. 

Whatſoever is commanded by the Gop of heaven, let 
it be diligently done for the houſe of the Gop of 'hea- 
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ven: for why ſhould there be wrath againſt the realm 


of the king and his ſons ? 


Alſo we certify you, that touching any of the prieſts 
and Levites, fingers, porters, Nethinims, or miniſters 


of this houſe of Gop, it ſhall not be lawful to nnpoſe 
toll, tribute, or cuſtom, upon them. 


And thou Ezra, after the wifdom of thy Gop that is 
in thine hand, ſet magiſtrates and judges, which may 
judge all the people that are beyond the river, all ſuch 


as know the laws of thy Gop ; and teach ye them that 
know them not. 


And whoſoever will not do the law of thy Go, and 
the law of the king, let judgment be executed ſpeedily 


upon him, whether it be unto death, or to baniſhment, 


or to confiſcation of goods, or impriſonment. 


And when Ezra had obtained this letter, he ſaid, Blel- 


ed be the Loxp God of our fathers, which bath put 


ſuch a thing as this in the king's heart, to beautify the 


houſe of the Loxp which is in Jeruſalem ; 


And hath extended mercy unto me before the king 
and his counſellors, and before all the king's mighty 


princes ; and I was ſtrengthened, as the hand of the 


Lonp my Gop was upon me; and I gathered together 


out of Iſrael Fane | men to go up * me. 


ANNOTATIONS Ax o REFLECTION 8. 


It may be inferred from this ſection that Ezra took 


advantage of the favourable diſpoſition which Artaxer- 


xes (or Ahaſuerus) through the meditation of ' Eſther 


and Mordecai, entertained for the Jews, and requeſted that 


thoſe, who remained in ſubjection to him, might join 
their brethren in Judea, who had formerly gone by the 
permiſſion of Cyrus. 

| One 
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one could ſcarcely have expected, that a beathen 


prince would have made ſuch proviſion for the Temple 
ſervice, or expreſſed himſelf in terms of reverence and 
reſpect to Gop; but this circumſtance is an additional 
confirmation of what has been before obſerved, that 
thoſe 1dolators, at leaſt, who preſided over great king- 
doms, were, by ſome providential mean or other, made 
acquainted with the ſovereignty of the Loxb Jenovan, 
and ſo far acknowledged his power, that they were 
willing to be at any expence to purchaſe his favour. 

In the following chapters we read, that as ſoon as Ezra 
had received the king's letter, he made known its con- 
tents; aud in a ſhort time aſſembled together one thou- 


ſand four hundred and ninety-fix men, beſide women 


and children, amongſt whom were two prieſts, and 
about forty Levites. They were very likely to be at- 
tacked by enemies in the way, eſpecially as they carried 
treaſures with them, yet Ezra would not aſk for guards 
inſtead of that, he and the people had recourſe to prayer 
and faſting, in order to engage the protection of Gop; 
for Ezra had declared to the king, that ue hand of the 
LomD was pon all thoſe for good that ſought Him; but 
His poxwer and His wrath againſt them that forſook Him. 
And therefore he was, as he ſaid, aſhamed to require a 
band of ſoldiers to protect them from their enemies in 
the way. The meaſure he purſued was certainly much 
the beſt. And it pleaſed Gop to reward the faith, of 
him and his companions by the comforts of his Holy 
SPIRIT, ſo that they arrived in ſafety at Jeruſalem. The 
whole company, which conſiſted of a mixture of the ten 


tribes, offered ſacrifices; and when they had ſhewed 


their commiſſions, gave aſſiſtance to the work. 
In the ſecond year of Ezra's government, complaint 
was made that many of the people, and even ſome of 
the 
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epd had married heathen wives, contrary to the 
law; this filled him with grief and conſternation, for he 
was apprehenſive that they would again return to idola- 
try. As ſoon as it was reported that Ezra was in ſuch 
affliction, there aſſembled unto him a great congrega- 


tion, who mixed their tears with his; and it was imme- 


diately determined that they ſhould enter into a Cove- 
NANT with Gon, to put away theſe wives, which wag 
accordingly done; but without doubt they were pro- 
perly provided for. About one hundred and thirty per- 


ſons only had trantgreſſed in this particular; but had 
the affair been attended to in time, it would in all pro- 


bability have proved the deſtruction of the nation; and 


it was better that a ſmall number ſhould 1uffer at firſt, 


than that they ſhould have their religion corrupted. 
About the twelfth year of the reign of Artaxerxes 
Joachim, the high-prieſt of the Jews, died; he was ſuc- 
ceeded in his office by. Eliaſhab his ſon. . 

Before Ezra came to Jeruſalem, the Scriptures were 
in a manner Joſt, the people ignorant of the law, the 
worſhip of Gop neglected, and every thing, both in 


church and ſtate, in great diſorder. He continued in 


his government ſome years, and wrought great reforma- 
tion; and made it his particular endeavour to produce a 
correct copy of the HoLy ScrrieTuREs; that is to ſay, 
all the books of which they then conſiſted, which he 


divided into three parts, the Law, the PRO RETS, and 


the HoLy WRITI Nes, viz. the Pſalms, &c.; for that pur- 
poſe he colleQed together all the copies of the ſacred 
books with which he could meet, that by comparing 
them, he might diſcover the miſtakes of different tran- 
ſcribers. Originally eyery book of the Hebrew Bible 
was written without any divifion into chapters and 
verſes; but it is ſuppoſed that Ezra divided the law 
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into fifty-four ſections, and that he added the laſt how 
ter of Deuteronomy, and other parts which appeared ne- 
ceflary for connection and illuſtration. 

In the twenty-ninth year of the reign of Artaxerxes, 
Ezra reſigned. the government of Judea to Nehemiah ; 
but ſtill eontinued to inſtruct the people as an expounder 
of the law, and a preacher of righteouſneſs. 


SECTION IXXX. 


NEHEMIAHN'S AFFLICTION, AND INTERCESSION FOR. 
THE JEWS, 
From Nehemiah, Chap. i. it. 

Ir came to paſs that as Nehemiah, the king's eup-bearer, 
was in Shuſhan, the palace, that Hanani one of his bre- 
thren, and others, came unto him, and he aſked them. 
concerning the Jews that had efcaped, whieh were left 
of the captivity, and concerning Jeruſalem, 

And they ſaid unto him, The remnant that are left 
of the captivity there in the province are in great afflic- 
tion and reproach : the wall of Jeruſalem alſo is broken 
down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire, 

And it came to paſs when Nehemiah heard theſe 
words, that he ſat down, and wept and mourned certain 
days, and fafted, and prayed before the Gop of heaven, 
and ſaid, I beſeech thee, O Lox»o Gop of heaven, the 
great and terrible Gop, that keepeth covenant and 
mercy for them that love him and obſerve thy com- 
mandments : 

Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, 
that thou mayeſt hear the prayer of thy ſervant, which 
I pray before thee now day and night for the children of 
Urael thy ſervants, and confels the ſius of the children of 

Iſrael, 
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Hrael, which we have ſinned againſt mo bath I aud 
my father's houſe have ſinned, | 

We have dealt very corruptly againſt thes, and lis 
not kept the commandments, nor the ſtatutes, nor the 
| Judgments, which thou commandett thy ſervant Moſes. 

Remember, I beſeech thee, the word that thou com- 
mandeſt thy ſervant Moſes, ſaying, If ye tranſgreſs 1 
will ſcatter you abroad among the nations : 

But if ye turn unto me, and keep my commandments, 
and do them, though there were of you caſt out unto the 
uttermoſt part of the heaven, yet will I gather them 
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I 
have choſen to ſet my name there. 5 
No theſe are thy ſervants and thy people, whom 

thou haſt redeemed by thy great power, and by thy 
ſtrong hand. | | 

O Lory, I beſeech thee, let now thine ear be attentive 
to the prayer of thy ſervant, and to the prayer of thy 
ſervants, who deſire to fear thy name: and proſper, I 
pray thee, thy ſervant this day, and grant him Rue in 
the fight of this man. 

And it came to paſs that ſhortly after wine was be- 
fore the king: and Nehemiah took up the wine, and 
gave it to the king. Now he had not before-time been 
lad in his preſence. Wherefore the king ſaid unto him, 

Why is thy countenance ſad, ſeeing thou art not fick-? 

This is nothing elſe but ee of heart. Then was 
Nehemiah ſore afraid; | 

And ſaid unto the king, Let the king live for ever: 
why ſhould not my countenance be ſad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers' ſepulchres, lieth waſte, andthe 
gates thereof conſumed with fire? 


Tiny rk the Love he unto ny For what aoſt thou 
make 
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make requeſt | $o Nehemiah prayed in his heart to the 
Gop of heaven to direct him, 

And ſaid unto the king, If it pleaſe the king, and if 
thy ſervant have found favour in thy fight, that thou 
wouldeſt fend me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers 
ſepulchres, that I may build it. 

And the king ſaid unto him, the queen alſo fitting by 
him, For how long ſhall thy journey be? and when wilt 
thou return? So it pleaſed the king to ſend him; and 
Nehemiah fixed a time. — 

Moreover he ſaid unto the king, If it pleaſe the king, 
let letters be given me to the governors beyond the 
river, that they may * me over till I come into 
Judah ; 

And a letter unto Aſaph the keeper of the king's 
foreſt, that he may give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the palace which appertained to the houſe, 
and for the wall of the city, and for the houſe that I 
ſhall enter into. And the king granted him, according 
to the good hand of his Gop upon him, 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


Nxukulak was a Jew, whoſe anceſtors had formerly 
been citizens of Jeruſalem ;. but who having obtained a 
good ſettlement in the land of their captivity, ſtaid there 
in preference to returning with their brethren. His office 
as cp-bearer to king Artaxerxes was both an honourable 
and profitable place, and Nehemiah had accumulated a 
very great fortune; yet he was ſo far from being inſen- 
. ſible to the diſtreſſes of his countrymen, that when he 
was told that they were continually expoſed to danger, 
derifion, and contempt, on account of their city being 
defenceleſs, he felt their ſorrows with the tendereſt ſym- 
pathy, 


| Es 
pathy, and the Lorp lent a gracious ear to his humble 
requeſt. 

It is worthy of remark, that Gop always finds proper 
inſtruments to perform the work of His providence, and 
frequently makes the enemies of His church guards and 
protectors to its friends and patrons. 


SECTION LXXXIL 


NEREMICAH AREIVES AT JERUSALEM.—HE INCITETH. 
THE JEWS I'® REBUILD THE WALLS, 


From Nehemiah, Chap. ii. 


Tux came Nehemiah to the governors beyond the 
river, and gave them the king's letters. Now the king 
had ſent captains of the army, and horſemen with him. 

When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the ſervant, 
the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them exceedingly, 
that there was come a man to ſeek the welfare of the 
children of Ifrael. 

So Nehemiah came to Jeruſalem, and was there three 
days. And he aroſe in the night, and ſome few men 
with him: neither told he any man what his Gop had 
put into his heart to do at Jeruſalem : neither was there 
any beaſt with him, ſave the beaſt that he rode upon. 

And he went out by night by the gate of the valley, 
even before the dragon well, and to the duhg-port, and 
viewed the walls of Jeruſalem, which were broken down, 
and the gates thereof were conſumed with fire. 

Then he went on to the gate of the fountain, and to- 
the king's pool: but there was no place for the beaft 
that was under him to paſs. 

Then he went up in the night by the brook, and. 
viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 


gate af the valley, and fo returned. 
EY | And 
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And the rulers knew not whither he went, or what 
he did: neither had he as yet told it to the Jews, nor to 
the prieſts, nor to the nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to 
the reſt that did the work, 
Then faid he unto them, Ye fee. the diſtreſs that we 


are in, how Jeruſalem heth waſte, and the gates thereof 


are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall 
of ſeruſalem, that we be no more a reproach. , 

The hand of my Gop is with me; as alſo the king's 
words that he had ſpoken unto me. And they ſaid, 
Let us riſe up- and build, So they ſtrengthened their 
hands for this good work. 

But when Sauballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the ſer- 
vant, the Ammonite, aud Gethem the Arabzan, heard 
it, they laughed them to ſcorn, and deſpiſed them, and 
ſaid, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel 
againſt the king ? 

Then anſwered Nehemiah, and ſaid unto them, The 
God of heaven, he will proſper us: therefore we his ſer- 
vants will ariſe and build : but ye have no. portion, nor 
right, nor memorial in Jeruſalem, 


ANNOTATIONS Av REFLECTIONS. 


We find from this ſection, that Nehemiah, having 
once taken up the idea of ſerving his brethren the Jews, 
he never loſt ſight of his pioug and generous deſign. 

It ſeems that the agitation of his mind was perceived by 
the king, who appears to have been glad of giving to his 
beloved Eſther a freth proof of his kindnefs to her people. 

Nehemiah did not proceed in the buſineſs with haſte 
and precipitation; for though he truſted that the good 
Providence of Gon attended him, he did not expect a 
miracle to be wrought, where human means, under the 
Divine blefling, were likely to ſucceed, 

| | We 
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We here learn, that as ſoon as his deſign was known, 
the Ammonites, Moabites, Samaritans, and other neigh- 
bouring nations, joined to oppoſe it. The ancient en- 
mity of the Samaritans has been already mentioned; 
but they had an additional motive in common with the 
other nations, for oppreſſing the Jews at that time 
and this was, their having all ſeized upon different parts 
of the Jewiſh territories during the captivity, which, on 
the return of the Jews, they had been obliged to reſtore ; 
for this reaſon the Samaritans did all in their power to 
prevent the ſettlement of the Jews, hoping they ſhould 
find an opportunity of reſuming the prey they had loſt, 

We find that“ Nehemiah was not diſcouraged: by 
theſe malicious enemics, nor by the inſinnations of diſ- 
affected people and falſe prophets within the walls, but 
reſolutely perſiſted ; and the people uſed their utmoſt 
excrtions, laying their weapons by them, and work:ng 
and ſtanding guard alternately, by which means they 
accompliſhed the work in fifty-two days. Nehemiah 
and the rulers, during this time, did not even pull off 
their clothes, but to change them for clean ones. 

After this, Nebemiah relieved the poor from the op- 
preſſion of the rich, who having lent them money to 
ſupply their neceſſities, had exacted great intereſt ; to 
pay which they had been obliged to mortgage their 


Jands, and even give up their children to ſervitude. 


Shortly-after, he returned into Perſia, to acquaint the 
king of his ſucceſs, obtained a new commiſſion, and with 
the aſſiſtance of Ezra, ſet about a farther reformation of 
the church and ſtate; and as Jeruſalem was but thinly 
inhabited, they prevailed on the rulers and other great 
men to build houſes and dwell in the city; and of the 
common people, every tenth man, was taken by lot, and 


obliged 


fr pF & 


( 285 ) 


cliged to ſettle there with their families ; by which 
means, they were enabled to defend the place againtt 
their enemies. 

Nehemiah next cauſed the genealogies of the people 
to be exactly ſcrutinized, that all might be directed in 
what parts to take their poſſeſſions; and the tribe of 
Levi to be aſcertained, that thoſe who were not of the 
family of Aaron, might be excluded the ſanctuary. It 
is very curious to trace theſe genealogies, but it would 
take our attention too long from the hiſtory. 

Ezra having completed his copy. of the /azwv of Gon, 
and written it out fair in the Chaldee character, read it 
publicly, as we learn from the following ſection. 


SECTION LXXXII, 


THE SOLEMN READING OF THE LAW. 
From Nehemiah. Chap. viii. 


AnD all the people gathered themſelves together as 
one man, into the ſtreet that was before the water-gate, 
and they ſpake unto Ezra the ſcribe, to bring the book 
of the law of Moſes, which the Loxp had commanded 
to Ifrael. 43: 

And Ezra the prieſt brought the law beſore che con- 
gregation, both of men and women, and all that could 
hear with underſtanding, upon the firſt 0 of the ſe- 
venth month. 

And he read therein before the ſtreet that was . 
the water-gate, from the morning until mid- -day, before 
the men and the women, and thoſe that could under- 
ſtand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto 
the book of the law. 

And Ezra the ſcribe ſtood upon a pulpit of wood, 
| which 
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which they had made for the purpoſe, and beſide him 
ſtood Mattithiah, and*Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, 
and Hilkiah, and Maaſeiah, on his right hand; and on 
his left hand, Pedaiah, and Miſhael, and Malchiah, and 
Haſhum, and Haſhbadana, Zechariah, and Meſhullam, 

And Ezra opened the book in the fight of all the peo- 
ple (for he was above all the people) and when he open- 
ed it all the people ſtood up: and Ezra bleſſed the Loxp 
the great Gop; and all the people anſwered, Amen, 
amen, with lifting up their hands : and they bowed 
their heads, and worſhipped the Loxp with their faces 


to the ground. 
And the Levites who ſtood by Ezra, cauſed the people 


to underſtand the law: and the people ſtood in their 


place. 


So they read in the book in the law of Gop aiſtinRly, 
and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed them to underſtand the 
reading. 

And Nehemiah, which is the Tirſhatha, and Ezra the 
prieſt the ſcribe, and the Levites that taught the people, 
ſaid unto all the people, This day is holy unto the Lokp 
your Gop, mourn not, nor weep : for all the people 
wept when they heard the words of the law, 

"Then he ſaid unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, 
and drink the ſweet, and ſend portions unto thern for 
whom nothing is prepared : for this day is holy unto 


our LomD: neither be you ſorry, for the joy of the 


LokD is your ſtrength. 
So the Levites tilled all the people, Hake Hold 
your peace, for the day 1s holy, neither be ye grieved. 
And all the people went their way to eat, and to 
Arink, and to ſend portions, and to make great mirth, 
becauſe they had underſtood the words that were do- 


clared unto them. 
And 
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And on the ſecond day were gathered together the 
chief of the fathers of the people, the priefts and the 
Levites, unto Ezra the ſcribe, even to underſtond the | 
words of the law. 

And they found written in the law which the Lozy 
had commanded by Moſes, that the children of Iſrael 
ſhould dwell in booths, in the feaſt of the ſeventh month: 

And that they ſhould publiſh and proclaim in all their 
cities, and in Jeruſalem, ſaying, Go forth unto the 
mount, and fetch olive-branches, and pine-branches, 
and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches 
of thick trees to make booths, as it is written. 

So the people went forth, and brought them, and 
made themſelves booths, every one upon the roof of his 
houſe, and in their courts, and in the courts of the houſe 
of Gop, and in the ſtreet of the water-gate, and in the 
ſtreet of the gate of Ephraim. 

And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and fat under 
the booths: for ſince the days of Joſhna the ſon of Nun, 
unto that day, had not the children of Iſrael done ſo : 
and there was very great gladneſs. 

, Alfo day by day, from the firſt day unto the laſt day, 
he read in the book of the law of Gop: and they kept 
the feaſt ſeven days, and on the eighth day was a ſolemn 
aſſembly, according unto the manner. 


ANNOTATIONS AND REFLECTIONS. 


The ſcaffold or pulpit, whence Ezra read the law to 
the people, was erected in the largeſt ſtreet of the city, 
probably becauſe the court of the Temple was not ca- 
pable of containing ſo great a multitude. He read it in 
Hebrew, and the Levites repeated it, period by period, 
to the people, in the Chaldee tongue, which was uſually 
Tom by the Jews at that time; from hence we may 

8 infer, 
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infer, that Ezra thought it agreeable to the Divine wil! 
that the Scriptures ſhould be tranſlated for the uſe of 


the common people. 
This was a very affecting ceremony to_the Jews, and 


there is no wonder that it cauſed their tears to flow. 


The ſpiritual famine, which the prophet Amos had fore- 
told *, had been of long continuance, the bread of life 


was now reſtored to them, Had they ſet a proper value 


on it before, it would not have been taken from them ; 


| but they flighted the Divine ordinances, till they pro- 


voked the Lord to caſt a veil over them, which it re- 
quired a diligent hand, guided by his Holy Spirit, to 
draw aſide. 

May all who enjoy the advantage of a tranſlation of 
thoſe Scriptures, which they have not ſkill to read in 
their original language, ſet as high a value on them, as 
the Jews at this time did on that which was vouchſafed 
to them! And may every one who hears them read pay 
the ſame ready and devout attention to them 


SECTION IXXXIV. 


A SOLEMN FAST AND REPENTANCE OF THE PEOPLE—— 
THEY SOLEMNLY PROMISE TO KEEP GOD'S LAWS. 


From Nehemiah, Chap, ix. 
Now in thetwenty and fourth day of this month the 


children of Iſrael were aſſembled with faſting, and with 


ſackclothes, and earth upon them. 
And the ſeed of Iſrael ſeparated themſelves from all 


ſtrangers, and ſtood and confeſſed their Rang. and the ini- 
quities of their fathers, 
And they ſtood up in their place, and read in the 


Amos viii. 11. ; X 
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book of the law of the Loxp their Gop one fourth part 
of the day; and another fourth part they confeſſed, and 
worſhipped the Loxp their Gap. 

And when they had declared the mercies of Gop to 
the ſeed of Abraham, the houſe of Iſrael, they ſaid, 
Now therefore, our Gop, the great, the mighty, and the 
terrible GoD, who keepeſt covenant and mercy, let not 
all the trouble ſeem little before thee that hath come 
upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on our prieſts, 
and on our prophets, and on our fathers, and on all thy 
people, fince the time of the kings of Aſſyria unto 
this day: 

How beit thou art juſt in all that i is brought upon us; 
for thou haſt done right, but we have done wickedly: 

Neither have our kings, our princes, our prieſts, nor 


our fathers, kept thy law, nor hearkened unto thy com- 


mandments, and thy teſtimonies, wherewith thou didſt 
teſtify againſt them. 


For they have not ſerved thee in their kingdom, ns 


in thy great goodneſs that thou gaveſt them, and in the | 


large and fat land which thou gaveſt before them, nei- 
ther turned they from their wicked works. 

Behold we are ſervants this day ; and for the land that 

thou gaveſt unto our fathers, to eat the fruit thereof, 
and the good thereof, behold we are ſervants in it. 
And it yieldeth much increaſe unto the kings whom 
thou haſt ſet over us becauſe of our fins: alſo. they have 
dominion over our bodies, and over our cattle, at their 
pleaſure, and we are in great diſtreſs, | 

And becauſe of- all this, we make a ſure covenant, 
and write it; and our princes, Levites, and prieſts, ſeal 
unto it. 

And the reſt of the people, the prieſts, the Levites, 
the porters, the ſingers, the Nethinims, and all they 
Vor. IV. Q that 
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that had ſeyarated themſelves from the people of the 
lands unto the law of Gon, their wives, their ſons, and 
their daughters, every one having knowledge, and having 
. underftandings 
They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and enter- 
ed into a curſe, and into an oath, to walk in Gop's law, 
which was given by Moſes the ſervant of Gop, and to 
obſerve and do all the commandments of the Lon our 
Lord, and his judgments and his ſtatutes. 
And that we would not give our daughters unto the 
people of the land, nor take their daughters for our ſons: 

And if the people of the land bring ware or any vic- 
tuals on the ſabbath day to fell, that we would not buy 
it of them on the ſabbath, or on the holy day; and that 
we would leave the ſeventh year, and the exaction of 
every debt. 

Alſo we made ordinances for us, to 3 ourſelves 
yearly with the third part of a ſhekel, for the ſervice of 
the houſe of our Gop; 

For the ſhew bread, and for the continual meat-offering, 
and for the continual burnt-offering of the ſabbaths, of 
the new moons, for the ſet feafts, and for the holy things, 
and for the fin-offerings, to make an atonement for 
Iſrael, and for all the work of the houſe of our Gop, 

And we caſt the lots among the prieſts, the Levites, 
and the people, for the wood offering, to bring it into 
the houſe of our Gop, after the houſes of our fathers, at 
times appointed, year by year, to burn upon the altar 
of the LorD our Gop, as it is written in the law: 

And to bring the firſt-fruits of our ground, and the 
Grſt-fruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto 
the houſe of the Loxp : 

Alſo the firſt-born of our ſons, and of our cattle, (as 


It is written in the 1 and the firſtlings of our herds, 
and 
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and of our flocks, to bring-to the houſe of our Gop, 
unto the prieſts that miniſter in the houſe of our God. - 
And that we ſhould bring the firſt-fruits of our dough, 
and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner of trees, of 
wine and of oil, unto the prieſts, to the chambers of the 
houſe of our Gop; and the tithes of our ground unto 
the Levites, that the ſame Levites might have the tithes 
in all the cities of our tillage. 

And the prieſt the ſon of Aaron ſhall be with the 
Levites, when the Levites take tithes: and the Le- 
vites ſhall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the hauſe 
of our Gop, to the chambers, into the treaſure houſe. 

For the children of Iſrael and the children of Levi, 
ſhall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, 
and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the yeſlels of 
the ſanQuary, and the prieſts that miniſter, and the por- 
ters, and the fingers ; and we will not i the houſe 
of our Gop. 


ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


It appears from this ſection, that the Levites perfectly 
well underſtood the conditions of the original covenant, 
which Gop-made with Abraham, and were thoroughly 
convinced, that the Lozp had faithfully performed His 
part of it. It is needleſs to comment on eyery part of 
this covenant ; but one particular ſhould not be paſſed 
over, namely, the reſolution they took, not to buy 
victuals or exact debts on the Sabbath; the doing ſuch. 
things, unleſs in caſes of abſolute neceſſity, is a profa- 
nation of that holy day, which ſhould carefully be 
avoided by all thoſe who profeſs to honour Gon. | 

That the Iſraelites might no more plead ignorance 
of the law, in excuſe for their fins, they from this time 
had the Scriptures frequently read and explained ta 

O2 them 
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them by the moſt learned amongſt the Levites and 
other ſcribes, which at firſt it is likely they did in the 
ſame manner as Ezra ; but the inconvenience of ſtand- 
ing in the open ſtreet in all weathers, ſuggeſted the 
thought of building afterwards houſes or tabernacles for 
the purpoſe; and this ſeems to have been the original 
of ſynagogues, which ſoon multiplied like our pariſh- 
churches; for every town where there were ten perſons 
of full age, and in eaſy circumſtances of life, ſo as to 
have leiſure to attend the public ſervice, was at liberty 
to erect one, and in each of theſe ſynagogues was a copy 
of the law. 'The ſervice performed in them confiſted 
of prayers, reading the Scriptures, and preaching or ex- 
pounding them. - This was done two days in the week, 
beſides on the Sabbath and the feſtivals. The law being 
divided into ſo many ſections as there are weeks in the 
year, they read half a leſſon on Monday morning, and 
the other half on Thurſday morning, and this ſame 
leſſon they read on the Sabbath both morning and after- 
noon ; and when reading of the prophets was added 
to reading the law, the ſame order was obſerved in re- 
ſpe to them. 
Ihe hours of prayer amongſt the Jews, whether in 
their ſynagogues or private houſes, were at the times of 
offering the morning and even ſacrifices in the TemfNe; 
for they ſuppoſed that the ſacrifices and incenſe were 
defigned to render Gop propitious to them, and to 
make their prayers acceptable. The prieſts and Levites 
only officiated in the 'Temple, but perſons of any tribe 
were appointed for the ſervice of the ſynagogue by ſome 
of the elders of the town, who were called rulers of the 
ſy nagogue. 
Great advantages aroſe from the practice of building 

| ſynagogues, and reading and explaining the Scriptures, 

Ein | | for 
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for the Jews were never guilty of idolatry. any more; 
but when they were afterwards fcattered into various 
nations, they erected places for public worſhip where- 
ever the rulers of the country would permit them. It 
was alſo. by means of thefe ſynagogues that the heathens, 
where the Jews were diſperſed, came to know the true 
Gop, and ſome general principles of virtue and piety. 

Nehemiah, after he had been governor of Judea 
twelve years, returned to the Perſian court: he ftaid 
about five years in Perſia, and then was ſent by the king 
with a freſh commiſſion : during his abfence many things 
had gone wrong, but he exerted his uſual zeal to re- 
form all irregularities, About four years after Nehe- 
miah's return to Jeruſalem, Artaxerxes died in the forty- 
firſt year of his reign : during his government, Nehe- 
miah acted with great juſtice, and ſupported his office 
with a very expenſive magnificence out of his cwn pri- 
vate purſe. He had, as I faid before, amaſſed great 
wealth, and thought he could not expend it better than 
in the ſervice of Gop and his country, and in promoting 
REL1610n, and Gop proſpered him accordingly. 

Artaxerxes was ſucceeded by his ſon Xerxes the ſe- 
cond, who was killed by his brother Sogdianus. 

Sogdianus was put to death in a cruel manner by his 
brother Ochus. 

Ochus obtained the kingdom, and changed his name 
to Darius, and is the ſame whom hiftorians call Darins 
Nothus. | | 

Nehemiah, during theſe revolutions, continued ſtill in 
the government of Judea. Elafhib, the high-prieft, 
died in the 11th year of the reign of Darius Nothus, 
and was ſucceeded by Jehoiada. 

This king permitted a man named Sanballat to erect 
a Temple on mount Gerizim, like that at Jeruſalem, 
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and make his ſon-in-law, Manaſſes, high-prieſt of it. 
Manaſſes was one of thoſe Jews who married heathen 
wives, and, reſolving not to give up his, had fled from Jeru - 
falem to eſcape puniſhment : from this time Samaria be- 
came the common refuge and aſylum of thoſe Jews who 
were found guilty of breaking the ſabbaths, &c. fo that 
in time the greateſt part of its inhabitants were apoſtate 
Jews. Thoſe whom Eſſar-haddon had planted there, 
worſhipped other gods beſides the Lorp; but theſe did 
not do ſo, for a book of the law was carried to Samaria, 
and publicly read: daily ſervice was alſo performed there, 
the ſame as at jeruſalem. Notwithſtanding this the Jews 
hated the Samaritans above all the people upon earth, 
and avoided all kind of converſe and communication 
with them. 
Ifbw long Nehemiah lived at Jeruſalem after this is 

uncertain ; but it is ſuppoſed he continued in the govern- 
ment to the time of his death. After him there ſeetns 
to have been no governor of Judea; but this country be- 
ing added to Syria, became wholly ſubjected to the go - 
vernor of that province, and under him the high-prieſt 
had the charge of regulating all affairs there. Darius 
Nothus met with great diſturbances, and after he had 
reigned nineteen years died. | 

Nehemiah's exalted piety, his love for his been ex- 
tenfive benevolence, judicious liberality, and manly cou- 
rage, ſhew his character in a moſt amiable light, and 
render him worthy of the imitation of thoſe who are 
bleſſed with power and affluence. 

Ezra's example is deſerving of - the confideration of 
thoſe whoſe buſineſs it is to inſtruct others in the duties of 
ReL1c1oNn; for he was indefatigable in the ſtudy of the 
ſcriptures, and took infinite pains to render them intelli- 
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It has been obſerved before, that the Lonp made fun 
CovenanTs with ARA HAM, one relating to a TEATORAE 
PROSPERITY in the land of Canaan, the other to a general 
bleſſing to be conveyed through him to ALL Mankind, We 
have ſeen the completion of the firſt, in the courſe of the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelites from Abraham to king David ; and 
alſo know that the Loxp made a covenant with David, 
and by what means his deſcendants forfeited the Divine 
fayour ; and that the T/raelites, for the ſake of Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob, and the 2ribe of Fudah, for the ſake:of 
David, were miraculouſly preſerved from utter deſtrue- 
tion, although they had ſo frequently provoked the Lon 
by diſobedience. Notwithſtanding the general defection 
of Gop's choſen people, there were always ſome among 
them who adhered to the Divine law; but theſe were 
unavoidably involved in the public calamities which were 
inflicted on the diſobedient : to comfort them, and warn 
the wicked to return to the Lorp, a ſucceſſion of pro- 
phets were ſent, who foretold the various revolutions that 
would happen in the Jewiſh ſtate and the heathen na- 
tions, with whom the Iſraelites were at different periods 
connected. We have read how exactly the predictions 
reſpecting the captivity of Iſrael and Judah were accom- 
pliſhed, and by what wonderful means their reſtoration 
to the land of their inheritance was effected; where they 
were once more governed by their own laws, and allowed 
to worfthip Gop in His holy Temple; but the children 
of Iſrael were not yet in ſo honourable a condition as 
formerly, being ſtill under ſubjection to the heathens, 
and diſperſed in different countries: The Loxp had gra- 
ciouſly provided a continual ſource of conſolation for 
them, by revealing to the prophets, who committed theſe 
revelations to writing, that a farther deliverance would 
* wrought for the remnant of his faithful people by the 
04 coming 
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coming of the Mess1an. But we will paſs over theſe 
prophecies at preſent, that we may read them with the 
New Teſtament, as the hiſtory of the events they treat 
of will be the beft comment on them, 
Let us now ſee what Daniel foretold concerning the 
fall of the Perſian empire. ; 


SECTION LXXXV. 


DANIEL'S VISION OF THE RAM AND THE HE-GOAT, 
From Daniel, Chap. viii. 


- In the third year of the reign of king Belſhazzar a vi- 
fion appeared unto me, even unto me, Daniel, after that 
which appeared unto me at the firſt. 

And I ſaw in a viſion; and it came to paſs, when I 
ſaw, that I was at Shuſhan in the palace, which is in the 
province of Elam; and I ſaw in a viſion, and I was by 
the river Ulai. 

Ihen I lifted up mine eyes, and ſaw, and behold, there 
Rood before the river a ram which had two horns; and 
the two horns were high ; but one was wigher than the 
other, and the higher came up laſt, 

I ſaw the ram puſhing weſtward, and northward, and 
Gatheaad ; 1o that no beaſts might ſtand before him, 
neither was there any that could deliver out of his hand ; 
but he did according to his will, and became great, 

And as I was confidering, behold, an he-goat came 


from the weſt on the face of the whole earth, and touched 


not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn be- 

tween his eyes. 

And he came to the ram that had two horns, which 

I had ſeen ſtanding before the river, and ran unto him in 

the fury of his power. 
| And 
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And I ſaw him come cloſe unto the ram, and he was 
moved with choler againſt him, and ſmote the ram, and 
brake his two horns: and there was no power in the ram 
to ſtand before him, but he caſt him down to the ground, 


and ſtamped upon him: and there was none that could 


deliver the ram out of his hand. 
Therefore the he-goat waxed very great : and when 


he was ſtrong, the great horn was broken: and for it 
came up four notable ones toward the four winds of 


heaven. 
And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which 


waxed exceeding great, toward the ſouth, and toward 


the eaſt, and toward the pleaſant land. 


And it waxed great, even to the hoſt of heaven; and 
it caſt down ſome of the hoſt and of the ſtars to the 


ground, and ſtamped upon them. 
Yea, he magnified himſelf even to the prince of the 


hoſt, and by him the daily ſacrifice was taken away, ans 
the place of his ſanctuary was caſt down, 


And an hoſt was given him againſt the daily ſacrifice 
by reaſon of tranſgreſſion, and it caſt down the truth to 
the ground; and it practiſed, and proſpered. | 


Then I heard one faint ſpeaking, and another ſaint 


ſaid unto that certain ſaint which ſpake, How long ſhall 
be the viſion concerning the daily ſacrifice, and the tranſ- 
greſſion of deſolation, to give both the ſanQuary ang the 


hoſt to be trodden under foot ? 
And he ſaid unto me, Unto two thouſand and three 


hundred days; then ſhall the ſanctuary be cleanſed. 

And it came to paſs, when I, even I Daniel, had ſeen 
the viſion, and fought for the meaning, then, behold, 
there ſtood before me as the appearance of a man. 

And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, 
which called, and ſaid, Gabriel, make this man to —_ 


ſtand the yition, 
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So he came near where I ſtood: and when he came I- 

was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he ſaid unto me, 

, Underſtand, O ſon of man: for 5 6. Une ofthe cud 
chall be the viſion. | 

Now as he was ſpeaking with me, I was in a 2 


ſleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched 
me, and ſet me upright. + 


And he faid, Behold, I will make thee know what 
ſhall be in the laſt end of the indignation : for at the time 


appointed the end ſhall be, 


- The ram which thou ſaweſt having two horns, are the 
kings of Media and Perſia. 
And the rough goat-is the king of Grecia: and the 
great horn that is between his eyes is the firſt king. 
Now that being broken, whereas four ſtood up for it, 
four kingdoms ſhall ſtand up out of the nation, but not 


| In his power. 


And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the 
tranſgreſſors are come to the full, a king of fierce coun- 
tenance, and underſtanding dark ſentences, ſhall ſtand up. 
And his power ſhall be mighty, but not by his own 
power: and he ſhall deſtroy wonderfully, and ſhall proſ- 
per, and practiſe, and ſhall deſtroy the mighty and the 
holy people. 

And through his policy alſo he hall cauſe craſt t to 
proſper in his hand: and he ſhall magnify himſelf in his 
heart, and by peace ſhall deſtroy many: he ſhall alſo 
ſtand up againſt the PRINCE of Princes: but he ſhall be 


broken without hand. 


And the viſion of the evening and the morning which 
was told is true : wherefore ſhut thou up the viſion ; for 


it ſhall be for many days. 


And I Daniel fainted, and was fick certain days; hs. 
ward I roſe up, and did the king's buſineſs; and I was 
aſtoniſhed at the viſion, but none underſtood it. 
| ANNOTATIONS 
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ANNOTATIONS ax REFLECTIONS 

This prophecy. evidently relates to the Perſian and 
Grecian monarchies. The emblems here given of theſe 
kingdoms will appear highly proper, if we conſider that 
a ram or ram's head was the royal enfign of the Perfians , 
and that the Greeks of Macedonia were called Ægiade, 
or the people of the goat, for 200 years before the time 
of Daniel. Caraunus, their founder, ſettled in a place 
where there was a flock of goats, and from thence called 
his ſettlement goat's town, and made the figure of a goat 
his enſign. We ſhall ſoon ſee now literally this pro- 
phecy was accompliſhed. . 

Artaxerxes-Mnemon, one of the ſons of Darius-No- 
thus, ſucceeded him in the throne. The reign of this 
king is long, and full of intereſting events; but we muſt 
confine ourſelves to the Jewiſh hiſtory. 

In the thirty-ſecond year of Artaxerxes died Jehoida the 
high- prieſt, who was ſucceeded by his ſon Jehonan, called 
alſo Jonathan, who held it thirty-two years. Jeſhua, 
his brother, by means of the governor of Syria, obtained 
a grant of the priefthood for himſelf, and went to take 
poſſeſſion ; which occaſioned a great contention, and Je- 
honan killed Jeſhua in the inner court of the Temple. 
The governor of Syria was exceedingly enraged at this 
action, and, coming up to Jeruſalem, obliged the prieſts 
to pay out of the public treaſury a very conſiderable tax; 
but they were at his death relieved from it. Jaddua, the 
ſon of Jehonan, e his father as 5 of the 
Jews. 

Towards the latter end of the reign of Ane 
great diſturbances aroſe in the Perſian empire, occaſioned 
by the contentions of his ſons about the ſueceſſion, for 
ke had a numerous family. At length the poor old king, 

OG who 


= — 
— — — r 2 
— — — * - 


l 
$1] 
\ 
7 
1 
. 
17 
1. 
N 
* 
4 
{41 
i 


ql 
16 
1 


— — 


. — — 


— 


— 


Do * 
— (y — 


== 


— 


— 
3 


6300 
who was upwards of ninety- four years of age, died of 


. one of his dns, ſucceeded to the 
throne. This monarch was the nn and worſt of all 
the Perſian kings. | 

The Sidonians, and other Wen revolted, and 
entered into a confederacy with the king of Egypt; but 


Artaxerxes ſubdued them all. The Sidonians were be- 


trayed into his hands by their own king; and, finding 
there was no way to eſcape either by ſea or land, they 
retired to their houſes, and, ſetting fire to them over 
their heads, were all conſumed to the number of forty 
thouſand men, beſides women and children. Artaxerxes, 
having no farther need of the king of Sidon, cauſed him 
to be put to death: there were vaſt riches in Sidon at the 
time of this calamity, which being all melted down by 
the flames, Artaxerxes ſold the aſhes for a conſiderable 
ſum of money. 

The Jews ſeem to have e with the Phcenicians 

againſt Artaxerxes; for, after the deſtruction of Sidon, he 
marched into Judea, beſieged and took Jericho, and 
making many of the Jews ns fans: led them into o Egypt 
and other parts, 
Artaxerxes at length ſubdued all the cited provinces, 
and then gave himſelf up to luxury and diſſipation, and 
left the management of public affairs to miniſters. After 
he had reigned twenty - one e he was poiſoned by 
Bagoas his favourite. 

Upon the death of Artaxerxes-Ochus, Arſes, the ſon of 
that monarch, was made king by Bagoas, who put all the 
king's ſons to death. The ame of king was all that re- 
mained to Arſes, for the power and en Bagoas re- 
ſerved to himſelf. 

About this time Pate of Macedon was made com- 

mander 


mander in chief of all the Grecian cities and ſtates for 
carrying on a war againſt the Perſians; but, before he 
could ſet out on the expedition, he was ſlain at home by 
a young nobleman, whoſe injuries he had neglected to 
redreſs; and was ſucceeded by his ſon Alexander, who 
was then about twenty-one years old, 

Arſes, king of Perſia, was ſlain by the treachery of 
Bagoas, who then placed on the throne Darius the Third, 


diſtinguiſhed in hiſtory. by the name of Darius Codo- 


manus, 

 Bagoas, not finding him ſuch an one as would anſwer 
his purpoſe, reſolved to poiſon him ; but Darius being ap- 
priſed of it, obliged him to drink the deadly potion him- 
ſelf, and became ſettled in the kingdom without me 
farther difficulty. | 

Darius Codomanus is ſaid to have been the handſome 

man in the Perſian empire, very valiant, and of a mild 
and generous diſpoſition : he was ſcarcely ſeated on the 
throne, before Alexander, king of Macedon, prepared to 
drive him from it. 
The prophecy of Daniel, contained in this ſection, re- 
ſpecting the conqueſt of Perſia by the Greeks, gives one 
a lively image of the conteſt between the two kingdoms: 
one part of it evidently related to Alexander. The notable 
horn certainly meant Alexander the Great, as the follow- 
ing account of him, extracted from authentic authors, 
will evince. 

Alexander, ſhortly after his father's death, was declared 
general of the Greeks ; and marched into Perſia with an 
army, conhiſting of no more than thirty thouſand foot, 
and four thouſand horſe, furniſhed only with a ſum ſuf- 
ficient to ſubſiſt his army for thirty days. He encoun- 
tered the Perſian army at the river Granicus, and gained 
a great victory over them, though they were five times 

his 
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his number, and got poſſeſſion of ſeveral provinces, and 
a great deal of treaſure, After this, he defeated Darius, 
whoſe army conſiſted of fix hundred thouſand men. 
Above one hundred thouſand Perſians were left dead 
in the field; and a great number trampled to death by 
their own party, as they were endeavouring to eſcape 
through a narrow paſs. In this battle Darius was in 
great danger of loſing his life; and his W 8e children, 
and family, were taken captives. 

After ALEXANDER had defeated Darius, he marched 
along the ſea-coaſt towards Phœnicia: every place he 
came to yielded, but none more readily than Sidon. We 
have before related, that this city was miſerably deftroyed 
in the reign of ArTaxerxes Ochus; but it happened 
that ſome of its inhabitants were abſent on merchandiſe 
and other occaſions : theſe returned and rebuilt the city; 
but, having an inveterate hatred to the Perſians, gladly 
ſubmitted to Alexander. 

The whole of Syria and Phœnicia was now ſubdued 
by the Macedonians, excepting the city of Tyre, which 
being excellently fituated for commerce, ſtanding on an 
iſland, and having noble ports, was not ſo much a city 
belonging to any particular nation as the common city of 
all nations, to which they ſent their different commo- 
dities, and from whence they received the product o 
other lands. 
| The prophecies of Iſaiah and Ezekiel, concerning this 
kingdom, were partly fulfilled by Nebuchadnezzar in the 
deſtruction of Old Hire; but the new city roſe to ftill 
greater power and grandeur than the other, and was in 
a very flouriſhing condition in the time of Alexander, 
Let us now ſee what theſe propliets PEI concern 
5 it. 
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SECTION LXXXVI. 


PROPHBCIRS OP IBATAR AND EZEKIEL CONCERNING 
THE TOTAL OVERTHROW OF TYRE BY THE GRECIANS. 


From Jai. Chap. xxiii.— Exel. Chap. xxvii.. 
I, Tux burden of Tyre. Howl, ye ſhips of Tarſhith : 


for it is laid waſte, ſo that there is no houſe, no en 
in. From the land of Chittim it is revealed to them. 
Bee ſtill, ye inhabitants of the iſle, thou whom the mer - 
chants of Zidon, that paſs over the ſea, have repleniſhed. 
And by great waters the ſeed of Sihor, the harveſt of 
the river, is her revenue; and ſhe is a mart of nations. 
Be thon aſhamed, O Zidon : for the ſea hath ſpoken, 
even the ſtrength of the ſea, ſaying, I travail not, nor 
bring forth children, neither do I nouriſh up young men, 
-nor bring up virgins. 
As at the report concerning Egypt, ſo ſhall they be 
ſorely pained at the report of Tyre. 
Paſs ye over to Tarſhiſh ; howl, ye anne of the 
iſle. 
Is this your joyous city, whoſe . is of Ae 
days? her own feet ſhall carry her afar off to ſojourn. 
- Who hath taken his counſel againſt Tyre the crown- 
ing city, whoſe merchants are princes, whoſe traffickers 
are the honourable of the earth * The Lord of hoſts 
hath purpoſed it, to ſtain the pride of all glory, and tb 
bring into contempt all the honourable of the earth. * 
Paſs through thy land as a river, O daughter of TW 
ſhiſh: there is no more ſtrength. 
He ſtretched out his hand over the ſea, he ſhook the 
kingdoms, the Lozp hath given a commandment againſt 
the merchant city, to deſtroy the ſtrong holds thereof. 
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And he ſaid, Thou ſhalt no more rejoice, O thou op- 
preſſed virgin, daughter of Zidon: ariſe, paſs over to 
Chittim: there alſo ſhalt thou have no reſt. ä 


B chold, the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not 
till the Aſſyrian founded it for them that dwell in the 


wilderneſs: they ſet up the towers thereof, they raiſed 
up the palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. 
Howl, ye ſhips of Tarſhiſh: for or op firength 3 is laid 


And it ſhall. come to aid after! the end of 3 


. years, that the Lonxp will viſit Tyre, and ſhe ſhall turn 
to her hire, and ſhall commit abomination with all the 


kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. 

And her merchandiſe and her hire ſhall be holineſs to 
the Lonp : it ſhall not be treaſured nor laid up; for her 
merchandiſe ſhall be for them that dwell before the 
Lon, to eat ſufficiently; and for durable clothing. 

II. Thy rowers have brought thee into great waters: 
the eaſt wind hath broken thee in the midſt of the ſeas. 


Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandiſe, thy ma- 


_ -xiners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers of 


thy merchandiſe, and all thy men of war that are in thee, 


and in all thy company which is in the midſt of thee, 


ſhall fall into the midft of the ſeas in the days of thy ruin, 
The ſuburbs ſhall ſhake at the ſound of the cry of thy 

pilots. 85 

And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and all the 

pilots of the ſea, ſhall come down from their ſhips, they 

ſhall ſtand upon the land; and ſhall cauſe their voice to 

be heard againſt thee, and ſhall cry bitterly, and ſhall 


caſt up duſt upon their heads, they ſhall wallow them- 


ſelves in the aſhes : 7 1 
And they ſhall make thenidetins W bald for thee, 


and gird them with ſackcloth, and they ſhall weep for 
thee with bitterneſs of heart, and bitter wailing. 


And 
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And in cheir wailing they ſhall take up a lamentation 
for thee, and lament over thee, ſaying, What city is like 
Tyrus, like the deſtroyed in the midſt of the ſea? When 
thy wares went forth out of the ſeas, thou filledſt many 
people; thou didſt enrich the kings of the earth with the 
multitude of thy riches and of thy merchandize. | 

In the time when thou ſhalt be broken by the ſeas in 
the depths of the waters, thy merchandiſe and all wy 
company in the midſt of thee thall fall. 

All the inhabitants of the iſles ſhall be aſtoniſhed at 
thee, and their kings ſhall be fore afraid, they ſhall be 
troubled in their countenance. 
The merchants among the people ſhall hiſs at thee : 
thou ſhalt be a terror, and never thall be any more, 


ANNOTATION I AND REFLECTION 8. 


From the firſt of theſe predictions we underſtand, that 
it was foreknown to the Aluienrx that Tyre would 
provoke Divine juſtice to inflict another heavy judgment 
upon it, and that he ordained Chittim, which is Mace- 
donia, to be the inſtrument of Divine vengeance. The 
ſecond extract deſcribes all the commercial and maritime 
world as grieved and aſtoniſhed at her fate, and greatly 
alarmed for their own. Let us now enquire after Alex- 
ander's proceedings in reſpect to this kingdom. 

The Tyrians, hearing of the rapid ſucceſs of the Gre- 
cian conqueror, were deſirous of ſecuring the friendſhip 
of this mighty monarch, for which purpoſe they ſent 
ambaſſadors to him with proviſions for his army; but he 
infiſted on their ſubmitting to him as their maſter, on 
which they denied him admittance into their city. He 
then reſolved to beſiege it; and at length, with great {kill 
and labour, accompliſhed the conqueſt of od Tyre, and 
atterwards burnt new Tyre to the ground, and deſtroyed 


er enſlaved all its inhabitants. Eight thouſand he flew 
in battle, two thouſand of thoſe whom he took priſoners 
he cauſed to be crucified; the reſt, to the number of 
thirty thouſand, were ſold for flaves. Some had, before 
the fiege, ſent their wives and children to Carthage for 
ſafety ; and ſome were preſerved by the Sidonians, who 
conveyed them away privately in ſhips. Theſe were 
very heavy judgments, but from the prophetic writings 
we learn that they were deſervedly inflicted; for the re- 
membrance of the former misfortunes, which had be- 
fallen Tyre, was obliterated by a ſeries of proſperity, and 
the inhabitants once more regarded her as the gueen of 
cities pride, luxury, avarice, licentiouſneſs, and impiety, 
again ruled their actions; they again confided in their 
own ſtrength and power, forgetful of the Azmicuty, 
whe had before humbled them in the duſt, 

The following extract from the prophecy of Ezekiel 
gives a lively idea of the magnificence 9 
this famous city. 


SECTION LXXXVII 
PART OP THE PROPHECY OF BZEKIEL CONCERNING TYRE, 
| From Ezekiel, Chap. xxvii. 


O TrOV that art fituate at the entry of the ſea, which 
art a merchant of the people for many iſles, Thus faith 
the Lorp Gop; O Tyrus, thou haſt ſaid, I am n 
beauty. 

Thuy borders are in the midſt of the ſeas, thy builders 
have perfected thy beauty. 

Tbey have made all thy ſhip boards of fir- trees of 
Bir; they have taken cedars from Lebanon to make 
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Ot the oaks of Baſhan have they made thine oars: the 
company of the Aſhurites have made thy benches of 
0 brought out of the iſles of Chittim. | 

Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was that 
which thou ſpreadeſt forth to be thy ſail; blue and 
purple from the iſles of Eliſha was that which covered 
thee. 

The inhabitants of Zidon and Arvad were thy ma- 
riners: thy wiſe men, 0 Tyrus, that were in thee, were 
thy pilots. 

The ancients of Gebal and the wiſe men thereof were 
in thee thy calkers: all the ſhips of the ſea with their 
mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandiſe. 

They of Perſia, and of Lud, and of Phut, were in thine 
army, thy men of war: they hanged the ſhield and _ 
met in thee; they ſet forth thy comelineſs. 

The men of Arvad with thine army were upon 5 
walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy 
towers: they hanged their ſhields upon thy walls round 
about: they have made thy beauty perfect. 

Tarſhiſh was thy merchant by reaſon of the multitude 
of all kind of riches; with filver, iron, tin, and lead, 1 
traded i in thy fairs. 

Javan, Tubal, and Meſhech, they were thy merchatits: : 
they traded the perſons of men and veſſels of braſs in 
thy market. 

They of the houſe of Togarmah traded i in thy fairs 
with horſes, and horſemen, and mules. 

Ihe men of Dedan were thy merchants : many iſles 
were the merchandiſe of thine hand : they brought thee 
for a preſent horns of ivory, and ebony. | 

Syria was thy merchant by reaſon of the multitude of 
the wares of thy making: they occupied in thy fairs with 
emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and fine linen, 
gud coral, and agate. 

Judah, 
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Judah, and the land of Iſrael, they were thy merchants : 


they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, and Pan- 


nag, and honey, and oil, and balm, 
' Damaſcus was thy merchant. in the multitude of the 


. wares of thy making, for the multitude of all riches; in 
the wine of Helbon, and white wool. 


Dan alſo and Javan going to and fro occupied 1 in thy 
fairs: bright iron, caſſia, and calamus, were in thy 


market. SY 
Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for 


chariots. 
Arabia, and all 8 of Kedar, they hes 
with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats : in thele were 


they, thy merchants. 


The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were thy 
merchants: they occupied in thy fairs with chief of all 
ſpices, and with all precious ftones, and gold, 

Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants of 
Sheba, Aſhur, and Chilmad, were thy merchants. 

Theſe were thy merchants in all forts of things, in 
blue clothes, and broidered work, and in cheſts of rich 
apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar among thy 


merchandiſe. 


The ſhips of Tarſhiſh did fing of thee i in thy market; 


and thou waſt repleniſhed and made very mane att in the 


midſt of the ſeas, 


'. ANNOTATIONS axp REFLECTIONS. 


What a ftrong reſemblance does Great Britain bear to 
Tyre in many particulars. It is, like that, an ifland 
guarded by the ocean, and the acknowledged ſovereign 
of the ſeas. _ Riches flow into her from every quarter of 
the globe, and the produce of her land is ſought by diſ- 


tant nations, Her pride, like that of Tyre, has fre- 
- quently 
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quently provoked the -Loxp to ſend chaſtiſements upon 
her; but hitherto the has not been totally abandoned to 
infidelity and vice. Many righteous have been found 
in her borders, for whoſe ſake the Almighty has graci- 
ouſly averted his heavy judgments. - O may the number 
of theſe faithful ſervants increaſe! may true religion 
flouriſh and abound l. may the ſabbaths of the Lon be 
properly obſeryed ! may the” Saviour-of the world be 
duly honoured! may the rich exerciſe- benevolence, and 
the poor act with integrity | may Britiſh youth of both 
ſexes, and all conditions, impreſs upon their yet uncor- 
rupted minds this important precept, that RiG6uTzovs-- 
NESS BXALTETH A NATION, BUT SIN 18 THE DESTUC= 
TION OP ANT PEOPLE; and may they regulate their. 
lives accordingly. Then will the Lonxp not only ſpare 
our Tyre, but make us the GLORNY OF NATIONS, A HOLY. 
PEOPLE: and he will be near at hand to grant us all 
things neceſſary for our temporal and eternal welfare. 
Happy are the people who are in ſuch a cafe, yea bleſſed 
are the people who have the Lox for their Gop | 


SECTION LXXXVIII. 
THE END OF THE PERSIAN, AND THE BEGINNING or 
THE GRECTAN, EMPIRE, 


AxTex Alexander had ſubdued Tyre, he marched to 
Jeruſalem; the cauſe of his doing ſo was this. The Ty- 
rians, being chiefly given to merchandiſe, were moſtly 
ſupplied with proviſions by their neighbours ; and Galilee, 
Samaria, and Judea, being the countries from whence 
they were principally furniſhed, Alexander, during the 
lege of Tyre, was obliged to apply to the ſame quarter, 
and therefore ſeat to require the inhabitauts of thoſe 

places 


( 310 ) 
places to ſubmit to him. The Jews pleaded their oath of 
allegiance to Darius, which forbad their acknowledging 


a new maſter during his life; this exceedingly enraged 
the proud conqueror, and he reſolved to puniſh Jeruſa- 
lem. In this diftreſs Jaddua the high - prieſt, who had 


then the immediate government of the people under the 


Perſians, being in great perplexity, reſolved to /cek the 


Lorp, and trig to his ALMIGHTY PROTECTION, Sacri- 
fices and prayers were devoutly offered, and the Loxn 
had compaſſion on his people; and directed Jaddua in 


the viſions of the night to go out and meet the conqueror 


in his facred robes, with all the prieſts in their proper 
habits, and the people in white garments, which they 
did; and, advancing to a place called Sapha (an eminence 
without Jeruſalem), there waited the coming of Alex- 
ander, and on his approach met him in a folemn manner. 
He was ſtruck with profound awe at the ſpectacle; and 
haſtening forward, bowed down to Jaddua with a religious 
veneration, to the great ſurpriſe of thoſe who attended 

While all ſtood amazed, Parmenio, one of Alexander's 
generals, aſked him how it came to paſs that he, whom 
all adored, ſhould pay ſuch adoration to the Jewiſh high- 
prieſt; to which he anſwered, that he did not pay that 
adoration to him, but to the Gop whoſe prieſt he was, 
For that when he was in Macedonia, and was deliberating 
how he ſhould carry on the war againſt Perfia, and was 
in much doubt about the undertaking, he ſaw in a dream 
this very man, who encouraged him to lay afide all fear 
and diffidence, and paſs boldly into Afia ; promiſing him 
that Gop would be his guide, and give him the empire 


of the Petſians. Therefore he was now confident he 


ſhould ſucceed according to his defire: then turning to 
Jaddua, he kindly embraced him, and-entered Jerufalent 
W in 
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in a friendly manner, where he offered ſacrifices to Gor 
in the Temple; and Jaddua having ſhewn him the pro- 
phecies of Daniel, which predicted the overthrow of the 
Perſian empire by a Grecian king, he went from thence 
with greater aſſurance of ſucceſs, not doubting but he 
was the perſon meant by thoſe prophecies &. 

This account is a farther confirmation of the opinion 


acquainted with the prophecies relating to themſelves, 
and with the exiſtence and ſupremacy of the Loxp Gop, 


The Samaritans, encouraged by Alexander's treatment 
of the Jews, met him alſo with great pomp, and prayed 


that he would honour their city and temple with his pre- 


ſence. He anſwered them kindly, but was not then at 


leiſure, being on a haſty march into Egypt; and ſoon 
brought that country into ſubjection to him. Here he 
built a city, and called it, after his own name, ALzx- 


ANDRI1A, and afterwards peopled it with colomes r 


from other places; among whom were many Jews: 


theſe he gave great privileges, and allowed them the free 


uſe of their religion. 


When Alexander had ſettled all his affairs in Egypt, 


he haſted toward the eaſt to find ont Darius. In his re- 


turn towards Paleſtine, he learnt that Andronicus, a great 


favourite of his, whom he had made governor of Syria 
and Paleſtine, had been murdered by the Samaritans; 
who, rifing in a tumult, had ſet fire to the houſe in which 
he was, and burnt him to death, on account, as is ſup- 
poſed, of their not having the ſame privileges granted to 
them as their enemies the Jews had. Alexander being 


exceedingly exaſperated againſt the Samaritans, cauſed 


all who had any part in the murder to be put to death, 


See Dan. vill, gi 
and 


which is juſtified by ſeveral paſſages in holy writ, that 
the great conquerors were by ſome means or other made 


— 


* 
= WI: = — — —— — — = — — 
— prone _ - — — — = 0 > = 2 — TIC * = — — 
— — — — —— 92 — — = 2 — —— 2 = 6 
—.— — ae ec.athe, — rocegent ant 4 — — — — —— — — — 
— — — — — — — Is, ES SATO 
. 


— 


— — — 


— 


— — 


— ——— —— — 


— — — —— — 


63205 


and en all the reſt out of the city, placing Macedo- 
nians in their ſtead, and giving the remainder of their 
territories to the Jews. Thoſe who ſurvived the cala- 
mity retired to Sechem, under mount Gerizim, and from 
that time this place became the netropolis of the Sama- 
ritan ſet. Thoſe Samaritans, who were in his army, 

- Alexander ſent to Egypt, to prevent diſturbances, and 
then purſued his courſe in queſt of other conqueſts. , In 
a ſhort ſpace of time he got pollethon of the 1. Per- 
ſian empire. 

Darius defended his. kingdom to the utmoſt of his 
power; but was at laſt treacherouſly ſeized by two of his 
generals, and bound with chains of gold, and afterwards 
mortally wounded by them, and left in a covered chariot, 
where he expired before the arrival of Alexander; who 
lamented his unhappy fate, and beſtowed an honourable 
funeral upon him, and treated'his family with the utmoſt 
kindneſs. Thus died Dazxivs Copomanvus, and with 
him ended the Perſian empire, after having exiſted two 
hundred and nineteen years, from the beginning of the 
reign of Cyrus, 

At the time the Ter nus e Babylon, they 
were a ſober, laborious, and modeſt people; but, after 
they had completed their conqueſts, they degenerated 
from their natural character, and grew fond of magniti- 
cence, eaſe, and pleaſure; till at length they became like 
the Babylonians, and were regarded as the moſt luxu- 
rious people in the world; therefore we cannot wonder 
that the Grecians were ſuffered to ſubdue them. 

When Alexander had ſecured to himſelf the Perſian 
empire, he reſolved on the conqueſt of other nations; and, 
after a variety of ſucceſſes, which are related in the Gre- 
cian hiſtory, he took up his refidence in Babylon. Here 
he employed his thoughts in plans for the embelliſhment 


of the city, and meditated future enterpriſes ; but met 
with 
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with obſtacles at firſt, and died before the completion of 
his ſchemes. A ſupreme cauſe, unknown to men, over- 
ruled his actions, that the prophecies againſt Babylon, 
written 300 years before, might be accompliſhed. - - 
Alexander intended to repair the temple of Belus, but 

Gop had ordained that it ſhould never be rebuilt. The 
Jews, who were among Alexander's army, refuſed to take 
their turn in clearing away the rubbiſh, though they 
were repeatedly puniſhed; but at length the king, ad- 
miring their conſtancy, diſcharged them, and ſet them 
What we have lately read, concerning the empire of 
the Perſians, and the conqueſts of Alexander, is related 
in the works of Jewiſh and heathen writers. For the 
future we muſt have recourſe to the antiquities of Joſe- 
phus, a learned Jew, and the Apocryphal Books, which are 
to be found in our larger bibles. The authors of theſe 
books are not certainly known, and therefore they are not 
admitted as facred; but they are notwithſtanding much 
eſteemed : ſome, on account of the excellent moral pre- 
cepts they contain ; and others, for the credible relations 
they give of the hiſtory of the Jews. Among the latter 
are. the two books of the Maccabees ; from the firſt of 
which the following ſection is extracted. 
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| SUPPLEMENT, 
TO CONNECT THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT, 


mmm — 


SECTION I. 


DEATH OF ALEXANDER, AND THE DIVISION OF HIS 
EMPIRE. | ; 


Axp it happened, after that Alexander, ſon of Philip 


the Macedonian, who came out of the land of Chittim, 


had ſmitten Darius king of the Perſians and Medes, that 


| he reigned in his ſtead, the firſt over Greece; and made 


many wars, and won many ſtrong holds, and flew the 
kings of the earth; and went through to the ends of the 
earth, and took ſpoils of many nations, inſomuch that 
the earth was quiet before him : whereupon he was ex- 
alted, and his heart was lifted up. And he gathered a 
mighty ftrong hoſt, and ruled over countries, and na- 
tions, and-kings, who became tributaries unto him. And 
after theſe things he fell fick, and perceived that he 
ſhould die. Wherefore he called his ſervants, ſuch as 
were honourable and had been brought up with him from 
his youth, and parted his kingdom among them, while 


he was yet alive. So Alexander reigned twelve years, 


and then died. And his ſervants bare rule every one in 
his place. And after his death, they all put crowns upon 
themſelves ; ſo did their ſons after them many years, and 
evils were multiplied in the earth, 

This account of Alexander's death, &c. is corroborated 
by heathen authors, who relate, that whilſt Alexander 
continued in Babylon he gave himſelf up to great ex- 
WED Eh. ceſſes. 
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ceſſes. He was for ever ſolemnizing new feſtivals, and 
perpetually at new banquets. After baving ſpent a whole 


night in drinking, a ſecond feaſt was propoſed to him. 


He went accordingly, and there were twenty gueſts at 


table. He drank to the health of every perſon in com- 


pany, and then pledged them ſeverally. After this, | 
calling for the cup of Hercules, which held fix bottles, 
he poured it all down, drinking to one of the company, 
who pledged him again in the ſame furious bumper. 
Alexander had no ſooner ſwallowed it than he fell on the 
floor, conguered by intemperance. In this condition he | 
was ſeized with a fever, which very ſaon put an end to 
his life, at the age of thirty-two years and eight months, 
Alexander did not name his ſucceſſor, as he knew 
there would be great diſputes on the ſubject, for his chil- 
dren were too young to aſſert their elaim, and he had no 
friend he could depend on as a guardian; be therefore, 
in his life-time, gave the government of different pro- 
vinces to his principal commanders, This filled them 
with aſpiring views, and made them, when their great 
leader was removed, deſirous of ſovereign power; agree- 
able to Daniel's prediction concerning Alexander's king- 
dom, That it flwuld be rent aſunder after his deceaſe, and 
that e not be trauſmitted in the uſuul way to /as 


WW 7/tericy . 


As ſoon as Alexander's death was known, there was a 
general lamentation, for he was greatly beloved and re- 


verenced. His army in particular abandoned themſelyes 
to immoderate grief. The ſtate in which they were left 


{truck them with conſternation, for they had many evils 
to dread in conſequence of his loſs, The only way to 
prevent them was by a ſpeedy nomination of a new ſove- 


* Daniel vi b. 
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reign; but no effort of human 0h could eſtabliſh a 
fole ſucceſſor to that prince, becauſe the purpoſes for 
which Alexander was raiſed to ſuch a pitch of power 
were anſwered in the chaſtiſement of the wicked nations 
he ſubdued; and the Lon, knowing that he would grow 
proud and arrogant, luxurious and impious, had ordained 
that his honour ſhould not deſcend to his poſterity. 
After Alexander's death, Babylon gradually fell into 
decay, till at length the predictions of the prophets were 
exactly fulfilled, and the place where it ſtood is ſo com- 
pletely occupied with wild beaſts and ſerpents, that tra- 
vellers tell us they dare not come near it; and thus we 
may be certain it will ever remain, for the Almighty has 
-doomed it never to be inhabited. What a warning does 
the fate of Babylon afford to wicked nations“ 
Alexander had an infant fon, to whom he had given 
the name of Hercules. He had alſo a brother named 
Aridæus, but he was young, and of a weak underſtanding, 
A variety of troubles and diſputes aroſe amongſt Alex- 
ander's chiefs; at length it was unanimouſly reſolved that 
Aridzns ſhould be made king, or rather that he ſhould 
be inveſted with the ſhew of royalty. Perdiccas, one of | 
the chiefs to whom Alexander had given his ring in his 
laſt moments, had the perſon of the prince committed to 
his care, and remained at Babylon as regent of the king- 
dom. The name of Aridæus was changed to Philip, and 
ſome time afterwards the ſon of Roxana (Alexanders 
queen), who was born after his father's death, was joined 
in the ſovereignty with Philip. In the mean time the 
reſt of the chiefs repaired to their ſeveral governments; 
and, as ſoon as they were ſettled in their provinces, began 
to form confederacies, and make war on one another, till 
in proceſs of time all were deſtroyed except Caf/ander, 
Lyfimachus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, and they divided the 
whole empire among them. 


In 
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In this diviſion ProLEMy, whom the Greeks call So- 

Tun, having taken poſſeſſion of Egypt, reſolved to make 
himſelf malter alſo of Cœlo-Syria, Phoenicia, and Paleſ- 
tine, CaLi9-Syktx was a part of via; PaLESTINE that 
country which was formerly the inheritance of the chil | 
dren of Iſrael; and Pama the maritime parts of both. 
Ptolemy ſucceeded in his enterprizes againſt theſe pro- 
vinces, but the Jews for ſome time refuſed to yield to 
him, on account of the oath they had taken to the go- 
vernor whom Ptolemy depoſed ; npon which he marched 
his forces into Judea, and, having got poſſeſſion of moſt 
of the country, laid fiege to jeruſalem. This city was 
ſtrong enough, both by nature and art, to have made a 
long refiſtanee ; but Ptolemy came upon them on the 
Sabbath-day, when he knew they would not defend 
themſelves, and took the place by ſtorm. At firſt he 
treated the inhabitants with great rigour; but afterwards, 
conſidering how faithful they had been to their former 
governor, he employed them in his army and garriſon, 
and granted them great privileges, upon which the whole 


nation of the Jews became ſubject to the king of Egypt. 


4 


SECTION H. 


TUE HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNDER THE KINGS OP 
EGYPT. | 


Tunkx years after. the death of Alexander the Great 


died Jaddua the high prieſt of the Jews, who was ſuc- 


ceeded by his ſon Onias. Onias died in the fifth year 
of the reign of Ptolemy Soter, king of Egypt ; and his ſon 
Simon, who, on account of the ſanctity of his life, was 
called Simon the Fuft, ſucceeded him. Simon continued 
in his office nine years, during which time he did many 
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beneficial acts, both for chureh and ftate, but particularly 
in collecting together the books of the Old Teſtament. 


Thoſe of Ezra, Efther, and the prophet Malachi; are ſup- 


poſed to have been. added by him to thofe before pub- 
liſhed by Ezra. Simon was the laft of the Great Syna- 
gogue, which confiſted of a tucceflion of men who at- 
tended to the preſervation of the accuracy of the ſcrip- 
tures, that they might net be corrupted; and it is by 
means of ſach perſons as Simon that we have had them 
tranſmitted to us. 

Simon was ſucceeded by his brother Eleazar, for his 
fon Onias was a minor when his father died. After the 


death of Simon, the Jews did -not rigorouſly confine 


themſelves to the doctrine of ſcripture, but &ad:rtion began 
to prevail; by tradition is meant, the ſayings of the an- 
cients, delivered down by word of mouth. Antigonus 
Socho, an eminent ſcribe in the law of Gop, preſident 


of the ſanhedrim, or ſenate of the elders at Jeruſalem, 


was the firſt teacher of this ſecondary law of tradition, 
Afterward (as we find in the New Teſtament) all the 
teachers or doctors of the Jewiſh law were ſometimes 
called ſcribes, and ſometimes i ATE, or thoſe who ſat 


in Moſes' ſeat. 
Ptolemy Soter eſtabliſhed a muſeam, This was a 


large edifice in the city of Alexandria, defigned for the 


habitation of ſuch learned men as made it their fludy to 


improve philotophy and all uſeful knowledge. This 


college produced a number of perſons eminent for litera- 
ture, and occaſioned Alexandria to be regarded, for 
many ages together, in all parts of the world, as the 


ſchool of learning. 
In this muſeum was a library, ſaid to have conſiſted of 


four hundred thouſand volumes; and there was another 


in a temple, which increaſed in time to three hundred 
thouſaud, 
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thouſand, amounting in the whole to ſeven hundred thou- 
ſand volumes. The greateſt part of this famous library 
was accidentally burnt by one of the Roman emperors ; 
and the reſt, which had received a confiderable addition, 
was at length, many years afterwards, deſtroyed by the 
Saracens. 

Ptolemy Soter was ſucceeded | in the throne by his ſon 


Ptolemy Philadelphus: this prince purſued his father's 


plan in reſpec to the muſeum; and hearing that the Jews 
tad a famous book (what we now call the Old Teſta- 
ment) which well deferved a place in the collection, he 
ſent to Eleazar, the high-prieſt, to defire an authentic 
copy of it; and, becauſe it was written in a language he 
did not underſtand, requeſted that Eleazar would ſend a 
competent number of learned men, well verſed both in 
Greek and Hebrew, to tranſlate it for him. Eleazar 
complied ; and it is faid, that ſeventy or ſeventy-two 
tranſlators were employed to turn the Old Teſtament into 
Greek; but whether ſo great a number were actually en- 
gaged in this work or not, is a queſtion of diſpute with 
the learned ; however, their verſion of the law of Moſes, 
with the tranſlation of the prophets, which was after- 
wards made and. added, is called from this circumſtance 
the tranſlation of the ſeventy. You have been told in 
what manner the law was explained in Chaldee by Ezra 
after the return of the Jews from Babylon ; when, by 
their refidence at Alexandria, the Greek was become 
moſt familiar to them, the ſcriptures were explained in 
that language; and from thence thoſe Jews were called 
Helleniſts, or Greekizing Jews, becauſe they uſed the 
Greek language in their ſynagogues. | 
After the death of Ptolemy Philadelphus, Evergetus 

came to the crown of Egypt, and Onias ſucceeded his 
uncle Eleazar as high- prieſt. * 
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Onias was the fon of Simon the juft, but in many re- 
ſpects the very reverſe of his father: at the beſt he was 


a very weak and inconfiderate man, 
When Ptolemy Evergetes died, his ſon Philopater ſuc- 


. ceeded to the throne. Antiochvs the Great, king of 
Syria (who deſcended from Scleucus), diſpoſſeſſed the 


Egyptian king of ſeveral of his provinces, amongſt 
which was Judea ; but Philopater afterwards defeated 
the army of Antiochus, and recovered Cœlo-Syria and 
Paleſtine. 3 : | 

Ptolemy viſited the cities which he had regained by 
this victory, amongſt which was Jeruſalem. Here he 
took a view of the Temple, and preſented coſtly gifts, and 
offered ſacrifices to the Gop of Tfael; but not being con- 


tent with an outward view, he was defirous of entering 


into the SANCTUARY, nay, even into the MOSTHOLY PLACE, 
which none but the prieſt (and that only on the great 
day of expiation)-was allowed to enter. This occaſioned 


great confuſion ; the prieſts and Levites aſſembled to 


prevent the king's entrance, but all to no purpoſe. Phi 
lopater reſolved to gratify his curioſity, and accordingly 
preſſed on to go into the inner-court ; but as he was 
paſling farther to go into the Temple, he was ſeized with 
a ſudden terror and conſternation of mind, and carried 
out half dead. In a ſhort time, he departed from the 


| place, highly incenſed with the whole nation of the 


Tews, and uttering many bitter threatenings againſt them, 
Simon (the ſecond of that name) the. ſon of Onias, 
was high-prieſt at this time; his father dying towards 


the end of the former year, he ſucceeded him in the 


office. Onias had been extremely negligent during his 
adminiſtration, which - the Samaritans taking advantage 
of, had been very vexatious to the Jews, by plundering 
and ravaging their country, carrying many of the inha- 
bitants into captivity, and ſelling them for ſlaves. 


No 
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No ſooner was Ptolemy arrived at Alexandria, than 
he publiſhed a decree, excluding every one who did not 
ſacrifice to his idol from having any acceſs to him; de- 
grading the Jews from the rights and privileges they 
had in the city, and ordering them all to be marked 
with the impreflion of an ivy-leaf with a red-hot . 
and as many as refuſed, to be put to death. 

Nor did his rage end here, for he ſent out orders, re- 
quiring his officers to bring all the Jews who lived any 
where in Egypt, in in chains to Alexandria; and having 
ſhat them up in a large place without the city, called 
the Hippodrome, where the people uſed to aſſemble to 
ſee horſe-races and other ſhews, he propoſed the next 
day to make a ſpectacle of them, by having them de- 
ſiroyed by elephants; and to make theſe beaſts more 
furious, they were intoxicated with wine mingled with 
frankincenſe ; but the King the night before, having ſat 
up late at a feaſt, overſlept hunſelf, which obliged the 


- ſhew to be put off. He did fo the next day; all this 


while the poor Jews continued ſhut up in the Hippo- 
drome, where they ceaſed not with the moſt earneſt 
ſupplications to implore the mercy of Gop, who gra- 
ciouſly heard their prayer, and afforded them a wonder- 
ful deliverance. For on the third day, when the king 
was preſent, and the elephants let looſe, inſtead of fall- 
20g upon the Jews, they turned all their rage upon thoſe 
who came to ſee the ſhow, and killed numbers of them. 

This wonderful event ſo terrified the king, that he or- 
dered all the Jews to be ſet at liberty, reſtored them to 
their former privileges, and among other favours, in- 
dulged them with the power of putting choſe to death 


who had apoſtatized from their religion; but of the 


many thouſand of the Jewiſh race, who then dwelt at 
Alexandria, only three hundred of them had forſaken 
their Gop to gain the favour of the king. 
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Upon the death of Ptolemy Philopater, his ſon Ptole- 


my Epiphanes (a child of five years old) ſucceeded to 
the throne; but Antiochus the Great, king of Syria, 
taking advantage of the young king's inability to oppoſe 


him, marched into Cœlo-Syria and Paleſtine, and in a 
very ſhort time made himſelf maſter of them, and was 
cheerfully received by the Jews; in ieturn for which, he 
granted them liberty to live according to (any © own late 
and religion. 

Shortly after this, Antiochus made peace with N 
and gave him his daughter Cleopatra to wife; and with 
her, as dower, Cœlo-Syria and Paleſtine, upon condition 


of dividing the revenues of thoſe provinces with him. 


SECTION II. 


THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNDER ANTIOCHUS THE 
GREAT, AND SELEUCUS KING OP SYRIA. 


AxTiocuvs was a prince of great humanity, cle- 
mency, and beneficence, and very juſt in the adminiſtra- 
tion of his government ; and till the fiftieth year of his 
life managed all his affairs with valour, prudence, and 
application, which deſervedly gained him the title of 
the great: but afterwards he declined in wiſdom and 
conduct, till at length he was vanquiſhed by the Ro- 
mans, driven out of the beſt part of his dominions, 


forced to ſubmit to very diſgraceful terms of peace, and 


at laſt died in an inglorious manner: for, having robbed 
an idol temple, he was flain by the people of the country 
as he was carrying off the ſpoil. There is amongſt the 
prophecies of Daniel * a very remarkable prediction re- 


* Dan. xi. 12 to 14 incluſive. See the Application in Rallin's An- 
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ſpecting Antiochus the Great, but this cannot be ex- 


- plained without entering into an hiſtorical detail of this 


reign, too copious for our examination at preſent, 
After the death of Antiochus the Great, his ſon Se- 


lencus Philopater ſucceeded him in the kingdom of 
Syria, to which he annexed Cœlo-Syria, Paleſtine, and 


other adjacent provinces : it is not certain at what time, 
or by what means, be gained poſſeſſion of them. At 
firſt he favoured the Jews, and ſupplied them with all 
things neceſſary for the ſervice of the Temple at his 
own expence ; but being informed by one Simon a Ben- 
jamite, who was governor of the Temple, and had diſ- 
agreed with the high-prieſt, that there were great riches 
in the Temple, he ſent his treaſurer, Heliodorus, to ſeize 
and bring them to Antioch, © Heliodorus ſet out upon 
his journey; and when he arrived at Jerufalem, met 


with a moſt gracious reception from the high-prieſt : but 


as ſoon as he inſormed him that he came in the king's 
name to demand the money which they had in the 
treaſury, the high-prieſt remonſtrated with him on the 
cruelty and injuſtice of ſeizing what was depoſited in 
truſt for the relief of widows and orphans. But this 
wicked man was deaf to every plea of humanity and 
juſtice, and infifted on obeying the king's command. 
« Wherefore *, (as the Book of Maccabees informs us) 
there was no ſmall diſtreſs in the city; and the bigh- 
prieſt and people moſt earneſtly intreated the aid of 
the Lonp.” 

Heliodorus reſolved to ſeize the money by violence; 
on which we are informed, he had a very extraordinary 
viſion: this terrified him to ſuch a degree“ that + he 
was caſt down and lay ſpeechleſs, without any hope of 


* 2 Macc. iii. 14—23. 
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Efe. But the high-prieſt fearing leſt the king ſhould 
conceive that ſome treachery had been uſed to Helio- 
dorus by the Jews, offered a ſacrifice for his health. So 
Heliodorus, after be had offered a ſacrifice unto the Lon, 
and made great yows unto him that had ſaved his lite, 
ſaluted Onias, and returned with his hoſt to the king. 
Then teſtified he to all men, the works of the great 
Gop, which he had ſeen with his eyes.” And when he 
returned to the king, informed him of the wonderful 
tranſaction, and aſſured him that the Loxp certainly 
defended. the place: then Simon flandered Onias to 
Seleucus, inſinuating, that he had terrified Heliodorus; 
on which the good high- prieſt reſolved to go to the king 
and vindicate himſelf. Not long after this, Heliodorus 
aſpiring to the crown, poiſoned his ſovereign Selencus, 
in hopes of ſucceeding him; but his deſign was ob 


ſtructed, and Antiochus Epiphanes, another ſon of An 


zrochus the Great, was placed on the Syrian throne. 
The Romans, by their conqueſts over Arntiochus the 
Great, had reduced the kingdom of Syria to a very low 
ebb, and had exacted the heavy tribute of a thouſand 
talents annually, The prophet Daniel foretold, that 
after Antiochus /ould * ftand up a raiſer of taxes in the 


glory of the kingdom. Seleucus was literally ſuch, for his 


chief employment was to collect together, by taxing his 


. ſubjects, money to pay the tribute to the Romans, 


| SECTION IV. 
THE HISTORY OF THE JEWS UNDER THE REIGN OP 
ANTIOCHUS EPIPHANES, | 


Axriocnus Epiphanes was a cruel enemy and per- 


ſecutor of the Jews; his character, and the reyolutions 


* Dan. xi, 20. 
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ot his reign, were particularly predicted by the ad 


Daniel *; but we have not room to inſert this pro- 
phecy bana. 


After the death of Seleucus, > date his brother 


was returning from Rome, where he had lived as a 
hoſtage from the time the Romans granted peace to 
his father Antiochus the Great. Whilſt on his journey, 
he heard of the death of Seleucus, and the attempt of 
Heliodorus to ſeize the crown, and that there were other 
parties forming. He applied himſelf to two neigh- 
bouring kings, Eumenes king of Pergamus, and Attalus 
his brother; and, by flattering ſpeeches, and great pro- 
miſes of friendſhip, prevailed on them to help him 
againſt Heliodorus, and by their means he was quietly 
{cated on the throne; but they could not give bim % 


* honours of the kingdom, that is to ſay, hereditary deſcent or 
free election, as Seleucus left a ſon behind him, who was 


the lawful heir; neither Was he the object of the peo- 
ple's choice. 

Antiochus was a very vile perſon, and committed ſuch 
inconfiſtent actions, that he was generally eſteemed 
either a fool or a madman. He was very poor when he 
came to the crown, for his predeceſſor had been obliged 
to exhauſt the public treaſury to pay the tribute to the 
Romans. 

Jasox, who was brothero Onias, took advantage of 
the king's neceſſities to gratify his own ambitious views, 
and bribed Antiochus with a large ſum of money to 
diſpoſſeſs Onias, and make him high-prieſt in his ſtead. 
Jaſon , who was an apoſtate himſelf, endeavoured to 
draw as many as he could from the obſervance of thoſe 
laws and ceremonies which diſtinguiſhed the Jews from 


Dan. xi, 21, &c. + 2 Macc. iv. 


all 
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all other nations in the world. And he obtained leave 
of the king to erect a place of public exerciſe” for the 
training up of youth, according to the cuſtoms of the 
Greeks, Theſe exerciſes naturally drew them from the 
ſervice of the altar, and even the prieſts joined in for- 
bidden cuſtoms with the heathens. Of courſe iniquity 
ſpread very vaſt, which provoked the Loxp to recal his 
people to a ſenſe of their duty, by ſevere chaſtiſements. 

There were every fifth year games celebrated in Tyre 
in honour of Hercules, a heathen deity ; and Antiochus 
being preſent at them, he ſent ſeveral of the Jews who 
were of his party to be ſpectators of them, and to offer 
for him a conſiderable ſum ; but the bearers being afraid 
of involving themſelves in the guilt of idolatry, gave 
the money to the Fyrians to be employed in repairing 
their ſhips *. 

Cleopatra, mother to ProLemy PrurLomeTeR, the 
young king of Egypt, had taken upon herſelf the go- 
vernment of the kingdom, and the tuition of her infant 
ſon, which ſhe managed with great care and prudence; 
but dying about this time, thoſe who ſucceeded to the 
guardianſhip of the young prince, demanded of Antio - 
chus the provinces of Cœlo- Syria and Paleſtine, pleading - 
Ptolemy's right to them; but Antiochns infiſted on his 

right, and both parties reſolved to decide the matter by 

r. Before either proceeded to hoſtilities, Philometer 
being fourteen years old, was declared of age, and great 
preparations were made for his aſcending the throne, 
On this occaſion Apollonius, an ambaſſador, was ſent 
under pretence of congratulating him in the name of 
Antiochus, who was his uncle, but in reality to ſee how 

the court ſtood affected. His report occaſioned the 


* 2 Macc, iv. 
king 
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king to take a view of the frontiers towards Egypt, and 
put them in a ſtate of defence; and in this progreſs he 
came to Jeruſalem, where he was received with great 
marks of reſpect, and proceeded from thence to Phœ- 
nicia. 

Jaſon * continued in his office but a ſhort time. He 

employed Menelaus his brother to carry his tribute to the 
Syrian court, who. treacherouſſy ſupplanted him, by 
offering to pay a larger ſum annually; and obtained 
the king's mandate appointing him high-prieſt, with 
which he returned to Jeruſalem, and put Jaſon to flight. 
Menalaus did not keep his engagement with Antio- 
chus, and was ſummoned to appear, with the collector 
of the cuſtoms, before the king. When he departed - 
from Jeruſalem, he left his brother Lyſimachus as his 
deputy. In the mean time there was an inſurrection in 
Syria, which called for the king's attention, and he went 
with an army to quell it, leaving Andronicus to govern 
in Antioch during his abſence. Menelaus took this op- 
portunity of ſtealing ſome veſſels of gold out of the 
Temple of the Loxp, ſome of which he carried to An- 
tioch, inſtead of the tribute due from Jerufalem to Syria, 
and ſome he ſold by way of merchandiſe to the Tyrians; 

On1as + the good high prieſt, whom Jaſon had cir- 
cumvented, refided at this time at Antioch, and finding 
what Menelaus had done, reproved him for his wicked- 
neſs, and then took refuge in a place of worſhip, where 
he thought he ſhould be ſafe from the effects of his 
rage. But Menelaus prevailed on Andronicus to aſſiſt 
his cruel purpoſes, and by his means procured the death 
of Onias. Not only the Jews, but the ſurrounding na- 
tions, expreſſed grief and indignation for the murder of 
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this worthy man: even the ſavage heart of Antio- 


chus felt compaſſion, and his eyes dropt tears of pity and 


regret for the good Onias, who by his ſober and modeſt 
deportment had engaged the eſteem and veneration of 


the very heathens. The anger of the king was kindled 


againſt Andronicus for abuſing the power he had put 


| Into his hand, and as ſoon as he returned, he commanded 


him to be firipped of the robes of royalty with which he 
had been arrayed as his vicegerent, and led through 
the city, to the very place where he had cauſed the im- 
pious murder to be committed; here he was put to 
death as his cruelty deſerved. 
In ſuch a ſtate of affairs, ſo pious, a man as Onias 
could not have been happy in the high-prieſt's office; 
and we have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the malice of his 
enemies proved the inſtrument of removing him from 
a ſtate of grief and anxiety, to a world of everlaſting 
happineſs. 
Antiochus having been, ever fince the return of Apol- 
lonius from the Egyptian court, preparing for a war, he 
reſolved to wait no longer, but inſtead of expecting it in 
his own territories, determined to carry it into thoſe of 


the enemy. He therefore marched his forces towards 


the frontiers of Egypt, where being met by the forces of 
Ptolemy, a, battle enfued, in which Antiochus obtained 
the victory; and improved his advantage to the utmoſt, 
by fortifying that border of his dominions, and retired 
with his army to Tyre for the winter, | 

- Lyfimachus * had been aſſiſtant to Menalaus in rob- 
bing the Temple; therefore, as he was preſent in Jeru- 


ſalem, the rage of the people for theſe ſacrilegious acts 


fell upon him; which occaſioned an inſurrection in 
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that city, wherein multitudes on the part of Lyfimachas 
were ſlain, and he himſelf periſhed. P 

Three delegates were ſent from the Sanhedrim, or 
ſenate of the Jews, to complain of Menalaus, who ob- 
tained ſentence againſt him; but Menelaus bribed Pto- 
lemy Macron, the fon of Dorymenes, to perſuade the 
king to revoke it. Ptolemy Macron had formerly been 
governor of Cyprus for Ptolemy Philometer, but having 
been diſguſted with the miniſtry on ſome account, he 
went over to Antiochus, and delivered the iſland of Cy- 
prus into his hand; on which he was received among 
the number of his friends, Antiochus prepared in the 
winter for a ſecond expedition into Egypt; he was ſo 
ſucceſsful, that he could have deſtroyed the whole army, 
but he ſtopped the ſlaughter his troops would have made; 
which fo endeared him to the Egyptians, that all parts 
of the country ſubmitted to him except Alexandria, Pto- 
lemy Philometer was either taken, or voluntarily ſur- 
rendered himſelf to Antiochus, who entertained him 
ſeemingly in a friendly manner, but with intereſted 
views. After this they had but one table, and lived to- 
gether with apparent friendſhip, though each harboured 
ſecret jealouſies, and deceived the other. 

The prophet alſo predicted, that Antioc/nes would pol- 
lute the SANCTUARY OF STRENGTH. This prediction 
was fulfilled in the following manner. ; 

A falſe * ramour was ſpread in Judea, that Antiochus 
was dead: Jaſon took advantage of this, and with the 
hope of reinſtating himſelf in the high- prieſt's office, 
he collected together a thouſand men, made an aflault 
upon Jeruſalem, and at length took- the city : on which 
Menelaus fled into the caſtle. Jaſon ſlaughtered great 
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numbers bf his fellow citizens who reſiſted bim, but was 


at laſt driven away, and fled into the land of the Am- 
monites; but being deteſted by all men for his abo- 
minable practices, he was purſued from city to city, and 
at laſt periſhed in a ſtrange country, © where "hb caſt 
out unburied, had none to mourn for him, no folemn 
faneral, nor ſepulchre with his fathers.” 

Antiochus, hearing an imperfect account of this 
tranſaction, ſuppoſed that the Jews had revolted from 
his government; he therefore, as we are told in the 
Books of the Maccabees, © after he had ſmitten Egypt, 
returned again, and went up againſt Iſrael and Jeruſa- 
lem with a great multitude ; and“ commanded his men 
of war not to ſpare ſuch as they met, and to ſlay ſuch as 
went up upon the houſes; and theſe crnel orders were 
executed, Yet Antiochus was not content with this, 
but preſumed to go into the Temple; and entered 
proudly into the Sanctuary, and took away the golden 
altar, and thecandleſtick of light, and all the veſſels there- 
of; and the table of the ſhew-bread, and the pouring 
veſſel, and the vials, and the cenſers of gold, and the 
crowns. and the golden ornaments that were before the 
Temple, all which he pulled off, He took alſo the 
filver and the golden, and the precious veſſels: alſo he 
took the hidden treaſures which he found. And when 


he had taken all away, he went into his own land, hav- 


ing made a great maſlacre, and ſpoken very proudly. 
Therefore there was great mourning in Iſrael. S0 
when Antiochus had carried out of the Temple a thou- 
ſand and eight hundred talents, he departed in all haſte 
into Antioch, thinking in his pride to make the land 
navigable, and the ſea paſſable by foot: ſuch was the 
haughtineſs of his mind.” 

# 2 Macc. v. 10. 
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He then left governors to afflict the nation: in je- 
ruſalem, Philip, a Phrygian, a man more barbarous than 
himſelf ; and at Gezerim, Andronicus. Menelaus was 
continued high-prieft, who was even worſe than theſe, 
having a malicious mind againſthis countrymen the Jews, 

The people of Alexandria, ſeeing Philometer in the 
hands of Antiochns, regarded him as loſt to them; and 
ſeated his younger brother, who had on this occafion the 
name of Ptolemy Evergetes the ſecond, on the throne: 
he is chiefly known in hiſtory by that of Phyſcon. An- 
tiochus, who had advice of what was tranſacting, under 
pretence of reſtoring the dethroned monarch, returned 
a third time to Egypt, and endeavoured to make him- 
ſelf ahſolute maſter of the kingdom. He made great 
progreſs in his attempt, and the young king, Ptolemy 
Phyſcon, aſſembled his council to concert proper mea- 
ſares, when they reſolved to ſeek for a reconciliation 
with Antiochus, through the mediation of the Grecian 
ambaſſadors. They then made overtures of peace to An- 
tiochus, who promiſed to make preparations for a ſolemn 
treaty. In this extremity, Ptolemy Phyſeon, and Cleo- 
patra his ſiſter, ſent ambaſſadors imploring the aid of the 
Romans, who agreed to protect them, and ſent an em- 
bafſy into Egypt. Ambaſſadors had alſo been ſent from 
Rhodes to accommodate the difference; but Antiochus 
diſſembled with them, and pretended great affection for 
Ptolemy Philometer ; however this prince began to ſee 


through his artifice, and ſent to his brother, that he 


withed to come to an accommodation ; which was com- 
pleted by the mediation of Cleopatra, on condition that 
the two brothers ſhould reign jointly; ſo Egypt was re- 

ſtored to its former tranquillity. 
The inſtant that Antiochus heard the brothers were 
reconciled, he reſolved to employ his whole force againſt 
« them, 
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them, and NONE" to hoſtilities; but when the Rowan 


_ ambaſſadors arrived, he was ſtopt in his career, and was 
compelled to put an end to the war. 


Antiochus, at his return from Egypt, cnaloemted to 
Tee himſelf forcibly diſpoſſeſſed by the Romans of a crown 
which he looked upon already as his own, made the Jews, 
though they had not offended him in any manner, tec} 


the whole weight of his wrath. 


In order to effect his barbarous mai 8 dic: 


_ patched * Apollonius, the collector of his tribute, to e- 


ruſalem with a thouſaud men, ho concealed his deſigus, 
and by plauſible pretences gained the confidence of the 
people, who had no ſuſpicion of their hoſtile intentions; 
but, as ſoon as the ſabbath-day arrived, Apollonius threw 
off the maſk, and, falling upon the Jews whilſt they were 
engaged in public worſhip, flew: great multitudes; and 
when he had taken the ſpoils of the city he ſet it,on fire, 
and pulled down the houſes and walls on every fide : but 
took the women and children captives, and carried away 
the cattle. The Syrians then built a caſtle or fortreſs on 
a high hill in the city of David, over againſt the Temple, 
to overlook and atnoy them; and a garriſon was placed 
in it, where they laid up the ſpoils of Jeruſalem. © Thus+ 
they ſhed innocent blood on every fide of the ſanctuary, 


and defiled it, inſomuch that the inhabitants of Jeruſa- 


lem fled becauſe of them; whereupon the city was made 
an habitation of ſtrangers, aud became ſtrange to thoſe 
that were born in her, and her own children left her: her 
ſanctuary was laid waſte like a wilderneſs, her feaſts were 
turned into mourning, her ſabbaths into reproach, her 


| honour into contempt. As had been her glory, ſo was 


her diſhonour increaſed, and her excellency was turned 
into mourning.” 
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Antiochus * next ifſued out a decree that all his domi- 
nions ſhould be of one religion, chiefly defigning to dif- 
treſs the Jews. He forbad all burnt offerings and ſacri- 
fices in the Temple of the Gop of Iſrael; commanded 
that the ſabbaths ſhould be profaned, the ſanctuary pol- 
lated, unclean things eaten, and every means taken to 
make the people forget the law, and change the ordi- 
nances of the Lox ; and whoſoever would not comform 
to the king's command was to be put to death. | 

In order that this edi& might be punctually obeyed, 


Antiochus ſent officers into all the provinces of his king-- 


dom, to ſee it put in execution, and inſtruct the people 
in the ceremonies and cuſtoms to which dan A were to 
conform. 

No people + ſeemed more eager to comply with the 
orders of the king than the Samaritans. They preſented- 
a petition to him, in which they declared themſelves not 
to-be Jews; and deſired that the temple, built on mount 
Gerizim, might be dedicated to the Grecian Jupiter, 
which was accordingly done. And not only the Sama- 
ritans, but many Jews, ſome through fear, and ſome 
through ambition, apoſtatiſed, and became perſecutors 
of their brethren. 

The officer, whom Antiochus ſent into Judea and Sa- 
maria to ſee his decree put in execution, was called 
Athenæus, a man advanced in years, and well acquainted 
with the ceremonies of the Grecian idolatry, The holy 
Temple of the Loxp Jrrovan was by this profane 
wretch dedicated to Jupiter Olympus, whoſe image was 
erected on the altar in the inner court of the Temple; 
and juſt before the image they built another altar, on 
which they ſacrificed to him. Thus was the daily ſucri- 
fee taken away, and the ABOMINATION of DESOLAT1ON/ 

® x Macc. j. gi, + Joſephus 2 Mace. vi. 2. 
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placed in the SANCTUARY, as the prophet had foretold. It 
was truly the abommnation of dęſolation, for it was abomi- 
ezable to God, and to all his faithful people; and it was 
the occaſion of ſuch deſalation as ſtrikes one with horror 
to read of. The Jews were alſo compelled to go in pro- 
ceſſion once a month, and carry branches of ivy in honour 
of Bacchus, the god of drunkenneſs; idol altars were 
erected in every city of Judah, and incenſe burnt en 
them. Wherever any books of the law of Mofes were 


found they were torn to pieces and burnt; and on the 


day on which they firſt ſacrificed to Jupiter on the Altar 
of the LorD, they cauſed the moſt horrid cruelties to be 
exerciſed on thoſe who adhered to the Jewiſh religion. 
Two women in particular, who had circumciſed their 
children, were led about the ſtreets with their ſtrangled 
babes hanging at their necks, and then thrown headlong 
from a high wall ; others, who had hid themſelves in a 
cave to keep the ſabbath-day, were all burnt together. 


SECTION v. 
THE HISTORY OF MATTATHIAS, 


Wuen the prophet Daniel foretold the dreadful per- 
ſecution by Antiochus Epiphanes, he alſo predicted, :hat 
the people who knew their Gop fhowld be ftrong to do exploits, 
and that they ſhould be hoipen with little help. And it 
pleaſed the Lon to ſend them deliverance by means of 
Mattathias, a prieſt, who dwelt in Modin. This pious 
perſon had five ſans; Joannan, ſurnamed Caddis ; Simon, 
called Thaſſi; Judas, called Maccabeus; Eleazar, called 
Avaran; and Jonathan, whoſe ſurname was Apphus. 

When Mattathias“ ſaw the blaſphemies that were 
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ale in Judah and Jeruſalem, he ſaid, Wo is me, 

wherefore was I born to fee this miſery of my people, 
and of the holy city, and to dwell there, when it was de- 
livered into the hand of the enemy, and the ſanctuary 
into the hand of firangers? Her Temple is become as a 
man without glory. Her glorious veſſels are carried 
away into captivity, her infants are ſlain in the fireets, 
her young men with the ſword of the enemy. What 
nation hath not had a part in her kingdom, and gotten 
of her ſpoils! and behold, our ſanctuary, even our beauty 
and our glory, is laid waſte, and the Gentiles have pro- 
faned it. To what end therefore ſhall we live any 
longer? Then Mattathias and his ſons rent their clothes, 
and put on ſackcloth, and mourned very ſore.” 

How beautiful and pathetic was this lamentation of 
Mattathias for the miſeries of Iſrael, and the deſolation 
of the Holy City! Life was no longer valuable to him, 
now that the heathen were come into the Lorp's inheri- 
tance, and had defiled the holy Temple; and he reſolved 
to die rather than to fall away from the religion of bis 
fathers, 

„When the king's officers arrived at Modin, they en- 
deavoured to prevail on Mattathias, by gentle perſuaſions, 
and promiſes of honours and rewards, to comply with 
the king's commands. But Mattathias anſwered, and 
ſpake with a loud voice, Though all the nations that 
are under the king's dominion obey him, and fall away 
every one from the rehgion of their fathers, and give 
conſent to his commandments; yet will I, and my ſons, 
and my brethren, walk in the covenant of our fathers. 
Gop forbid that we ſhould foxſake the law and the ordi- 
nances: we will not hearken to the king's words, to go 
from our religion, either on the right hand or on the left.” 

Juſt * as he had declared this pious reſolution, one of 
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the Jewiſh prieſts advanced to ſacrifice on the idol —_ 
which was erected in that city; on which Mattathias, 
fired with holy indignation for the honour of the Loxp, 
ſlew him in the impious act. He killed alſo the king's 
commiſſioner who compelled men to ſacrifice, and cauſed 
the altar to be pulled down. © Then * Mattathias cried 
throughout the city with a loud voice, ſaying, Whoſo- 
ever is zealous of tht law, and maintaineth the covenant, 
let him follow me. So he and his ſons left all that they 
had in the city, and fled into the mountains; and they 
were followed by a great number of the Jews, who took 
their families and their ns and hid themſelves i in the 
wilderneſs. 

When the king's army were informed of their flight, 
they reſolved to purſue them, and attacked them on the 
ſabbath-day. The Jews made no refiſtance, upon which 
a thouſand of them were ſlain. Mattathias and his 
friends were greatly afflicted for the loſs of them, and at 
firſt approved their zeal; but when Mattathias reflected, 
that they had no right to expect the particular interpo- 
fition of Providence on the ſabbath-day any more than 
on any other day, without an expreſs promiſe of aſſiſt- 
ance from the Lon, he concluded, that the at did not 
require them to be inactive in their own defence; for 
this reafon he decreed, that if the enemy aſſaulted them 
on the ſabbath, they ſhould in future endeavour to repel 
them. And this decree was afterwards ratified and con- 
firmed, by the conſent of all the prieſts and dem tt to 
be a rule in their following wars. 

While Mattathias+ continued in the mountains, many 
| of the Jews were encouraged to reſort to him; amongſt - 

the reſt came ſome of the Afideans, Theſe were a ſect 
amongf the Jews who were called Chafidim, or the Pious : 
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they were not only zealous for the latu, but of many other 
conſtitutions, traditions, and forms of mortification, be- 
yond what the law required. Thoſe who contented 
themſelves with what was written in the law were called 
Zadichim, or the righteous. | 

Mattathias and his friends went round about the 1 
and villages, pulled down the altars, circumciſed the 
children, put their enemies to flight, and recovered ſeveral 
copies of the Jewith law. 

Antiochus being informed that his decrees were not 65 
implicitly obeyed in Judea as in other nations, went chi- 
ther in perſon to ſee them put in execution. He then 
exerciſed the moſt horrid cruelties over all ſuch Jews as 
refuſed to abjure their religion, in order to force the reſt, 
by the dread of the like inhuman treatment, to comply 
with what was required of them. There is a very affect- 
ing account of ſome of theſe martyrdoms in the book of 
Maccabees *. 

Shortly after died the good Mattathias, f“ And when 
the time drew near that he ſhould die, he ſaid unto his 
ſons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten ſtrength, and the 
time of deſtruction, and the wrath of indignation. Now 
therefore, my ſons, be ye zealous for the law, and give. 
your lives for the covenant of our fathers. Call to re- 
membrance what acts our fathers did in their time, ſo 
{ſhall ye receive great honour, and an everlaſting name. 
Was not Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it 
was imputed unto him for righteouſneſs? Joſeph in the 
time of his diſtreſs kept the commandment, and was made 
lord of Egypt. Phineas, our father, being zealous and 
fervent, obtained the covenant of an everlaſting prieſt- , 
hood. Joſhua for fulfilling the word was made a judge in 
Iſrael, Caleb, for bearing witneſs before the congrega- 
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fion, received the heritage of the land. David, for being 
merciful, poſſeſſed the throne of an everlaſting kingdom. 
Elias, for being zealous and fervent for the law, was 
taken up into heaven. Ananias, Azarias, and Miſhael, 
by believing, were ſaved out of the flame. Daniel, for 
his innocency, was delivered from the month of the 


lions. And thus conſider ye throughout all ages, that 


none that put their truſt in him ſhall be overcome. Fear 
not then the words of a ſinful man; for his glory ſhall be 
dung and worms. To-day he ſhall be lifted up, and to- 
morrow he ſhall not be found, becauſe he is returned into 
his duſt, and his thought is come to nothing. Where- 
fore, ye my ſons, be valiant, and ſhew yourſelves men in 
the behalf of the law, for by it you ſhall obtain glory. 
And behold, I know that your brother Simon is a man of 


counſel; give ear unto him alway : he ſhall be a father 


unto you. As fax Judas Maccabeus, he hath been mighty, 
and ftrong, even from his youth up: let him be your 
captain, and fight the battle of the people. Take alſo 
unto you all thoſe that obſerve the law, and avenge ye 


the wrong of your people. Recompenſe fully the hea- 


then, and take heed to the commandments of the law. 
So he bleſſed them, and was gathered to his fathers. And 
he died in the hundred forty and ſixth year, and his ſons 
buried him in the ſepulchre of his fathers, at Modin, and 


all Iſrael made great lamentation for him.” 


From this pious exhortation we may learn the true uſe 
of ScxieTUurRE HisTokRy. We find, that Mattathias 
formed his own character by ſtudying the examples of 
holy men, which are recorded in the ſacred volume. Let 
us imitate him in this particular, and our life will, like 
his, be honourable, and our death happy. 


Well might Iſrael lament for the loſs of ſuch a pro- 


+ 


tector ! but Judas, whom he appointed general, inherited 
"ag 8 


his 
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_ his father's magnanimous ſpirit, and performed many 
noble exploits, ſome of which we ſhall relate; but muft 
firſt obſerve, that Antiochus went to a place called 
Daphne, in order to be preſent at the celebration of ſome 
games which he had iMituted ; during the whole time 
he behaved agreeably to the character given of him by 
Daniel, of a vie or contemptible perſon; and did fo many 
mad actions, before an infinite number of ſpectators, that 
he became the laughing-ſtock of them all. | 


SECTION VI. 


THE HISTORY OF JUDAS MACCABEUS AND - BIS 
BRETHREN. 


Taz book of the Maccabees informs us, that as ſoon as 
Mattathias was buried, Judas, his ſon (called Macca- 
beus), roſe up in his ſtead. And“ all his brethren 
helped him, and ſo did all they that held with his father; 
and they fought with cheerfulneſs the battle of Iſrael. 
So he gat his people great honour, and put on a breaſt- 
plate as a giant, and girt his warlike harneſs about him, 
and he made battles, protecting the hoſt with his ſword. 

In his acts he was like a lion, and like a lion's whelp roaring 
for his prey. For he purſued the wicked, and fought them 
out, and burnt up thoſe that vexed his people. Wherefore 
the wicked ſhrunk for fear of him, and all the workers 
of iniquity were troubled, becauſe ſalvation proſpered in 
his hand. He grieved alſo many kings, and made Jacob 
glad with his acts, and his memorial is bleſſed for ever. 
Moreover, he went through the cities of Judah, deſtroy- 
ing the ungodly out of them, and turning away wrath 
from Iſrael. So that he was renowned unto the utmoſt 
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part of the earth, and he received unto him ſuch as were 
ready to periſh.” 


Antiochus * being exceedingly enraged at the ſucceſs 


of Judas againſt his generals, aſſembled all the forces of 
the kingdom, commanding thent to be in conſtant readi- 
neſs, and promiſed each of them a year's pay in advance; 
but this he could not perform, though he had acquired 
great wealth, for he had exhauſted his treaſures by fooliſh 
expences and profuſe preſents to particular perſons; in 
which he verified the prophet's prediction, that he /hould 
ſeatter the prey and ſpoil of riches. Beſides the difficulties 


to which the want of money reduced him, others aroſe, 


according to Daniel's prophecy, from the tidings which 
came to him out of the eaſt and north :* for northward the 
king of Armenia rebelled againſt him; and Perſia, which 
lay eaſtward, diſcontinued to pay him tribute. In every 
part of his donMions all was confuſion, owing to his 
new edict; by which the ancient cuſtoms of ſo many 
nations were aboliſhed, and thoſe of the Greeks eſta- 
bliſhed 1n their room. 2 

In + this emergency, Antiochus reſolved to go himſelf 
into Perſia, and leave the care of his kingdom and infant 
ſon to Lyſias, a nobleman of the royal family; to whom 
he gave particular orders to root the Jews ont of their 
land, and ſettle ſtrangers in every quarter. As ſoon as 
Antiochus was gone, Lyſias, with cruel diligence, endea- 
voured to execute the king's orders: he called to his aſ- 
fiſtance Ptolemy Macron, Nicanor, and Gorgias, three 
mighty generals, whoſe forces, united to his own, com- 


—poſed an army of forty thouſand foot and ſeven thouſand 


horſe, beſides one thouſand merchants, who attended 
with the expectation of buying - Jewiſh priſoners for 
flayes, Judas and his brethren reſolved to make a vigo- 
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rous defence, but their firſt care was to ſecure the aid of 
the Lon; they therefore aſſembled the whole congrega- 
tion, and devoted the day to faſting and prayer. After 
this ſolemnity was ended, Judas marſhalled them for 
battle, ſaying, © * Arm yourſelves, and be valiant men, 
and ſce that ye be in readineſs againſt the morning, that 
ye may fight with theſe nations that are aſſembled to- 
gether againſt us, to deſtroy us and our ſanctuary. For 
it is better for us to die in battle than to behold the cala- 
mities of our people, and our ſanctuary. Nevertheleſs, 
as the will of Gop is in heaven, ſo let him do.” On 


which they reſolved to keep themſelves in readineſs. : 


Judas hearing that Gorgias intended to attack them in the 
night, removed, and came with three thouſand men, 
poorly armed, to the camp of the enemy, which was 


ſtrong. and well guarded, Then ſaid Judas to his men, 


« Fear+ ye not the multitude, neither be ye afraid of 
their aſſault. Remember how our fathers were delivered 
in the Red Sea when Pharaoh purſued them with an 
army, Now therefore let us cry unto heaven, if perad- 
venture the Logo will have mercy upon us, and remem- 
ber the covenant of our fathers, and deſtroy this hoſt be- 
fore our face this day: that ſo all the heathen may know 
that there is one who delivereth and ſaveth Iſrael.” Ani- 
mated by this pions ſpeech, the men of Iſrael followed 
their valiant leader; and, falling upon the heathens, 
made a great ſlaughter; and threw the camp into the 
utmoſt confuſion; they afterwards put Gorgias and his 
party to flight, and then plundered the camp, and re- 
turned laden with rich ſpoil. The next day, which was 
the ſabbath, they poured forth their gratitude to the 
Lonp in humble praiſes and thankſgivings. ; | 

Judas and his followers, encouraged by. their late ſuc- 
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cee(s, and much increaſed in ſtrength by the numbers who 
now joined them, reſolved to oppoſe all who combined 
againſt them, and ſoon obtained a memorable victory 
over Timotheus and Bacchides, two of Antiochus's gene- 
tals, who brought a great army againſt them, of which 
were flain twenty thouſand men; and the Jews gained 
great riches, beſides arms, and many neceflaries for car- 

rying on the war“. 
Lyſias hearing of the bad ſucceſs of the king's s army in 
Judea, and of the loſſes they had ſuſtained, was much 
embarraſſed ; but, knowing that Antiochus was reſolutely 
bent to deſtroy the Jews, he made great preparations for 
another expedition againſt them, and marched into Judea 
with an army of fixty thouſand foot, and five thouſand 
horſe, reſolving to extirpate all the inhabitants of the 
country. When+ Judas ſaw this mighty army en- 
camped at Bethſura, he prayed, and ſaid, Bleſſed art 
thou, O Saviour of Iſrael, who didſt quell the violence 
of the mighty man by the hand of thy ſervant David, 
and gaveſt the hoſt of ſtrangers into the hands of Jona- 
than the ſon of Saul, and his armour-bearer, ſhut up this 
army in the hand of thy people Iſrael, and let them be 
confounded in their power and horſemen, Make them 
to be of no courage, and cauſe the boldneſs of their 
ſtrength to fall away, and let them quake at their de- 
ſtruction. Caſt them down with the ſword of them that 
love thee, and Jet all thoſe that know thy name praiſe 
thee with thankſgiving.” After this pious prayer they 
engaged with the enemy, though the whole army 
amounted to no more than ten thouſand men; by the 
aid of the Lorp they gained the victory, flew five 
thouſand of the adverſary, and put the reſt to flight. 
Lyfias retired to Antioch, purpoſing to return with a ſti} 
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greater force. Judas and his company went to mount 
Sion. And * when they ſaw the Sanctuary deſolate, 
and the altar profaned, and the gates burnt up, and 
ſhrubs growing in the courts, as in a foreſt, or in one 
of the mountains, yea, and the prieſts' chambers pulled 
down, they then rent their clothes, and made great 
lamentation, and caſt aſhes upon their heads, and fell 
down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an 
alarm with the trumpets, and cried towards heaven.“ 
Judas then appointed perſons to cleanſe the ſanctuary; 
they ſet all parts of divine worſhip in order, and offered 
facrifices according to the law. Thus was the Temple- 
worſhip reſtored exactly that day three years, on which 
it had been profaned by the heathens, 

But though the Jews had recovered the Temple, they 
were greatly annoyed as they went thither to worſhip, 
by a garriſon which Apollonius had built en mount 
Acra; Judas therefore fortified a part of mount Sion, 
to ſecure the prieſts and people from the frequent at- 
tacks of their enemies +, 

Whilſt theſe things were tranſacting, Antiochus was 
in Perſia, levying the tribute; but he fled out of that 
country with diſhonour; for, attempting to plunder a 
heathen temple, in which there were great riches, the 
people of the country aſſembled and drove him away: 
be was therefore ill- diſpoſed to receive the news of the 
defeat of his generals in Judea. The author of the 
Book of Maccabees f informs us, that this account made 
bim in a manner frantic with rage and diſappointment ; 
but he reſolved to haſten to Jeruſalem, and threatened . 
to make that city a grave for the Jews, where he would 
bury the whole nation, Whilſt he was preparing to 
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execute this horrid purpoſe, he was ſtruck with an in- 
. curable diſeaſe in the midſt of his journey; but he was 
determined that nothing ſhould ſtop him, and ordered 
the driver of his chariot to redouble his ſpeed, by which 
the carriage was overturned, and Antiochus ſo miſerably 
bruiſed, that he was obliged to be confined to his bed in 
a little town on the road. Here he was tormented with 
the moſt excruciating pains, and all the horrors of con- 
ſcious wickednets, and in a ſhort time died. Thus, ac- 
cording to the prediction of the prophet “, as he was 
going forth with great fury, to deſtroy, and utterly to make 
make away many, he came to his end with none to help him, 
How diſterent was the latter end of the life of this 
tyrant, to that of the good Mattathias ! We may here 
perceive the juſtice of Gos taking examplary vengeance 
ou ſo notorious a ſinner. 


oy 


* 


SECTION VII. 


TAE HISTORY OP JUDAS MACCABEUS, UNDER THE REIGN 
OF ANTIOCHUS EUPATOR, © 


| "Axriocare. EpiyrHanegs was ſucceeded by his fon 
Antiochus ; this prince was very young, and his father 
before his death recommended the care of him to one of 
his favourites, named Philip , whom he alſo appointed 
regent of the kingdom during his ſon's minority: but 
when Philip came to Antioch, he found his office filled 
by Ly ſias, who, as ſoon as he heard of the king's death, 
took the young prince then under his tuition, and 
placed him on the throne, giving him the name of An- | 
riocſius Eupator. Philip finding himſelf too weak to | 
contend with Lyfias, fled to Egypt; but was diſappoint- 
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ed in his hopes of getting help from thence, as that 
kingdom was in the utmoſt confuſion, occaſioned by the 
diſputes between Ptolemy Philometer, and his brother 
Phyſcon ; who were of ſuch oppoſite diſpoſitions, that it 
was impoſſible harmony ſhould long ſubſiſt between them. 
Philip, not meeting with ſucceſs, returned into Syria, 
and ſcized upon Antioch, At this time Ptolemy 
Macron *, from being an enemy to the Jews, became 
their friend, on which he was called traitor by the Sy- 
rians ; and indeed deſervedly, becauſe he had treacher- 
ouſly delivered the ifland of Cyprus, of which he had 
been appointed governor by Ptolemy Philometer, to 
Antiochus Epiphanes. Ptolemy Macron was deprived 
of his government, and Lyfias appointed in his room : 
when the former found he had not the means of living 
as he had been accuſtomed to do, he came to the deſ- 
perate reſolution of poiſoning himſelf, 

In the mean time Judas Maccabeus marehed.out with 
his forces, to chaſtiſe the neighbouring nations, who were 
confederated to cut off the Jews; and gained ſeveral 
memorable victories, particularly over the Edomites 1, 
who with Gorgias, the Syrian general; in eonjunction, 
oppoſed him with an army conſiſting of twenty thouſand 
men, who were all put to tlie ſword. Judas had like- 
wiſe great ſucceſs againſt the Ammonites, who had ex- 
erciſed many cruelties towärds the Jews; and alſo ob- 
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Simeon, which the Edomites, who were driven out of their own country, 
had taken poſſeſſion of during the Babylonian captivity. After their 
coming into this country, Hebron, which had formerly been the metro - 
polis of Judah, became the metropolis of the 1dumeans, 
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tained a memoroble victory over Timotheus *, who was 
governor in the land of the Ammonites, the ſame whom 
Judas ſo wonderfully defeated two years before. In 
this battle fell, of Timotheus's army, twenty thouſand 
five hundred foot, and fix hundred horſemen : Timo- 
theus fled to Gazera, where he was ſlain; and Chereas, 
his brother, who was governor of the place ; and Apol- 
lophanes, another leader of the army, ſhared the ſame 
fate. 
The + heathen nations that lived about the land of 
Gilead, hearing of their defeat, reſolved to attempt the , 
deſtruction of all the Jews in thoſe parts. The; inha- 
bitants of Tyre, Sidon, Ptolemais, and other places, de- 
termined at the ſame time to cut off the Jews of Ga- 
lilee; but they all wrote to Judas for aid, and through 
the mercy of Gop were delivered from the danger 
which threatened them. Judas , by the advice of the 
Sanhedrim, or great council, had divided his army into 
three parts, each conſiſting of eight thouſand men ; 
with the fir // he and his brother Jonathan relieved the 
Gileadites ; and with the /econd Simon, another of his 
brothers, aſſiſted the Galileans; and the 74rd were left at 
Jeruſalem under the command of Joſeph and Azarias, 
two principal leaders, for the defence of that city and 
adjacent country. The two parties who went forth on 
expeditions, returned with honour and triumph; for 
they happily delivered many of their brethren who were 
ſhut up in priſon in different cities, in order to be all 
maſſacred in one day; put the enemy to flight where- 
ever they went, and flew an aſtoniſhing number of 
them, Simon || then collected together all thoſe he had 
reſcued from their foes, and carried them with him into 
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the land of Judea; and they were ſo diſperſed; as to re- 
people the places which had been deſolated by Antio- 
chus Epiphanes. 

Joſeph * and Azarias kts of the noble exploits. 
performed by Judas and Jonathan, being ambitious of 
fame, contrary to the orders which had been given them 
by Judasathis departure, they led forth their forces, on an 
ill-projected expedition againſt Jamnia; a fea port on the 
Mediterranean ; but Gorgias falling. upon their whole 
army, flew about two thouſand. men.. Thus this raſh: 
attempt ended in the confuſion of thoſe who undertook. 
it; but Judas and his brethren! were honoured and re- 
nowned in the ſight of all Iſrael, and even amongſt the 
heathens. 

Demetrius, the ſon of Seleucus Philopater, hearing of 
the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, and the ſucceſſion of 
Eupator his ſon to the throne of Syria, applied to the 
ſenate for aſſiſtance in regaining. the kingdom of Syria, 
which properly belonged to him: but: they conſulting 
the intereſt of Rome, reſolved- to ſupport the claim of 
Eupator, and ſent three ambaſſadors into Syria to ſettle 
his affairs, and regulate them according to the articles of 
peace which had been made with. his grandfather. An- 
tiochus the Great, 

Luyſias 4, enraged at the great ſucceſs of Judas and bis 
brethren, collected an army, conſiſting of eighty thou- 
ſand men, with all the horſe of the kingdom, and eighty 
elephants, and marched with this great power to invade: 
Judea, He began the war with the ſiege of Bethſura; 
but Judas falling upon him, flew of his army eleven 
thouſand foot, and fixteen hundred horſemen, and put 
all the reſt to flight; upon which Lyſias, grown weary 

of ſo unproſperous a war; came to terms of. peace with 
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Judas; and Antiochus ratified che treaty, granting the 
Jews liberty to live every where according to their on 
laws. In this affair the ambaſſadors from the Romans 
were very ſerviceable to the Jews. 

But this peace was not of long continuance; for thoſe 
who governed in the neighbouring provinces, not being 
pleaſed with it, broke it as ſoon as Ly ſias was gone to 
Antioch, and took all opportunities of renewing their 
former hoſtilities againſt the Jews; but Judas overcame: 
them, and they were ſoon obliged to ſue for peace. 

In the mean time Timotheus, having drawn all his 
forces together to the amount of one hundred and twenty 
thouſand foot, and two thouſand five hundred horſe, 
pitched his camp at a place called Wan lying on the 
river Jabboc. 

Here Judas found him with his numerous army, fell 
upon him, and having gained the victory, flew thirty 
thouſand men. Timotheus * as he fled was taken 
priſoner; but on his promiſe to ſet. at liberty many 
Jews who were captives in places under his command, 
he was releaſed : a great part of the remainder of the 
vanquiſhed army fled to Carnaim, where Judas continu- 
ing the purſuit, put numbers to the ſword; and then 
gathering together all the race of Iſrael that were in 
the land of Gilead, he took them with him in his re- 
turn to Judea, in order to do as Simon had done the 
year before, Shortly after he returned to Jeruſalem ; 
then he and all his company went up to the temple, 
and gave thanks to God for the great ſucceſs which he 
had graciouſly given them ; for they had not loſt one 
man, notwithſtanding the dangerous enterpriſes they 
had been engaged in. 'This return was about the time 
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of Pentecoſt. After this Judas obtained ſeveral other 
important victories. 

At length Antiochns marched to Jeruſalem, in order 
to beſfiege the ſanctuary. The Jews made a valiant re- 
ſiſtance, but were on the point of ſubmitting, when 
they were moſt providentially relieved. For Lyfias 
having received an account that Philip, whom Antio- 
chus Epiphanes had appointed guardian of his ſon, was 
arrived, and had taken poſſeſſion of Antioch, and there 
aſſumed the government of the Syrian empire *, found 
it neceflary to make peace with the Jews, that he might 
be at liberty to return to Antioch; and accordingly, peace 
being granted to them on very advantageous terms, and 
ſworn to by Antiochus, he was admitted within tlie 
fortifications of the ſanctuary; but + when he ſaw how 
ſtrong they were, he cauſed them, contrary to his treaty, 
to be demoliſhed, and returned towards Syria. 

Menelaus f the high-prieft, in expectation of reco- 
vering his office, and being made governor of Judea, at- 
tended this expedition, and was very officious againſt 
his on people; but Lyſias, finding the war was ſo un- 
proſperous, accuſed this wretch to the king, as, the 
origional author of it; and he was condemned to be 
caſt headlong into a tower of aſhes, where he miſerably 
periſhed. On || his death the office of high · prieſt was 
granted to Alcimus, a min altogether as wicked as 
Menelaus, 

On the king's return to Antioch, Philip was driven 
| thence and ſuppreſſed, | It has been before mentioned, 
that ambaſſadors had been ſent from Rome to regulate 
the aftairs of Syria; theſe ambaſſadors finding that the 
king had more ſhips and elephants than the treaty al- 
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- Jowed, cauſed the ſupernumerary ſhips to be burnt, and 
the elephants to be ſlain. This meaſure occaſioned 
great diſcontent amongſt the people, and a man called' 
Leptines, being particularly exaſperated, murdered one 
of the ambaſſadors whilſt he was bathing. An embaſſy 
was immediately diſpatched to Rome to- excuſe the 
Ring, but the ſenate diſmiſſed them with Glent in- 
dignation. 

Demetrius, the ſon of Seleucus, availed himſelf of this 
opportunity, landed in Syria “, obtained the kingdom, 
and cauſed Antiochus to be put to death. 

Aleimus, who had been appointed high-prieft, was 
rejected by the Jews, becauſe he had polluted'+ himſelf 
with. conforming to the manners of the Greeks;. he 
therefore afſembled all the apoſtate Jews, and going at 
the head of them, addreſſed the new king for relief 
againſt Judas and his brethren, accuſing them. of ſlaying” 
many of the king's friends, and driving others out of the 
sountry; and by this accuſation ſo prejudiced the king 
againſt them, that he ſent Bacchides, governor of Meſo- 
potamia, into Judea with an army, and joined Alcimus 
in the commiſſion with him, for making war upon the 
Jews. On their firſt arrival they proceeded with arti- 
ſice, and pretended to come with peaceable intentions, 
but Judas and his brethren were aware of their trea- 
ehery; ſome of the Jews, however, were deceived by 
them, and were deſtroyed; amongſt theſe were ſixty of 
the Aſſideans, and ſeveral of the ſcribes or doors of 
the law. After this Bacchides returned to the king, 
but Alcimus remained with a part of the forces, who 
drew many deſerters to him, and much diſturbed the 
ſtate of Iſrael. This provoked Judas to take the field, 
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in order to puniſh thoſe who had revolted. Alcimus 
went again to the king, and having preſented him with 
a crown of gold, and other gifts, renewed his complaints 
againſt Judas; which being ſeconded by jſome in the 
court who were enemies to the Jews, Demetrius was in- 
duced to ſend another army to ſubdue them, under Ni- 
canor their old enemy; commanding him to cut off Ju- 
das, diſperſe his followers, and eſtabliſh Alcimus in the 
high; prieſts office. Nicanor was at firſt unwilling to 
make war on Judas, but being urged by the king, he at. 


length purſued it with fury; and having ſpoken many 


blaſphemous words againſt the Temple, and threatenedi 
to deſtroy it, and build a temple to Bacchus in the room 
of it, he was flain, and his army routed by Judas; 
After * this, the Jews took ont the ſpoils, cut off 
Nicanor's head, and the impious hand which he had. 
lifted againſt the holy Temple, and hanged them upon 
one of the towers of Jeruſalem: they then kept a day of 
great rejoicing, which was afterwards obſerved. as an 
annual feſtival. | 


SECTION VII. 


THE CONCLUSION OP THE HISTORY OP JUDAS 
MACCABEUS, | 


Ws muſt now begin to take a view of the Roman 
empire, which was deſcribed to Daniel in the remarkable 
viſion we formerly read, under the image of a fourth 
beaſt, dreadful, and flrong exceedingly, which, with great 
tron teeth, devoured and brake in pieces, and ſtamped the 


 refidue with the feet of it, The hiſtory of the Romans 
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ſhews that this was a very juſt repreſentation of their 
rapid and irre6ſtible en of power and do- 


minion. | 

Judas * Maccabeus ſaw himſelf 3 attacked 
by the whole force of the Syrians, and that they were ſo 
perfidious there was no relying on them in any treatyof 
peace. He had no aid to expect from the neighbouring 
nations, and the Romans were generally eſteemed for 
juſtice and valour, and always ready to aſſiſt weak 
ſtates againſt oppreſſive kings; he therefore reſolved to 
ſeek an alliance with them. But could the Jewiſh na- 
tion, which had hitherto been ſo wonderfully ſupported 
by an ALmicaTy Power, be reckoned amongſt weak 
nations? It is true, their army was ſmall in number 
when compared with their enemies, and they. were fre- 
quently aſſaulted, but Gon had hitherto enabled four of 
them to chaje an hundred, and an hundred to put ten thou- 
ſand to flight; he had animated their breaſts with the 
courage of lions, and ſhielded them from the moſt fu- 
rious attacks of their enemies; they had returned victo- 
rious from many battles, without the loſs of a fingle 
man; and none had fallen but through their own raſh- 

neſs, folly, or diſobedience to the Divine Law. What 
need then had Judas and the choſen people of the Loxp 
to ſeek for protection from an heathen power? It was 
degrading their HexvexLyY KIR in the ſight of idol 
worſhippers, to ſuppoſe that they ſtood in need of their 
aſſiſtance; and the onowr of the Lord required, that 
thoſe who thus diſtruſted him ſhould be taught, by 
chaſtiſement, to repent. for their want of confidence in 
- bis Almighty Power. For we muſt remember, that by 
the Iſraelites (as the deſcendants of Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob) Gon had — to ſhew forth his glory, 
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and convey the bleſſings of Redemption to all nations; 
therefore it was not p9gble for them to be cut off, whilft 
they kept thoſe laws which were given to diſtinguiſh 
and ſeparate them from heathens, and continued to put 
their truſt in the power of the Loxp: neither could 
they be conſidered as the peculiar people of Gop, or ex- 
pect miraculous aſſiſtance any longer, than whilſt they 
fulfilled the conditions of the covenant made with their 
forefathers. And we may obſerve, throughout the 
whole courſe of the Jewith hiſtory, that when this peo- 
ple entered into leagues with heathen powers, _y 
were always unſuccetsful, 

Eupolemus * and Jaſon, the two ambaſſadors whom 
Judas ſent to the Roman ſenate, met with a very gra- 
cious reception; and the Jews and Romans entered into 
a mutual engagement to affiſt each other both by ſea 
and land; ſo that Judas and his followers, inſtead of 
fighting only for their own lives and their laws, and the 
reeovery of their inheritance, as they had hitherto done, 
were now bound to aſſiſt, if called upon, the ambitious 
deſigns of that people who meditated the ſubjection of 
the whole earth, Though ſometimes one heathen nation, 
and ſometimes another, were (after the apoſtaſy of the 
Iſraelites under their king) ſuffered to prevail, for the 
puniſhment of the wickedneſs of others; yet, it was not 
lawful for the remnant of Gop's people (who were pre- 
ſerved for other purpoſes) to join with them, without an 
expreſs command from Gop : their only buſineſs was, 
to live quietly under the government which had do- 
minion over them, as long as they were allowed the 
free exerciſe of their religion, and the poſſeſſion of their 
inheritahce; to wait with patience for the Meſſiah; or 


Tj Macc, viii. 21. 
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in caſe they were perſecuted on account of their faith, 
and compelled to worſhip idols, and driven from their 
land, they were to defend themſelves by every means 
in their power, that was conſiſtent with their duty to 
Gop; and to rely with perfect confidence on the aid of 
the Lox, who would certainly be unto them a rock of 
defence againſt their enemies, and render human alliances 
unneceſſary. Judas therefore took a very improper ftep 
in courting the protection of the Romans; and it was 
attended with fatal conſequences. 

Demetrius * having received an account of the defeat 
and death of Nicanor, ſent Bacchides, and Alcimus, a 
ſecond time, who encamped before Jeruſalem with an 
army of twenty thouſand foot, and two thouſand horſe : 
Judas had no more than tbree thouſand men with him 
to oppoſe them; and of theſe, alt but eight hundred, 
terrified with the formidable appearance of the enemy, 
fled from the hoſt. Perſonal courage this renowned ge- 


2 2 neral poſſeſſed to a great degree; but what was his na- 


tural force, aſſiſted only by a ſmall number, without the 
held and buckler of his ſalvation, and the ford of his ex- 
cellency ? He was now left to fight his own battle, for 
the Loup withheld aid from this new ally of the Ro- 
mans: confidence of victory no longer inſpired the breaft 
of Judas; he could not now ſay to his fearful troops, as 
on a former occafion, + It is no hard matter for many to 
be' ſhut up in the hands of a few, and with the Go of hea- 
den it is all one io deliver with a great multitude, or a 
mall company : for the vidtory of battle flandeth not in the 


multitude of an hoſt, but firength cometh from heaven. 


Danger preſented itſelf to his view in all its horrors, 
and © he was troubled in mind, and ſore diſmayed;" 


| #* x Macc. ix, 1 + 1 Macc, iii, 18—20. 
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but, ſtill ſolicitous for his country's honour and his own 
fame, he reſolved not to give his foes cauſe to triumph 
in his ſhameful flight, but exerted the utmoſt efforts of 
human kill, and with aſtoniſhing bravery ſupported 
the combat for ſome time, © ſo that the earth ſhook 
with the noiſe of the armies on both ſides; at length, 
overpowered by numbers, he fell at the fect of his ad- 
verſaries! Thus died Judas Maccabeus, who, whilſt he 
continued to rely entirely on the Loxp, was in /imſelf a 
hoſt; and whoſe name ſtruck terror into the minds of 
mighty warriors. He was, on the whole, a moſt amiable 
and worthy character; and though the Driving BeixG 
puniſhed his inconſiderate application to the Romans, by 
deſerting him in the hour of danger (as he chaſtiſed his 
faithful ſervant Moſes for ſtriking the rock, by not ſuf- 
fering him to enter the promiſed land), I think we can- 
not doubt but that, after death, Gop exalted him to. 
that ſtate oſ happineſs allotted for the noble army of 
martyrs: as he had been, in ſo remarkable a manner, 
under Providence, the reſtorer and preſerver of the Di- 
vine law, and the deliverer and protector of his 
There was a general lamentation throughout Iſrael, 
for the loſs of this valiant commander; and he was ho- 
nourably buried by his brothers, Simon and Jonathan, in 
the ſepulchre of hus father, at Modin, having governed. 
Iſrael fix years. 


SECTION IX 


THE HISTORY OF JONATHAN, THE BROTHER AND suc- 
CESSOR OF JUDAS MACCABEUS, 


After * the death of Judas, the people were greatly * 


e di ſheartened. 
ed 


1 


diſheartened. Bacchides prevailed every where: a fa. th 
mine allo increaſed their diſtreſs ; which, I think we the 

may judge from Gop's uſual dealings with his people, aft 
was ſent as a chaſtiſement for their diſtruſt in him, and Sy 
deſertion of their general. Many of the friends of Ju- kir 
das were put to death, or cruelly uſed by Bacchides, to 


that there was great affliction in Iſrael, © ſach as had ſto 
155 not been ſince the times of the prophets; they there- ſta 
fore reſolved to appoint Jonathan, the brother of Judas, thi 
to be their prince and captain. Jonathan accordingly plc 
took the government, and collected forces together to vi! 
reſiſt the enemy; which Bacchides hearing, endeavoured 2 
to get him into his power; but Jonathan, and Simon his ag 
brother, fled with their company into the wilderneſs of of 
Tekoa ; and, in order to ſecure their goods and baggage, to 
ſent them, under the conduct of John, another of Judas's 
brothers, to their friends the Nabatheans; but John RY: 
was intercepted in his march by the Jambrians, a tribe gu 
of Arabs, who flew him, took the reſt priſoners, and hi 
ſeized upon their effects. Not “ long after this, Jona- pr. 
than had an opportunity of revenging his brother's ve 
death, and obtained a great deal of ſpoil. He exerted bu 
himſelf, as his brother Judas had done, for the protec- IN 
tion of Gop's people, and the bletting of the Lo RD con- D. 
ſtantly attended him. dit 
Alcimus t, by the aid of Bacchides, had fully eſta- on 
bliſhed himſelf in the high-prieſt's office, and made ſe- ha 
| veral alterations for the corruption of the Jewiſh wor- 8 
| ſhip, and bringing it to reſemble the ſuperſtition of the fe; 
heathen ; at laſt he gave orders to pull down the wall bi 
which n the Jews from the Gentile converts; na 


but whilſt it was doing, he was ſuddenly ſtruck with 


| | * Macc. ix. 35. + Ibid. 54. 
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the palſy, and died in great torment : after his'deceaſe, 
the land of Iſrael enjoyed peace for two years, Soon 
after the death of Alcimus, Demetrius, who had feized 
Syria, and flain Antiochus Eupator, was acknowledged 
king by the Romans, , 

Jonathan made uſe of the interval of peace for re- 
ſtoring the government of the Jews, both in church and 
ſtate, and repairing the walls and fortifications of Sion; 
this excited the envy of the adverſe party, who formed a 
plot which might have proved fatal to him, but that Di- 
vine PROVIDENCE interpoſed in his perſervation. He *, 
and his brother Simon, had afterwards great ſucceſs 
againſt Bacchides ; who, grown weary of war, and tired 
of thoſe who had engaged him in it, put ſeveral of them 
to death, and concluded x peace with Jonathan +. 

Demetrius, after a few years, gave himfelf np en- 
tirely to laxury, and neglected public- affairs ; this dif- 
guſted his ſubjects, and they raiſed a conſpiracy againft 
him. Ptotemy Philometer having taken offence at ſome 
proceedings of Demetrius towards him, by way of re- 


venge ſet up an uſurper, whoſe real name was Balas; 


but he pretended to be Alexander, the ſon of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and great numbers of people flocked to him. 
Demetrius 4 collected his forces with all poſſible expe- 
dition, and Jonathan armed his troops. Both parties 
courted the friendſhip of Jonathan; but as Demetrius 
had been a bitter enemy to the Jews, Jonathan durſt not 
confide in him : he therefore accepted Alexander's of- 
fers, and having the conſent of all the Jews, aſſumed the 
high prieſt's office, and officiated at the feaſt of Taber- 
nacles 5. There had been a vacancy in the prieſthood 


„ 1 Macc, ix. 58, + Ibid. 7. 1 1 Mace. x. a. 
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Tor ſeyen years, from the death of Alcimus; but from 


this time it continued for many years in the family of 
the Maccabees, called Aſmoneans, from Aſmoneus, the 
great grandfather of Mattathias, Whether the Macca- 
bees were of the race of Joſedek, is uncertain, but they 
were undoubtedly of the family of Aaron; and as none 
appeared who had a better claim, Jonathan had a right 
to the office, eſpecially as he was choſen with the con- 
ſent of all the people. 

The contending kings of Syria having taken the field, 
Demetrius was at length overpowered and ſlain &. Alex- 
ander, having by this victory ſecured the whole em- 
pire of Syria, ſent to Ptolemy +, king of Egypt, deſiring 
to have his daughter Cleopatra to wife, which he con- 
ſented to, and the marriage was accordingly ſolemnized, 
Jonathan $ went by invitation to the wedding-feaſt, 
and was received by both kings with great reſpec, 
eſpecially by Alexander ; who cauſed him to be clothed 
in purple, enrolled him amongſt the chief of his friends, 
and allowed to take place amongſt the firſt princes of 
luis kingdom; he alſo conſtituted him general of his 
forces in Judea, and gave him an high office in his 

palace. 
These e honours excited the envy of ſe- 
veral perſons, and they brought accuſations againſt Jo- 
nathan; but the king rejected them all, and cauſed pro- 
clamation to be made, that no one ſhould preſume to 
ſpeak evil of him, and Jonathan returned into Judea. 

Alexander 4 having obtained quiet poſſeſſion of the Sy- 
rian throne, abandoned himſelf to pleaſure, eaſe, and 
luxury, and left the care of his affairs to a favourite, 


„ x1 Macc, x. 50. + Ibid. 51, 4 Ibid. 59, 66. 
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named Ammonius. On which Demetrius, the ſon of 
the late king, being now grown up to manhood, reſolved 
to attempt the recovery of the crown, and was joined 
by Apollonius, the governor of Ccalo-Syria, On this 
Alexander took the field with his army, and called for 
the aſſiſtance of his father-in-law Ptolemy. 

Apollonius * having embraced the party of Deme- 
trius, gathered a great army together, and encamped at 
Jamnia, from whence he ſent a haughty meſſage to Jo- 
nathan the high prieſt, who immediately marched out of 
Jeruſalem with ten thouſand men, took Joppa, and de- 
feated Apollonius's army with a great flaughter ; and 
having ſet fire ſo ſeveral cities belonging to the enemy, 


returned to Jeruſalem with their ſpoils. Alexander 


hearing of this victory gained in his intereſt, ſent to Jo- 
nathan a buckle of gold, ſuch as was only worn by the 
royal family, and gave him alſo the city of Accaron, 
and the territory belonging to it +. | 

Alexander having greatly. offended Ptolemy Philo- 
meter king of Egypt, he perſuaded the Syrians to re- 
ſtore the kingdom to Demetrius, the true heir; who was 
accordingly ſeated on the throne of his anceſtors. Upon 
this revolution, Alexander waſted the country round 
Antioch with fire and ſword; a battle enſued, and 
Alexander being vanquiſhed, fled with only five 
hundred horſe to Zabdiel, an Arabian prince with whom 
he had entruſted the care of his children; here he was 
treacherouſly ſlain. | 

Demetrius ſucceeding in Syria, in conſequence of this 
victory, called himſelf N1caTor, that is, the congueror, 
At firſt he treated Jonathan very graciouſly, eflabliſhed- 


* Suppoſed by Prideaux to have been governor of Cœlo-Syria, and 
a former adherent to Demetrius. 
+ 1 Macc. x. 89. 
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him in the high-prieſthood, and granted him many 

privileges and immunities T. Jonathan, in return, per- 
formed ſome great ſervices for him; but Demetrius was 

of a very oppreſſive, unjuſt Aeon, and behaved 


afterwards with ſhameful ingratitude, which alienated 


the Jews from his intereſt. . He had alſo rendered him- 
ſelf hateful to the reſt of his ſubjects, who revolted from 


him in favour of young Antiochus, the ſon of Alexan- 


der, called Theos, or the Divine, who was placed upon 
the throne, and Demetrius driven away. 

+ Jonathan being juſtly provoked by the ingratitude 
of the late king, accepted of an invitation made him by 
the new monarch; on which he was confirmed in the 
high-prieſt's office, allowed to wear the purple and the 
golden buckle, and to have place among the king's 
chief friends, with many other privileges. Jonathan 


and his brother Simon aſſiſted Antiochus againſt De- 


metrius, and alſo drove the den out of ts fortreſs 
of Bethſura. | 
Jonathan , on his return to a finding all quiet, 
ſent ambaſſadors to renew the league which the Romans 
had made with Judas Maccabeus; they were received 


by the ſenate. with . honour, and diſmiſſed with ſatiſ- 


faction: and they had likewiſe orders, in their re- 
turn from Rome, to addreſs the Lacedæmonians as bre- 
thren of the Jews; and Jonathan wrote a letter, to 
aſſure them of remembrance and interceflion to Gop in 
their behalf, Jonathan very juſtly obſerved, in this let- 
ter, that © the Jews ſtood in no need of the friendſhip 
of other nations, having the holy books of Scripture to 
comfort them, and help from heaven, to ſuccour - and 
deliver them from their enegics "a but his conduct 
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in reſpe& to making alliances with other nations, was in- 
conſiſtent with theſe expreſſions of confidence in the 
Loxp. The Lacedzmonians, as well as the Romans, 
were heathens, and as ſuch at enmity with Gop. . 

During the abſence of his ambaſſadors, Jonathan and 
his brother Simon ſuppreſſed, in different parts of the 
land of Judea, the adverſaries of Antiochus; and at 
length obliged the heathens to abandon the fortreſs of 


Acra, in Jeruſalem, which they had fo long kept poſſeſ- 


fion of. | 
Tryphon *, the perſon who had been chiefly inſtru- 
mental in eſtabliſhing Antiochus on the throne, with a 
view of aſſaſſinating him, and gaining it for himſelf, 
threw off the maſk; but deſpairing of ever being able to 
perſuade Jonathan to join in his wicked plot, he reſolved 
to deſtroy him; and marched towards Judea, with a 
great army, in order to get him into his power: but Jo- 
nathan met him at Bethſan with forty thouſand men: 
this diſconcerted Tryphon's ſcheme ; ſo he changed his 
meaſures, and proceeded with flattery and diflimulation 
to conſult him about their common intereſt, and pro- 
miſing to refign Ptolemais into his hands, preyailed with 
kim to diſmiſs all his troops excepting three thouſand 


men; two thoufand of whom Jonathan inconſiderately ſent 


into Galilee, and with the remainder went with Try- 
phon to Ptolemais, expecting to have the place delivered 
to him: but as ſeon as he and his company were got 
within the walls, the gates were” that upon them, Jona- 
than made priſoner, and all his men put to the ſword. 
Orders were then fent to deftroy thoſe in Galilee alſo; 
but they having timely notice of the fate of their bre- 

thren, reſolutely determined to defend themſelves; 


* 1 Macc. xii. 42. 
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wehich the enemy perceiving, marched off; and the 


Jewiſh troops returned ſafely to Jeruſalem, where great 
lamentations were made for the loſs of their governor. 
The heathen nations, on the capture of Jonathan, re- 
newed their hoſtilities againſt the Jews ; upon which 
Simon, went up to the Temple, called the people to- 
gether, and encouraged them by a noble ſpeech which 
revived thei drooping ſpirits, and they immediately 
choſe him their commander; and, under his conduct 


and direction, proceeded to the completion of the forti- 


fication which Jonathan had begun at Jeruſalem *. 

On 'Tryphon's approach to invade the land, Simon led 
forth a great army againſt him: the former not daring 
to engage, endeavoured to deceive Simon alſo, by pre- 
tending that he had ſeized Jonathan only becauſe he 
_ owed a large ſum of money to the king; promiſing to 
ſet him at liberty, if his brother would ſend the 
money, and Jonathan's two ſons to be hoſtages for their 
father's fidelity. Simon perceived that this was mere 
artifice, but willing to do every thing in his power. to 
ſave his brother's life, he complied with. the terms, 
Shortly after this, the treacherous Tryphon put Jona- 
than to death, and then returned to Antioch, and cauſed 
the young king to be aſſaſſinated, reporting that he died 


ſuddenly; then ſeizing the crown, he declared himſelf 


king of Syria. 


When Simon heard of his brother's death, he ſent 


and fetched his bones, and buried them in the family 


ſepulchre at Modin, where he erected a very famous 


monument of white marble to his memory; near this 
he placed ſeven pyramids, two for his father and mo- 


In Jonathan's days the Jews built a temple in Egypt. 


ther, 
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ther, five for his brothers, and one for himſelf, round 
which he built a ſtately portico, 


Jonathan's character as a warrior cuts a noble figure in 


the Jewiſh hiſtory : he likewiſe laboured for the proſpe- 
rity of his country, and ſeems to have been a man of good 
morals; but it appears, that he was too fond of pomp and . 


magnificence, for, as high prieſt of the Jews, he ſhould - 
have diſdained the purple robe and the golden buckle, _ 


which, ſo far from adding to his dignity, debaſed him. 
The ſacred veſtment that diſtinguiſhed him as the mi- 
niſter of Gop, was the moſt honourable garment he could 
wear. He was certainly guilty of an error, as well as 
Judas Maccabeus, in courting the friendſhip of the Ro- 
mans; for, as they were a great and increaſing empire, 
and the Jews at that time a ſmall people, it appeared 


as if they thought 7 /rengthen themſelves in ther - 


flrength, and truft to the ſhadownf ROE * ; which was in- 
confiderately flying from the ſtandard of the Lond Ix- 
noVan, If there had been prophets at this time, I make 
no doubt they would have been ſent to reprove Jonathan; 


or had he properly attended to the written prophecies, 


and the hiſtories of the kings of Iſrael and Judah, he 
would have diſcovered that he ought not 2% lee them that 


hated God +, but, at all events, to avoid mixing with 


heathens. Jonathan's ſituation, to be ſure, was a very 
difficult one, and he was ſubject to human infirmities. 
Gop, who permitted him to be deceived to his deſtruction, 
is a Gop of infinife compaſſion: he alone could judge of 
the motives of Jonathan's actions, and whatever faults. 
were committed by him through miſtake, or want of in- 


formation, were certainly pardoned by the Divine good- 


neſs, 
| * Iſai, XXX» 3: + 2 Chrono Xix. 2: 
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SECTION X. 
SIMON SENDETH, AMBASSADORS TO THE ROMANS, 
Tuvrhox, having uſurped the throne of Syria, ſent a 
ſplendid embaſſy, with coſtly gifts, to the Romans, in 


hopes they would acknowledge him king; but they 
eluded his expectations by cauſing the name of Antiochus 


to be engraved on their preſent, as if it came from him. 


Simon * likewiſe ſent ambaſſadors, for the infatuation of 
ſending to the Romans poſſeſſed his mind, as it had. his 
brother's before him. They were honourably entertained; 
great concern was expreſſed for the death of Jonathan, 
and ſatisfaction for the ſucceſſes of Simon. The former 
leagues were renewed,” and being written on tables of 
braſs, were ſent to Jeruſalem. Thoſe alſo, with the La- 


cedæmonians, and other nations, were confirmed to the 
Jews | 


1+ the pnieſts, elders, and people of the Jews, met 
together in a general aſſembly at Jeruſalem, when it was 
agreed, by unanimous conſent, to eſtabliſh the high prieſt- 


- hood and ſupreme government of the nation on Simon 


and his deſcendants by a public act, in which were re- 


.cited the good deeds which had been wrought by Simon 


'and his family. A copy of this they cauſed to be engraved 
on tables of braſs, and hung up in the ſanctuary; the 


original was depoſited in the treafury of the Temple, and 


from that time Simon took upon him the ſtyle, ſtare, and 
authority of prince, as well as high prieſt, Deſirous of 
being acknowledged as (ſuch by the Romans, Simon ſent 
ambaſſadors to renew the league with them, and alſo a 


preſent of a golden ſhield, of the value of fifty thouſand 


® x Macc. xiv. 20. | 1 Ibid. 35. 
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pounds of our money. Both the embaſſy and preſent 
were cordially received; and the ſenate cauſed letters tb 
be written to the different ſtates who were then depend- 
ent on them, ſtyling the Jews their friends, and com» 
manding that none ſhoul injure or mobeſt them, nor har- 
bour any fugitives or traitors of that nation, 

Thus did the people Gop ſubmit to be /hielded by the 
Romans, as if the /hield of the SALV aTLON of the LORD 
had been inſuſficient for them! 

Simon, who had ample eaufe to deſert Fryphon, ſent 
ambaſſadors to treat for peace and alliance with Deme- 
trius, and preſented him with a golden crown as a token 
of ſubmiſſion to his government. Demetrius readily 
granted a confirmation of the prieſthood to Simon, with a 
releaſe of all taxes, tolls, and tributes; and an act of obli- 
vion of all paſt hoſtilities, on condition of his joining with 
kim againſt Tryphon. All this was cordially agreed to 
by the Jews, Simon was declared foyereign prince of 
the Jewifh nation, and the land freed from all wies | 
tyrann y. 

Simon, finding his ſon John (afterwards called Hyr- 
canus) to be a very valiant man, made him-general of all 
the forces iu Judea, and ſent him to live in Gazara, where 
his preſence was moſt neceſſary. 

Demetrius was taken priſoner. in a-war with the Par- 
thians, -and carried into Parthia, where he married the 
king's daughter, which ſo enraged his queen, that ſhe 
ſent to his brother Antiochus, who was in Crete, and of- 
fered to marry him if he would join his intereſt with her 
againſt Tryphon. This offer he readily accepted. Before 
he landed, he ſent a letter to Simon, offering to confirm 
all the privileges which the Jews at that time enjoyed, 
| and to honour the Temple. Simon, as a proof of his 
friendly diſpoſition, ſent him men, arms, and money, to 

R 3 alliſt 
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aſſiſt hitn in carrying on his war; but the perfidious king 
broke through all his promiſes, rejected his offers, and ſent 

Athenobins, his friend, into Judea, as ambaſſador, to de- 
mand Joppa, and Gazara, and the fort at Jeruſalem ; or, 
inſtead of them, a thouſand talents of filver. Theſe con- 
ditions were too unreaſonable to be complied with; but, 
to preſerve peace, Simon offered to give an hundred ta- 
lents. Athenobius, enraged at his refuſal, made no 
reply, but haſtened back to report what he had heard 
and feen, He told the king, that Simon lived in a 
ſtyle of the utmoſt magnificence, and that he abſolutely 
refuſed to comply with his demands. Antiochus now 
confidered Simon as a riyal, was jealous of his power, and 
reſolved to humble him; and having made Cenebeus, 
one of his nobles, captain and governor of the ſea-ports 
of Paleſtine, he ſent him with one part of his army againſt 
Simon, and with the other he himſelf purſued Tryphon, 
who continued to fly from place to place, till at length 
he was overtaken and put to death. 

Cenebeus in the mean time marched into Judea, and 
began to kill and plunder the Jews. Simon, being in- 
formed of theſe hoſtilities, „called * for his two eldeſt 
ſons, Judas and John, who with a choſen army marched 
to meet the adverſary, and ſoon came in fight of the for- 
midable hoſt : an engagement followed, in which Cene- 
beus loſt two thouſand men, the reft fled to their ſtrong 
holds. The two brothers, having driven the Syrians 
away, returned in triumph to Jeruſalem. 

Antiochus Sidetes, after vanquiſhing 'Tryphon, and de- 
ſtroying his faction, ſettled all things npon the ſame 
footing as they were before theſe diſturbances began. 

About + a'year after the war with Antiochus, Simon, 
making a circuit through the cities of Judah, to ſee that 


1 Macc, xvi. 2, 3. + Ibid. 14. 
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all things were properly regulated, came to Jericho, ac- 
companied by his two ſons, Mattathias and Judas. Pto- 
lemy, the ſon of Abubus, who had married one of his 
daughters, was governor of the place, they therefore took 
up their reſidence with him; but he was a very wicked 
ambitious man, and had formed a ſcheme to get the go- 
vernment of Judea for himſelf. In order to accomplith 
this, he made a ſumptuous entertainment, under the pre- 
tence of honouring his gueſts ; but while they were re- 
joicing in his apparent hoſpitality, he cauſed them to be 
aſſaſſinated, Ptolemy made immediate application | to 
the king of Syria, promiſing that he would deliver Judea 
into his hands, if he would furniſh him with an army : 
he alſo ſent to Gazara, and offered great rewards to thots 
who would kill John, and diſpatched others to take pol- 
feſſion of Jeruſalem. John was appriſed of Ptoleny' E 
proceedings, and. put thoſe to death who attempted to 
deftroy him: he then haſtened to ſecure the holy City 
and Temple, and uſed every meaſure to ſecure the fafety 
and peace of the people. Ptolemy finding his plot de- 
feated, fled to Philadelphia, till ſuch time as the army 
- from Antiochus ſhould arrive: what became of him after- 
wards is uncertain. 

There were great lamentations in Judea on account of 
the death of Simon, who was univerſally beloved; for he 
was a man of piety, bravery, honour, and humanity, and' 
a great benefactor to his country. | 
© His noble acts deſervedly gained him the eſteem of 
the people; but the advantages be procured for them 
would have been more permanent if he had not put them 
as he did under the protection of the Romans; for hav- 
ing by the aid of the Loxp once more recovered the 
land of Judah from ſubjection to earthly monarchs, their. 


Strength * was 10 ſit till, and truſt to the protection of 
* Iſai. xxx. 7. 
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their heavenly King, bending their whole attention te 
the preſervation of their law, and the practice of moral 
virtues. | 5 1 


bl 


SECTION XI. 
THE GOVERNMENT OF JOHN HYRCANUS, 


. ANTIOCRvs, being informed of the death of Simon, 
beſieged Judea, and the inhabitants were on the point of 
periſhing with famine. Hyrcanus was therefore obliged 
to make a diſadvantageous treaty ; in a ſhort time after, 
Antiochus and his whole army were cut off in one night 
by the Parthians, whoſe country they invaded. Deme- 
trius then recovered the kingdom, but ſtill perſiſting in his 
tyranny and yices, his ſubjects ſoon rebelled ; Alexander 
Zabina, pretending to be the ſon of Alexander Balas, laid 
claim to the crown, and defeated him, on which Deme- 
trius fled to Ptolemais, where bis wife Cleopatra then 
reſided; but ſhe ordered the gates to be ſhut againſt him, 
and he fell into the hands of his enemies, who firſt made 
him priſoner, and then put him to death. Zabina by 

this means. aſcended the throne, and reigned over one 
part of the kingdom, while Cleopatra governed the reſt ; 
but ſhortly after, Seleucus, who was the eldeſt ſon of 
Demetrius, by this queen, reſumed the kingdom, and was 
ſlain by the cruel hands of his own mother, after he had 
_ reigned one year. Antiochus Grypus, his brother, a very 
young prince, was then placed on the throne : he, with 
the aſſiſtance of Ptolemy Phyſcon, king of Egypt, van- 
quithed Zabina, who ſhut himſelf up in Antioch; but 
the inhabitants, being informed that he intended to fteal 
a heathen idol for the ſake of the gold, drove him away, 


and, after wandering from place to place, he was at 
| | length 
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length put to death. Antiochus Grypns, being grown to 
years of maturity, began to take upon himſelf the autho- 
rity as well as name of king : this his mother would not 
ſubmit to, ſhe therefore prepared a cup of poiſon, and of- 
fered it to him when he came in hot from hunting; but 
being appriſed of her deſign, he obliged her to drink it 
berſelf, and ſo put an end to the life of this wicked woman. 
Grypus, having ſettled his affairs in peace and ſecurity, 
reigned ſeveral years without any diſturbance. 
During theſe diviſions, Hyrcanus ſhook off the Syrian 
yoke, greatly enlarged his dominions, and made himfelf. 
wholly independent. He ſubdued Sechem, the chief ſeat 
of the ſect of the Samaritans, and deſtroyed their temple, - 
which Sanballat had built. He alſo conquered the Idu- 
means, and obliged them all to embrace the-Jewiſh reli- 
gion; and from that time they were incorporated into 
the Jewiſh church; and at length loſt the name of Idu- 
means or Edomites, and were called Jews. 2 N 
Hyrcanus ſent ambaſſadors to Rome to renew the 
league which Simon his father had made with the ſenate, 
and at the ſame time to complain of the oppreſſive beha- 
viour of the Syrian kings. Upon which the ſenate de- 
creed, that all the places which had been taken from 
them ſhould: be reſtored, and reparation made, and that 
the Syrian kings ſhould have no right to march their 
armies through the Jewiſh territories. Ambaſſadors 
were ſent from Rome to ſee this decree put in execution, 
- The behaviour of the Romans in this inſtance was very 
honourable, and any other nation might have gloried in 
their protection and interpoſition ; but, when we conſider 
the Jews as the peculiar people of Goo, they fink in our 
eſteem for thus humbling themſelves to heathens. 
Hyrcanus, being much increaſed in power and riches, 


ſent his two ſons, Ariſtobulus and Antigonus, to beſiege 
R 5 Samaria; 
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Samaria ; which, after a victorious ſiege, they took, and 
entirely deſtroyed, and even cauſed-trenches to be dug 
every way acroſs it, ſo that it might never be rebuilt. 
This was not done out of hatred to the ſe& of the Sama+ 
ritans, for none of them dwelt here, Alexander the 
Great having expelled them as we formerly read. 

In acknowledgment of the friendſhip of the Romang,. 
 Hyreanus ſent the next year ambaſſadors with a golden: 
cup and a ſhield of immenſe value; upon which they iſ- 
ſued another decree to ratify and confirm the former. 

After the conqueſt of Samaria, Hyreanus became maſter. 
of all Judea, Galilee, and ſeveral. other places in the 
country round about, and was one of the greateſt princes 
of the age in which he lived: none of the neighbouring, 
princes dared to moleſt him; but the latter end of his 
reign was diſturbed by internal commotions in his go- 
vernment, occaſioned by diſputes between the Phariſees 
and Sadducees, from which the Romans could not e 
him. 

Hyrcanus died the next year after theſe 8 
and, having had the adminiſtration of public affairs both 
in church and ſtate for twenty-nine years, left the high» 
Prieſthood and ſovereignty to his eldeſt fon, Judas Ari» 
ſtobulus. 

John Hyrcanus was an excellent governor and com- 
mander, and Iſrael was in a very flourithing ſtate during; 
his adminiſtration; but ſtill they were in obſcurity, when 
confidered as the peculiar penple of Gor. They were in- 
deed victorious and ſucceſsful over their enemies, for the- 
Lonp was ſtill merciful to them in remembrance of his 
promiſes to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and his faithful 
ſervant David, and therefore would not ſuffer the heathen, 
do diſpoſſeſs them; but his mercy was exerciſed only in 

the ordinary diſpenſations of providence, and we cannot 
wonder 


( 371 ) 


wonder that they were diſtreſſed in thoſe inſtances, in 


which they could not have been relieved without a mira- 
culous interpoſition in their fayour, 


In the reign of Hyrcanus, Jeſus, the-ſon of Sirach, a 
_ Jew of. Jeruſalem, going into Egypt and ſettling there, 


tranſlated out of Hebrew into Greek, for the uſe of the | 


Heleniſtichl Jews, the book of Jeſus his grandfather, - 


which is the ſame we have in our Bibles under the title 


of 'Eeelefiaſticus,” The ancients call it the treaſury of all 


virtue, ſuppoſing it to contain maxims leading to every 


virtue, . It 'was originally written in Hebrew, about the 
time that Onias, the ſecond of that name, was high prieſt 


at eruſalem. 


| Hyrcanus left five ſons: Ariſtobulus, Antigonus, add 


Alexander, were the three firſt; the name of the fourth 
is unknown, but the fifth we are told was called Abſalom. 


— 


SECTION XII. 


JUDAS ARISTOBULUS MADE PRINCE AND HIGH PRIEST* 
or THE JEWS. | 


Ax1sT0BUl us ſucceeded his father. He put a royal 
diadem on his head, and aſſumed the title of king; this 
he had no right to do, as he was not of the lineage of Da- 
vid: but he paid no regard to the nature of the Jewiſh | 
conſtitution, for he was a man of a moſt i imperious, am- 


bitious, and cruel temper. He caſt his o- n mother into 


— 


priſon, and ſtarved her to death; and cauſed his favourite 
brother to be executed on an unjuſt ſuſpicion but no 
ſooner was the laſt fact committed, than he ſeverely repent- ; 


ed, and his conſcience felt the bittereſt pangs of remorſe 
tor all his cruel deeds. He had for ſome time been af- 

flied with a diſtemper, which was now-increaſed by the 
| R 6 gagitation 
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agitation of his ſpirits, and he expired in great agonies 
of body and horror of mind, having reigned only one 
year. 

The royal diadem brought neithas honour nor bappi- 
neſs to this miſerable monarch, who muſt have been, 
from the time he aſſumed it, a wa to the moſt torment- 
ing pathons, and totally unfit for the duties of the high 
_ Prieſthood, 

Whilſt the people depended on the aid and protection 
of Gop alone, the high prieſt might govern in civil as 
well as in ſacred affairs, till it ſhould pleaſe the LoR to 

raiſe them up a king of David's line; but they could 
have no right themſelves to transfer the crown and title 
to another family without a divine commithon. The 
prophecies gave them reaſon to expect a ſor of David as 
a future king of the Jews; and though the nature of 
his kingdom was not at that time perfectly underſtood, 
yet it was their duty to wait and ſee what the Lonp 
would bring forth; and, as Gop © had* removed the dia- 
dem, and taken off the crown, from the houſe of Frdah,” 
thoſe were zſurpers who preſumed to wear it, © till Hs 
ene come whoſe right it was.” 


SECTION XI. 


THE RE1GNS OF ALEXANDER JANUS, ALEXANDRA, AND 
ARISTOBULUS, OVER JUDEA, 


As fron az Ariſtobulus was dead, Salome, his widow, . 
ſet at liberty has three brothers whom he had impri- 
ſoned; and Alexander the eldeſt, ſurnamed Janæus, took 
the kingdom. At this time the government of Syria 
was divided between Antiochus Grypus, and his brother 


* Eack, x xxi. 26. 
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Antiochus Cyzicenus, who haraſſed each other with” 
continual wars; of which advantage being taken by Tyre; 
Sidon, and other parts of the empire, they aſſumed their 
Iberty, and tyrants took poſſeſſion of them. . 

- After Alexander had ſettled his affairs at home, he 
attacked ſome of theſe places, and dealt very deceitfully 
with Lathymus the heir to the crown of Egypt, who 
came to their aſſiſtance; on which a bloody battle enſued; 
wherein Alexander's army was totally defeated, - and he 
loſt thirty thouſand men; and muſt have been entirely 
undone, had not Cleopatra, queen of beype, come to his 
aſſiſtance. 

When Alexander returned to Jeraſater, he went, at 
the feaſt of tabernacles, to officiate in the Temple as high 
prieſt ; where he had great indignity offered to him by 
the people, who called him reproachful names, and pelted 
him with citrons. Ihey were inſtigated to this by the 
Phariſees, who bore him an inveterate hatred. Enraged 
by theſe inſults, Alexander took inftant revenge by kill- 
ing fix thouſand of them: from this time he choſe his 
guards out of the heathen nations, never daring to truſt 
himſelf with Jews. At Jaſt there broke out a civil war 
between him and his people, which continued about fix 
years, and occaſioned the death of fifty thouſand perſons : 
a deciſive battle was fought, and Alexander conquered 
them. He exerciſed the moſt horrid barbarities, by 
which he ſo terrified the whole party, that _ gave him 
no farther ditturbance. 

Aftert heſe civil wars were ended, he had cuntentivah 
with neighbouring kings; but at the end of three years 
returned to Jeruſalem, and was well received by his ſub- 
jets: ſoon after this he died of a diſeaſe which was at 
firſt brought on by exceſlive drinking, 

Alexander, by his will, appointed that the Paris 

authority 


G 
authority ſtiould deſcend to his royal conſort Alexandra, 
who made her eldeſt ſon Hyrcanus high+prieſt, but the 
adminiſtration was entirely in the power of the Phariſees. 
They immediately revoked the decree which John Hyr-- 
canus had made againſt their traditional conſtitutions, 
and put many of the Sadducees to death, by the queen s 
leave, for ſhe dreaded a freſh civil war. The late king's - 
friends, ſeeing no end to thete perſecutions, went in a 
body, with the queen's youngeſt ſon Ariſtobulus at their 
head, to remonſtrate againſt theſe proceedings ; requeſt- 
ing that, if they could have no other defence, they might: 
be placed in the different garriſons of the kingdom, out: 
of the reach. of their enemies. To this the queen readily. 
conſented, for ſhe heartily. commiſerated their caſe; but 
this was the utmott ſhe could do for them. The n 
were threatened with a powerful invaſion by the king ot 
Armenia, but ſent ambailadors, who accommodated the 
difference. 

- If a ſhort · time after queen Alexandra fell fick and | 
died, being then ſeventy-three years old. She was a 
princeſs of great wiſdom and diſcretion ; and, if ſhe had 
not inclined too much to the Phariſees, no exceptions + 
could have been made to her government. 
When Alexandra made Hyrcanus high-prieſt, the left 
Ariſtobulus, his younger brother, to lead a private life: 
this by no means ſuited: his aſpiring temper ; as ſoop, 
therefore, as his mother was paſt all hopes of recovery, 
he uſed meaſures to obtain the ſupreme authority, and 
Hyrcanus was obliged to ſubmit to him. Hyrcanus re- 
tired to lĩve upon his private fortune, but was afterwards - 
prevailed on, by one of his adherents, to attempt the re- 
covery of the kingdom; and he ſought the aſſiſtance of 
Aretas, king of Arabia, who ſupplied him with an army; 
which being joined by the Jews,” — gained a 
complete victory. 55 
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In the mean time the Roman empire ſpread far ands 
near. Pompey, a famous general, had lately reduced 
gyria to the form of a Roman province ; and Scaurus, one 
of his lieutenants, being ſent with an army as far as Da+ 
maſcus, Ariſtobulus gained him on his ſide by the pay- 
ment of a large ſum of money. Scaurus threatened Aretas 
with the Roman arms in caſe he did not retire, which: 
obliged him to raiſe the ſiege and retreat: | 

Nor long after Pompey himſelf came to Damaſcus, 
where he was attended by ambaſſadors from ſeveral na- 
tions, and among tie reſt from Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus. 
Pompey ordered the brothers to appear before him; they 
accordingly attended, and many Jews came alſo to remon- 
ſtrate againſt both; alledging, that they had changed the 
old, and introduced a new, form of government; deſiring 
that they might not have a king. but that juſtice might 
be adminiſtered by the high; prieſt, agreeably to the law. 
of GOD. | | 
Pompey, having heard all parties, ſaw the injuſtice-of 
_ Ariſtobulus, but left the determination of the affair till 
he could go to Judea. Ariſtobulus immediately armed 
in his defence ; and when Pompey arrived he found him 
ſhut up in a ſtrong fortreſs. Pomꝑey was not long before 
he marched againſt him, and laid fiege to Jeruſalem. 
Ariſtobulus then, by the promife of a large ſum of mo- 
ney, prevailed on him to retire; but failing in the pay- 
ment, exaſperated Pompey, who marched forward, and 
was received into Jeruſalem by Hyrcanus's party. Here 
he met with refiſtance from the other faction; and there 
was great confuſion in the city. In three motiths time 
Pompey prevailed,. and put the principal incendiaries of 
the war to death. 0 

Before he left Jeruſalem, Pompey, with ſeveral other 
chief officers, went into the Temple, and cauſed the 


moſt 
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moſt ſacred parts of it, even the moſt holy IE tobe 
opened. He viſited the treaſuries alſo, but left them un- 
touched: he thought it however adviſable to deſtroy the 
walls of Jeruſalem ; and, though he reſtored Hyrcanus to 
the high-prieſthood, yet he deprived him of all the new 
conqueſts of his predeceſſors, would not permit. him to 
wear a diadem, and obliged-him to pay an annual tribute 
to the Romans. Pompey had hitherto gained great ho- 
nour, and met with wonderful ſucceſs; but after this he 
ſunk in his character, and in his power, which is attri- 
buted by Jewiſh hiſtorians to his profaning the ſanctuary. 


— 


* SECTION XIV. 
THE JEWISH: GOVERNMENT CHANGED. 


ALEXANDER, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, attempted to re. 
cover the kingdom of Judea. Hyrcanus, being too weak 
to take the field againſt him, would have fortified Jeru- 
ſalem by rebuilding the walls, but this his treaty with - 
the Romans forbad ; he was therefore obliged to ſend to 
them for forces, upon which Gabinius, who was then the 
Roman governor of Syria, came to his relief. Alexander 
ſubmitted, Hyrcanus * was confirmed in the high-prieft- 
| Hood; but the civil adminiſttation was taken from the 
Sanhedrim, the Jand divided into five provinces, and : 
courts of juſtice appointed over each of them; and from 
this time, inſtead of the Prince, the ſupreme * 
was inveſted in the Nobles. 

Gabinius was a very wicked man, and exerciſed great 
extortion and oppreſſion : he was ſoon removed from his 
government, and. ſent into exile, where he lived in a 

Kate of poverty for ſome years, 


He was in by pompey, un made bis eſcape. 
Craſſus 
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Craſſus ſucceeded him. He was very eager to acquire 
wealth; and, hearing that there were great treaſures i in 
the temple at Jeraialem, marched his army thither to ſeize 
them, and ranſacked it of every thing he thought worth 
taking. He then made an unjuſt war againſt the king 
of Parthia, in which he was flain. It is faid, that when 
the king of Parthia received the head of Craſſus, he 
cauſed melted gold to be poured down his throat by way 
of mockery for his greedy defire of riches. 

- Calphurnius Bibulus had Syria afligned to him, but 
nothing remarkable happened to the Jews during his go- 
vernment: he returned juſt as the war was breaking out 
between Cæſar and Pompey. X 

It is very affecting, as well as intereſting, to read the 
hiſtory of this conteſt, but it is foreign to our preſent 
ſubject: it is ſufficient to ſay, that Pompey was flain, * | 
Czar triumphant. 

The Jews, were very ſerviceable to Cafar in Eavpt, on 
which account he confirmed all the privileges that had 
been granted them in that country ; and ordered a pillar 
to be erected, in which they were recorded with his de- 
cree in favour of them. 

From Egypt, Czfar paſſed into Syria: here he was ad- 
dreſſed by Antigonus, the ſon of the late king Ariſto- 
bulus, with complaints againſt Hyrcanus and Antipater; 
but Antipater, who was then with Cæſar, pleaded their 
cauſe fo well, that Cæſar, inſtead of reſtoring Antigonug, 
made a decree that Hyrcanus ſhould hold the office of 
high-pnieſt, and the principality of Judea, in perpetual 
ſucceſſion, and that Antipater ſhould be the procurator 
of Judea under him. This Antipater, who was a man 
of great wiſdom, and powerful intereſt, had two ſons, 
Phaſacl and Herod : to the former, he gave the govern- 
ment of the country about Jeruſalem; to the latter, that 

Gt 
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of fene. Plate behaved himſelf well, but Herod 
was of a very violent temper, 

Julius Cæſar returned to Rome after the death of "Sol 
pey, great honours were decreed him, but a conſpiracy 
was formed againſt him, and be was e mur- 
tered; Julius had lately given permiſſion to Hyrcanus 
to rebuild the walls of Jeruſalem ; and during his life the 
Jews were held in great honour and eſteem by the 
Romans. 8 

Antipater was poiſoned at a banquet by Hyrcanus's 
butler, at the inſtigation of Malicus, who was next 
in power to him: his ions would have revenged his 
death, but that there was a treaty of marriage on foot 
between Herod and Mariamne, the high- prieſt's grand- 
daughter, which ſuited his ambitious views, as the Jews 
were greatly attached to the Aſmonean family. 

Antigonus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, made another at- 
tempt to recover the kingdom; and fo far ſucceeded, that 
Hyrcanus and Phaſael were taken and put in chains, and 


Antigonus took poſſeſſion of Jeruſalem, © Here he was. 


befieged by Herod, affifted by a Roman army. The 

city held out ſeveral months with a great deal of re ſolu- 
tion, but was at length obliged to ſurrender. Antigonus 
ſubmitted, and was led in chains to Rome, and Herod, 
took the kingdom; but, not thinking himſelf ſecure 

whilft any of the royal family were alive, he prevailed 
on the Romans to put Antigonus to death as a common 
criminal, With him ended the ſovereiguty of the fa- 
mous Aſmonean family. ; 


* SECTION XV. 
THE REIGN OF HEROD THE GREAT, 

As Herod was ob! iged to make his way to the throne 
a; | of: 
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of Judea through a great deal of blood, fo he found it 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh himſelf in it by the ſame means, 
and he put numbers to death, Hyrcanus continued a 
priſoner at Selcucia in Babylonia; but was at length ſet at 
liberty, and was allowed to refide at Babylon, at which 
place were many Jews, who treated him with the reve- 
rence and reſpect due to their high-prieft, and the honour 
due to a king; but he longed to return to his native 
country, Herod was equally defirous to get him into 
his power, and invited him with flattering promiſes, and 
ſent an embaſſy to folicit leave for him to return; which 
the Parthian monarch granted, and the unfortunate old 
prince was for ſome time treated by Herod with apparent 
kindnefs and reſpect, 

During the wars which were carried on between Cæſar 
Octavius, and Marc Antony, (of which there is a full 
account in the Roman Hiſtory) Herod continued a ſted- 
faſt friend to Antony; but, finding he was in a defperate 
fituation, and that he would not hearken to his advice, 
Herod reſolved to make his peace with Cæſar. He had, 
reaſon to apprehend, that the conqueror would reſtore 
Hyrcanns, who had once reigned under the protection of 


the Romans; to prevent this, he cauſed him to be put to. 
death, after he had paſſed the eightieth year of his life, 


under pretence of his holding a treaſonable correſpond- 
ence with the king of Arabia. ; 

Jolephus tells us, that Hyrcanus was a man of eminent 
candour, juſtice, and moderation; but a lover of his caſe, 
and fo conſcious to himſelf of his own inſufficiency 
for the offices of public adminiſtration, that he uſually- 
entruſted them to other hands, by which means ALUPSRe: 
and Herod made their fortunes. 

Herod having obtained an audience of Czfar, as he 
entered his preſence, laid aſide his diadem: he expreſſed 


himſel& 
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himſelf with ſo much intrepidity, that Cæſar, pleaſed 
with his ſpirit, cauſed him to put on his diadem again, 
accepted of his friendſhip, and confirmed him in the 
kingdom of Judea; upon which he made very large and 
magnificent preſents to Cæſar, and all his friends, and 
from that time had more of his favour than any other 
tributary prince of the Roman empire. 

Pleaſed with his ſucceſs, Herod returned t to Judea; 
but, on his arrival, found a damp to his joy in the troubles 
of his own family, which were repeated, till at length he 
cauſed his beloved wife, Mariamne, to be put to death 
in the fury of jealouſy, When Herod's rage was quenched 
with her blood, his love for her revived; and the conſi- 
deration of what he had done filled his mind with agonies 
of remorſe. Theſe he endeavoured to ſtifle with feaſtings 
and diverſions, but all in vain; the idea of Mariamne 
was for ever preſent, and he was ſometimes in a ſtate of 
diſtraction. Soon after, a peſtileyce happened, which 
carried off great numbers: this was regarded as a judg- 
ment from Gon for the queen's death, Herod from this 
time was obſerved to act with more rigour and cruelty 
than he had ever done before, and ſo continued to do to 
the end of his life. | 

Cæſar Octavius, after the death of Mare Antony, returu- 
ed to Rome in great triumph, and had the name of Au- 
cusrus given to him; which ſignified ſomething above 
human, ſacred and venerable, and by this he was after- 
wards called, 

Herod having cut off all the Aſmonean family and 
party, thought himielf ſecure in his kipgdom, and ven- 
tured to deyiate in many things from the ancient Jewiſh 
cuſtoms. He built two ſtately cities: one where Samaria 
formerly ſtood, called Sebaite; the other Cæſarea. On 

the 
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the latter he 'expended vaſt ſums; and it became the 


ſateſt and moſt convenient port in all the coaſt of Phce- , 


nicia · he allo built a magnificent palace for himſelf, 
in which were two apartments; one in honour of 
Auguſtus, and the other of Agrippa, the emperor's chief 
favourite. 

Herod having finiſhed his buildings, and findivg the 
people much offended becauſe of the many breaches he 
had made upon their laws, in order to recover their good 
opinion, and make them ſome amends, formed a deſign 
for rebuilding the Temple, which, by length of time, 
and injury from enemies, was in a very decayed and 
rainous condition, having ſtood five hundred years. In 
two years he got together all proper materials, when he 
pulled down the old Teraple, to the very foundation, to 
make room for the new one, which in nine years and a 
half was ſo far finiſhed as to be fit for divine ſervice ; 
though, to complete it, workmen were employed for 
many years afterwards, Thus did Herod, though he 
knew it not, make preparations for the reception of the 
true King of the Fews, whoſe preſence was to glorify this 
Temple; which might ſtill be called the ſecond, becauſe 
that was not taken away, nor ſuffered to lie waſte, but 
only renewed and cleanſed from the Profanation of the 
heathen. 


Whilſt theſe things were doing in Judea, Avevsrvs 


ſubdued all nations, and the temple of Janus was ſhut at 
Rome. In times of war the cuſtom was to have its gates 
open, but ſhut in peace; and it was now the fifth time, 
fince the building of that city, that it had been ſhut, 
which was in the twenty-fixth year of the reign of Au- 
GUSTUS, and the thirty-third of Hexop's, when a ge- 
neral peace prevailed for twelve years W all over 
the world. 


During 
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During this period Gop ſent into the world the 
5 kamen oF PEACE, the promiſed MESSIAH, whoſe life 
and doctrines are contained in the New Teſtament. Be- 
fore we begin to read that, it will be proper to peruſe 
the following tables, which will aſſiſt the memory in the 
recollection of the principal revolutions which happened. 


in the Jewiſh ſtate. 


TABLES. 


Abu, 
SETH, 
Exos, 


cans 


TABLES, 


I. 
PATRIARCHS BEFORE THE FLOOD. 


] 


Jar8D, 
ENxoch, 
MzeTHUSALAH, 
Lauch, 


Noa. 


II. 
PATRIARCHS AFTER THE FLOUD. 


SEM, | SERUG, 
ARPHAXAD, Nano, 
S ALA, I T'8RAH, 
EBER, g ABRAHAM, 
PELEG, | ISAAC, 
Rev, | Jacos. ) 
2 
© 1 TRIBES OF SnAET. 
RzgvBEN, | ASHER, 
S1MEON, Dax, 
LzVvi, +» | NaynTarLr, 
 Jvpas, 12 
IssAcHAR, ANAssEEH, 
ZZBULUN, nen, half abe. 
Gap, | 
IV. 
ng LAWGIVER, AND FIRST HIGH- PRIEST. 
W | AARON, | 
V. 
ak. OF THE JEWS AFTER THE DEATH - 
OF MOSES, 
Josnva. 


VI. JUDGES 
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JUDGES OCCASIONALLY RAISED UP TO DE- 
LIVER ISRAEL FROM THEIR OPPRESSORS, 


OruxIEx, 

Enup, 

SHAMGAR, 

DBBORAH and Banax, 


| 


Gozo, 


3 


JaenTAHAN, 
SAMSON, 


ELI, alſo high-pneſt; 
SAMUEL, a great prophet, 


VII. 
KINGS OF ALL ISRAEL. 


SAUL, 


[ Pavan, 


| SoLoMov. 


After the death of the latter the tribes "—y and 
formed two ſeparate kingdoms. 


TT i: 
KINGS OF ISRAEL. 


> PR eigned 1 
3 JEROBOAM Wy 8 
2 NA DAR _ 
3 BAASHA II L | 
4 ELAH "a" 
5 Z1MRI 7 
6 Ount 1-26 
7 AHAB | . 
B AHAZAIAH 2 \ £ 
9 Jonanx 12 — 
10 JEnu 281 


- 


II JEHOAHAZ 


12 Joasn 


Re igned. 


101 ; 
13 JexoBoan II. #5 3 
An interregnum of 11 


14 ZECHARIAH 
15 SHALLUM © 
16 MENAUEM 
17 PEKAIAH 
18 PEKAH 


An anarchy 
19 HoSHEA 


9 A 


* 
20 8 
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In the reign of the laſt vie the ten tribes, of Fhich 
the kingdom of Iſrael conſiſted, were taken by the At- 
ive. The kingdom of Ju- 
dah, compoſed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, the 
Levites, and ſuch remnants of the ten tribes as eſcaped 
the captivity, ſtill ſubſiſted under the government of the 


ſyrians, and carried away ca 


. following monarchs fram the death of Solomon. 
IX. KIN 68 
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. 
KINGS OF JUDAH. | 
Reigned } Reigned 
1 RenoBOAM TE) 11 Jorg x 16 
2 ABIIAn - 0 12 AHAZ | 16 | | 
3 AsA 41 13 HezExIan 29 5 
4 JeHoSHAPHAT 25 | 14 MaxAssEH 55 
5 Joran 8 5 13 AMoN 2 
G AHAZ IAR 1 8 Jozran 31 
7 ATaalian 6 17 [eroanaz 3 mon. 
8 Joasn 40 {18 JRuOolAchiu II years, 
o AMAZIAH 204 119 Jrnolachix 3 mon. 
10 Uzzian 52] 20 Zevexran 11 years, 


In the reign of the laſt king, the kingdom of Judah 
was ſubdued by Nebuchadnezzar, and carried away 
captive into Babylon, 


| . 
KINGS W HO OPPRESSED ISRAEL AND JUDAH 
| BEFORE THEIR CAPTIVITY. 
Por, king of Afﬀyria, whoſe kingdom was after- 
wards divided into three parts, viz. Afyria, Babylon, 
and Media, 


KINGS OF ASSYRIA. 
TicLaTH PILESER, SENNACHERI18, 
SHALMANSER, EssarR-HADDbox. 


The ten tribes were ſubdued by Sennacherib, and 
carried away into a ſtrange land by Eſſar-haddon his 
ſon. Several kings ſucceeded theſe, but we read no- 
thing of them in Scripture till the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, who led the king and people of Judah into 


captivity, and alſo. conquered Aflyria, which was then 


added to the Babylonian empire. 


XI. 
PROPHETS. 

Joxan, Nanvun, 
Amos, | HaBBAKUK, 
Hosxa, ZEPHANIAH, 
Isa1an, | Jorr, | 

. Mican, | JEREMIAH, 

Vol. IV. | 8 Theſe 


— — 
— — 
* 
5 
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Theſe were ſept, during the reigns of the kings of 
Judah and Iſrael, to warn them and the people to de- 
part from their fins, and to promiſe bleſſings to the 
faithful. . 14 


he return- 


JEREMIAH continued. | 

DAxIEL, ZECHARIAN,4 ed from the 
EZEKIEL, 7 captivity, 
OBaDIan, | | the laſt of the 
HaeGan, n { prophets, 


T beſe propheſied after the Jews were carried into 


captivity, till prophecy ceaſed. , They comforted the 
people during their abſence from their own land, and 
foretold their return, and the fate of various nations, 
alſo a great dehverance by the Meſhah. 


2 ; 
KINGS OF BABYLON AND ASSYRIA, TO 
WHOM THE ISRAELITES WERE 
IN SUBJECTION. 


NEzBUCHADNEZZAR, NxnIGLISss AR, 
Evit-MEkroDACH, BRLSHAZZ ZAR. 
LABOROSOARCHOD, = ITS; 


This laſt king was ſubdued by Cyrus king of Perſia, 


ho put an end to the Afiyrian monarchy, and founded 


the Perſian. He permitted the Jews to return to their 
own land, and be governed by their own law, but they 
were ſtill dependent on Perſia. | 


| II. | 
KINGS OF PERSIA, TO WHOM THE ISRAEL- 

ITES WERE IN SUBJECTION AFTER 
THE DEATH OF CYRUS. 


CaMBprYsts, SO0GDIANUS, 
SMErDIs MaGus, | Darius NoTavs, : 
Darius HysTasegs, | ARTAXERXES MNEMON, 
XERXES IJ. AkrTAxERXES Ochus, 
AR TAX ERXESS LONGIMA- | Axs Es, 

„„ | Darius Copouaxvus. 


0 This 
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This laſt king was vanquiſhed by Alexander the 
Great, who put an end to the Perſian monarchy, on the 
ruin of which aroſe the Grecian empire. After the 
death of Alexander this empire was divided into four 


kingdoms, Egypt, Syria, Aſia, Macedon. 


XIV. 


KINGS OF EGYPT, TO WHOM THE JEWS 
WERE IN SUBJECTION IN CONSEQUENCE 
OF THE DIVISION OF ALEXANDER'S 
KINGDOM. 


PTroLEMY SOTER, - 


ProLEMY EVERGETES, 
ProLemy PHILADEL- | PToLEMY EPIPHANES, 
PHUS, ProLEemy PHILOMETER. 
During the reign of the laſt king, the land of Judea 
was annexed to the kingdom of Syria, 


XV. 


KINGS OF SYRIA" TO WHOM THE JEWS 
WERE IN SUBJECTION. 


ANriochus the Great, ANTIOCHUS EUPATER, 
ANTiocauus ErirnAN ERS, | DEMETRIUS SoTER. 


In the reign of this king the Jews made a league 
with the Romans. 


ALEXANDER BELUS, ANTIOCHUS SIDETES, 


DemeTRIUs NIiCANOR, _ .| DEMETRIUs NICANOR, re- 
ANrlochus Tuxvus, ſtored. 
TxyraoN, 


In the reign of this king John Hyrcanus ſhook off 
the Syrian yoke. 


XVI. 


ROMAN TRIUMVIRS ON WHOM THE JEWS 
WERE DEPENDENT. 


PomeEy the Great, Octavianus, called after- 

Jurivs Cxsar, after- wards AUGUSTUSC SAR, 
wards emperor, Emperor, 

Maxc AnToxy, | 


XVII. 


CE eee eee nn ns OC 
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XVII. 
ROMAN GOVERNORS OF SYRIA, WHO op. 
PRESSED THEJEWS UNDER'TH ETRIU MVIRS, 


Gazixtus, [- Crassus. 


The firſt ſet up a new form of government in Judea. 
'The later plundered the Temple at Jeruſalem, 


XVIII. 
HIGH PRIESTS OF JUDAH AFTER THE RE. 
TURN FROM THE BABYLONISH CAPTIVITY. 


IEsHuA, ELEAZ AR, 
OIAKIM, | Maxasstn, 
LIASHIB, ' 1 Omas II. 

Jorapan, | S1Mon II. 

 Jonanan, 4 Omwias III. 

Japrpua, Jason, 

Ox1as I. | MEenEeLavs, 

SIMON THE JUsT, ] ALCIMUS, 

XIX. 


PRINCES OF jup AH, 


Raiſed up by God, and miraculouſiy aſſiſted to protect 
the people from the cruel perſecution. of Antiochus 
Fpiphanes, and other tyrants, who attempted to 
diſpoſſeſs them of their land, to which divine * 
neſs had reſtored them. 


MATTATHIAS, 3 
| Jupas Maccaseus, Joann Hyrcarvus. 


JONATHAN p 2 2. 


KINGS OF JUDAH, 


| Who, forgetful that the Loxp had given the inheritance 
to David and his ſeed for ever, uſurped the title of 
king, and reduced their country to a level with hea « b 


2 


then nations, 
L ARISTOBULUS, | Hyxcanvs II. 
[ ALEXANDER JANZEUS, |  ANTIGONUS, 
ALEXANDRA, HRO. 


Anis rozurus II. 
| END OF THE FOURTH VOLUME, 


